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To  His  Grace 

WILLIAM 

Duke  of  Devonjhire, 

Lord  Steward  of  Her  Majejifs  Houjhold, 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  County  of  Der- 
by, Chief  Jufiice  in  Eyre  of  all  Her 
Majejifs  Forejls,  Chaces,  Parks, 
&c.  Trent-North  5  One  of  the  Lords 
of  Her  Majejifs  Kfoji  Honourable 
Privy  Council,  and  Knight  of  the 
Mofl  Noble  Order  of  the  Garter. 

My  Lord, 

Since  I  had  the  Honour  to  prefent  the 
King  of  Denmark  with  the  firft  Part 
of  this  Book,  I  prefume  to  make  a  Pre- 
fent of  the  Latter  to  your  Grace.  In 
making  the  firft  Dedication,  I  had  no 
other  Inducement,  than  a  due  Regard  to 
the  Benefits  I  received  from  His  Majefty's 
Favour  5  and  the  fame  Motive  with  refe- 
rence to  your  Grace,  has  prompted  me 
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to  make  this  Acknowledgement  of  the 
undeferved  Favours  you  kindly  vouch- 
fafed  me. 

I  did  not  dare  to  launch  out  into  the 
Praife  of  His  jDanifli  Majefty,  who  has 
a  juft  Title  to  all  forts  of  Encomiums -y 
By  reafon  that  the  little  French  I  had, 
has  been  forgot  among  a  fort  of  People, 
that  take  Panegyricks  to  be  Affronts.  'Tis 
with  the  fame  View,  My  Lord,  that  I 
decline  the  Pleafure  of  publishing  thofe 
diftinguifihing  Qualities,  that  place  Your 
Lordfihip  at  the  Head  of  the  moft  accom- 
plifh'd  Grandees  of  the  World,  and  the 
moft  zealous  Patriots  of  their  Country. 
J  amy  with  all  Gratitude  and  Veneration, 

My  Lord, 

Tour  Grace's  Mofl  Humble 

And  Mojl  Obedient  Servant, 

Lahqntan. 
THE 
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HAving  flatter  d  my  felf  with    the   vain 
Hopes  of  retrieving  the  King  of 'France' s 
Favour,  bepre  the  Declaration  of  this 
War  j  I  was  fo  far  from  thinking  to  put  thefe 
Letters  and  Memoirs  to  the  Qrefs ;    that  I  de- 
Jignd  to  have  committed  'em  to  the  Flames,  if 
that  Monarch  had  done  me  the  Honour  of  rein- 
flating  me  in  my  former  Places,,  with  the  good 
leave  of  Mejjieurs  de  Pontchartrain, 
*  the  Father  and  the  Son.     K7was   *  J™  ons  chan- 
with  that  View  that  I  neglected  to   ZiZhl  oJeTTe- 
put  'em  in   fuch  a  Drefs  as  might    cretary  of  stare .- 
now  be  wlfh'dfor,for  the  Satisftc-    ™£f°<*™ft 
tion  of  the  Reader  that  gives  him- 
felf  the  trouble  to  perufe  'em. 

Between  the  fifteenth  and  fix  teen  th  Tear  of  my 
Jlge  1 went  to  Canada,  and  there  took  care  to 
keep  up  a  conflant  Correfpondence  by  Letters  with 
an  old  Relation,  who  had  requird  of  me  a  Nar- 
rative of  the  Occurrences  of  that  Country,  upon 
the  Account  of  the  yearly  AJfi fiance  he  gave  me. 
'tfis  thefe  very  Letters  that  make  the  great ejl  Qart 
of  the  ftrfl  Volume,  tfhey  contain  an  Account 
of  all  that  pa fs'  d  between  the  Englifh,  the  French, 
the  Iroquefe,  and  the  other  Savage  Nationsy 
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from  the  Tear  1683,  to  1694.  together  with  a 
great  many  curious  Remarks,  that  tnay  be  of  ufe 
to  thofe  zvho  have  any  Knowledge  of  the  Englifh 
or  French  Colonies. 

<the  whole  is  writ  with  a  great  deal  of  Fide- 
lity ;  for  I  reprefent  things  jufi  as  they  are.     I 
neither  flatter  nor  fpare  any  Perfon 
h*Salyi  ty   whatfoever-,  I  attribute  to  the  *  Iro- 
New^orkr    queie>  the  Glory  they  have  purcha- 
Mahak.  fd  on  Jeveral  Occafions,    tho'  at  the 

fame  time  I  hate  that  rafcally  People,  as  much 
as  Horns  and  Law- Suits.  Notwith/landing  the 
Feneration  I  have  for  the  Clergy,  I  impute  to 
them  all  the  Mifchief  the  Iroquele  have  done  to 
the  French  Colonies,  in  the  Courfe  of  a  fVar  that 
had  never  been  undertaken,  if  it  had  not  been  for 
the  Counfels  of  the fe  pious  Church-Men. 

'The  Reader  is  defir'd  to  take  notice  that  the 
Towns  of  New- York,  are  known  to  the  French 
by  their  old  Names  only,  and  for  that  reafon  I 
was  obligd  to  make  ufe  of  the  fame  in  my  Letters, 
as  well  as  my  Maps,  fhey  give  the  Name  of 
New- York  to  all  that  Country,  that  reaches 
■from  the  Source  of  its  River  to  the  Mouth,  that 
is,  to  the  IJland,  upon  which  there  ftands  a  City 
call'd  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch,  Manathe,  and 
vow  by  the  Englifh,  New- York.  In  like  man- 
ner the  Plantation  of  Albany,  that  lies  towards 
the  Head  of  the  River,  is  call'd  by  the  French, 
Orange. 

Farther ;  I  would  not  have  the  Reader  to  take 
it  amifs,  that  the  thoughts  of  the  Savages  are 
fet  forth  in  an  European  Drefs.     7%e  Occafon 
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of  that  Choice  proceeded  from  the  Relation  Icor- 
refponded  with  ;  for  that  honeji  Gentleman  ri- 
diculed the  Metaphorical  Harangue  of 
the  *  Grangula;  and  intreated  me  not  *  «*«  UtttT 
to  make  a  literal  Tranjlation  of  a  Lan-  ' 
guage  that  was  fo  fluff' 'd  with  Fictions  and  fa- 
vage  Hyperboles.  Yis  for  this  Reafon  that  all 
the  Dijcourfes  and  Arguments  of  thofe  Nations, 
are  here  accommodated  to  the  European  Style 
and  way  of  Speaking -,  for  having  comply  d  with 
my  Friend's  Requeft,  I  contented  my  fdfin  keep- 
ing only  a  Copy  of  the  Letters  I  zvrit  to  him, 
during  my  Pilgrimage  in  the  Country  of  thefe 
naked  Philofophers. 

'Twill  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the  Reader 
hy  the  bye,  that  thofe  who  knozv  my  Faults,  do 
as  little  Juftice  to  thefe  'People,  as  they  do  to  me, 
in  alledging  lam  a  Savage  my  J  elf  and  that  that 
makes  me  /peak  fo  favourably  of  my  Fellow- Sa- 
vages, thefe  Obfervators  do  me  a  great  deal  of 
Honour,  as  long  as  they  do  not  explain  themj elves, 
fo  as  to  make  me  diretily  of  the  fame  Character 
with  that  which  is  tack'd  to  the  Word  Savage  by 
the  Europeans  in  their  way  of  thinking:  For  in 
faying  only  that  I  am  of  the  fame  Temper  with 
the  Savages,  they  give  me,  without  Defign,  the 
Character  of  the  honeflejt  Man  in  the  World. 
*Tis  an  uncontefted  truth,  that  the  Nations  which 
are  not  debauch'd  by  the  Neighbourhood  of  the 
Europeans,  are  Strangers  to  the  Meajures  of 
Meum  WTuum,  and  to  all  Laws,  Judges,  and 
Priefls.  This  cant  be  call'd  in  ^ueflion,  fine? 
$11  travellers  that  have  lifted  thofe  Countries, 
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vouch  for  its  Truth ;  and  a  great  many  of  different 
Projefftons,  have  given  the  IVorld  repeated  Affiir- 
ances  that  'tis  Jo.  Now  this  being  granted,  we 
ought  not  to  J'cruph  to  believe,  that  theje  are 
fuch  wife  and  reafonable  People.  I  take  it,  a 
Man  mu ft  be  quite  Mind,  who  does  not  Jee  that 
the  (Property  of  Goods  (1  do  notfpeak  of  the  in- 
gr offing  of  Women)  is  the  only  Source  of  all  the 
Dif orders  that  perplex  the  European  Societies. 
Upon  that  Confederation  'twill  be  eajy  to  perceive, 
that  I  have  not  Jpoke  wide  in  describing  that 
Wifdom  and  Acutenejs  which  fhines  through  the 
Words  and  Actions  of  theje  poor  Americans.  If 
all  the  World  had  Accefs  to  the  Books  of  Voyages, 
that  are  found  in  fome  well-flock' d  Libraries, 
they  would  find  in  above  a  hundred  Dejcriptions 
of  Canada,  an  Infinity  of  Dif c our fes  and  Argu- 
ments offer  d  by  the  Savages,  which  are  incom- 
parably flronger,  and  more  nervous  than  thofe 
I  have  inferted  in  my  Memoirs. 

As  for  fuch  as  doubt  of  the  Inflinci  and  won- 
derful Capacity  of  Beavers,  they  need  only  to  caft 
their  Eyes  upon  the  Great  Map  of  America, 
drawn  by  the  Sieur  de  Fer,  and  grav'd  at  Paris 
in  the  Tear  1608.  Where  they  will  meet  with 
fever  al  fur  prizing  things,  relating  to  theje 
Animals. 

Hloik  my  Book  was  a  Printing  in  Holland,  / 
was  in  England ;  and  as  foon  as  it  appear'd, 
feveral  Englifh  Gentlemen  of  a  diflinguifhing  Me- 
rit, who  under  ft  and  the  French  as  well  as  their 
Mother  Tongue,  gave  me  to  know,  that  they 
would  be  glad  to  fee  a  more  ample  Relation  of  the 
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Manners  and  Cufloms  of  the  People  of  that  Con- 
tinent,  whom  we  call  by  the  Name  of  Savages. 
tfhis  oblig'd  me  to  communicate  to  thefe  Gentle- 
men, the  Sub  fiance  of  the  feveral  Conferences  I 
had  in  that  Country  with  a  certain  Huron,  whom 
the  French  call  Rat.  While  I  flafd  at  that 
American^  Village,  I  imployd  my  time  very 
agreeably  in  making  a  careful  Collection  of  all  his 
Arguments  and  Opinions ',  and  as  foon  as  I  re- 
turn d  from  my  Voyage  upon  the  Lakes  ^Canada, 
I  floewd  my  Manufcript  to  Count  Frontenac, 
who  was  Jo  pleas  d  with  it,  that  he  took  the 
Pains  to  affifl  me  in  dige fling  the  Dialogues,  and 
bringing  them  into  the  Order  tbey  now  appear 
In  :  For  before  that,  they  were  abrupt  Conferen- 
ces without  Connexion.  Upon  the  Sollicitation  of 
thefe  Englifh  Gentlemen,  I  have  put  thefe  Dia- 
logues into  the  Hands  of  the  Perfon  who  tranfat- 
ed  my  Letters  and  Memoirs:  jind  if  it  had  not 
been  for  their  prefjing  In  fiances,  they  had  never 
feen  the  Light  \  for  there  are  but  few  in  the 
World  that  will  judge  impartially,  and  without 
Prepojfeffion,  of  fame  things  contain  d  in  *em. 

I  have  Ukezvife  hit  ru  fed  the  fame  'Translator 
with  feme  Remarks  that  I  made  in  Portugal, 
and  Denmark,  when  I  fled  thither  from  New- 
found-Land. There  the  Reader  will  meet  with 
a  Defcription  of  Lisbon  and  Copenhagen,  and  of 
the  capital  City  ^Arragon. 

To  the  Tranjlation  of  my  frfi  Volume,  I  have 
added  an  ex  aft  Map  of  Newfound-Land,  which 
was  not  in  the  Original.  I  have  Ukewife  cor- 
rected almofi  all  the  Cuts  of  the  Holland  Im- 
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prejfwn,  for  the  Dutch  Gravers  had  murdered 
'em,  by  not  under '{landing  their  Explications, 
which  were  all  in  French.  fhey  have  grav'd 
Women  for  Men,  and  Men  for  fVcmen ;  naked 
Qerfons  for  tho/e  that  are  cloath'd,  and  e  contra. 
As  for  the  Maps,  the  Reader  will  find  'em  very 
exacl ;  and  I  have  taken  care  to  have  the  Gratis 
of  my  Voyages  more  nicely  delineated,  than  in  the 
Original. 

I  under  (land  by  Letters  from  Paris,  that  the 
two  Mejfienrs  de  Pontchartrain  endeavour  by  all 
means  to  be  reveng'd  upon  me  for  the  Affront  they 
fay  I  have  given  'em  in  publifeing  fome  trifling 
Stories  in  my  Book,  that  ought  to  have  been  con- 
ceal'd.  I  am  likewife  inform' d,  that  I  have  rea- 
fon  to  be  apprehenjive  of  the  Refentment  of  feve- 
ral  Ec  cleft  aft  ichs,  who  pretend  I  have  injulted 
God  in  cenjuring  their  Condui'i.  But  firiee  I  ex- 
pected nothing  lefs  than  the  furious  Refentment 
both  of  the  one  and  the  other,  when  I  put  this 
Book  to  the  Prefs  \  I  had  time  enough  to  arm  my 
felf from  fop  to  foe,  in  order  to  made  Head  again  ft 
'em.  'Tis  my  Comfort,  that  I  have  writ  nothing 
hut  what  I  make  good  by  authentick  Proofs ;  be- 
fides,  that  I  could  not  have  faid  lefs  of  'em  than 
I  have  done-,  for  if  I  had  not  tied  my  felf  up  to 
the  direcl  fhread  of  my  Difcourje,  I  could  have 
made  DigreJJJons,  in  zvhich  the  Conduct  both  of 
the  one  and  the  other,  would  have  appear' d  to  be. 
prejudicial  to  the  Repofe  of  the  Society,  and  the 
publick  Good.  I  had  Provocation  enough  to  have 
treated  'em  in  that  manner ',  but  my  Letters  be- 
ing addrefd  to  an  old  bigot  ted  Relation  of  mine, 
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■who  fed  upon  Devotion,  and  dreaded  the  Influence 
of  the  Court  ;  he  ft  ill  bejeech'd  me  to  write  nothing 
to  him  that  might  difoUige  the  Clergy  or  the 
Courtiers,  for  fear  of  the  intercepting  oj  my  Let- 
ters. However,  I  have  Advice  from  Paris,  that 
fome  (Pedants  are  fet  at  Work  to  lafh  me  in  writ- 
ing ;  and  fo  I  mil  ft  prepare  to  ft  and  the  Brunt  of 
a  Shower  of  Affronts,  that  will  be  pourd  upon 
me  in  a  few  Days.  But  'tis  no  matter  \  I  am 
fo  good  a  Conjurer,  that  lean  ward  off  any  Storm 
from  the  Side  of  Paris.  I  laugh  at  their  Threats; 
and fn ce  I  can't  make  ufeof  my  Sword,  I'll  wage 
War  with  my  'Pen. 

tfhis  I  only  mention  by  the  bye,  in  this  my  Pre- 
face to  the  Reader,  whom  I  pray  the  Heavens  to 
crown  with  ^Profperity,  in  preferving  him  from 
having  any  Bufinefs  to  adjufl  with  mo  ft  of  the 
Minijlers  of  State,  and  Priefts ;  for  let  them  be 
never  fo  faulty,  they'll  fill  be  J  aid  to  be  in  the 
Right,  till  juch  time  as  Anarchy  be  introdue'd 
amongft  us,  as  well  as  the  Americans,  among 
whom  the  forryeft  Fellow  thinks  himfelf  a  better 
Man,  than  a  Chancellor  of  France,  fhefe  People 
are  happy  in  being  fcreend  from  the  Tricks  and 
Shifts  of  Minifers,  who  are  always  Maflers 
where-ever  they  come.  I  envy  the  State  of  a  poor 
Savage,  who  tramples  upon  Laws,  and  pays  Ho- 
mage to  no  Scepter.  I  wifi  I  could  fpend  the 
reft  of  my  Life  in  his  Hut,  and  fo  be  no  longer 
expos' d  to  the  Chagrin  of  bending  the  Knee  to  a 
Set  of  Men,  that  facrifce  the  publick  Good  to 
their  private  Inter  eft,  and  are  born  to  plague 
honefi  Mm.     ^he  two  Minifers  of  State  I  have 

to 


The  Preface. 

to  do  withy  have  been  follicited  in  vain,  by  tht 
Dutchefs  of  Lude,  Cardinal  Bouillon,  Count 
Guifcar,  Mr.  de  Qiiiros,  and  Count  d'  Avaux: 
Nothing  could  prevail,  thoy  all  that  is  laid  to  my 
Charge,  confifts  only  in  not  bearing  the  Affronts 
of  a  G over nor ',  whom  they  protect;  at  a  Time 
when  a  hundred  other  Officers,  who  live  under 
the  Imputation  of  Crimes,  infinitely  greater  than 
mine,  are  excus fa  for  three  Months  Ab fence  from 
Court.  Now  the  Reafbn  is,  that  they  give  lefs 
Ghiarter  to  thofe  who  have  the  Misfortune  to  dif- 
pleafe  the  two  Mejfieurs  de  Ponchartrain,  than 
tojiich  as  act  contrary  to  the  King's  Orders. 

But  after  all  my  Misfortunes,  I  have  this  to 
folace  me,  that  I  enjoy  in  England  a  fort  of  Li- 
berty, that  is  not  met  with  elfewhere  :  For  one 
may  jujlly  fay,  that  of  all  the  Countries  inhabit- 
eel  by  civiliz'd  People,  this  alone  affords  the  great- 
eft  Perfection  of  Liberty.  Nay,  I  do  not  except 
the  Liberty  of  the  Mind,  for  I  am  convinced,  that 
the  Englifh  maintain  it  with  a  great  deal  of  tfen- 
dernefs :  So  true  it  is,  that  all  Degrees  of  Slavery 
are  abhor  rd  by  this  People,  whojhew  their  WrtJ- 
dom  in  the  Precautions  they  take  to  prevent  their 
finking  into  a  fatal  Servitude. 
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they  made  with  the  French,  and  of  the  means 
by  which  it  was  brought  about.  p.  22. 

LETTER     VI. 

Dated  at  Monreal,  June  10.  1 684. 

Being  an  ample  Defcription  of  the  Canows  made 
of  Birch  Bark,  in  which  the  Canadans  per- 
form 
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form  all  their  Voyages  ,  with  an  Account  of 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  made  and  ma- 
nag' d.  p.  26. 

LETTER     VII. 

Dated  at  Monrealy  Novemb.  2.  1 684. 

Defcribing  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  from 
Monreai  to  the  fir fi  great  Lake  ^Canada, 
with  the  Water-falls,  Cataracts,  and  Naviga- 
tion of  that  River  :  As  alfo  Fort  Frontenac, 
and  the  Advantages  that  accrue  from  it,  to- 
gether with  a  circumjlantial  Account  of  the 
Expedition  of  Mr.  de  la  Barre,  the  Governor 
General,  again  ft  the  Iroquefe ;  the  Speeches 
he  made,  the  Replies  he  receivd,  and  the  final 
Accommodation  of  the  Difference.  p.  a<j. 

LETTER     VIII. 

Dated  at  Monreai,  June  28.  i68j. 

Reprefenting  the  Fortifications  0/"  Monreai,  and 
the  indijcreet  Zeal  of  the  briefs,  who  are 
Lords  of  that  Town :  With  a  Defcription  of 
Chambli,  and  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Savages 
upon  the  great  Lakes.  p.  45. 

LETTER     IX. 

Dated  at  Boucherville,  OB.  1.  1 685. 

Being  an  Account  of  the  Commerce  and  fradeof 
Monreai;  Of  the  Arrival  of  the  Marquis  of 

Denonyille 
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Denonville  with  fame  Troops,  and  of  the  re- 
calling of  Mr.  de  la  Barre.  With  a  curious 
' 'Defer iption  of  certain  Licenfes  for  trading  in 
Beaver- Skins  in  the  remote  Countries,     p.  5 1 . 

L  E  T  T  E  R     X. 

Dated  at  Bouchetfuille ;  July  8.  1686. 

Relating  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  de  Champigni,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  de  Meules,  who  is  recall* d  to 
France ;  the  Arrival  of  the  "troops  that  came 
along  with  him,  the  Curiofity  of  the  Rackets, 
and  the  way  of  hunting  Elks ;  with  a  Defer  ip- 
tion of  that  Animal.  p.  55* 

LETTER     XI. 

Dated  at  Boucherville,   May  28.  1687. 

Being  a  curious  Dejcription  of  the  Hunting  of 
divers  Animals.  p.  60. 

LETTER     XII. 

Dated  at  St.  Helens,  over  aga  inft  Monreal, 
June*.  1687. 

ffije  Chevalier  de  Vaudreuil  arrives  in  Canada 
with  fome  troops.  Both  the  Regular  droops 
and  the  Militia  are  pofed  at  St.  Helens,  in 
a  Readinefs  to  march  againjl  the  Iroquefe. 

p.  68. 

LET- 
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LETTER.     XLII. 

Dated  at  Niagara,  Aug.  2.  1687. 

Reprefenting  the  unfavourable  Jffite  of  the  Cam* 
paign,  made  in  the  Iroquefe  Country  ;  the  Dip* 
covery  of  an  Ambufcadey  and  the  ifjuing  of 
Orders  for  the  Author  to  march  with  a  De- 
tachment to  the  great  Lakes.  p.  70* 

LETTER.     XIV. 

Dated  at  MiJJilimakinac,  May  26.  1688. 

rfhe  Author  leaves  Niagara,  and  has  an  Incoun* 
ter  with  the  Iroquefe  at  the  End  of  the  Land* 
Carriage,  tfhe  After-part  of  his  Voyage.  A 
Dejcription  of  the  Country.  He  arrives  at 
Fort  St.  jofeph  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Lake  of 
Hurons.  A  Detachment  of  the  Hurons  arrive. 
at  the  fame  ^Place.  After  an  Engagement •, 
they  fet  out  for  Miffilimakinac.  A  ft  range 
Adventure  of  Mr.  de  la  Salle'j  Brother. 
Miffilimakinac  defcrib'd.  p.  80, 

LETTER.     XV. 
Dated  at  Miffilimakinac,  Sept,  18.  1688. 

Defcribing  the  Fall  call'd  Saut  St,  Marie,  where 
the  Author  perfuades  the  Inhabitants  to  join 
the  Outaouas,  and  march  againft  the  Iroquefe, 
And  containing  an  Account  of  the  Occurren- 
ces of  the  Voyage  between  that  Place  and  Mi£ 
filimakinac,  p.  pi. 

a  LET- 
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LETTER.     XVI. 

Dated  at  Mijfilimakinac,  May  a  8.  1683?* 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Author* s  Depar- 
ture from,  and  Return  to,  Miililimakinac. 
A  Defcription  of  the  Bay  of  Puants,  and  its 
Villages.  An  ample  Defcription  of  the  Bea- 
vers, follow  d  by  the  Journal  of  a  remarkable 
Foyage  upon  the  Long  River,  and  a  Map  of 
the  adjacent  Country.  p.  104. 

LETTER.     XVII. 

Dated  at  Quebec,  Sept.  28.  1685). 

The  Author  Jets  out  from  Miflilimakinac  to  the 
Colony,  and  defer  ibes  the  Country,  Rivers,  and 
Pafjes  that  he  jaw  by  the  way.  'the  Iroquefe 
make  a  fatal  Incur fion  into  the  I/land  of  Mon- 
real  :  Fort  Frontenac  is  abandon* d ;  Count 
Frontenac  isfent  to  Canada,  and  the  Marquis 
of  Denonville  is  recall* d.  p.  142, 

LETTER     XVIII. 

Dated  at  Quebec,  Nov.  15.  1685). 

Giving  an  Account  of  Mr,  de  Frontenac'j  Arri- 
val, his  Reception,  his  Voyage  to  Monreal,  and 
the  repairing  of  Fort  Frontenac.         p.  t$  r. 

LETTER    XIX. 

Dated  at  Monreal,  OBober  2.  1690, 

Relating  the  Attempts  upon  New-England  and 

New- 
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New- York ;  a  fatal  Embaffy  fent  by  the 
French  to  the  Iroquefe,  and  an  ill-concerted 
Enterprize  of  the  Englilh  and  the  Iroquefe,  in 
marching  by  Land  to  attack  the  French  Colony, 

LETTER     XX. 

Dated  at  Rochel,  January  12.  16  pi. 

Being  a  Relation  of  a  Second  and  very  important 
Expedition  of  the  Englilh  by  Sea ;  in  which  is 
contain  d  a  Letter  written  by  the  Englilh  Ad- 
miral  to  Count  Frontenac,  with  the  Gover- 
nor's verbal  Anfwer.  As  alfo  an  Account  of 
the  Author**  Departure  for  France,    p.  150. 

LETTER     XXL 
Dated  at  Rochel,  July  16.  16 pi. 

Containing  a  Defer iption  of  the  Courts  or  Offices 
of  the  Miniflers  of  State,  and  a  View  of  fome 
Services  that  are  ill  rewarded  at  Court. 

p.  166. 
LETTER     XXII. 
Dated  at  Quebec,  Nov.  10.  16 pi. 

Which  contains  an  Account  of  the  Author's  Depar- 
ture from  Rochel  to  Quebec,  of  his  Voyage  to 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  St.  Laurence,  of  a 
Rencounter  with  an  Englilh  Ship  which  he 
fought-,  of  the  ffranding  of  his  Ship;  of  his 
failing  thro*  the  River  St.  Laurence;  of  the 
News  he  receivd  that  a  Qarty  of  the  Englilh 
a  a  and 


The  Contents. 

and  Iroquefe,    had  defeated  a  Body  of  the 
French  Iroops.  p.  171. 

LETTER     XXTIL 

Dated  at  Nants,  Oflob.  25,  1692. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  taking  ofjome  Eng- 
lifh  Feffels9  of  defeating  a  Party  of  the  Iroquefe, 
of  an  Iroquefe  burnt  alive  at  Quebec  ;  of  ano- 
ther Party  ofthefe  Barbarians,  who  having  fur- 
priz'dfome  Coureurs  de  Bois,  were  afterwards 
furpriz'd  them/elves.  Of  the  Project  of  an  En- 
ter prize  proposed  by  Mr.  Frontenac  to  the  Au- 
thor. Of  the  Author' s  Departure  in  a  Frigatfor 
France,  and  his  flopping  at  Placentia,  which 
was  then  attach  R  by  the  Englifh  Fleet  that 
came  to  take  that  Poji  from  usf  How  the 
Englilh  jaiVd  in  their  Dejign,  and  the  Aih 
ihor  piirjud  his  Voyage.  p. '  1 75. 

LETTER     XXIV. 

Dated  at  Nants,  May  10.  1693. 

Containing  an  Account  ofMx.  Frontenac'j  Project, 
zvhich  was  rejected  at  Court,  and  the  Reafon  why 
it  was  rejected.  The  King  gives  the  Author  the 
Lieutenancy  0/  Newfound-Land,  &tc.  together 
with  the  Independent  Company.  p.  j  S7. 

LETTER     XXV. 

Dated  at  Plana  in  Portugal,  Jan.  3 1 .  1 694. 

fhe  Author's  Departure  from  France  to  Placentia. 
^  fleet  of  30  Engl^n,  Ships  came  tofeize  upon 

that 
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that  Place ;  but  is  difappointed,  and  Jbeers  off'. 
The  Reafon  why  the  Englilh  have  bad  Sttccefs  in 
all  their  Enter  prizes  beyond  Sea.  The  Author's 
Adventure  with  the  Governor  of  Placentia. 
His  Departure  for  Portugal.  An  Engagement 
with  a  Flulhing  Privateer,  p.  15)3. 


Memoirs  of  Nortlj-dmerica. 

Containing  a  Geographical  Defcription  of  that 
vafl  Continent  \  the  Cuftoms  and  Commerce  of 
the  Inhabitants ,  &Cc.  p.  203. 

A/hort  Defcription  ^Canada,  p.  205. 

A  Lift  of  the  Savage  Nations  c^Canada.  p.  2 30. 

A  Ltf  of  the  Animals  ^Canada.  p.  232. 

A  Defcription  offuch  Animals  or  Beafls  as  are 
not  mention  d  in  the  Letters.  p.  233. 

A  Lift  of  the  Fowl  or  Birds  0/"  Canada,    p.  237. 

A  Defcription  offuch  Birds  as  are  not  accounted 
for  in  the  Letters.  p.  23^. 

A  Defcription  of  the  InfeBs  of  Canada,  p.  242. 

ihe  Names  of  the  Fijh  of  Canada.  p.  243. 

A  Defcription  of  the  Fijh  that  are  not  mention' d 
in  the  Letters.  p.  244. 

tfhe  Trees  and  Fruits  o/'Canada.  p.  247. 

A  Defcription   of  the  above-mention  d  'frees. 

P.  248. 

A  General  View  of  the  Commerce    of  Canada, 

P.  254. 

The  Commodities  traced  to  and  again  between 

the  French  and  the  Savages.  p.  257. 

An  Account  of  the  Government  of  Canada  in 

Genera^  p.  260, 

A 
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A  Difcourfe  of  the  Inter  efi  of  the  French  and 

Engliih  in  North-America.  p.  260. 

Arable  Explaining  fome  uncommon  Terms,  p.  276. 

The  Contents  of  the  Second  Volume. 

ADifcourfe  of  the  Habit)  Houjes,  Complexi- 
on and  Temperament   of  the  Savages  of 

North-America.  p.  1.  Vol,  2. 

Afhort  View  of  the  Humours  and  Cujtoms  of  the 

Savages.  p.  7. 

T%e  Belief  of  the  Savages,  and  the  Obfiacles  of 

their  Converjjon,  p.  1  £. 

The  way  of  Worjhip  us'd  by  the  Savages,  p.  29. 
An  Account  of  the  Amours  and  Marriages  of 

the  Savages.  p.  34. 

A  View  of  the  Difeafes  and  Remedies  of  the  Sa- 
vages, p.  45. 
the  Diverfions  of  Hunting  and  Shooting  ufual 

among  the  Savages.  p.  55. 

The  Military  Art  of  the'Savages.  p.  71: 

A  View  cf  the  Heraldy  and- the  Coats  of  Arms 

of  the  Savages.  p.  84. 

An  Explication  of  the  Savage  Hieroglyphicks. 

p.  86. 

A  Conference  or  Dialogue  between  the  Author 
and  Adarioy  a  noted  Man  among  the  Sava- 
ges, 

Containing  a  Qircumjlantial  View  of  the  Cufloms 
and  Humours  of  that  People.  p.  j>c. 

An 
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An  AT  TEND IX,  Containing  fome 
New  Voyages  to  Portugal  and  Dew 
mark  $  after  the  Author's  Retirement 
from  Canada. 

LETTER.    I. 

Dated  at  Lisbon,  April  20.  1694. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  Viana,  Porto  a  Porto, 
Aveiro,  Coimbra,  Lisbon  ;  together  with  a 
View  of  the  Court  of  Portugal ;  and  an  Ac- 
count  of  the  Government,  Laws,  Cujioms,  and 
Humours  of  the  Portuguefe.  p.  185. 

LETTER.     II. 

Dated  at  Travemunde,  1694. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Author's  Voyage 
from  Lisbon  to  Garnfey  ;  his  Adventure  with 
an  Englilh  Man  of  War,  and  an  Englifh  <JW- 
vateer  :  A  Defcription  ^Rotterdam  and  Am- 
fterdam ;  the  Author's  Voyage  to  Hamburgh ; 
the  Dimenfions  of  a  Flemiih  Sloops  a  De- 
fcription of  the  City  of  Hamburg  ;  the  Au- 
thor's Journey  from  thence  to  Lubeck,  and  a 
Defcription  of  that  City. ,  p.  21 i« 

LETTER.    III. 
Dated  at  Copenhagen  Sept.  1  a.  1 694. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  the  <Port  and  City  of 
Copenhagen -7  a  Feiwofthe  Danifh  Court,  and 
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of  the  Humour s%  Cufoms,.  Commerce,  Forces, 
&Cc.  of  the  Danes.  p.  226. 

LETTER     IV. 
Dated  at  Paris,  Decemb,  29.  1 694. 

Containing  a  Journal  of  the  Author's  travels 
from  Copenhagen  to  Paris.  p,  244. 

LETTER     V. 

Dated  at  Erleich,  July  4.  1694. 

Giving  a  View  of  the  Superjlition  and  Ignorance 
of  the  People  of  Beam  ;  their  Addifiednefs  to 
the  Notions  of  Witchcraft,  Apparitions,  SCc. 
And  the  Author's  Arguments  againfl  that 
Delufion.  p.  255. 

LETTER     VL 

Dated  at  Huejta,  July  1 1.  1695. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Authors  Efcape  and 
Journey  to  Spain ;  his  being  taken  up  for  a  Hu- 
gonot,  and  the  Ignorance  and  Bigotry  of  the 
Curates  and  People  of  Beam  in  France,  p.  268. 

LETTER     VII. 

Dated  at  Saragoza,  OcJob.  8. 165)5. 

Containing  a  Defcription  ^Saragoza ',  a  View  of 
the  Government  of  Arragon,  and  an  Account 
of  the  Cufloms  of  the  People.  p.  274. 

Ajbort  Dictionary  of  the  Language  of  the  Sa- 
vages, p.  2,87. 

Some 
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Some  New 

VOYAGES 

T  O 

NORTH-AMERICA. 

TOME     I. 

LETTER     J. 

Dated  at  the  Port  of 'Quebec ',  Nov.  8.  1683. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Paflage  from 
France  to  Canada ;  with  fome  Remarks  upon' 
the  Coajis,  Channels,  &c.  and  the  Variation 
of  the  Needle. 

SIR, 

I  Am  furpriz'd  to  find  that  a  Voyage  to  the  New- 
World  is  fo  formidable  to  thofe  who  are 
oblig'd  to  undertake  it ;  for  I  folemnly  proteft, 
that  'tis  far  from  being  what  the  World  com- 
monly takes  it  for.  sTis  true,  the  Pafiage  is  in 
fome  meafure  long  ;  but  then  the  Hopes  of  viewing 
an  unknown  Country,  atones  for  the  Tedioufnefs 
of  the  Voyage.  When  we  broke  ground  from 
Rochelle,  I  acquainted  you  with  the  Reafons  that 
mov'd  Mr.  le  Fevre  de  la  Barre,  Governor-General 
of  Canada,  to  fend  the  Sieur  Mahu,  a  Canadefc,  to 
Frame  >  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  you  to  knov/, 
B  thac 
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Tn~e£k**Um4  Houses  of  the    TAHUGLAUK  ,  with  are  80  puces  in  Lnah-tb 
.:.wrJttu)l2  the  Drat4<?ht  that  t'-Mozeemlek  (laves aave  me  uponv  JSarks  of  Tree  J  . 
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Some  N  e  w 

VOYAGES 

T  O 

NORTH-AMERICA. 

TOME     I. 

LETTER     J. 

Dated  at  the  Port  of  Quebec,  Nov.  8.  1683. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Fajjfage  jrom 
France  to  Canada  5  with  fome  Remarks  upon' 
the  Coajis,  Channels,  &c.  and  the  Variation 
of  the  Needle \ 

SIR, 

I  Am  furpriz'd  to  find  that  a  Voyage  to  the  New- 
World  is  fo  formidable  to  thofe  who  are 
oblig'd  to  undertake  it ;  for  I  folemnly  proteft, 
that  'tis  far  from  being  what  the  World  com- 
monly takes  it  for.  'Tis  true,  the  Pafiage  is  in 
fome  meafure  long  ;  but  then  the  Hopes  of  viewing 
an  unknown  Country,  atones  for  the  Tedioufnefs 
of  the  Voyage.  When  we  broke  ground  from 
Rochelle,  I  acquainted  you  with  the  Reafons  that 
mov'd  Mr.  le  Fevre  de  la  Barre,  Governor-General 
of  Canada ,  to  fend  the  Sieur  Mabu,  a  Canadefe,  to 
France  >  and  at  the  fame  time  gave  you  to  knovy, 
B  thac 


t  Some  New  Voyages 

that  he  had  refolv'd  upon  the  utter  Deftruclion  of 
the  Iroquefe,  who  are  a  very  warlike  and  favage 
People.  Thefe  Barbarians  befriend  the  Englijh*, 
upon  the  account  of  the  Succours  they  receive 
from  'em  j  but  they  are  Enemies  to, us,  upon  the 
Apprehenfion  of  being  deftroy'd  by  us  fome  time 
or  other.  The  General  I  fpoke  of  but  now,  expect- 
ed that  the  King  would  fend  him  feven  or  eight 
hundred  Men  ;  but  when  we  fet  out  from  Rochelk* 
theSeafon  wasfofaradvanc'd,  that  our  three  Com- 
panies of  Marines  were  reckon*  d  a  fufficient 
Venture. 

I  met  with  nothing  in  our  PafTage  that  was  dif- 
agreeable,  abating  for  a  Storm  that  alarm'd  us  for 
fome  Days,  upon  the  Precipice  of  the  Bank  of  New- 
fonnd^-Land,  where  the  Waves  iwell  prodigioufly, 
even  when  the  Winds  are  low.  In  that  Storm  our 
Frigate  receiv'd  fome  rudeShocks  from  the  Sea  ;but 
in  regard  that  fuch  Accidents  are  ufual  in  that  Voy- 
age, they  made  no  Impreffion  upon  the  old  fea- 
fon'd  Sailors.  As  for  my  part,  I  could  not  pre- 
tend to  that  Pitch  of  Indifference  ;  for  having  ne- 
ver made  fuch  a  Voyage  before,  I  was  fo  alarm'd 
in  feeing  the  Waves  mount  up  to  the  Clouds,  that 
I  made  more  Vows  to  Neptune  ^  than  the  brave  Ido- 
menceus  did  in  his  Return  from  the  Wars  of  Troy. 
After  we  made  the  Bank,  the  Waves  funk,  and  the 
Wind  dwindled,  and  the  Sea  became  fo  fmooth 
and  eafy,  that  we  could  not  work  our  Ship.  You 
can  fcarce  imagine  what  Quantities  of  Cod-fifh 
were  catch'd  there  by  our  Seamen,  in  the  Space  of  a 
Quarter  of  an  Hour  •,  for  though  we  had  thirty-two 
fathom  Water,  yet  the  Hook  was  no  fooner  at  the 
Bottom,  than  the  Fifti  was  catch'd  ;  fo  that  they 
had  nothing  to  do  but  to  throw  in,  and  take  up 
without  Interruption :  But  after  all,  fuch  is  the  Mif- 
fortune  of  this  Fifhery,  that  it  does  not  fucceed  but 
upon  certain   Banks,   which  arc  commonly  pall 

over 
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over  without  flopping.  However,  as  we  were  plen- 
tifully entertain'd  at  the  Coft  of  thefe  Fifties,  fo 
fuch  of 'em  as  continued  in  the  Sea,  madefuffici- 
entReprifals  upon  theCorpfeof  a  Captain,  and  of 
feveral  Soldiers,  who  dy'd  of  the  Scurvy,  and  were 
thrown  over- board  three  or  four  Days  after. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Wind  veering  to  the  Weft- 
North- Weft, we  were  oblig'd  to  lye  by  for  five  or 
fix  Days  ;  but  after  that,  it  chop'd  to  the  North, 
and  fo  we  happily  made  Cape  Rap,  tho'  indeed  our 
Pilots  were  at  a  lofs  to  know  where  we  were,  by 
reafon  thaH:  they  could  not  take  the  Latitude  for 
ten  or  twelve  Days  before.  You  may  eafily  ima- 
gine, that  'twas  with  great  Joy  that  we  heard  one 
of  our  Sailors  call  from  the  Top-Maft,  Laud,  Land, 
juft  as  St.  Paul  did  when  he  approach' d  to  Maltha, 
T»vo<=£,  rSif*  of2:  For  you  muft  know  that  when  the 
Pilots  reckon  they  approach  to  Land,  they  ufe 
the  Precaution  offending  up  Sailors  to  the  Top- 
Maft,  in  order  to  fome  Difcovery  5  and  rhefe  Sai- 
lors are  relieved  every  two  Hours  till  Night  comes, 
at  which  time  they  furl  their  Sails  if  the  Land  is 
not  yet  defcry'd  :  So  that  in  the  Night-time  they 
fcarce  make  any  way.  From  this  it  appears  how 
important  it  is  to  know  the  Coaft,  before  you  ap- 
proach to  it  •,  nay,  the  Fafifengers  put  fuch  a  Va- 
lue upon  the  Difcovery,  that  they  prefent  the  firft 
Difcoverer  with  fome  Piftoles.  In  the  mean  time, 
you'll  be  pleas'd  to  obferve,  that  the  Needle  of 
the  Compafs,  which  naturally  points  to  the  North, 
turns  upon  the  Bank  of  Newfound- Land,  twenty- 
three  Degrees  towards  the  North- Weft  ;  that  is, 
it  points  there  a  Degree  nearer  to  the  Weft,  than 
North-North-Weft.  This  Remark  we  made  by 
our  Compafs  of  Variation. 

We  defcry'd  the  Cape  aboutNoon  5  and  in  order 

to  confirm  the  Difcovery,  flood  in  upon  it  with  all 

Sails  aloft.     At  laft,  being  aflur'd  that  'twas  the 
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Promontory  we  look'd  for,  an  univerfal  Joy  was 
fpread  throughout  the  Ship,  and  the  Fate  of  the 
Wretches  that  we  had  thrown  over-board,  was  quite 
forgot.    Then  the  Sailors  fet  about  the  Chriftening 
of  thofe  who  had  never  made  the  Voyage  before? 
and  indeed  they  had  done  it  fooner,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  Death  of  our  above-mention'd  Compa- 
nions.    The  Chriftening  I  fpeakof,  is  an  imperti- 
nent Ceremony,  practis'd  by  Sea- faring  Men,  whofe 
Humours  are  as  ftrange  and  extravagant,  as  the 
Element  itfelf,  upon  which   they   foolifhly  truft 
themfelves.     By  vertue  of  a  Cuftom  or  old  {land- 
ing, they  profane  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm  in  an 
unaccountable  Manner.  Upon  that  Occafion,   the 
old  Sailors  being  blacken'd  all  over,  and  difguis'd 
with  Rags  and  Ropes,   force  the  greener  Sort  that 
have  never  pafs'd  fome  certain  Degrees  of  Lati- 
tude before,  to  fall  down  on  their  Knees,  and  to 
fwear  upon  a  Book  of  Sea  Charts,    that  upon  all 
Occafions  they  will  practife  upon  others,  the  fame 
Ceremony  that  is  then  made  ufe  of  towards  them. 
After  the   adminiftring  of  this    ridiculous  Oath, 
they  throw  fifty  Buckets  full  of  Water  upon  their 
Head, Belly,  andThighs,  and  indeed,  all  over  their 
Bodies,  without  any  regard  to  Times  or  Seafons. 
This  Piece  of  Folly  is  chiefly  praclis'd  under  the 
/Equator,  under  the  Tropicks,  under  the  Polar 
Circles,  upon  the  Bank  of  Newfound-Land ;  and  in 
the  Streights  ofGibraltar,  the  Sund,  and  the  Darda- 
nelles. As  for  Perfons  of  Note  or  Character,  they 
are  exempted  from  the  Ceremony,  at  the  Expence 
of  five  or  fix  Bottles  of  Brandy  for  the  Ship's  Crew. 
Three  or  four  Days  after  the  Performance  of  this 
Solemnity,  we  difcover'd  Cape  Raye,  and  fo  made 
up  to  St.  Laurence  Bay,  in  the  Mouth  ot  which  we 
were  becalm'd  for  a  little  while  ;  and  during  that 
Calm,  we  had  a  clearer  and  pleafanter  Day,  thati 
any  we  bad  kan  in  the  Paflage.     It  look'd  as  if 

thftC 
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that  Day  had  been  vouchfaf ' d  us  by  way  of  Recom- 
pence  for  the  Rains,  Foggs,  and  high  Winds,  that 
we  encounter'd  by  the  Way.  There  we  faw  an 
Engagement  between  a  Whale 
and  a  *  Sword  Fifth,  at  the  Dif-  *  Efpadon,  a  Fifh  be- 
tanceof  a  Gun-fhot  from  our  ™«n  \° .and 'rir  *°°* 
Frigate.  We  were  perfectly  {^hS^S 
charm'd  when  we  faw  the  Sword-  having  in  its  snout  a 
Fifh  jump  out  of  the  Water  in  fort  of  saw  which  is 
order  to  dart  its  Spear  into  the  fiHr,  Fo,ot  W>  fi" 

ti    j        r  i      txtl    i  l  ii-  Inches  broad,  and  fix 

Body  of  the  Whale,  when  oblig-    Lims  t^lck^  J 

ed  to  take  Breath.  This  enter- 
taining Show  lafted  at  leaft  two  Hours,  fometimes 
to  the  Starboard,  and  fometimes  to  the  Larboard 
of  the  Ship.  The  Sailors,  among  whom  Super- 
flition  prevails  as  much  as  among  the  Egyptians, 
took  this  for  a  Prefage  of  fome  mighty  Storm  ;  buc 
the  Prophecy  ended  in  two  or  three  Days  of  con- 
trary Winds,  during  which  time  we  travers'd  be- 
tween the  Ifland  of  Newfound- Land,  and  that  of 
Cape  Breton.  Two  Days  after  we  came  in  Sight 
of  the  Ifland  of  Fowls,  by  the  Help  of  a  North-Eaft 
Wind;  which  drove  us  from  the  Mourh  of  St. 
Laurence  Bay,  to  the  Ifle  of  Anticofli,  upon  the  Bank 
of  which,  we  thought  to  have  been  cad  away,  by 
nearing  it  too  much.  In  the  Mouth  of  that  River 
we  fell  into  a  fecond  Calm,  which  was  follow'd  by 
a  contrary  Wind,  that  oblig'd  us  to  lye  by  for 
fome  Days.  At  laft  we  made  Tadoujtfac,  by  gra- 
dual Approaches,  and  there  came  to  an  Anchor. 

This  River  is  four  Leagues  broad  where  we  then 
rode,  and  twenty  two  at  its  Mouth  ;  but  it  contracts 
itfelf  gradually,  as  it  approaches  to  its  Source.  Two 
Days  after,  the  Wind  (landing  Eaft,  we  weigh'd  An- 
chor j  and  being  favour'd  by  the  Tyde,  got  fafe 
through  the  Channel  of  the  Red  Ifland,  in  which 
the  Currents  are  apt  to  turn  a  VefTeLon  one  Side, 
as  well  as  at  the  Ifland  of  Coudrefs,  which  lies  fome 
B  3  Leagues 
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Leagues  higher.  But  upon  the  Coaft  of  the  laft 
Ifland,  we  had  certainly  flruck  upon  the  Rocks,  if 
we  had  not  drop'd  an  Anchor.  Had  the  Ship  been 
caft  away  at  that  Place,  we  might  eafiiy  have  fav'd 
ourfelves:  But  it  prov'd  fo,  that  we  were  more 
afraid  than  hurt.  Next  Morning  we  weighed  with 
a  frefh  Gale  from  the  Eaft,  and  the  next  Day  after 
came  to  an  Anchor  over  againft  Cape  Tourmente, 
where  we  had  not  above  tvyo  Leagues  over,  tho' 
at  the  fame  time  'tis  a  dangerous  Place  to  thofe  who 
are  unacquainted  with  the  Channel.  From  thence 
we  hadbutfeven  Leagues  failing  to  the  Port  of  Qtie- 
bee,  where  we  now  ride  at  Anchor.  InourPaffage 
from  the  red  Ifland  to  this  Place,  we  fa w  fuch  Floats 
of  Ice,  and  fo  much  Snow  upon  the  Land,  that  we 
were  upon  the  Point  of  turning  back  for  France, 
tho'  we  were  not  then  above  thirty  Leagues  off  our 
defired  Port.  We  were  afraid  of  being  ftop'd  by 
the  Ice,  and  fo  loft ;  but  thank  God  we  'fcap'd. 

We  have  receiv'd  advice,  that  the  Governor  has 
ynark'd  out  Quarters  for  our  Troops  in  fome  Vil- 
lages or  Cantons  adjacent  to  this  City  ;  fo  that  I 
am  oblig'd  to  prepare  to  go  afhoar,  and  therefore 
muft  make  an  end  of  this  Letter.  I  cannot  as  yet 
give  you  any  Account  of  the  Country,  excepting 
that  'tis  already  mortally  cold.  As  to  the  River,  \ 
mean  to  give  you  a  more  ample  Defcription  of  it, 
when  I  come  to  know  it  better.  We  are  inform- 
ed that  Mn  de  la  Salle  is  juft  return5d  from  his 
Travels,  which  he  undertook  upon  theDifcovery 
of  a  great  River  that  falls  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  ; 
and  that  he  imbarques  To-morrow  for  France. 
He  is  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  Canada,  and 
for  that  reafon  you  ought  to  vifit  him,  if  you  go 
to  Paris  this  'Winter.'    I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours  ,  &Co 

LET*. 
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LETTER    II. 

Dated  at  the  Canton  of  Beaupre,  May  2.  1684. 

Containing  a  Defcription  of  the  Pla?itatio?zs  of 
Canada,  and  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
firji  fortrid:  As  alfo  an  Account  of  the  'Trans- 
portation of  Whores  from  France  to  that 
.Country ;  together  with  a  View  of  its  Climate 
and  Soil. 

SIR, 

AS  foon  as  we  landed  Jaft  Year,  Mr.  de  la  Barre 
lodg'd  our  three  Companies  in  Tome  Cantons 
or  Quarters  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Quebec.  The 
Planters  call  thefe  places  Cotes,  which  in  France 
fignifies  no  more  than  the  Sea-Coaft  •,  tho'  in  this 
Country  where  the  Names  of  Town  and  Village  are 
unknown,  that  Word  is  made  ufe  of  tu  exprefs  a 
Seignory  or  Manor,  the  Houfes  of  which  lie  at 
the  Diftance  of  two  or  three  hundred  Paces  one 
from  another,  and  are  feared  on  the  Brink  of  the 
River  of  St.  Laurence.  In  earneft,  Sir,  the  Boors 
of  thofe  Manors  live  with  more  Eafe  and  Conveni- 
ency,  than  an  Infinity  of  the  Gentlemen  in  France. 
I  am  out  indeed  in  calling  'em  Boors,  for  that 
Name  is  as  little  known  here  as  in  Spain  ;  whether 
it  be  that  they  pay  noTaxes,  and  enjoy  the  Liberty 
of  Hunting  and  Fiihing  •,  or  that  the  Eafinefs  of 
their  Life,  puts  'em  upon  a  Level  with  the  Nobi- 
lity. The  pooreft  of  them  have 
fouri"^r/Vtf/jofGroundinFront,  i  An  Ai-pent  is  a  spot 
and  thirty  or  forty  in  Depth :  The    °f  Gronnd  "maining 

1     1     r>  J  1     •  l       •  j      100    Perches   Umare, 

whole  Country  beingacontinued    c„ch  of  Mj\\dghl 
Foreftof  lofty  Trees,  the  Stumps    teen  Foot  long. 
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of  which  muft  be  grub'd  up,  before  they  can  make 
ufe  of  a  Plough.  'Tistrue,  this  is  a  troublefome 
and  chargeable  Task  at  firft  •,  but  in  a  fhort  Time 
after  they  make  up  their  Loffes  •,  for  when  the  Vir- 
gin Ground,  is  capable  of  receiving  Seed,  it  yields 
an  Increafe  to  the  Rate  of  an  hundred-fold.  Corn  is 
there  fown  in  May,  and  reap'd  about  the  middle 
of  September.  Inftead  of  threfhing  the  Sheafs  in  the 
Field,  they  convey  'em  to  Barns,  where  they  lie 
till  the  coldefl  Seafon  of  the  Winter,  at  which 
time  the  Grain  is  more  eafily  difengag'd  from  the 
Ear.  In  this  Country  they  likewife  fow  Peafe, 
which  are  much  efteem'd  in  France.  All  forts  of 
Grain  are  very  cheap  here,  as  well  as  Butchers 
Meat  and  Fowl.  The  Price  of  Wood  is  almoft 
nothing,  in  comparifon  with  the  Charge  of  its  Car- 
riage, which  after  all  is  very  inconfiderable. 

Moft  of  the  Inhabitants  are  a  free  fort  of  People 
that  remov'd  hither  from  France,  and  brought  with 
?em  but  little  Money  to  fet  up  withal :  The  reft 
are  thofe  who  were  Soldiers  about  thirty  or  forty 
Years  ago,  at  which  time  the  Regiment  of  Carig- 
nan  was  broke,  and  they  exchang'd  a  Military  Poft, 
for  the  Trade  of  Agriculture.  Neither  the  one  nor 
the  other  pay'd  any  thing  for  the  Grounds  they 
poffefs,  no  more  than  the  Officers  of  thefe  Troops, 
who  mark'd  out  to  themfelves,  certain  Portions  of 
unmanur'd  and  woody  Lands  ;  for  this  vaft  Con- 
tinent is  nothing  elfe  than  one  continued  Forefr. 
The  Governors  General  allow'd  the  Officers  three 
or  four  Leagues  of  Ground  in  Front,  with  as  much 
Depth  as  they  pleas'd  ;  and  at  the  fame  Time  the 
Officers  gave  the  Soldiers  as  much  Ground  as  they 
pleas'd,  upon  the  Condition  of  the  Payment  of  a 
Crown  per  Arpent,  byway  of  Fief. 

After  the  Reform  of  thefe  Troops,  feveral  Ships 
were  fent  hither  from  France,  with  a  Cargoe  of 
Women  of  an  ordinary  Reputation,  under  the  Di- 
rection, 
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re&ion  of  fome  old  ftale  Nuns,  who  rang'd  them 
in  three  Gaffes.  The  Veftal  Virgins  were  heap'd 
up,  (if  I  may  fo  fpeak)  one  above  another,   in 
three  different    Apartments,    where  the   Bride- 
grooms fingled  out  their  Brides,  juft  as  a  Butcher 
does  an  Ewe  from  amongft  a  Flock  of  Sheep.     In 
thefe  three  Seraglio's,  there  was  fuch  Variety  and 
Change  of  Diet,  as  could  fatisfy  the  raoft  whimfi- 
cal  Appetites;  for  here  was  fome  big,  fome  little, 
fome  fair,  fome  brown,  fome  fat  and  fome  meagre. 
In  fine,    there  was   fuch  Accommodation,  that 
every  one  might  be  fitted  to  his  Mind  :  And  in- 
deed the  Market  had  fuch  a  Run,  that  in  fifteen 
Days  time,  they  were  all  difpos'd  of.     I  am  told, 
that  the  faiteft  went  off  beft,    upon  the  Appre-> 
henfion  that  thefe  being  lefs  active,  would  keep 
truer  to  their  Ingagemenrs,  and    hold  out  better 
againft  the  nipping  Cold  of  the  Winter:    But  af- 
ter all,  a  great  many  of  the  He- Adventurers  found 
themfelves  miftaken  in  their  Meafur^s.  However, 
let  that  be  as  it  will,  it  affords  a  very  curious  Re- 
mark ;  namely,  That  in  fome  Parts  of  the  World, 
to  which  the  vicious  European  Women  are  tranf- 
ported,  the  Mob  of  thofe  Countries  does  ferioully 
believe,  that  their  Sins  are  fo  defac'd  by  the  ridi- 
culous Chriftening  I  took  notice  of  before,  that 
they  are  look'd  upon  ever  after  as  Ladies  of  Vir- 
tue, of  Honour,  and  of  untarnilh'd   Conduct  of 
Life.     The  Sparks  that  wanted   to   be    married, 
made    their  Addreffes  to   the   above-mentioned 
Governeffes,    to  whom  they  were  oblig'd  to  give 
an  Account  of   their  Goods  and  Eftates,  before 
they  were  allow'd  to  make  their  Choice  in  the 
three  Seraglio's.   After  the  Choice  was  determin'd, 
the  Marriage  was  concluded  upon  the  Spot,  in  the 
Prefence  of  a  Prieft,  and  a  publick  Notary;  and 
the  next  Day  the  Governor-General  beftow'd  up- 
on the  married  Couple,  a  Bull,  a  Cow,  a  Hog,  a 

Sow, 
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Sow,  a  Cock,  a  Hen,  two  Barrels  of  fait  Meat,  and 
eleven  Crowns  ;  together  with  a  certain 
*  Homs.  Coat  of  Arms  calPd  by  the  Greeks  *  -A^ctja. 
The  Officers  having  a  nicer  Tafte  than  the 
Soldiers,  made  their  Application  to  the  Daughters 
of  the  ancient  Gentlemen  of  the  Country,  or 
thofe  of  the  richer  fort  of  Inhabitants;  for  you 
know,  that  Canada  has  been  poflefs'd  by  the  French 
above  an  hundred  Years. 

In  this  Country  every  one  lives  in  a  good  and  a 
well-furnihYd  Houfe  •,  and  mod  of  theHoufes  are 
of  Wood,  and  tv/o  Stories  high.  Their  Chimnies 
are  very  large,  by  reafon  of  the  prodigious  Fires 
they  make  to  guard  themfelves  from  the  Cold, 
which  is  there  beyond  all  meafure,  from  the  Month 
of  December ,  to  that  of  April  During  that  Space 
of  time,  the  River  is  always  frozen  over,  not- 
withstanding the  Flowing  and  Ebbing  of  the  Sea; 
•and  the  Snow  upon  the  Ground,  is  three  or  four 
foot  deep ;  which  is  very  ftrange  in  a  Country 
that  lies  in  the  Latitude  of  forty-ieven  Degrees, 
and  fome  odd  Minutes.  Mod  People  impute  the 
extraordinary  Snow  to  the  number  of  Mountains, 
with  which  this  vaft  Continent  is  replenihVd. 
Whatever  is  in  that  matter,  I  muft  take  notice  of 
one  thing,  that  feems  very  ftrange,  namely,  that 
ithe  Summer  Days  are  longer  here  than  at  Paris. 
The  Weather  is  then  fo  clear  and  ferene,~that  in 
three  Weeks  time  you  fhall  not  fee  a  Cloud  in  the 
Horizon.  1  hope  to  go  to  Quebec  with  the  'firft  Op- 
portunity ;  for  I  have  Orders  to  be  in  a  Readinefs 
£o  imbarque  within  Mttcn  Days  for  Monreal,  which 
is  the  City  of  this  Country,  that  lies  fartheft  up 
towards  the  Head  of  the  River,     I  am, 

f  I  ^ 

Tours,  &c. 
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LETTER    III. 

Dated  at  Quebec  May  15.  1684. 

Containing  an  ample  Description  of  the  City  of 
Quebec,  and  of  the  IJland  of  Orleans. 

SIR, 

BEfore  I  fet  out  for  Monreal,  I  had  the  Curio- 
fity  to  view  the  Ifland  of  Orleans,  which  is 
feven  Leagues  in  length,  and  three  in  Breadth: 
It  extends  from  over-againft  Cape  Tourmente,  to 
within  a  League  and  a  half  of  Quebec,  at  which 
Place  the  River  divides  itfelf  into  two  Branches. 
The  Ships  fail  through  the  South  Channel ;  for 
the  North  Channel  is  fo  foul  with  Shelves  and 
Rocks,  that  the  fmall  Boats  can  only  pafs  that  way. 
The  Ifland  belongs  to  a  General  Farmer  of  France, 
who  would  make  out  of  it  a  thoufand  Crowns  of 
yearly  Rent,  if  himfelf  had  the  Management  of  it. 
*Tis  furrounded  with  Plantations,  that  produce 
all  forts  of  Grain. 

Quebec  is  the  Metropolitan  of  New-France,  being 
almoft.a  League  in  Circumference  ;  it  lies  in  the 
Latitude  of  47  Degrees,  and  12  Minutes.  The 
Longitude  of  this  Place  is  uncertain,  as  well  as  that 
of  feveral  other  Countries,  with  the  Leave  of  the 
Geographers,  that  reckon  you  up  1200  Leagues 
from  Rochelle  to  Quebec,  without  taking  the  Pains  to 
meafure  the  Courfe:  However,  I  am  fure  that  it 
lies  but  at  too  great  aDiftance  from  France,  for  the 
Ships  that  are  bound  hither;  for  their  Pafiage  com- 
monly lafts  for  two  Months  and  a  half,  whereas 
the  homeward  bound  Ships  may  in  30  or  40  Days 
failing,  eafily  make  the  Belle  Ifle,   which  is  the 
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fureft.  and  maft  ufual  Land,    that  a  Ship  makes 
upon  a  long  Voyage.     The  Reafon  of  this  Diffe- 
rence, is,  that  the  Winds  are  Eafterly  for  igo* 
Days  of  the  Year,  and  Wefterly  for  260. 

Quebec  is  divided  into  the  upper  and  the  lower  Ci- 
ty. The  Merchants  live  in  the  latter,  fortheCon- 
veniency  of  the  Harbour  j  upon  which  they  have 
built  very  fine  Houfes,  three  Story  high,  of  a  fort 
of  Stone  that's  as  hard  as  Marble.  The  upper  or 
high  City  is  full  as  populous,  and  as  well  adorn'd 
as  the  lower.  Both  Cities  are  commanded  by  a 
Caltle,  that  ftands  upon  the  higheft  Ground.  This 
Caftle  is  the  Refidence  of  the  Governors,  and 
affords  them  not  only  convenient  Apartments,  but 
the  nobleft  and  moft  extenfive  Profpecf.  in  the 
World.  Quebec  wants  two  effential  things,  namely, 
a  Key  and  Fortifications ;  though  both  the  one 
and  the  other  might  be  eafily  made,  confidering 
the  Conveniency  of  Stones  lying  upon  the  Spot. 
'Tis  incompafs'd  with  feveral  Springs,  of  the  beft 
frefh  Water  in  the  World,  which  the  Inhabitants 
draw  out  of  Wells ;  for  they  are  fo  ignorant  of 
the  Hydroftaticks,  that  not  one  of  'em  knows 
how  to  convey  the  Water  to  certain  Bafins,  in 
order  to  raife  either  flat  or  fpouting  Fountains. 
Thofe  who  five  on  the  River-fide,  in  the  lower 
City,  are  not  half  fo  much  pinch'd  with  the  Cold, 
as  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Upper;  befides  that  the 
former  have  a  peculiar  Conveniency  of  tranfport- 
ingin  Boats,  Corn,  Wood,  and  other  Neceffaries, 
to  the  very  Doors  of  their  Houfes  :  But  as  the  latter 
are  more  expos'd  to  the  Injuries  of  the  Cold,  fo 
they  enjoy  the  Benefit  and  Pleafure  of  a  cooler 
Summer.  The  way  which  leads  from  the  one 
City  to  the  other,  is  pretty  broad,  and  adorn'd 
With  Houfes  on  each  fide  -,  only  'tis  a  little  fteep. 
Quebec  ftands  upon  a  very  uneven  Ground  ;  and  its 
Houfes  are  not  uniform.  The  Intendant  lives  in  a 
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Bottom,  at  fome  fmall  Diftance  from  the  Side  of  a 
jyttje  River,  which  by  joyning  the  River  of  St. 
Laurence^  coops  up  the  City  in  a  right  Angle.  His 
Houfe  is  the  Palace  in  which  the  Sovereign  Coun- 
cil affembles  four  times  a  Week ;  and  on  one  fide 
of  which,  we  fee  great  Magazines  of  Ammuni- 
tion and  Provifions.  There  are  fix  Churches  in  the 
High  City :  The  Cathedral  conlifts  of  a  Bifhop, 
and  twelve  Prebendaries,  who  live  in  common  in 
the  Chapter-Houfe,  the  Magnificence  and  Archi- 
tecture of  which  is  truly  wonderful.     Thefe  poor 
Priefts  are  a  very  good  fort  of  People  ;  they  con- 
tent themfelves  with  bare  Neceffaries,  and  meddle 
with  nothing  but  the  Affairs  of  the  Church,  where 
the  Service  is  perform'd  after  the  Roman  way.  The 
fecond  Church  is  that  of  the  Jefuits,  which  (lands 
in  the  Center  of  the  City  •,  and  is  a  fair,  ftately, 
and  well  lighted  Edifice.  The  great  Altar  of  the  Je- 
fuits Church,  is  adorn'd  with  four  great  Cylindrical 
Columns  of  one  Stone  ;  the  Stone  being  a  fort  of 
Canada  Porphyry,  and  black  as  Jet,  without  either 
Spots  or  Veins.    Thefe  Fathers  have  very  conve- 
nient and  large  Apartments,  beautify'd  with  plea- 
fant  Gardens,  and  feveral  Rows  of  Trees,    which 
are  fo- thick  and  bulhy,  that  in  Summer  one  mighc 
take  their  Walks  for  an  Ice-Houfe:  And  indeed 
we  may  fay  without  ftretching,    that  there  is  Ice 
not  far  from  'em,  for  the  good  Fathers  are  never 
without  a  Refervein  two  or  three  Places,  for  the 
cooling  of  their  Drink.     Their  College  is  fo  fmall, 
that  at  the  belt  they  have  fcarce  fifty  Scholars  at  a 
Time    The  third  Church  is  that  of  the  Recollects, 
who,  through  the  Intercefiion  of  Count  Frontenacy 
obtain'd  Leave  of  the  King  to  build  a  little  Cha- 
pel (which  I  call  a  Church  \)  notwithftanding  the 
Remonftrances  of  Mr.  dt  Laval  our  Bifhop,  who, 
in  Concert  with  the  Jefuits,  us'd  his  utmoft  Efforts 
for  ten  Years  together  to  hinder  it.     Before  the 
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building  of  this  Chapel,  they  liv'd  in  a  little  Ho« 
fpital  that  the  Bifhop  had  order'd  to  be  built  for 
'em ;  and  fome  of  'em  continue  there  ftill.  The 
fourth  Church  is  that  of  the  Urfelines,  which  has 
been  burn'd  down  two  or  three  times,  and  ftill  re- 
built to  Advantage.  The  fifth  is  that  of  the 
Hofpital-Order,  who  take  a  particular  Care  of  the 
Sick,  tho'themfelves  are  poor,  and  but  illlodg'd. 
The  Sovereign  Council  is  held  at  j^?- 
t  See  the  hec.  It  confifts  of  twelve  Counfellors  of 
^icathn  f  Capaly  de  fpada,  who  are  the  fupream 
Judicature,  and  decide  all  Caufes  with- 
out Appeal.  The  Intendant  claims  a  Right  of  be- 
ing Prefident  to  the  Council ;  but  in  the  Juftice- 
Hall  the  Governor-General  places  himfelf  fo  as 
to  face  him,  the  Judges  being  fet  on  both  Sides  of 
them  ;  fo  that  one  would  think  they  are  bothPre- 
fidehts.  While  Monfieur  de  Frontenac  was  in  Ca-. 
nada,  he  laugh'd  at  the  pretended  Precedency  of 
the  Intendants  ;  nay,  he  ufed  the  Members  of  that 
AfTembly  as  roughly  as  Cromwell  did  the  Parlia- 
ment of  England.  At  this  Court  every  one  pleads 
his  own  Caufe,  for  Sollicitors  or  Barrifters  never 
appear  there  ;  by  which  means  it  con^oHo  pafs, 
that  Law-Suits  are  quickly  brought  to  a  Period, 
without  demanding  Court  Fees  orjfeny.  other 
Charges  from  the  contending  Parties,  Tne'Judges, 
who  have  but  four  hundred  Livres  a  Year  from 
the  King,  have  a  Difpenfation  of  not  wearing  the 
Robe  and  the  Cap.  Befides  this  Tribunal,  we 
have  in  this  Country  a  Lieutenant- General,  both 
Civil  and  Military,  an  Attorney- General,  the 
Great  Provoft,  and  a  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre. 

The  way  of  travelling  in  the  Winter,  whether 
in  Town  or  Country,  is  that  of  Sledges  drawn  by 
Horfes  •,  who  are  fo  infenfible  of  the  Cold,  that 
I  have  feen  fifty  or  fixty  of 'em  in  January  andF^- 
hruary  ftand  in  the  Snow  up  to  their  Breaft,  in  the 
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midft  of  a  Wood,  without  ever  offering  to  go  near 
their  Owner's  Houfe.     In  the  Winter-time  they 
travel  from  Quebec  to  Monreal  upon  the  Ice,  the 
River  being  then  frozen  over ;  and  upon  thatOo 
cafion  thefe  Sledges  will  run  you  fifteen  Leagues  a 
Day.     Others  have  their  Sledges  drawn    by  two 
Maftiff  Dogs,  but  then  they   are  longer   by  the 
Way.  As  for  their  way  of  travelling  in  Summer, 
I  mail  tranfmit  you  an  Account  of  it,  when  I  come 
to  be  better  inform'd.     I  am  told  that  the  People 
of  this  Country  will  go  a  thoufand   Leagues  in 
Canoes  of  Bark  ;  a  Defcription  of  which  you  may 
expect,  as  foon  as  I  have  made  ufe  of  'em.     The 
Eaflerly  Winds  prevail  here  commonly  in  theSpring 
and  Autumn  •,  and  the  Wefterly  have  the  Afcen- 
dant  in  Winter  and  Summer.    Adieu,  Sir:  Imuft 
now  make  an  end  of  my  Letter,  for  my  Matter 
begins  to  run  fhort.  All  I  can  fay,  is,  that  as  foon 
as  I  am  better  inftructed   in  what  relates  to  the 
Commerce,    and  the  Civil  andJEcclefiaftical  Go- 
vernment of  the  Country,  I'fr  tranfmit  you  fuch 
exact  Memoirs  of  the  fame,  as  mail  give  you  full 
Satisfaction.    Thefe  you  may  expect  with  the  firft 
Opportunity  i  for  in  all  Appearance  our  Troops 
will  rdpjffifefter  the  Conclusion  of  the  Campaign 
that  wfjajfimow  going  to  make  in  the  Country  of 
the  Iroqitefe,   under  the  Command  of  Mcnfieur  de 
lanarre.     In  feven  or  eight  Days  time  I  mean  to 
imbark  for  Monreal -,  and  in   the  mean  time  am 
g  going  to  make  a  Progrefs  to  the  Villages  of  Stflkri, 
of  Saut  de  la  Chaudiere,  and  of  Lorete,  which  are 
inhabited  by  the  Abenakis  and  the  Hurons.     Thefe 
Places  are  not  above  three  or  four  Leagues  oil  •, 
io  that  I  may  return  with  Eafe  next  Week.     As 
for  the  Manners  of  the  People,  I  cannot  pretend 
to  defcribe  'em  fo  foon  ;    for  a  jaft  Obfervation 
and  Knowledge  of  thefe  things  cannot  be  com- 
pafs'd  without  Time,     I  have  been  this  Winter  at 
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hunting  with  thirty  or  forty  young  Algonkins,  who 
were  well-made  clever  Fellows.  My  Defign  irjL 
accompanying  them,  was,  to  learn  their  Lan- 
guage, which  is  mightily  efteem'd  in  this  Coun- 
try ;  for  all  the  other  Nations  for  a  thoufand 
Leagues  round  (excepting  the  Iroquefe  and  the 
Hurons)  underftand  it  perfectly  well ;  nay,  all 
their  refpective  Tongues  come  as  near  to  this,  as 
the  Portuguefe  does  to  the  Spanifh.  I  have  already 
made  my-felf  Mafter  of  fome  Words  with  a  great 
deal  of  Facility  ;  and  they  being  mightily  pleafed 
in  feeing  a  Stranger  ftudy  their  Tongue,  take  all 
imaginable  Pains  to  inftrucl:  me.    I  am, 

t  I  R, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER    IV. 

Dated  at  Monreal,  June  14.  1684. 

Containing  a  brief  Defcription  of  the  Habitations 
cf  the  Savages  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  Quas 
bee :  Of  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence,  &c.  as 
far  up  as  Monreal :  Of  a  curious  way  of  fijh- 
zngEels-,  and  of  the  Cities  of  Trois  Rivieres 
and  Monreal:   'Together  with  an 

*  Coureurs  de   Account  of  the  Conducl  of  the  *  Fo~ 

Bois.  See  the  Ex-  a  ~r>  Tt    Jl 

tlicatim  Table,     reft  Rangers  or  Pedlars. 

SIR, 

BEfore  my  Departure  from  Quebec,  I  vifited  the 
adjacent  Villages  inhabited  by   the  Savages. 
The  Village  of  Lorete  is  peopled  by  two  hundred 
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frillies  of  Hurons,  who  were  converted  to  Chriftia- 
nicy  by  the  Jefuits,  though  with  a  great  deaJ  of 
Relu&ancy.  The  Villages  of  Si lie ryy  and  ofSaut  de 
la  Cbaudiere,  are  compos'd  of  three  hundred  Fami- 
lies of  Abenakis,  who  are  likewife  ChrilTians,  and 
among  whom  the  Jefuits  have  fettled  Miffionaries. 
I  return'd  to  Quebec  time  enough,  and  imbarqued 
under  the  Conduct  of  a  Mailer,  that  would  rather 
have  had  a  Lading  of  Goods,  than  of  Soldiers.  The 
North-Eaft  Winds  wafted  us  in  five  or  fix  daysto3ro/'i 
Rivieres,  which  is  the  Name  of  a  fmall  City,featedat 
the  diftance  of  thirty  Leagues  from  hence.  That  City 
derives  its  Name  from  three  Rivers,  that  fpring  from 
one  Channel,  and  after  continuing  their  Divifioil  for 
feme  Space,  re-unite  into  a  joint  Stream,  that  falls  in- 
to trie  River  of  St.  Lanrence^about  half  a  quarter  of  a 
League  below  the  Town.  Had  we  fail'd  all  Night s  the 
Tides  would  have  carry 'd  us  thither  in  twoDays  time 3 
but  in  regard  that  the  River  is  full  of  Rocks  and 
Shelves,  we  durft  not  venture  upon  it  in  the  dark ;  fo$ 
we  came  to  an  Anchor  every  Night,  which  did  not  at 
all  difpleaie  me ;  for  in  the  courie  of  thirty  Leagues^ 
(notwithftanding  the  Darknefs  of  the  Night)  it  gave 
me  an  Opportunity  of  viewing  an  infinite  number 
of  Habitations  on  each  Side  of  the  River,  which  are 
not  abovea  Musket-Shot  diftant  one  from  another; 
The  Inhabitants  that  are  fettled  between  Quebec 
and  fifteen  Leagues  higher,  diverted  me  very  agrees 
ably  with  the  fiming  of  Eels.  At  low  Water 
they  ftretch  out  Hurdles  to  the  loweft  Water* 
Mark  ;  and  that  Space  of  Ground  being  then  dry- 
by  the  Retreat  of  the  Water,  is  cover'd  over,  and 
fhut  up  by  the  Hurdles.  Between  the  Hurdles  they 
place  at  certain  Diftances  Inftruments  call'd  Rticbes$ 
from  the  Refemblance  they  bear  to  a  Bee-hi\e  3  be- 
fides  Baskets  and  little  Nets  belag'd  upon  a  Pole^ 
which  they  call  Bouteux,  and  Bouts  de  Qiuevres.  Then 
they  let  all  ftand  in  this  fafhion  for  three  Months  iri 
Q  the 
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the  Spring,  and  two  in  the  Autumn.  Now  as  of- 
ten as  the  Tide  comes  in,  the  Eels  looking  out  for 
fhailow  Places,  and  making  towards  the  Shoar,  croud 
in  among  the  Hurdles,  which  hinder  'em  afterwards 
to  retire  with  the  Ebb-water ;  upon  that  they  are 
fore'd  to  bury  themfelves  in  the  abovementioned 
Engines,  nbjrh  are  fomerimes  fo  over-cram'd,  that 
they  break.  When 'tis  low  Water,  the  Inhabitants 
take  out  theie  Eels,  which  are  certainly  the  biggeft, 
and  thelongeft  in  the  World.  They  fait  them  up  in 
Barrels,  where  they'll  keep  a  whole  Year  without 
fpoiling  :  And  indeed  they  give  an  admirable  Relifii 
in  all  Sauces  ■  nay,  there's  nothing  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Quebec  defires  more,  than  that  this  Filhery 
Ihould  be  equally  plentiful  in  all  Years. 

$rois  Rivieres  is  a  little  paltry  Town,  featcd  in  the 
Latitude  of  forty-fix  Degrees  ;  'tis  not  fortified 
neither  with  Stone,  nor  Pales.  The  River  to  which 
it  owes  its  Name,  takes  its  Rife  an  hundred  Leagues 
to  the  North-Weft,  from  the  greateft  Ridge  of  Moun- 
tains in  the  Univerle.  The  Algonkins  who  are  at 
prefent  an  Erratick  Sort  of  Savages,  and,  like  the 
Arabs,  have  no  fettled  Abode  ;  that  People,  I  lay, 
feldom  ftraggle  far  from  the  Banks  of  this  River, 
upon  which  they  have  excellent  Beaver-hunting.  In 
former  times  the  Iroquefe  cut  off  three  fourths  of  that 
Nation  ;  but  they  have  not  dar'd  to  renew  their  In- 
curfions,  fince  the  French  have  peopled  the  Coun- 
tries that  lie  higher  up  upon  the  River  of  St.  Lau- 
fence.  Icall'd  Trots  Rivieres  a  little  Town,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  Paucity  of  the  Inhabitants;  though  at 
the  fame  time  they  are  very  rich,  and  live  in  (lately 
Houles-  The  King  has  made  it  the  Refidence  of 
a  Governor,  who  would  die  for  Hunger,  if  he 
did  not  trade  with  the  Natives  for  Beavers,  when 
his  fmall  Allowance  is  out  :  Befides,  a  Man  that 
would  live  there,  muft  be  of  the  like  Temper  with 
a  Dog,  or  at  Jeaft  he  muft  take  Pleafure  in  fcratch- 
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jng  his  Skin,  for  the  Fleas  are  there  more  mime" 
rous  than  the  Grains  of  Sand.  I  am  inform'd,  that 
the  Natives  of  this  Place  make  the  beft  Soldiers  iri 
the  Country. 

Three  Leagues  higher  we  enter'd  St  Peter  $  Lake, 
which  is  fix  Leagues  long,  and  had  Difficulty  enough 
in  crofting  it  ;  for  the  frequent  Calms  oblig'd  us  to 
can:  Anchor  feveral  times.  It  receives  three  or 
four  Rivers  that  abound  with  Fifh  -}  upon  the 
Mouth  of  which,  I  defcry'd  with  my  Telefcope 
very  fine  Houfes.  Towards  the  Evening  we  fail'd 
Out  of  that  Lake  with  a  frefh  Latterly  Gale ;  and 
though  we  hoifted  up  all  our  Sails,  the  Current  run 
fo  ftrong  againft  us,  that  'twas  three  Hours  before 
we  could  make  Sorely  which  was  two  fmall  Leagues 
off  Sore  I  is  a  Canton  of  four  Leagues  in  Front, 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  which,  a  certain  River 
conveys  the  Waters  of  Cbamplain  Lake,  to  the  Ri- 
ver of  St.  Laurence,  after  having  form'd  a  Water-fall 
of  two  Leagues  at  Chambli.  Though  we  reckon  but 
eight  Leagues  from  Sorel  to  Monreal,  yet  we  fpenc 
three  Days  in  failing  between  'em  ;  by  reafon  partly 
of  flack  Winds,  and  partly  of  the  Strength  of  the 
Currents.  In  this  Courfe  we  law  nothing  but 
Iflands ;  and  both  Sides  of  the  River  all  along,  from 
Quebec  to  th'is  Place,  arefo  replenifh'd  with  Inhabi- 
tants, that  one  may  juftly  call 'em  two  continued 
Villages  of  fixty  Leagues  in  Length. 

This  Place,  which  goes  by  the  Name  of  VtUemarie^ 
or  Monreal,  lies  in  the  Latitude  of  forty  five  De- 
grees, and  fome  Minutes ;  being  feated  in  an  Ifland 
ofthe  fame  Name,  which  is  about  five  Leagus  broad* 
aed  fourteen  Leagues  long.  The  Directors  of  the 
Seminary  of  St.  Sulpithis  at  Purls ,  are  the  Proprietors 
of  the  liland,  and  have  theNomination  of  a  Bailiff,  and 
feveral  other  Magiftrates  ;  nay,  in  former  Times  they 
had  the  Privilege  of  nominating  a  Governor.  This 
little  Town  lies  all  open  without  any  Fortification 
C  2  either 
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either  of  Stone  or  Wood  :  But  its  Situation  is  fo  ad- 
vantageous, notwithstanding  that  it  ftands  upon  an 
uneven  and  fandy  Ground,  that  it  might  eafily  be 
made  an  impregnable  Pod.  The  River  of  St.  Lau- 
rence, which  runs  juft  by  the  Houfes,  on  one  Side 
of  this  Town,  is  not  navigable  further,  by  Reafon 
of  its  Rapidity ;  for  about  half  a  Quarter  of  a 
League  higher,  'tis  full  of  rapid  Falls,  Eddies,  Sc. 
Mr.  Perot  the  Governor  of  the  Town,  who  has 
but  a  thoufand  Crowns  a  Year  Salary  ;  has  made 
fhift  to  get  fifty  thoufand  in  a  few  Years,  by  tra- 
ding with  the  Savages  in  Skins  and  Furs.  The 
Bailiff  of  the  Town  gets  but  little  by  his  Place, 
no  more  than  his  Officers ;  So  that  the  Merchants 
are  the  only  Perfons  that  make  Money  here  j 
for  the  Savages  that  frequent  the  great  Lakes  of 
Canada,  come  down  hither  almoft  every  Year  with 
a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Beavers  Skins,  to  be  given 
in  Exchange  for  Arms,  Kettles,  Axes,  Knives, 
and  a  Thoufand  fuch  Things,  upon  which  the  Mer- 
chants clear  two  hundred  per  Cent.  Commonly  the 
Governor-General  comes  hither  about  the  Time  of 
their  coming  down,  in  order  to  fhare  the  Profir, 
and  receive  Prefents  from  that  People.  The  Ped- 
lers  call'd  Coureurs  de  Bois,  export  from  hence  every 
Year  Several  Canows  full  of  Merchandife,  which 
they  difpofe  of  among  all  the  Savage  Nations  of  the 
Continent,  by  way  of  Exchange  for  Beaver 
Skins.  Seven  or  eight  Days  ago,  I  faw  twenty  five 
or  thirty  of  thefe  Canows  return  with  heavy  Car- 
goes ;  each  Canow  was  manag'd  by  two  or  three 
Men,  and  carry 'd  twenty  hundred  Weight,  i.  e.  for- 
ty Packs  of  Beaver  Skins,  which  are  worth  and  hun- 
dred Crowns  a  piece.  Thefe  Canows  had  been  a 
Year  and  eighteen  Months  out.  You  would  be 
amaz'd  if  you  faw  how  lewd  thefe  Pedlers  are  when 
they  return  ;  how  they  feaft  and  game,  and  how- 
prodigal  they  are3  not  only  in  their  Cloaths,  but 
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upon  Women.  Such  of 'em  as  are  married,  have 
the  Wifdorn  to  retire  to  their  own  Houfes;  but  the 
Batchelors  act  juft  as  our  Eafi- India-  Men,  and  Pi- 
rates are  wont  to  do  ;  for  they  lavifh,  eat,  drink, 
and  play  all  away  as  long  as  the  Goods  hold  out ; 
and  when  thefe  are  gone,  they  e'en  fell  their  Em- 
broidery, their  Lace,  and  their  Cloaths.  This  done, 
they  are  fore'd  to  go  upon  a  new  Voyage  for 
Subfiflance. 

The  Directors  of  the  Seminary  of  St.  Sulpitiust 
take  care  to  fend  Miffionaries  hither  from  Time  to 
Time,  who  live  under  the  Direction  of  a  Superior, 
that  is  very  much  refpected  in  the  Country.  They 
have  Apartments  allotted  for  'em  in  a  ftately,  great, 
and  pleafant  Houfe,  built  of  Free-ftone.  This 
Houfe  is  built  after  the  Model  of  that  of  St.  Sul- 
pice  at  Paris ;  and  the  Altar  ftands  by  itfelf,  juft 
like  that  at  Paris.  Their  Seignoriesor  Cantons  that 
lie  on  the  South-fide  of  the  Iiland,  produce  a  con- 
fiderable  Revenue ;  for  the  Plantations  are  good, 
and  the  Inhabitants  are  rich  in  Corn,  Cattle,  Fowl, 
and  a  thoufand  other  Commodities,  for  which  they 
find  a  Mercat  in  the  City  :  But  the  North  Part  of 
the  Ifland  lies  wafte.  Thefe  Directors  would  never 
iuffer  the  Jefuits  or  Recollects  to  difplay  their 
Banners  here  -,  though  5tis  conjectur'd,  that  at  the 
Jong  run  they'll  be  fore'd  to  confent  to  it.  At  the 
Diftance  of  a  League  from  the  Town,  I  faw  at  the 
Foot  of  a  Mountain,  a  Plantation  of  Iroquefs  Chri- 
ftians,  who  are  inftructed  by  two  Priefts  of  the  Or- 
der of  Sulpitius ;  and  I'm  inform'd  of  a  larger  and 
more  populous  Plantation  on  t'other  Side  of  the  Ri- 
ver, at  the  Diftance  of  two  Leagues  from  hence, 
which  is  took  Care  of  by  Father  Bruyas  the  Jefuit. 
I  hope  to  fet  out  from  hence,  as  foon  as  Mr.  de  la 
Bane  receives  Advice  from  France  ;  for  he  defignsto 
leave  Quebec  upon  the  Arrival  of  the  firft  Ship.  I 
refolve  to  go  to  Fort  Frontenac^  upon  the  Lake  that 
C  3  goes 
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goes  by  the  fame  Name.  If  I  may  credit  thofe  who 
have  been  formerly  in  Action  againft  the  Iroquefe, 
I  mall  be  able  upon  my  Return  from  this  Campaign, 
to  inform  you  of  fbme  Things  that  will  feem  as 
ftrange  to  you,  as  they  will  be  clifagreeable  to  my- 
felf.    I  am. 


SIR, 


Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     V, 

Dated  at  Monreal,  June  18,  1684, 

/;;  which  is  contain  d  a  fort  Account  of  this  Iro- 
quefe,  with  a  View  of  the  JVar  and  (peace  they 
made  with  the  French,  and  of  the  Means  by 
which  it  was,  brought  about. 

SIR, 

I  Wrote  to  you  but  four  Days  ago,  and  did  not  think 
to  have  heard  from  you  fo  foon  •  but  this  Morn- 
ing I  met  with  a  very  agreeable  Surprifal,  in  receive- 
ing  a  Packet  addrefs'd  to  me  by  your  Brother.  You 
may  be  fure  I  was  infinitely  well  pleas'd,  in  being 
given  to  underftand  what  haspafs'din  Europe  fmce  I 
left  it.  The  Knowledge  of  the  Affairs  of  Europe  is 
comfortable  to  one  that's  doom'd  to  another  World, 
fuch  as  this  is,  and  I  cannot  but  acknowledge  my- 
felf  infinitely  indebted  to  you,  for  the  Exactncfs  of 
your  Intelligence.  Inafmuch  as  you  require  of 
me  an  Account  of  the  Jmquefe,  and  would  have  me 
to  preient  you  with  a  joft  View  of  their  Temper 
and  Government ;  I  would  willingly  fatisfy  and 
oblige  you  in  that,  or  any  other  Point :  But  in  Re- 
gard 
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gard  that  I  am  oblig'd  to  fet  out  for  Fort  Frcntenac 
the  Day  after  To-morrow,  I  have  not  Time  to  in- 
form myfelf  of  Things,  or  to  confult  thofe  who 
have  been  in  the  Country  before:  So  that  all  I  can 
do  at  prefent,  is  only  to  acquaint  you  with  what  I 
have  learn'd  this  Winter,  from  Per/bus  that  have 
fbjourn'd  twenty  Years  among  'cm.  As  foon  as  I 
have  an  Opportunity  of  inJarging  my  Knowledge 
upon  that  Head,  by  a  more  immediate  Converfation 
with  themfelves,  you  may  affure  yourfelf  that  Fli 
impart  it  to  you.  In  the  mean  time,  be  pieas'd  to 
accept  of  what  follows. 

Thefe  Barbarians  are  drawn  up  in  five  Cantons, 
not  unlike  thofe  of  the  Swijfes.  Tho'  thefe  Can- 
tons are  all  of  one  Nation,  and  united  in  one  joint 
Intereft,  yet  they  go  by  different  Names,  viz.  the 
Sffonontouans,  the  Goycgoans,  the  Onnotagues^  the 
OnoyoittS)  and  the  Agni&s.  Their  Language  is  almoft 
the  fame ;  and  the  five  Villages  or  Plantations  in  which 
they  live,  lie  at  the  Diftance  of  thirty  Leagues  one 
from  another,  being  all  feated  near  the  South  fide 
of  the  Lake  of  Ontario,  or  of  Frontenac.  Every  Year 
the  five  Cantons  fend  Deputies  to  affift  at  the  Uni- 
on Feaft,  and  to  fmoak  in  the  great  Calumet,  or  Pipe 
of  the  five  Nations.  Each  Village  or  Canton  con- 
tains about  fourteen  thoufand  Souls,  i.  e.  1500  that 
bear  Arms,  2000  Superannuated  Men,  4000  Wo- 
men, 2000  Maids,  and  4000  Children  ;  Tho'  indeed 
fome  will  tell  you,  that  each  Village  has  not  above 
10000  oriiooo  Souls.  There  has  been  an  Alliance 
of  long  {landing  between  thefe  Nations  and  the 
Englijb)  and  by  trading  in  Furrs  to  New-Tor^,  they 
are  fupply'd  by  the  Englijh  with  Arms,  Ammuni- 
tion, and  all  other  Necefifaries,  at  a  cheaper  rate  than 
the  French  can  afford  'em  at.  They  have  no  other 
Confideration  for  England  or  France,  than  what  de- 
pends upon  the  Occafion  they  have  for  the  Commo- 
dities of  thefe  two  Nations  •  though  after  all  they 
C  4.  give 
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give  an  Over-purchafe ;  for  they  pay  for  them  four 
times  more  than  they  are  worth.  They  laugh  at 
the  Menaces  of  our  Kings  and  Governors,  for  they 
have  no  Notion  of  Dependance,  nay,  the  very  Word 
is  to  them  infupportable.  They  look  upon  them- 
felves  as  Sovereigns,  accountable  to  none  but  God 
alone,  whom  they  call  'the  great  Spirit.  They  wa- 
ged War  with  us  almoft  always,  from  the  firft  Set- 
tlement of  our  Colonies  in  Canada^to  the  firft  Years 
pf  the  Count  of  Frontenac's  Government.  Meffienrs 
de  CoyrfelleS)  and  de  2raci9  both  of  'em  Governors- 
General,  made  Head  againft  the  Agnih  upon  the 
Champlain  Lake,  in  Winter  as  well  as  in  Sum- 
mer ;  but  they  could  not  boaft  of  any  great  Suc- 
cess. They  only  burnt  their  Villages,  and  carry 'd 
pfffome  hundred  of  their  Children,  of  whom  the 
above-mention'd  Iorqaefe  Chriftians  arefprung.  'Tis 
true,  they  cut  off  ninety  or  an  hundred  Warriors  -, 
but  in  Compenfation  for  that,  feveral  Canadans,  and 
feveral  Soldiers  of  the  Regiment  of  Carignan,  being 
unprovided  againft  the  uniurTerable  Cold  of  the  Cli- 
mate, loft  their  Limbs,  and  even  their  Life  it  felf. 
Count  Frontenac  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Courfelle,  per- 
ceiving that  the  Barbarians  had  the  Advantage  of  the 
Europeans,  as  to  the  waging  of  War  in  that  Coun- 
try ;  upon  this  ApprehenfionTI  fay,  he  declin'd  fuch 
fruitless  Expeditions,  which  were  very  chargeable  to 
the  King,  and  us'd  all  his  Efforts  to  difpofe  the  Sa- 
vages to  a  fincere  and  lafting  Peace.  This  judicn 
ous  Governor  had  three  things  in  view  ^  The  firft 
was  to  incourage  the  greateft  part  of  the  French  InT 
habitants,  who  would  have  abdicated  the  Colony, 
and  returned  to  France,  if  the  War  had  continued. 
His  fecoiid  Tcpick  was,  that  the  Conclufion  of  a 
Peace  would  difpofe  an  Infinity  of  People  to  mar- 
ry, and  to  grub  up  the  Trees,  upon  which  the  Co- 
lony would  be  better  peopled  and  inlarg'd.  The 
third  Argument  that  difTuaded  him  from  carrying 
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on  the  War,  was  a  Defign  of  purfuing  the  Difcovery 
of  the  Lakes,  and  of  the  Savages  that  live  upon 
their  Banks,  in  order  to  fettle  a  Commerce  with 
'em,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  ingage  them  in  our 
lnterefts,  by  good  Alliances,  in  cafe  of  a  Rupture 
with  the  Jroquefe.  Upon  the  Confideration  of  thefe 
Reafbns,  hefentfome  Canadians  by  way  of  a  formal 
Embaffy  to  the  Jroquefe  Villages,  in  order  to 
acquaint  them,  that  the  King  being  inform'd  that  a 
groundless  War  was  carry'd  on  againft  them,  had 
lent  him  from  France  to  make  Peace  with  'em.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Ambaffadors  had  Orders  to  ftipu- 
late  all  the  Advantages  they  could  obtain  with  refe- 
rence to  the  Commerce.  The  Iroquefe  heard  this 
Propofal  with  a  great  deal  of  Satisfaction  ;  for 
Charles  II.  King  of 'England ,  had  order'dhis  Gover- 
nor in  New-Tork  to  reprefent  to  'em,  that  if  they 
continu'd  to  wage  War  with  the  French,  they  were 
ruin'd,  and  that  they  would  find  themfelves  crufh'd 
by  the  numerous  Forces  that  were  ready  to  fail 
from  France.  In  effect,  they  promis'd  to  the  Am- 
baffadors that  four  hundred  of  their  Number  fhould 
meet  Count  Frontenac,  attended  by  an  equal  Number 
of  his  Men,  at  the  Place  where  Fort  Frontenac  now 
{lands.  Accordingly,  lome  Months  after,  both  the 
one  and  the  other  met  at  the  Place  appointed,  and 
fo  a  Peace  was  concluded.  Mr.  de  la  Salle  was  very 
ferviceable  to  this  Governor,  in  giving  him  good 
and  feafonable  Advices,  which  I  cannot  now  enter 
upon,  being  oblig'd  to  make  fbme  Preparations  for 
my  Voyage.  When  the  Campaign  is  over,  you  may 
(expect  to  hear  from  me.     In  the  mean  time, 

I  am, 

SIR, 

lours,  &c. 

LET, 
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LETTER     VI. 

Dated  at  Moure  al,   June  20,  1684. 

Being  an  ample  Defcription  of  ihe  C avows  made 
of  Birch-bark,  in  which  the  Canadans  per- 
form all  their   Voyages ;  with  an  Account  of 
the  Manner  in  which  they  are  made  and  ma- 
naged. 

SIR, 

I  Thought  to  have  fet  out  as  this  Day  ■,  but  in  Regard 
that  our  Complement  of  great  Canows  is  not 
yet  brought  up,  our  Voyage  is  put  off  for  two 
Days.  Having  fo  much  Leifure-time  upon  my  Hands, 
I  have  a  Mind  to  imploy  it  in  prefenting  you  with  a 
fhort  View  of  thefe  {lender  Contrivances  in  which 
the  Canadans  perform  all  their  Voyages:  And  this 
will  furnifh  you  with  an  Idea  of  the  Voiture  of  this 
Country.  I  faw  but  now  above  an  hundred  Ca- 
nows, fome  great  and  fbme  little  ;  but  confidering 
that  the  former  are  only  proper  for  Martial  Expedi- 
tions, and  long  Voyages,  I  fhall  confine  my  De- 
icription  to  that  fort.  Even  the  great  ones  are 
of  different  Sizes,  for  they  run  from  ten  to( 
twenty  eight  Foot  long.  Indeed  the  leaft  of  all 
hold  but  two  Perfons  fet  upon  their  Breech,  as  in 
a  Coffin  ;  and  are  apt  to  overiet,ifthe  Paflfengers  move 
to  one  Side  or  t'other  :  But  thofe  of  a  larger  Size  will 
eafily  afford  Stowage  for  fourteen  Perfbns  ;  tho'  they 
are  commonly  mann'd  only  with  three  Men,  when 
they  are  imploy 5d  in  tranfporting  Provifions  and 
Merchandize ,  and  even  then  they'll  carry  twenty 
hundred  Weight.     The  largeft  Sort  are  fafe  and 
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fteady,  when  they  are  made  of  the  Bark  of  the 
Birch-tree,  which  come*  off*  with  hot  Water  in  the 
Winter  time.  The  greateft  Trees  afford  the  beft 
Barks  for  Canowj;  but  oftentimes  the  Bark  of  one 
Tree  is  not  fw-rticient.  The  Bottom  of  the  Boat  is 
all  of  one  Fiece,  to  which  the  Sides  are  fb  artfully 
few'd  by  the  Savages,  that  the  whole  Boat  appears 
as  one  continu'd  Bark.  They  are  trimm'd  and 
itrengthen'd  with  Wicker  Wreaths,  and  Ribs  of  Ce- 
dar-Wood, which  are  almoft  as  light  as  Cork ;  the 
Wreaths  are  as  thick  as  a  Crown- piece  ;  but  the 
Bark  has  the  Thicknefs  of  two  Crowns,  and  the 
Ribs  are  as  thick  as  three.  On  the  two  Sides  of  the 
Boat,  there  run  from  one  End  to  the  other  two 
principal  Head-bars,  in  which  the  Ends  of  the 
Ribs  are  inchas'd,  and  in  which  the  Spars  are  made 
faft,  that  run  acrofs  the  Boat  and  keep  it  compact. 
Thefe  Boats  have  twenty  Inches  in  Depth,  that  is 
from  the  upper  Edge  to  the  Platform  of  the  Ribs ; 
their  Length  extends  to  twenty  eight  Foot,  and  the 
Width  at  the  middle  Rib  is  computed  to  be  four  Foot 
and  a  half.  They  are  very  convenient  upon  the  Ac- 
count of  their  extream  Lightnefs,  and  the  drawing 
of  very  little  Water;  but  at  the  fame  time,  their 
brittle  and  tender  Fabrick,  is  an  Argument  of  an 
equivalent  Inconveniency  ;  for  if  they  do  but  touch 
or  grate  upon  Stone  or  Sand,  the  Cracks  of  the  Bark 
fly  open,  upon  which  the  Water  gets  in,  and  fpoils 
the  Provifions  and  Merchandize  :  Every  Day  there 
is  fome  new  Chink  or  Se^m  to  be  gumm'd  over.  At 
Night  they  are  always  unloaded,  and  carried  on  Shoar 
where  they  are  made  foft:  with  Fegs,  left  the  Wind 
mould  blow  'em  away  :  For  they  are  fb  light  that  two 
Men  carry  'em  upon  their  Shoulders  with  Eafe.  This 
Conveniency  of  Lightnefs  and  eafy  Carriage,  renders 
'em  very  ferviceable  in  the  Rivers  of  Canada,  which 
are  full  of  Cataracts,  Water-falls,  and  Currents  : 
For  in  thefe  Rivers  we  are  obJig'd  either  to  transport 
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'em  over  Land  where  fuch  Obftru&ions  happen,  or 
elfe  to  tow  'em  along  where  the  Current  is  not  over- 
rapid,  and  r.he  Shoar  is  acceCTible.  Thefe  Boats  are 
of  no  Ufe  for  the  Navigation  of  Lakes ;  for  the 
Waves  would  fwallow  'em  up,  if  they  could  not 
reach  the  Shoar  when  a  Wind  arifes.  sTis  true  the 
Inhabitants  venture  in  'em  for  four  or  five  Leagues 
from  one  Ifland  to  another  ;  but  then  'tis  always  in 
calm  Weather,  and  nothing  is  made  Ufe  of  but  Oars ; 
for  befides  the  Rifque  of  being  over-fet,  the  Goods 
are  in  Danger  of  being  damag'd  by  the  Water,  efpe- 
cially  the  Furs,  which  are  the  moll  valuable  Part 
of  the  Cargoe.  When  the  Seafon  ferves,  they  carry 
little  Sails ;  but  if  the  Wind  be  but  a  little  brisk, 
tho'  they  run  right  afore  it,  'tis  impoffible  to  make 
any  Ufe  of  it  without  running  the  Rifque  of  Ship- 
wreck. If  their  Courfe  lies  directly  South,  they 
cannot  put  up  Sail  without  the  Wind  frands  at  one 
of  the  eight  Points,  between  North-weft  and  North- 
Eaft  5  and  if  a  Wind  happens  to  fpring  any  where 
elfe,  (uniefs  it  comes  from  the  Land  which  they  coaft 
along)  they  are  oblig'd  to  put  in  to  the  Shoar  with 
all  pofTible  Expedition,  and  unload  the  Boat  out  of 
hand,  till  fuch  Time  as  a  Calm  returns. 

As  for  the  working  of  thefe  Boats,  the  Canow- 
Men  ply  fometimes  on  their  Knees,  namely,  when 
they  run  down  the  imall  Water-falls  ;  fometimes 
Handing,  when  they  item  a  Current  by  fetting  the 
Boat  along  with  Poles ;  and  fometimes  fitting, 
<viz.  in  fmooth  and  ftagnating  Water.  The  Oars 
they  make  ufe  of  are  made  of  Maple-wood,  and 
their  Form  is  reprefented  in  the  annex'd  Cut. 
The  Blade  of  the  Oar  is  twenty  Inches  long,  fix 
Inches  broad,  and  four  Lines  thick  :  The  Handle  is 
about  three  Foot  long,  and  as  big  as  a  Pigeons  Egg. 
When  they  have  Occafion  to  run  up  againft  rapid 
Currents,  they  make  ufe  of  Poles  made  of  Pine- 
wood  3  and  the  letting  of  the  Boat  along  with  thefe, 
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is  what  they  call  Piquer  de  fond.  The  Canows  have 
neither  Stern  nor  Prow,  for  they  run  to  a  Point  at 
both  Ends :  Neither  have  they  Keels,  Nails  or  Pegs, 
in  the  whole  Structure.  The  Steerfman,  or  he  who 
Conns  the  Boat,  rows  without  Interruption  as  well 
as  the  reft.  The  common  Purchafe  of  fuch  a  Boat 
is  eighty  Crowns  >  but  it  does  not  laft  above  five  or 
fix  Years. 

This  Day  I  have  receiv'd  Advice,  that  Mr.  de  la 
Barre  has  rais'd  the  Militia  in  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Quebec ,  and  that  the  Governor  of  this  Ifland  has  re- 
ceiv'd Orders  to  have  that  of  the  adjacent  Cantons  in 
Readinefs  to  march.     I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     VII. 

Dated  at  Mcnreal,  Nov.  2,  1684. 

Defcrihing  the  CourfeoftheRiver  of  St.  Lawrence, 
from  Monreal  to  the  fir ft  great  Lake  of  "Cana- 
da ;  with  the  Water-falls,  CataracJs,  and  Navi- 
gation of  that  River  :  As  alfo  Fort  Frontenac, 
and  the  Advantages  that  accrue  from  it.  To- 
gether with  a  circumflantial  Account  of  the 
Expedition  of  Mr.  de  la  Barre,  the  Governor- 
General  again ft  the  Iroquefe  ;  the  Speeches  he 
made,  the  Replies  he  receiv'd,  and  the  final 
Accommodation  of  the  Difference. 


SIR, 

THank  God  I  have  finifh'd  this  Campaign,  and 
I  am  now  return'd  in  Safety  to  this  Place.  To 
prefent  you  with  the  Hiftory  of  our  Campaign,  be 
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pleas'd  to  know  that  in  two  or  three  Days  after  the 
Date  of  my  laft,  I  imbarqu'd  on  beard  of  a  Ca- 
now  that  was  work'd  by  three  expert  Canow  Men. 
Every  Canow  contain 'd  two  Soldiers  ^  and  we  all 
row'd  up  againft  the  Current  of  the  River  till  we 
arriv'd  at  Sant  de  St.  Louis ,  about  three  Leagues 
above  this  Town,  which  is  a  little  Water-fall,  but 
fo  rapid  that  our  Watermen  were  fore'd  to  ftand 
in  the  Water  up  to  their  Middle,  in  order  to  drag 
the  Canows  againft  the  Stream  for  half  a  quarter 
of  a  League,  We  reimbarqu'd  above  this  Pais,  and 
row'd  about  twelve  Leagues  up  the  River,  and  thro' 
the  Lake  of  St.  Louis,  till  we  arriv'd  at  a  Place  calf  d 
the  Cafcades,  where  we  were  fore'd  to  turn  out  and 
carry  our  Boats  and  Baggage  over  Land,  about  half 
a  quarter  of  a  League.  'Tis  true,  we  might  have 
tow'd  our  Boats  againft  the  Stream  in  this  Place 
with  fome  Labour ;  but  there  was  a  Cataract  a  little 
above  it,  which  they  call  le  Cataratfe  du  2rou.  I 
had  taken  up  a  Notion  that  the  only  Difficulty  of 
failing  up  the  River,  confided  in  the  Trouble  of 
Land-carriage:  but  when  I  came  to  be  a  Spectator 
of  the  Matter,  I  found  that  the  Stemming  of  the 
Currents  whether  in  towing  of  the  Canows,  or  in 
fetting  them  along  with  Poles,  was  equally  labori- 
ous. About  five  or  fix  Leagues  higher  we  came  to 
the  Water-falls  cali'd  Sauts  des  Cedres9  and  du  Buif- 
fon,  uhere  we  were  fore'd  to  tranfport  our  Boats 
five  hundred  paces  over  Land.  Some  Leagues  above 
that,  we  enter'd  the  Lake  of  St.  Francis,  which  is 
faid  to  be  twenty  Leagues  in  Circumference  ;  and 
having  crols'd  it,  met  with  as  ftrong  Currents  as 
before,  particularly  at  a  Fall  cali'd  Long  Saut,  where 
we  had  recpurfe  to  Land-carriage  for  half  a  League* 
Then  we  toere  fore'd  to  drag  up  the  Boats  againft 
the  rapid  Stream  ;  and  after  a  great  deal  of  Fatigue 
came  at  laft  to  a  Pais  cali'd  la  Galete,  from  whence 
we  had  but  twenty  Leagues  failing  to  Fort  Fronie~ 
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mc.  This  Pais  was  the  laft  Difficulty  we  had  to 
furmount;  for  above  it  the  Water  was  as  ft  ill  as 
that  of  a  Pool,  and  then  our  Watermen  piy'd  with 
their  Oars  inftead  of  Poles. 

The  Maringouins,  which  we  call  Midges,  are  un- 
fufferably  troublefome  in  all  the  Countries,  of  Cana- 
da. We  were  haunted  with  fuch  Clouds  of  'em,  thac 
we  thought  to  be  eat  up;  and  fmoaking  being  the 
only  Artifice  that  could  keep  'em  off",  the  Remedy 
was  worie  than  the  Difeafe:  In  the  Night-time  the 
People  fhelter  themfelves  from  'em  in  Bowers  or 
Arbours,  made  after  the  following  Manner.  They 
drive  into  the  Ground  Stakes  or  little  Branches  of 
Trees,  at  a  certain  Diftance  one  from  another,  io 
as  to  form  a  femicircular  Figure ;  in  which  they  put 
a  Quilt  and  Bedcloaths,  covering  it  above  with  a 
large  Sheet  that  falls  down  to  the  Ground  on  all  fides3 
and  fo  hinders  the  Infects  to  enter. 

We  landed  at  Fort  Frontenac  after  twenty  Days 
failing;  and  immediately  upon  our  Arrival,  Mr. 
Duta  our  Commander  in  chief,  view'd  the  Fortifi- 
cations of  the  Place,  and  three  large  Barques  that 
lay  at  Anchor  in  the  Port.  We  repair'd  the  Fortifi- 
cations in  a  very  little  time,  and  fitted  up  the  three 
Barques.  This  Fort  was  a  Square,  confiding  of  large 
Curtains  flanked  with  four  little  Baftions;  thefe 
Flanks  had  but  two  Battlements,  and  the  Walls  were 
fo  low,  that  one  might  eafily  climb  upon  'em  with- 
out a  Ladder.  After  Mr.  de  la  Salle  concluded  the 
Peace  with  the  Iroquefe,  the  King  beftow'd  upon  him 
and  his  Heirs  the  Property  of  this  Place;  but  he 
was  fo  negligent,  that  inftead  of  enriching  himfelf 
by  the  Commerce  it  might  have  afforded,  he  was 
confiderably  out  of  Pocket  upon  it.  To  my  Mind 
this  Fort  is  lituated  very  advantageoufly  for  a  Trade 
with  the  five  hoquefe  Nations :  For  their  Villages  lye 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Lake,  upon  which 
they  may  tranfport  their  Furs  in  Canows  with  more 
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Eafe,  than  they  can  carry  'em  over  Land  to  New- 
Tork.  In  time  of  War  I  take  it  to  be  indefenfible  * 
for  the  Cataracts  and  Currents  of  the  River  are  fuch, 
that  fifty  Iroquefe  may  there  ftop  five  hundred  French, 
without  any  other  Arms  but  Stones.  Do  but  con- 
fider,  Sir,  that  for  twenty  Leagues  together  the 
River  is  Co  rapid,  that  we  dare  not  fet  the  Canow 
four  Paces  off  the  Shoar;  Befides  Canada  being  no- 
thing but  a  Foreft,  as  I  intimated  above,  'tis  im- 
poffible  to  travel  there  without  falling  every  Foot 
into  Ambufcades,  efpecially  upon  the  Banks  of  this 
River,  which  are  lin'd  with  thick  Woods,  that  ren- 
der 'em  inaccemble.  None  but  the  Savages  can  skip 
from  Rock  to  Rock,  and  fcour  thro'  the  Thickets,  as 
if 'twere  an  open  Field.  If  we  were  capable  of  fuch 
Adventures,  we  might  march  five  or  fix  hundred 
Men  by  Land  to  guard  the  Canows  that  carry  the 
Provifions;  but  at  the  fame  time  'tis  to  be  con- 
fider'd,  that  before  they  arriv'd  at  the  Fort,  they 
would  confume  more  Provifions  than  the  Canows 
can  carry ;  not  to  mention  that  the  Iroquefe  would 
Hill  out-number  'em.  As  to  the  Particulars  relating 
to  the  Fort,  I  fhall  take  notice  of  'em  when  I  come 
to  give  a  general  Defcription  of  New-France. 

While  we  continued  at  Fort  Frontenac,  the  Iroquefe 
who  live  at  Ganeouffe  and  JjjHteiite,  at  the  diftance  of 
feven  or  eight  Leagues  from  thence,  threw  in  upon 
us  Harts,  Roe-bucks,  Turkeys  and  Fifh;  in  Ex- 
change for  Needles,  Knives,  Powder  and  Ball.  To- 
wards the  End  of  Auguft  Mr.  de  la  Bane  join'd  us; 
but  he  was  dangeroufly  ill  of  a  Fever,  which 
rag'd  in  like  manner  among  moft  of  his  Militia  5 
fb  that  only  our  three  Companies  were  free  from 
Sicknefs.  This  Fever  was  of  the  intermitting 
kind;  and  the  convulfive  Motions,  Tremblings, 
and  Frequency  of  the  Pulfe  that  attended  the  cold 
Fit,  were  fo  violent,  that  moft  of  our  fick  Men 
dy'd  in  the  fecond  or  third  Fit.     Their  Blood  was 
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of  a  blackifh  brown  Colour,  and  tainted  with  a  fort 
of  yeliowifh  Serum,  not  unlike  Pus  or  corrupt  Mat- 
ter. Mr.  de  la  Bane's  Phyfician,  who  in  my  Opinion 
knew  as  little  of  the  true  Caufes  of  Fevers  as  Hippo- 
crates  or  Galen^  and  a  Hundred  Thoufand  befides; 
this  mighty  Phyfician,  I  fay,  pretending  to  trace 
the  Caufc  of  the  Fever  I  now  fpeak  of,  imputed  it 
to  the  unfavourable  Qualities  of  the  Air  and  the. 
Aliment.  His  Plea  was,  that  the  exceffive  Heat  of 
the  Seafon,  put  the  Vapours  or  Exhalations  into  an 
over-rapid  Motion  •  that  the  Air  was  fo  over-rare- 
fy 5d,  that  we  did  not  fuck  in  a  fufficienc  Quantity  of 
it;  that  the  fmall  Quantity  we  did  receive,  was  load- 
ed with  Infects  and  impure  Corpufculum's,  which 
the  fatal  NecefHty  of  Relpiration  oblig'd  us  to  fwal- 
low ;  and  that  by  this  means  Nature  was  put  into 
Difbrder :  He  added,  that  the  Ufe  of  Brandy  and 
fait  Meat  fowr'd  the  Blood;  that  this  Sowrnefs 
occafion'd  a  fort  of  Coagulation  of  the  Chyle  and 
Blood  ;  that  the  Coagulation  hundred  it  to  circulate 
thro5  the  Heart  with  a  due  Degree  of  Celerity ;  and 
that  thereupon  there  infued  an  extraordinary  Fer- 
mentation, which  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  Fever.  But 
after  all,  to  my  mind  this  Gentleman's  Syftem  wa3 
too  much  upon  the  Iroquefe  Strain  ;  for  at  that  rate 
the  Diftemper  muft  have  feiz'd  all  without  Diftinc- 
tion,  whereas  neither  our  Soldiers  nor  the  Seafon'd 
Can  a  dans  were  troubled  with  it ;  for  it  raged  only 
among  the  Militia,  who  being  unacquainted  with  the 
Way  of  fetting  the  Boats  with  Poles,  were  fore'd 
at  every  turn  to  get  into  the  Water  and  drag  'em 
up  againft  the  rapid  Stream  :  Now,  the  Waters  of 
that  Country  being  naturally  cold,  and  the  Heat 
being  exceffive,  the  Blood  might  thereupon  freeze 
by  way  of  Antiperiftafis^  and  fo  occafion  the  Fever 
I  fpeak  of,  purfuant  to  the  common  Maxim,  Om- 
nis  repent  ina  mat  alio  eft  pericttlofa,  i,  e.  All  fudden 
Changes  are  of  dangerous  Con fe querns, 
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As  foon  as  Mr.  de  la  Bane  recovered,  he  imbarqu'd 
in  order  to  continue  his  March  ;  tho'  he  might  have 
eafily  known,  that  after  halting  fourteen  or  fifteen 
Bays  at  that  Fort,  when  the  Seafon  was  (b  far  ad- 
vanc'd,  he  could  not  pretend  to  compafs  the  End  of 
his  Expedition.  We  row'd  Night  and  Day,  the 
Weather  being  very  calm,  and  in  five  or  fix  Days 
came  before  the  River  of  Famine,  where  we  were 
forc'd  to  put  in  upon  the  Apprehenfion  of  a  Storm. 
Here  we  met  with  a  Canow  that  Mr.  Dulhut  had 
fent  from  MiJJilimakinac,  with  Advice,  that  puriu- 
ant  to  Orders  he  had  engag'd  the  Hurons,  Outaouas, 
and  fome  other  People,  to  join  his  Army  ;  in  which 
he  had  above  two  hundred  brave 
*seeCoureurs  *  poreft  Rangers.  Thefe  News  were 
very  acceptable  to  Mr.  de  la  Bane  j 
but  at  the  fame  time  he  was  very 
much  perplex'd  ;  for  I'm  perfuaded  he  repented 
oftner  than  once,  of  his  entring  upon  an  Expedi- 
tion that  he  forefaw  would  prove  iuccefslefs  ;  and 
to  aggravate  the  Danger  of  his  Enterprize,  the  Iro- 
quefe  had  at  that  time  an  Opportunity  to  fall  upon 
us.  In  fine,  after  a  mature  Confideration  cf  the 
Confequences,  and  of  the  Difficulties  that  flood  in 
the  Way,  he  lent  back  the  Canow  to  Mr.  Dulhut , 
with  Orders  to  difmifs  the  Foreft  Rangers  and  Sava- 
ges immediately,  where-ever  he  was,  and  by  all 
means  to  avoid  the  approaching  to  his  Troops.  By 
good  iuck  Mr.  Dulhut  had  not  yet  reach'd  Niagara, 
when  he  receiv'd  thefe  Orders  $  with  which  the  Sa- 
vages that  accompany 'd  him  were  fo  dinatisfied, 
that  they  threw  out  all  manner  of  Invectives  againft 
the  French  Nation. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  de  la  Dane  had  difpatch'd  this 
Canow,  he  fent  Mr.  le  Moine  to  the  Village  of  the 
Otmont agues,  which  lay  about  eighteen  Leagues  up 
the  River.  This  Mr.  le  Moine  was  a  Gentleman  of 
Normandy z  and  highly  efteem'd  by  the  Iroquefe,  who 
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call'd  him  Akouejfan^  i.  e.  the  Partridge.  His  Order5 
were,  to  endeavour  by  all  means  to  bring  along 
with  him  ibme  of  the  Old-ftanders  of  that  Nation  % 
and  accordingly  he  returned  in  a  few  Days,  accom- 
pany'd  with  one  of  their  mod  confiderable  Gran- 
dees, who  had  a  Train  of  thirty  young  Warriors, 
and  was  diftinguifrYd  by  the  Title  of  the  Grangula. 
As  foon  as  he  debarqued,  Mr.  de  la  Barre  fent  him 
a  Prefent  of  Bread  and  Wine,  and  of  thirty  Sal- 
mon-Trouts,  which  they  fifh'd  in  that  Place  in  fuch 
Plenty,  that  they  brought  up  a  hundred  at  one  Caft 
of  a  Net:  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  the  Grandee 
to  underftand,  that  he  congratulated  his  Arrival, 
and  would  be  glad  to  have  an  Interview  with  him 
after  he  had  refted  himfelf  for  fome  Days.  You 
muft  know  that  he  had  us'd  the  Precaution  of  fend- 
ing the  Sick  back  to  the  Colony,  that  the  Iroquefe 
might  not  perceive  the  Weaknefs  of  his  Forces ;  and 
to  favour  the  Statagem,  Mr.  le  Moine  reprefented  to 
the  Grangula^  that  the  Body  of  the  Army  was  left 
behind  at  Fort  Frontenac^  and  that  the  Troops  he 
faw  in  our  Camp,  where  the  General's  Guards.  But 
Unhappily  one  of  the  Iroquefe  that  had  a  Smattering 
of  the  French  Tongue,  having  ftroul'd  in  the  Night- 
time towards  our  Tents,  over-heard  what  we  faid, 
and  fo  reveafd  the  Secret.  Two  Days  after  their 
Arrival,  the  Grangula  gave  notice  to  Mr.  de  la  Barre 
that  he  was  ready  for  an  Interview  ;  and  according- 
ly an  Hour  being-appointed,  the  whole  Company 
appear'd  as  the  Figure  rcprefents  it. 

The  Grangula  fat  on  the  Eaft  fide,  being  plac'd 
at  the  Head  of  his  Men,  with  his  Pipe  in  his  Mouth, 
and  the  great  Calumet  of  Peace  before  him.  He 
was  very  attentive  to  the  following  Harangue,  pro- 
noune'd  by  our  Interpreters  ;  which  you  cannot 
well  underftand,  without  a  previous  Explication  of 
the  Calumet^  and  the  Coliers  that  it  mentions. 
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The  Calumet  of  Peace  is  made  of  certain  Stones, 
or  of  Marble,  whether  red,  black,  or  white.     The 
Pipe  or  Stalk  is  four  or  five  Foot  long ;  the  Body 
of  the  Calumet  is  eight  Inches  long,  and  the  Mouth 
or  Head  in  which  the  Tobacco  is  lodg'd,  is  three 
Inches  in  length  ;  its  Figure  approaches  to  that  of  a 
Hammer.     The  red  Calumets   are   moft  efteem'd. 
The  Savages  make  ufe  of 'em  for  Negotiations  and 
State  Affairs,  and  efpecially  in  Voyages $  for  when 
they  have  a  Calumet  in  their  Hand,  they  go  where 
they  will  in  Safety.     The  Calumet  is  trimm'd  with 
yellow,  white  and  green  Feathers,  and  has  the  fame 
effect  among  the  Savages,  that  the  Flag  of  Friend- 
Ihip  has  amongft  us ;  for  to  violate  the  Rights  of 
this  venerable  Pipe,  is  among  them  a  flaming  Crime, 
that  will  draw  down  Mifchief  upon  their  Nations. 
As  for  the  Colters  ^  they  are  certain  Swathes  of  two 
or  three  Foot  in  length,  and  fix  Inches  in  breadth  • 
being  deck'd  with  little  Beads  made  of  a  certain  fort 
of  Shells  that  they  find  upon  the  Sea-fhoar,  between 
New-Tor k  and  Virginia.      Thefe  Beads  are  round, 
and  as  thick  as  a  little  Pea ;  but  they  are  twice  as 
long  as  a  Grain  of  Corn  :  Their  Colour  is  either  blue 
or  white ;  and  they  are  bor'd  thro'  juft  like  Pearl, 
being  run  after  the  fame  manner  upon  Strings  that 
lye  fideways  one  to  another.     Without  the  Inter- 
vention of  thefe  Goiters^  there's  no  Bufinefs  to  be 
negotiated  with  the  Savages ;  for  being  altogether 
unacquainted  with  Writing,  they  make  ufe  of  them 
for   Contracts    and   Obligations.     Sometimes  they 
keep  for  an  Age  the  Coliers  that  they  have  receiv'd 
from  their  Neighbours ;    and  in  regard  that   every 
Coiier  has  its  peculiar  Mark,    they  learn  from   the 
old  Perfons,    the  Circumftances  of  the  Time  and 
Place  in  which  they  were  deliver'd  ;  but  after  that 
Age  is  over,  they  are  made  ufe  of  for  new  Treaties. 
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Mr.  de  la  Barre'5  Harangue,  was  to  this  Purpo/b. 

6  The  King,  my  Mafter,  being  inform'd  that 
the  five  Iroquefe  Nations  have  for  a  long  Time 
made  Infractions  upon  the  Meafures  of  Peace,  or- 
der'd  me  to  come  hither  with  a  Guard,  and  to 
fend  Akouejfan  to  the  Canton  of  the  Onuot agues, 
in  order  to  an  Interview  with  their  principal  Lea- 
ders, in  the  Neighbourhood  of  my  Camp.  This 
great  Monarch  means,  that  you  and  I  fhould 
fmoak  together  in  the  great  Calumet  of  Peace, 
with  the  Provifo,  that  you  ingage  in  the  Name  of 
the  Tjonnontouans,  Goyoguans,  Onnctagues,  Onnoy- 
outcs,  and  Agnies^  to  make  Preparation  to  his  Sub- 
jects, and  to  be  guilty  of  nothing  for  the  future, 
that  may  occafion  a  fatal  Rupture. 
c  The  Tfonnontouans,  Goyogouans,  Omiot agues,  On- 
noyoutes  and Agnies,  have  ftrip'd,  rob'd,  and  abus'd 
all  the  Foreft-Rangers,  that  travel' d  in  the  way 
of  Trade  to  the  Country  of  the  Jllinefe,  of  the 
Oumamis,'  and  feveral  other  Nations,  who  are  my 
Matter's  Children.  Now  this  Ufage  being  in  high 
Violation  of  the  Treaties  of  Peace  concluded  with 
my  Predeceftbr,  I  am  commanded  to  demand  Re- 
paration, and  at  the  lame  time  to  declare,  that 
in  cafe  of  their  Refufal  to  comply  with  my  De- 
mands, or  of  relapfing  into  the  like  Robberies, 
War  is  pofitively  proclaim'd. 

tfhis  Colier  makes  my  Words  good. 

'  The  Warriors  of  thefe  five  Nations  have  intro- 
duce the  Englifi  to  the  Lakes,  belonging  to  the 
King  my  Mafter,  and  into  the  Country  of  thofe 
Nations  to  whom  my  Mafter  is  a  Father:  This 
they  have  done  with  a  Defign  to  ruin  the  Com- 
merce of  his  Subjects,  and  to  oblige  thefe  Nations  to 
depart  from  their  due  Allegiance  ^  notwithftanding 
the  P.emonftrances  of  the  late  Governor  of  New- 
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c  Tork,  who  faw  thro'  the  Danger  that  both  they 
c  and  the  Englijh  expos'd  themielves  to.  At  pre- 
'  lent  I  am  willing  to  forget  thole  A&ions;  but  if 
*  ever  you  be  guilty  of  the  like  for  the  future,  I 
6  have  exprefs  Orders  to  declare  War. 

tfbis  Colier  warrants  my  Words. 

c  The  fame  Warriors  have  made  feveral  barba- 
rous Incurfions  upon  the  Country  of  the  lllinefe^ 
and  the  Oumamis,.  They  have  maffacred  Men, 
Women,  and  Chldren  •  they  have  took,  bound, 
and  carried  off  an  infinite  Number  of  the  Natives 
of  thoie  Countries,  who  thought  themielves  fe- 
cure  in  their  Villages  in  a  time  of  Peace.  Thefe 
People  are  my  Mailer's  Children,  and  therefore 
muft  hereafter  ceafe  to  be  your  Slaves.  I  charge 
you  to  reftore  'em  to  their  Liberty,  and  to  fend 
'em  home  without  Delay  ;  for  if  the  five  Nations 
refufe  to  comply  with  this  Demand,  I  have  expreis 
6  Orders  to  declare  War. 

tfbis  Colier  makes  my  Words  good. 

c  This  is  all  I  had  to  fay  to  the  Grangula,  whom 
c  I  defire  to  report  to  the  five  Nations,  this  Decla- 

*  ration,  that  my  Mafter  commanded  me  to  make. 

L  He  wifhesthey  had  not  obh'g'd  him  to 

*  The  French    c  fend  a  potent  Army  to  the  Fort  of*Gf- 
F  o  »Lz°n     C  taracouy.  in  order  to  carry  on  a  War 

c  that  will  prove  fatal  to  them  :  And  he 
s  will  be  very  much  troubled,  if  it  fo  falls  our3 
'  that  this  Fort,  which  is  a  Work  of  Peace,  muft  be 
c  imploy'd  for  a  Pfiibn  to  your  Militia.  Theie 
e  Miichiefs  ought  to  be  prevented  by  mutual  Endea- 
f  vours:  The  French  who  are  (he  Brethren  and 
'  Friends  of  the  five  Nations,    will  never  difturb 

*  their  Repofe;    provided  they  make   the  Satisfac- 
'  tion  I  now  demand,  and  prove  religious  Obfervers 

*  pf  their  Treaties.      I  wi/h  my  Words  may  pro- 
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c  duce  the  defir'd  Effed: ;  for  if  they  do  not,  I  am 
c  oblig'd  to  join  the  Governor  of  New-Tor  k9  who 
'  has  Orders  from  the  King  his  Mailer,  to  affift  me 
'  to  burn  the  five  Villages,  and  cut  you  off. 

3* bis  CoJier  confirms  my  IVord. 

While  Mr.  de  la  Barrels  Interpreter  pronoune'd 
this  Harangue,  the  Grangula  did  nothing  but  Jook'd 
upon  the  End  of  his  Pipe:  After  the  Speech  was 
finifh'd,  he  rofe,  and  having  took  five  or  fix  Turns 
in  the  Ring  that  the  French  and  the  Savages  made, 
he  return'd  to  his  Place,  and  Handing  upright  fpoke 
after  the  following  manner  to  the  General,  who  fat 
in  his  Chair  of  State. 

'  t  Onnontio9  1  honour  vou,  and  all  t  This  Tide  they 
<  the  Warriors  that  accompany  me  do   *"*  t0  th°  Go' 

c      .       r  Tr  T  1  ,        senior  -  General 

the  lame:  Your  Interpreter  has  made  0f  Canada. 
Q  an  end  of  his  Difcourfe,  and  now 
6  I  come  to  begin  mine.  My  Voice  glides  to  your 
c  Ear,  pray  liften  to  my  Words. 
c  c  Onnontio,  in  fetting  out  from  Quebec y  you  muft 
c  needs  have  fancy 'd  that  the  fcorching  Beams  of 
'  the  Sun  had  burnt  down  the  Forefts  which  render 
'  our  Country  unacceffible  to  the  French ;  or  elfe 
c  that  the  Inundations  of  the  Lake  had  furrounded 
c  our  Cottages,  and  confiVd  us  as  Prifoners.  This 
c  certainly  was  your  Thought  3  and  it  could  be  no- 
e  thing  elfe  but  the  Curiofity  of  feeing  a  burnt  or 
c  drown'd  Country,  that  mov'd  you  to  undertake 
c  a  Journey  hither.  But  now  you  have  an  Oppor- 
c  tunity  of  being  undeceiv'd,  for  1  and  my  warlike 
'  Retinue  come  to  allure  you,  that  the  yfonontou- 
c  ans9  Goyogouans,  Onnotagues,  Onnoyoutes  and 
'  Agnies,  are  not  yetdeftroy'd.  I  return  you  thanks 
4  in  their  Name,  for  bringing  into  their  Country 
€  the  Calumet  of  Peace,  that  your  Predeceffor  re- 
'  ceiv'd  from  their  Hands.  At  the  fame  time  I 
D  4  '  con- 
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c  congratulate  your  Happinefs,  in  hav- 
■t  Buying  the      '  ing  jeft  under  Ground  f  the  bloody 

iZeT    >       '  Axe'  that  has  been  fo  ofcen  d>'d  with 
G  the  Blood  of  the  French.   I  muft  tell 

c  you,  Onnontio,   1  am  not  afleep,    my   Eyes  are 

c  open  ;  and  the   Sun  that   vouchsafes  the   Light, 

c  gives  me  a  clear  View  of  a  great  Captain  at  the 

*  Head  of  a  Troop  of  Soldiers,  who  fpeaks  as  if  he 
c  were  afleep.  fie  pretends  chat  he  does  not  ap- 
e  proach  to  this  Lake  with  any  other  View,  than 
c  to  fmoak  with  the  Onnctagues  in  the  great  Calu- 
c  met  1  but  the  Granpiia  knows  better  things,  he 
1  (hes  plainly  that  the  Onnontio  mean'd  to  knock 
f  'em  on  the  Head,  if  the  French  Arms  had  not 

*  been  fo  much  weaken'd. 

c  I  perceive  that  the  Onnontio  raves  in  a  Camp  of 
'  fick  People,  whofe  Lives  the  great  Spirit  has  iav'd, 
'  by  vifiting  them  with  Infirmities.  Do  you  hear, 
c  Onnontio,  our  Women  had  took  up  their  Clubs  • 
{  and  the  Children  and  the  old  Men,    had  vifited 

your  Camp  with  their  Bows,  and  Arrows,  if  our 
$  Warlike  Men  had  not  ftop'd  and  difarm'd  them., 

4  when  Akouejfau  your  AmbafTador  appeared  before" 

*  my  Village.  But  I  have  done,  I'll  talk  no  more 
s  of  that. 

6  You  muft  know,  Onnontio^  we  have  robb'd  no 
G  French  Men,  but  thofe  who  fupply'd  the  Illinefe 
c  and  the  Omuamis  (our  Enemies)  with  Fufees,  with 

5  Powder,  and  with  Ball:  Thefe  indeed  we  took 
c  care  of,  becaufe  fuch  Arms  might  have  coft  us  our* 
c  Life.     Our  Conduct  in  that  Point  is  of  a  Piece 

*  with  that  of  the  Jefuits,  who  ftave  all  the  Barrels 
c  of  Brandy  that  are  brought  to  our  Cantons,  left 
£  the  People   getting  drunk  mould  knock  them  in 

6  the  Head.  Our  Warriors  have  no  Beavers  to 
c  give  in  Exchange  for  all  the  Arms  they  take  from 
c  the  French;  and  as  for  the  Old  fuperannuated 
6  People^  they  do  not  thinly  of  bearing  Arms. 

"  '   '.      '   '  '  ■       tfbis 
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tfbis  Colier  comprehends  my  Word. 

c  We  have  condu&ed  the  Englijh  to  *  Th  P****. 
our  *  Lakes,  in  order  to  traffick  with  2£££? 
the  Outaouas,  and  the  Hurons ;  juft  as 
xhzAlgonkins  conducted  the  French  to  our  five  Can- 
tons, in  order  to  carry  on  a  Commerce  that  the 
Englijh  lay  claim  to  as  their  Right.  We  are  born 
Freemen,  and  have  noDepend?.nce  either  upon  the 
Onnontw  or  the  f  Corlar.  We  have  a 
Power  to  go  where  wepleafe,  to  con-    t  Corlar  is  the 


duel  who  we  will  to  the  Places  were- 


Title  of  the 


Governor   of 

fort  to,  and  to  buy  and   fell  where    New- York. 
we  think  fit.     If  your  Allies  are  your 
Slaves  or  Children,  you  may  e'en   treat  'em  as 
fuch,  and  rob  'em  of  the  Liberty  of  entertaining 
any  other  Nation  but  your  own. 

5th  is  Colier  contains  my  Word. 

*  We  fell  upon  the  IlUnefe  and  the  Oumamis,  be- 
caufe  they  cut  down  the  Trees  of  Peace  that  ferv'd 
for  Limits  or  Boundaries  to  our  Frontiers.   They 
came  to  hunt  Beavers  upon  our  Lands  •  and  con- 
trary to  the  Cuftom  of  all  the  Sava- 
ges, have  carried  off  whole  Stocks,  $        £  Among 
both  Male  and  Female.     They  have    ^  ^"ftai 
ingag'd  the  Chaouanons  in  their  Inte-    crimejo  ts- 
reft,    and   entertain'd   'em  in   their  ftrcy  all  the 
Country.     They  fupply'd   'em  with    havers  of  a 
Fire-Arms,  after  the  concerting  of  ill    Settlemenu 
Defigns  againft  us.     We  have  done 
lefs  than  the  EngliJJo  and  the  French,  who  without 
any  Right,  have  ufurp'd  the  Grounds  they  are 
now  pofifefs'd  of ;    and  of  which  they  have  dif- 
lodg'd  fsveral  Nations,  in  order  to  make  way  for 
their  building  of  Cities,  Villages  and  Forts. 

Urns. 
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Sfbis  Colier  contains  my  Word? 

c  I  give  you  to  know,  Omwntio,  that  my  Voice 
4  is  the  Voice  of  the  five  Iroquefe  Cantons.     This  is 

*  their  Anfwer,  pray  incline  your  Ear,  and  lift'en 
6  to  what  they  reprefent. 

6  The    2jbnontottans9     Qoyogouans,    Onnot agues, 
•  Omioyoutes,  and  Agriies  declare,  that 

*  interring  the    <  they  jnterr'd  *  theAxe  at  Cataracouy, 

iTm/Zflf  \  in  the  Prerence  of  y°ruv  PredecefTor, 
a  veace;  and  in  the  very  Center  of  the  Fort ;  and 
the  digging  of    c  planted  the  Tree  of  Peace  in  the  fame 

it  ^.imports       C    pj  that  jt       j    ht  be  carefuUy  pre. 

a  Declaration      c    r       ,  '         ,  ,     to         ,  „.     \  v    . 

of  War.  iervd;    that    twas  then  itipulated, 

c  that  the  Fort  fhould  be  us'd  as  a  Place 

c  of  Retreat  for  Merchants,  and  not  a  Refuge  for  Sol- 

c  diers;  and  that  inftead  of  Arms  and  Ammuni- 

*  tion,  it  mould  be  made  a  Receptacle  of  only  Bea- 
'  ver-Skins,  and  Merchandize  Goods-  Be  it  known 
c  to  you,  Onnontio,  that  for  the  future  you  ought 
c  to  take  Care,  that  fo  great  a  Number  of  Martial- 

4  Men  as  I  now  fee,  being  fhut  up  in  fo  fmall  a  Fort, 

5  do  not  ftifle  and  choak  the  Tree  of  Peace.  Since 
c  it  took  Root  fo  eafily,  it  muft  needs  be  of  perni- 
'  cious  Confequence  to  flop  its  Growth,  and  hin- 
c  der  it  to  made  both  your  Country  and  ours  with 
c  its  Leaves.  I  do  affure  you,  in  the  Name  of  the 
c  five  Nations,  that  pur  Warriors  fhall  dance  the 
'  Calumet  Dance  under  its  Branches;  that  they  fhall 

6  reft     in      Tranquillity    upon     their 
$  This  Hrafe    «  $  Matts,  and  will  never  dig  up  the 

{hefe  ce  *****    *    Axe  t0  CUt  d°W"  the  TreC  °f  Fe*Ce> 
c  till  inch  time  as  the  Onnontio  and  the 

c  Corlar,  do  either  jointly  or  feparately  offer  to  in- 

'  vade  the  Country,  that  the  great  Spirit  has  di£ 

'  pos'd  of  in  the  favour  of  our  Anceftors. 
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ft  bis  Colier  contains  my  Word;  and  the  other  compre- 
hends the  Power  granted  to  me  by  the  five  Na- 
tions. 

Then  the  Grangula  addrefs'd  himfelf  to  Mr.  le 
Moine}  and  lpoke  to  this  Purpofe. 

c  Akottejfan^  take  Heart,  you  are  a  Man  of  Senfe^ 
'  fpeak  and  explain  my  Meaning ;  be  fure  you 
6  forget  nothing,  but  declare  all  that  thy  Brethren 
c  and  thy  Friends  reprefent  to  thy  chief  Onnontio9 
*  by  the  Voice  of  the  Grangula^  who  pays  you  all 
c  Honour  and  Reipedt,  and  invites  you  to  accept 
6  of  this  Prefent  of  Beavers,  and  to  affift  at  his 
'  Feaft  immediately. 

c  This  other  Prefent  of  Beavers  is  fent  by  the 
(  five  Nations  to  the  Qnnontio. 

As  foon  as  the  Grangula  had  done,  Mr.  le  Moine 
and  the  Jefuits  that  were  prefent,  explain'd  his  An- 
fwer  to  Mr.  de  la  Barre,  who  thereupon  retir'd  to 
his  Tent  and  ftorm'd  and  bluiter'd,  'till  fome  body 
came  and  reprefented  to  him,  that,  Iroca  Progenies 
nefcit  habere  modos^  i.  e.  £he  Iroquefe  are  always  up- 
<  on  Extreams.  The  Grangula  danc'd  after  the  Iroquefe 
manner,  by  way  of  Prelude  to  his  Entertainment  j 
after  which  he  regafd  feveral  of  the  French.  Two 
Days  after  he  and  his  Martial  Retinue  return'd  to 
their  own  Country,  and  our  Army  let  out  for  Men* 
real.  As  foon  as  the  General  was  on  board,  toge- 
ther with  the  few  healthy  Men  that  remain'd,  the 
Canows  were  difpers'd,  for  the  Militia  ftraggled  here 
and  there,  and  every  one  made  the  belt,  of  his  way 
home.  Our  three  Companies  indeed  kept  together, 
becaufe  all  of  us,  both  Officers  and  Soldiers,  were 
carried  in  fiat-bottom'd  Boats,  made  of  Deal  on, 
purpofe  for  our  Ufe.  However,  I  could  have 
wjfh'd  to  have  run  down   the  Falls  and  Cataradfo 


44  Some  New  Voyages 

in  the  fame  Canow  that  brought  me  up,  for  every 
body  thought  we  mould  have  been  caft  away  at 
thefe  Partes,  which  are  full  of  Eddies  and  Rocks ; 
and  'twas  never  heard  before,  that  fuch  Precipices 
were  pafs'd  with  Deal  Boats  either  upwards  or 
downwards.  But  we  were  forc'd  to  run  all  Hazards, 
and  had  certainly  been  fwallow'd  up  in  thofe  Moun- 
tains of  Water,  if  we  had  not  oblig'd  feveral  Ca- 
nows  to  moot  the  Cataracts  at  the  head  of  our  Boats, 
in  order  to  mew  us  the  Way,  at  the  fame  time  we 
had  prepar'd  our  Soldiers  for  rowing  and  fhieving 
upon  Occafion.  Do  but  confider,  Sir,  that  the 
Currents  run  as  faft  as  a  Cannon  Ball ;  and  that  one 
falfe  Stroak  of  the  Oar,  would  have  run  us  unavoid- 
ably upon  the  Rocks ;  for  we  are  oblig'd  to  fleer  a 
Zig-zag  Courfe  purfuant  to  theThread  of  the  Stream, 
which  has  fifty  Windings.  The  Boats  which  are 
loaded,  are  fometimes  loft  in  thofe  Places.  But  af- 
ter all,  tho'  the  Rifque  we  run  be  very  great,  yet 
by  way  of  Compenfation,  one  has  the  Satisfaction 
of  running  a  great  Way  in  a  little  Time;  for  we 
run  from  Galete  to  this  Town  in  two  Days  time, 
notwithstanding  that  we  crofs'd  the  two  ftagnating 
Lakes  I  took  notice  of  before. 

As  foon  as  we  landed,  we  receiv'd  Advice  that 
the  Chevalier  de  Callieres  was  come  to  fupply  the 
room  of  Mr.  Perrot,  the  Governor  of  this  Place. 
Mr.  Perot  ^  has  had  feveral  Scuffles  with  Mr.  de  Fron- 
tetiac,  and  Mr.  de  la  Barre-y  of  which  you  may  ex- 
pect: a  farther  Account,  when  I  am  better  inform'd. 
All  the  World  blames  our  General  for  his  bad  Suc- 
cefs:  'Tis  talk'd  publickly,  that  his  only  Defign  was 
to  cover  the  fending  of  feveral  Canows  to  traffick 
with  the  Savages  in  thofe  Lakes  for  Beaver-Skins. 
The  People  here,  are  very  bufy  in  wafting  over  to 
Court  a  thoufand  Calumnies  againft  him  ;  both  the 
Clergy  and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  long  Robe,  write 
to   his  Diiadvantage.     Tho'  after  all,  the  whole; 

Charge 
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Charge  is  falfe ;  for  the  poor  Man  could  do  no  more 
than  he  did.  Juft  now,  I  was  inform'd  that  Mr. 
Hainaitt,  Mr.  Montortier,  and  Mr.  Durivau,  three 
Captains  of  Ships,  are  arriv'd  at  Quebec,  with  a 
Defign  to  pafs  the  Winter  there,  and  to  aflift  him 
as  Counfellors ;  and  that  the  laft  of  thefe  three  has 
brought  with  him  an  Independent  Company,  to  be 
commanded  by  himfelf. 

I  (hall  have  no  Opportunity  of  writing  again  be- 
fore the  next  Spring  j  for  the  laft  Ships  that  are  to 
return  for  France  this  Year,  are  now  ready  to  Sail. 

I  am,  SIR,  Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     VIII. 

Dated  at  Mowed,  June  28.  1685. 

Reprefenting  the  Fortifications  of  Monreal,  and 
the  indifcreet  Zeal  of  the  Priefts,  who  are 
Lords  of  that  'Town:  With  a  Defer ipti on  of 
Chambli,  and  of  the  Commerce  of  the  Savages 
upon  the  great  Lakes. 

SIR, 

I  Have  juft  receiv'd  yours,  by  a  fmall  Veflel  of 
Bourdeaux,  loaded  with  Wine  -,  which  is  thefirft 
that  came  to  Quebec  this  Year.  I  am  mightily  pleas'd 
to  hear  that  the  King  has  granted  to  Mv.de  la  Salle 
fbur  Ships,  to  go  upon  the  Difcovery  of  the  Mouth 
of  the  Mijfifipi ;  and  cannot  but  admire  your  Curio- 
fity,  in  defiring  to  know  the  Occurrences  of  this 
Place,  and  how  I  fpent  my  Time  in  the  Winter. 

Mr.  de  Callieres  was  no  fooner  poflefs'd  of  his  Go- 
vernment, than  he  ordered  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
Town,  and  of  the  adjacent  Country,  to  cut  down 
and  bring  in  great  Stakes^  of  fifteen  Foot  in  length, 

to 

3 


46  Some  New  Voyages 

to  fortify  the  Town.  During  the  Winter,  thefe  Or* 
ders  were  purfued  with  fo  much  Application,  that 
all  things  are  now  ready  for  making  the  Inclofure- 
in  which  five  or  fix  hundred  Men  are  to  be  imploy'd. 
I  fpentPart  of  the  Winter  in  Hunting  with  the  Al- 
gonkins^  in  order  to  a  more  perfect  Knowledge  of 
their  Language  ;  and  the  reft  I  fpent  in  this  Place, 
with  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs:  for,  here  we  can- 
not enjoy  our  felves,  either  at  Play,  or  in  vifiting 
the  Ladies,  but  'tis  prefently  carried  to  the  Cu- 
rate's Ears,  who  takes  publick  notice  of  it  in  the 
Pulpit.  His  Zeal  goes  fo  far,  as  even  to  name 
the  Perfbns ;  and  fince  he  refufes  the  Sacrament  of 
the  Holy  Supper  to  Ladies  of  Quality,  upon  themoft 
flender  Pretences,  you  may  eaiily  guefs  at  the  other 
Steps  of  his  Indiscretion.  You  cannot  imagine  to 
what  a  Pitch  thefe  Ecclefiaftical  Lords  have  fcrew'd 
their  Authority:  They  excommunicate  all  the 
Masks,  and  where-ever  they  fpy  'era,  they  fun  after 
'em  to  uncover  their  Faces,  and  abufe  'em  in  a  re- 
proachful Manner :  In  fine,  they  have  a  more  watch- 
ful Eye  over  the  Conduct  of  the  Girls  and  married 
"Women,  than  their  Fathers  and  Husbands  have. 
They  cry  out  againft  thofe  that  do  not  receive  the 
Sacrament  once  a  Month  -3  and  at  Eafter  they  oblige 
allfbrts  of  Perfons  to  give  in  Bills  to  their  Confeffors. 
They  prohibit  and  burn  all  the  Books  that  treat  of 
any  other  Subject  but  Devotion.  When  I  think  of 
this  Tyranny,  I  cannot  but  be  inrag'd  at  the  imper- 
tinent Zeal  of  the  Curate  of  this  City.  This  inhu- 
man Fellow  came  one  Day  to  my  Lodging,  and 
finding  the  Romance  of  the  Adventures  otPeironias 
upon  my  Table,  he  fell  upon  it  with  an  unimagina- 
ble Fury,  and  tore  out  almoft  all  the  Leaves.  This 
Book  I  valued  more  than  my  Life,  becauie  'tvvas  not 
caftrated  ;  and  indeed  I  was  fo  provok'dwhen  I  faw 
it  all  in  Wreck,  that  if  my  Landlord  had  not  held 
me,  I  had  gone  immediately  to  that  turbulent  Pa- 
yor's 
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ftor's  Houfe,  and  would  havepluck'd  out  the  Hairs 
of  his  Beard  with  as  little  Mercy  as  he  did  the  Leaves 
of  my  Book.  Thefe  Animals  cannot  content  them- 
felves  with  the  ftudying  of  Mens  A&ions,  but  they 
muft  likewife  dive  into  their  Thoughts.  By  this 
Sketch,  Sir,  you  may  judge  what  a  pleafant  Life 
we  lead  here. 

The  30th  of  the  laft  March  the  Ice  melted ;  and 
the  River  being  then  open,  I  was  lent  with  a  fmall 
Detachment  to  Chambli :  for  commonly  the  Sun  re- 
fumes  its  Vigour  here  much  about  that  Time.  Cham- 
bli (lands  on  the  Brink  of  a  Bafin,  about  five  or  fix 
Leagues  offthis  Place  :  That  Bafin  is  two  Leagues  in 
Circumference,  and  receives  the  Lake  of  Champlain 
by  a  Water-fall  that  is  a  League  and  a  half  in  length  ; 
out  of  which  there  arifes  a  River  that  difembogues  at 
Sorel  into  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  as  I  intimated 
above  in  my  fourth  Letter.  In  former  times  this 
Place  had  a  great  Trade  in  Beaver-skins,  which  is 
now  decay 'd :  for  the  Soccokis,  the  Mahingans,  and 
the  Openangos,  us'd  formerly  to  refort  thither  in 
Shoals,  to  exchange  their  Furs  for  other  Goods ;  but 
at  prefent  they  are  retir'd  to  the  EngliJJj  Colonies,  to 
avoid  the  Purfuit  of  tiiQlroquefe.Thz  Champlain'La.kei 
which  lies  above  that  Water- fall,  is  eighty  Leagues  in 
Circumference.  At  the  End  of  this  Lake  we  met  with 
another,  cali'd  S.  Sacrament,  by  which  one  may  go 
very  eafily  toNew-Tork,  there  being  but  a  Land-car- 
riage of  two  Leagues  from  thence  to  the  River  Du 
Fer,  which  falls  into  the  Manathe.  While  I  was  at 
Chambli,  I  law  two  Canows  loaded  with  Beaver-skins 
pafs  privately  by  that  way ;  and  'twas  thought  they 
were  fent  thither  by  Mr.  de  la  Barre.  This  fmugg- 
ling  way  of  Trade  is  exprefly  prohibited  :  For  they 
are  oblig'd  to  carry  thefe  Skins  before  the  Office  of 
the  Company,  where  they  are  rated  at  an  Hundred 
and  60  per  Cent,  lefs  than  the  Engl'tjlo  buy  'em  at  in 
their  Colonies.     But  the  'little  Fort  that  Hands  at 
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the  Bottom  of  the  Water-fall,  upon  the  Brink  of  the 
Bafin  of  Cbambliy  being  only  fingle  Pallifadoes,  it 
cannot  hinder  People  to  pafs  that  way  5  efpecially 
confidering  that  the  ProfpecT:  of  fo  great  a  Profit, 
renders  the  Paffengers  the  more  daring.  The  Inha- 
bitants of  the  adjacent  Villages  are  very  much  ex- 
pos'dtothe  Incurfions  of  the  Iroquefe'm  time  of  War. 
Notwithstanding  the  Weaknefs  of  the  Fort,  I  conti- 
nued in  that  Place  a  Month  and  a  half,  and  then  I 
return 'd  hither,  where  Mr.  de  la  Bane  arriv'd  fome 
Days  after  ;  being  accompany'd  with  Mr.  Hennaut, 
Mr.  Montortier,  and  Mr.  du  Kivau.  Much  about 
the  lame  Day  there  arriv'd  25  or  30  Canows,  be- 
longing to  the  Coureurs  de  Bois,  being  homeward- 
bound  from  the  great  Lakes,  and  laden  with  Bea- 
ver-skins. The  Cargo  of  each  Canow  amounted  to 
40  Packs,  each  of  which  weighs  50  Pound,  and  will 
fetch  50  Crowns  at  the  Farmers  Office.  Thefe  Ca- 
nows were  follow'd  by  50  more  of  the  Outaouas  and 
Hurons,  who  come  down  every  Year  to  the  Colony, 
in  order  to  make  a  better  Market  than  they  can  do 
in  their  own  Country  of  Miffilimakmac^  which  lies 
on  the  Banks  of  the  Lake  of  Hurons^  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Lake  of  the  Illinefe.  Their  way  of  Trading 
is  as  follows. 

Upon  their  firft  Arrival,  they  incamp  at  the  Dif- 
tance  of  five  or  fix  hundred  Paces  from  the  Town. 
The  next  Day  is  fpent  in  ranging  their  Canows,  un- 
loading their  Goods,  and  pitching  their  Tents,  which 
are  made  of  Birch  Bark.  The  next  Day  after,  they 
demand  Audience  of  the  Governor  General ;  which 
is  granted  'em  that  fame  Day  in  a  publick  Place.  Up- 
on this  Occafion,  each  Nation  makes  a  Ring  for  it- 
felf ;  the  Savages  fit  upon  the  Ground  with  their  Pipes 
in  their  Mouths,  and  the  Governor  is  feated  in  an 
arm'd  Chair ;  after  which,  there  (tarts  up  an  Orator 
or  Speaker  from  one  of  thefe  Nations,  who  makes 
an  Harangue,  importing,  '  That  his  Brethren  are 
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come  to  vifit  the  Governor  General,  and  to  renew 
with  him  their  wonted  Friendfhip  -,     That  theif 
chief  View  is,  to  promote  the  Intereft  of  the  French, 
fome  of  whom  being  unacquainted  with  the  way 
of  Traffick,  and  being  too  weak  for  the  transport- 
ing of  Goods  from  the  Lakes,  would  be  unable  to 
deal  in  Beaver-skins,  if  his  Brethren  did  not  come 
in    Perfon  to  deal  with  'em  in  their  own  Colo- 
nies:  That  they  knew  very  well  how  acceptable 
their  Arrival  is  to  the  Inhabitants  of  Mon'real,  in 
regard  of  the  Advantage  they  reap  by  it:  That  in 
regard  the  Beaver-skinsare  much  valutd  in  France^ 
and  the  French  Goods  given  in  Exchange  are  of  art 
inconfiderable  Value,  they  mean  to  give  the  French 
fufHcient  Proof  of  their  Readinefs  to  furrtifh  'em 
with  what  they  defire  fo  earheftly  :  That  by  way 
of  Preparation  for  another  Year's  Cargo,  they  arc 
come  to  take  in  Exchange,  Fufees,  Powder,  and 
Ball,  in  order  to  hunt  great  numbers  of  Beavers, 
or  to  gall  the  Iroquefe,  in  cafe  they  offer  to   difc 
turb  the  French  Settlements :  And,  in  fine.  That 
in  Confirmation  of  their  Words,  they  throw  a  Pur- 
Celian  Colter  with  fome  Beaver-skins,  to  the  Kitchi- 
Okima  (ibthey  call  the  Governor  General)  whole 
Protection  they  lay  claim  to  in  cafe  of  any  Rob- 
bery or  Abufe  committed  upon  'em  in  the  Town. 
The  Spokeiman  having  made  an  end  of  his  Speech^ 
eturns  to  his  Place,   and  takes  up  his   Pipe  ;  and 
hen  the  Interpreter  explains  the  Subftance  of  the 
Harangue  to  the  Governor,  who  commonly  gives  a 
very    civil  Anfwer,  efpecially  if  the  Prefent  be  va- 
luable :  Inconfiderationof  which,  he  likewife  make  s 
them  a  Prefent  of  fome  trifling  things;     This  done  , 
the   Savage  rifes  up,    and  return  to  their  Hutts  to 
make  fuitable  Preparations  for  theenfuing  Truck. 

The  next  Day  the  Savages  make  their  Slaves  carry 
the  Skjns  to  the  Hcfufes  of  the  Merchants,  who  bar- 
gain with  'em  for  fuch  Cloaths  as  they  want.  AH  the' 
E  Inha* 
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Inhabitants  of  Moure  al  are  allow'd  to  traffick  with 
'em  in  any  Commodity  but  Wine  and  Brandy  ;  thefe 
two  being  excepted  upon  the  Account  that  when  the 
Savages  have  got  what  they  wanted,  and  have  any 
Skins  left,  they  drink  to  Excefs,  and  then  kill  their 
Slaves,  for  when  they  are  in  drink,  they  quarrel  and 
fight ;  and  if  they  were  not  held  by  thole  who  are 
lbber,  wou'd  certainly  make  Havock  one  of  another. 
However,  you  mud  obferve,  that  none  of  'em  will 
touch  either  Gold  or  Silver.      'Tis  a  comical  Sight, 
to  lee  'em  running  from  Shop  to  Shop,  ftark  naked, 
with  their  Bow  and  Arrow.     The  nicer  fort  of  Wo- 
men are  wont  to  hold  their  Fans  before  their  Eyes, 
to  prevent  their  being  frighted  with  the  View  of 
their  ugly  Parts.      But  thefe  merry  Companions, 
who  know  the  brisk  She-Merchants  as  well  as  we, 
are  not  wanting  in  making  an  Offer,  which  is  fome- 
times  accepted  of,  when   the  Frefent  is  of  good 
Mettle.  If  we  may  credit  the  common  Report,  there 
are  more  than  one  or  two  of  the  Ladies  of  this  Coun- 
try, whofe  Conftancy  and  Vertue  has  held  out  a- 
gainft  the  Attacks  of  feveral  Officers,  and  at  the  fame 
time  vouchfaf 'd   a  free  Accefs  to  thefe  nafty   Le- 
chers.     aTis  prefum'd  their  Compliance   was  the 
Effect  of  Curiofity,  rather  than  of  any  nice  Relifh  ; 
for,  in  a  Word,  the  Savages  are  neither  brisk,  nor 
conftant.     But  whatever  is  in  the  Matter,  the  Wo- 
men are  the  more  excufable  upon  this  Head,  that 
fuch  Opportunities  are  very  unfrequent. 

As  foon  as  the  Savages  have  made  an  end  of  their 
Truck,  they  take  leave  of  the  Governor,  and  fo  re- 
turn home  by  the  River  of  Outaouas.  To  conclude, 
they  did  a  great  deal  of  Good  both  to  the  Poor  and 
Rich  $  for  you  will  readily  apprehend,  that  every 
body  turns  Merchant  upon  fuch  Occafions. 

I  am,  SIR,  Tours ,  &c. 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER     IX. 
Dated  at  Boucbertjille,  O&ob.  2.  1685. 

Being  an  Account  of  the  Commerce  and  Tirade  of 
Monreal:  Of  the  Arrival  of  the  Marquis  of 
Denonville  with  fome  Troops  ;  and  of  the  Re- 
calling of  Mr.  de  la  Barre.  With  a  curious 
Description  of  certain  Li ccnfes  fir  Trading  in 
Be  aver- skins  in  the  remote  Countries. 

SIR, 

IReceiv'd  your  fecond  Letter  three  Weeks  ago,  but 
could  not  fend  a  fpeedier  Anfwer,  by  reafon  that 
none  of  our  Ships  have  yet  fet  Sail  for  France.  Since 
you  want  to  know  the  Nature  of  the  Trade  of  Mon- 
real,  be  pleas'd  to  take  the  following  Account. 

Almoft  all  the  Merchants  of  that  City  act  only  on 
the  Behalf  of  the  Quebec  Merchants,  whofe  Factors 
they  are.  The  Barques  which  carry  thither  dry 
Commodities,  as  well  as  Wine  and  Brandy,  are  but 
few  in  Number ;  but  then  they  make  feveral  Voy- 
ages in  one  Year  from  the  one  City  to  the  other. 
The  Inhabitants  of  the  Ifland  of  Monreah  and  the 
adjacent  Cantons,  repair  twice  a  Year  to  the  City  of 
Monreal-,  where  they  buy  Commodities  fifty  per  Cent. 
dearer  than  at  Quebec.  The  Savages  of  the  neigh- 
bouring Countries,  whether  fettled  or  erratick,  car* 
ry  thither  the  Skins  of  Beavers,  Elks,  Caribous, 
Foxes,  and  wild  Cats  $  all  which,  they  truck  for  Fu- 
fees,  Powder,  Lead*  and  other  NecefTaries.  There 
every  one  is  allow'd  to  trade  ;  and  indeed  'tis  the 
bed  Place  for  the  getting  of  an  Eftate  in  a  fhort 
Time-  All  the  Merchants  have  fuch  a  perfect  good 
Underilanding  one  with  another,  that  they  all  fell 
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at  the  fame  Price.  But  when  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Country  find  their  Prices  exorbitant,  they  raiie 
their  Commodities  in  Proportion.  The  Gentlemen 
that  have  a  Charge  of  Children,  efpecially  Daugh- 
ters, are  oblig'd  to  be  good  Husbands,  in  order  to 
bear  the  Expence  of  the  magnificent  Cloaths  with 
which  they  are  fet  off  j  for  Pride,  Vanity,  and  Lux- 
ury, reign  as  much  in  New  France  as  in  Old  France. 
In  my  Opinion,  'twould  do  well,  if  the  King  would 
order  Commodities  to  be  rated  at  a  reafonable  Price, 
and  prohibit  the  felling  of  Gold  or  Silver  Broca- 
does,  Fringes,  and  Ribbands,  as  well  as  Points  and 
rich  Laces. 

The  Marquis  of  Denowville  is  come  to  fucceed  Mr. 
de  la  Barre  in  the  Quality  of  Governor-General  j  for 
the  King  has  recall'd  Mr.  de  la  Barre^  upon  the 
Accufations  laid  againft  him  by  his  Enemies.  To  be 
fure,  you  who  are  in  France  know  better  than  I,  that 
M.  de  Denonville  was  Maitre  de  Camp  to  the  Queen's 
Regiment  of  Dragoons,  which  Place  he  fold  to  Mr. 
Murcey  when  the  King  beftow'd  this  Government 
upon  him ;  and,  that  he  brought  with  him  fome 
Companies  of  Marines,  befides  his  Lady  and  his 
Children  j  for  it  feems  the  Danger  and  Inconveni- 
encies  that  attend  fuch  a  long  and  troublefome 
Voyage,  made  no  Impreffion  upon  her.  This  Go- 
vernor ftay'd  at  firft  fome  Weeks  at  £$ucbec,  after 
which  he  carne  to  Monreal^  with  500  or  600  Men  of 
Regular  Troops,  and  fent  back  the  Captains  Hai~ 
naut9  Montortier,  and  du  Rivo,  with  feveral  other 
Officers.  His  Army  is  now  in  Winter  Quarters  all 
round  Monreal.  My  Quarters  are  at  a  Place  call'd 
Bouchernjille^  which  lies  at  the  difrance  of  three 
Leagues  from  Monreal.  I  have  been  here  fifteen 
Days,  and  in  all  appearance  (hall  live  more  happily 
than  in  the  Town,  abating  for  the  Solitude ;  for  ae 
leaft  I  fiiall  have  no  other  Oppofition/to  encounter 
Mi  the  Cafe  of  Balls,  Gaming,  or  Feading,  but  the 
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zealous  Freaks  of  a  fiJIy  Prieft.  I  am  inform'd,  that 
the  Governor  has  given  Orders  to  compleat  the  For- 
tifications of  Moitreal,  and  is  now  ready  to  embarque 
for  Quebec,  where  our  Governors  commonly  pafs  the 
Winter.  The  Savages  I  fpoke  of  in  my  laft,  met  the 
Jroquefe  upon  the  great  River  of  the  Outaouas,  who 
inform'd  5em  that  the  Englijh  were  making  Prepara- 
tions to  tranfport  to  their  Villages  in  Mijfilimakmac^ 
better  and  cheaper  Commodities  than  thole  they  had 
from  the  French.  This  Piece  of  News  did  equally 
alarm  the  Gentlemen,  the  Pedlars  call'd  Coureurs  de 
Bois,  and  the  Merchants ;  who,  at  that  rate,  would 
be  confiderable  Lofers  j  for  you  muft  know,  that 
Canada  fubfifts  only  upon  the  Trade  of  Skins  or 
Furrs,  three  Fourths  of  which  come  from  the  People 
that  live  round  the  great  Lakes :  So  that  if  the  Eng- 
lijh mould  put  fuch  a  Defign  in  Execution,  the 
whole  Country  would  fuffer  by  it ;  efpecially  con- 
fidering,  that  'twould  fink  certain  Licenfes ;  an  Ac- 
count of  which  will  be  proper  in  this  Place. 

Theie  Licenfes  are  granted  in  Writing  by  the  Go- 
vernors General,  to  poor  Gentlemen  and  old  Offi- 
cers who  have  a  Churge  of  Children.  They  aredif- 
pos'd  of  by  the  King's  Orders;  and  the  Defign  of 
'em  is,  to  enable  fuch  Perfons  to  fend  Commodities 
to  thefe  Lakes.  The  Number  of  the  Perfons  thus 
impower'd,  ought  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  in  one 
Year;  but  God  knows  how  many  more  have  private 
Licenfes.  All  other  Perfons,  of  what  Quality  or 
Condition  loever,  are  prohibited  to  go  or  fend  to 
thefe  Lakes,  without  fuch  Licenfes,  under  the  Pain 
of  Death.  Each  Licenfe  extends  to  the  lading  of 
two  great  Canows;  and  whoever  procures  a  whole 
or  a  half  Licenfe  for  himfelf,  may  either  make  Ufe 
of  it  himfelf,  or  fell  it  to  the  higheft  Bidder.  Com- 
monly they  are  brought  at  fix  hundred  Crowns  a 
Piece.  Thofe  who  purchafe  'em,  are  at  no  Trouble 
in  finding  Pedlars  or  Foreft.Rangers  to  undertake 
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the  long  Voyages,  which  fetch  the  mod  confiderable 
Gains,  and  commonly  extend  to  a  Year,  and  fome- 
times  more.     The  Merchants  put  into  the  two  Ca- 
nows  ftipulated  in  the  Licenfe,  fix  Men  with  a  thou- 
fand  Crowns-worth  of  Goods,    which  are  rated  to 
the  Pedlars  at  fifteen  per  Cent,  more  than  what  they 
are  fold  for  in  ready  Money  in  the  Colony.    When 
the  Voyage  is  perfcrm'd,  this  Sum  of  a  thoufand 
Crowns  commonly  brings  in  feven  hundred  per  Cent. 
clear  Profit,  and  fometimes  more,   fometimes  lefs ; 
for  thefe  Sparks  call'd  Coureurs  de  Boh  bite  the  Sava- 
ges moft  dexterously,  and  the  lading  of  two  Canows, 
computed  at  a  thoufand  Crowns,  is  a  Purchafe  for 
as  many  Beaver  skins  as   will   load  four  Canows : 
Now,  four  Canows  will  carry  a  hundred  and  fixty 
Packs  of  Skins,  that  is,  forty  a-piece ;  and  reckon- 
ing each  Pack  to  be  worth  fifty  Crowns3  the  Value 
of  the  whole   amounts  to   eight  thoufand  Crowns. 
As  to  the  Repartition  of  this  extravagant  Profit,  'tis 
made  after  the  following  Manner:  In  the  firft  Place, 
the  Merchant  takes  out  of  the  whole  Bulk  fix  hun- 
dred Crowns  for  the  Purchafe  of  his  Licenfe  ;  then 
a  thoufand  Crowns  for  the  prime  Coft  of  the  ex- 
ported Commodities.      After  this,   there   remains 
6400  Crowns  of  Surplufage,  out  of  which  the  Mer- 
chant takes  forty  per  Cent,  for  Bottomree,  which  a- 
tnounts  to  2560  Crowns ;  and  the  Remainder  is  di- 
vided equally  among  the  fix  Coureurs  de  Bois^  who 
get  little  more  than  600  Crowns  a-piece  ;  and  indeed 
1  mud  fay  'tis  fairly  earn'd ;  for  their  Fatigue  is  in- 
conceivable. In  the  mean    time,   you  muft  remark, 
that  over  and  above  the  foregoing  Profit,  the  Mer- 
chant gets  25  per  Cent,  upon  his  Beaver-skins  by  car- 
rying thern  to  the  Office  of  the  Farmers  General, 
where  the  Price  of  four  forts  of  Beaver-skins  is  fiVd. 
If  the  Merchant  fells  thefe  Skins  to  any  private  Man 
In  the  Country  for  ready  Money,  he  is  paid  in  the 
current  Money  of  the  Country,,  which  is  ofk{s  Va- 
■  j  lue 
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lue  than  the  Bills  of  Exchange  that  the  Director  of 
that  Office  draws  upon  Rocbel  or  Paris ;  for  there 
they  are  paid  in  French  Livres,  which  are  twenty 
Sols-,  whereas  a  Canada  Livre  is  but  fifteen  Sols. 
This  Advantage  of  25  per  Cent,  is  call'd  le  Benefice; 
but  take  notice,  that  'tis  only  to  be  had  upon  Bea- 
ver-skins ;  for  if  you  pay  to  a  Quebec  Merchant 
400  Canada  Livres  in  Silver,  and  take  from  him  a 
Bill  of  Exchange  upon  his  Correfpondent  in  France, 
his  Correfpondent  will  pay  no  more  than  300  French 
Livres,  which  is  a  juft  Equivalent. 

This  is  the  laft  Intelligence  I  fhall  give  you  for 
this  Year,  which  has  already  brought  in  a  very  cold 
Autumn.  The  Quebec  Ships  muft  fet  Sail  in  the 
middle  of  November,  purfuant  to  the  wonted  Cuf- 
torn,       I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     X. 

Dated  at  Boucherville  July  8/1686. 

Relating  the  Arrival  of  Mr.  de  Champigni,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  de  Meules,  who  is  recall d  to 
France;  the  Arrival  of  the  "troops  that  came 
along  with  him,  the  Curio fity  of  the  Rackets^ 
and  the  way  of  hunting  Elks  -,  with  a  De[ crip- 
lion  of  that  Animal. 

SIR, 

T"  Hough  I  have  not  heard  from  you  this  Year, 
yet  I  will  not  flight  this  Opportunity  of  writ- 
ing to  you.     Some  Ships  from  France  are  arriv'd  at 
Quebec,  and  have  brought  over  Mr.  de  Champigni 
E  4  Noroudy 
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Norotta,  withfome  Companiesof  Marines.  He  corned 
to  fupply  the  Place  of  Mr.  de  Mettles^  whom  the 
King  recalls  upon  the  unjuft  Complaints  that  are. 
made  of  him.  He  is  charg'd  with  preferring  his 
private  Intereft  to  the  publick  Gcod  •  but  the  Charge 
is  falfe,  and  he  will  eafily  clear  himfelf.  I  am  apt 
to  believe  he  may  have  carry'd  on  fbme  underhand 
Commerce,  but  in  fo  doing  he  injur'd  no  Body  ; 
nay,  on  the  contrary  he  his  procur'd  £read  for  a 
ihoufand  poor  Creatures,  that  without  his  Affiftance 
would  have  flarv'd  for  Hunger.  This  new  Inten- 
dant  is  defcended  of  one  of  the  moft  Illuftrious  Fa- 
milies of  the  Robe  in  France.  He  is  laid  to  be  a 
Man  of  Honour,  and  Fame  entitles  his  Lady  to  a 
diftinguifhing  Merit :  I  underftand,  he  and  Mr. 
Denonvilh  are  bound  fpeedily  for  Monreal,  where 
they  mean  to  take  a  Review  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
this  Ifland,  and  of  the  neighbouring  Cantons.  Pro^ 
bably,  they  take  fuch  Precautions,  in  order  to  Tome 
new  Effort  againlt  the  Iroquefe.  Laft  Winter  we  had 
no  new  Occurrences  in  the  Colony.  I  fpent  the 
whole  Winter  a-t  the  hunting  of  OrignaJs  or  Elks 
along  with  the  Savages,  whole  Language  lam  learn- 
ing, as  I  have  intimated  to  you  feveral  times. 

The  hunting  of  Elks  isperform'd  upon  the  Snow, 
with  fuch  Rackets  as  you  fee  defign'd  in  the  annex'd 
Cut.  Thefe  Rackets  are  two  Foot  and  a  half  Jong, 
and  fourteen  Inches  broad;  their  Ledges  are  made 
of  a  very  hard  Wood,  about  an  Inch  thick,  that 
fallens  the  Net  juft  like  a  Tennis  Racket,  from 
which  they  differ  only  in  this;  that  thole  for  the 
Tennis  are  made  of  Gut-ftrings,  whereas  the  others 
are  made  of  little  Thongs  of  the  Skins  of  Harts  or 
Elks.  In  the  Cut,  you  may  perceive  two  little  Spars 
of  Wood,  which  run  a-crofs  to  render  the  Net 
firmer  and  differ.  The  Hole  that  appears  by  the 
two  Latchets,  is  the  Place  in  which  they  put  the 
Toes  and  fore  part  of  the  Foot ;  fb  that  ti$  tied  fa  ft 
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by  the  two  Latchets,  which  run  twice  round  about 
the  Heel,  and  every  Step  they  make  upon  the  Snow, 
the  Fore-part  of  the  Foot  finks  into  that  Hole,  as 
often  as  they  raife  their  Heel.  By  the  Help  of  this 
Contrivance  they  walk  fafter  upon  the  Snow,  than 
one  can  do  with  Shoes  upon  a  beaten  Path :  And 
indeed  'tis  fo  neceflary  for  them,  that  'twould  be 
ptherwiie  impoflible  not  only  to  hunt  and  range 
the  Woods,  but  even  to  go  ro  Church,  notwith- 
standing they  are  lb  near ;  for  commonly  the  Snow 
is  three  or  four  Foot  deep  in  that  Country  during 
the  Winter.  Being  oblig'd  to  march  thirty  or  forty- 
Leagues  in  the  Woods,  in  Purfuit  of  the  abovemen- 
tioned  Animals,  I  found  that  the  Fatigue  of  the 
Journey  equal'd  the  Pleafure  of  it. 

The  Qngnal  is  a  fort  of  Elk,  not  much  different 
from  that  we  find  in  Mufcovy.  'Tis  as  big  as  an 
Awvergne  Moyle,  and  much  of  the  lame  Shape, 
abating  for  its  Muzzle,  its  Tail,  and  its  great  flat 
Horns,  which  weigh  fometimes  goo,  and  fometimes 
400  Weight,  if  we  may  credit  thofe  who  pretend  to 
have  weigh'd  'em.  This  Animal  ufualJy  reforts  to 
planted  Countries.  Its  Hair  is  long  and  brown; 
and  the  Skin  is  ftrong  and  hard,  but  not  thick.  The 
Fleihofthe  Orignal^  efpecially  that  of  the  Female 
fort,  eats  delicioufly ;  and  'tis  faid,  that  the  far  hind 
Foot  of  the  Female  kind,  is  a  Cure  for  the  Falling- 
Sicknefs ;  it  neither  runs  nor  skips,  but  its  trot  will 
almoft  keep  up  with  the  running  of  a  Hart.  The 
Savages  affure  us,  that  in  Summer  'twill  trot  three 
Days  and  three  Nights  without  Intermifiion.  This 
fort  of  Animals  commonly  gather  into  a  Body  to* 
wards  t]ae  latter  end  of  Autumn  •  and  the  Herds  are 
largeft  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Spring,  at  which 
time  the  (he  ones  are  in  Rutting  j  but  after  their  Heat 
is  over,  they  all  difperfe  themselves.  We  hunted 
?em  in  the  following  Manner:  Firft  of  all,  we  went 
40  Leagues  to  the  Northward  of  the  River  of  St. 

Laurence^ 
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Laurence,  where  we  found  alittle  Lake  of  three  or  four 
Leagues  in  Circumference,  and  upon  the  Banks  of 
that  Lake,  we  made  Hutts  for  our  felves  of  the  Barks 
of  Trees,  having  firft  clear'd  the  Ground  of  the  Snow 
thatcovcr'd  it.  In  our  Journey  thither,  we  kill'd  as 
many  Hares  and  Wood-hens,  as  we  could  eat. 
When  we  had  fitted  up  our  Hutts,  the  Savages  went 
out  upon  the  Difcovery  of  the  Elks,  fome  to  the 
Northward,  and  fome  to  the  South,  to  the  diftance 
of  two  or  three  Leagues  from  the  Hutts.  As  foon 
as  they  difcover'd  any  frefh  Foot-fteps,  they  de* 
tach'd  one  of  their  Number  to  give  us  notice,  to 
the  End,  that  the  whole  Company  might  have  the 
Pleafure  of  feeing  the  Chace.  We  trac'd  thefe  Foot- 
fteps  fometimes  for  one,  and  fometimes  for  two 
Leagues,  and  then  fell  in  with  five,  ten,  fifteen  or 
twenty  EJks  in  a  Body  ;  which  prefently  betook 
themfelves  to  flight,  whether  a-part  or  in  a  Body, 
and  funk  into  the  Snow  up  to  their  E'reaft.  Where 
the  Snow  was  hard  and  condenfated,  or  where  the 
JFroft  following  wet  Weather  had  glaz'd  it  above,  we 
came  up  with  'em  after  the  Chace  of  a  Quarter  of 
a  League  ;  But  when  the  Snow  was  foft  or  juft  fal- 
len, we  were  forc'd  to  purfue  'em  three  or  four 
Leagues  before  we  could  catch  'em,  unlefs  the  Dogs 
happen'd  to  ftop  'em  where  the  Snow  was  very  deep. 
When  we  came  up  with  them,  the  Savages  fired 
upon  'em  with  Fufees.  If  the  Elks  be  much  inrag'd, 
they'll  fometimes  turn  upon  the  Savages,  who  co- 
ver themfelves  with  Boughs  in  order  to  keep  off  their 
Feet,  with  which  they  would  crufh  'era  to  Pieces. 
As  foon  as  they  are  kill'd,  the  Savages  make  new 
Hutts  upon  the  Spot,  with  great  Fires  in  the  middle  $ 
while  the  Slaves  are  imploy'd  in  Flaying  'em,  and 
ftretching  out  the  Skins  in  the  open  Air.  One  of 
the  Soldiers  that  accompany 'd  me,  told  me  one 
Lay,  that  to  withftand  the  Violence  of  the  Cold, 
one  ought  to  have  his  Blood  compos'd  of  Brandy, 

his 
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his  Body  of  Brafs,  and  his  Eyes  of  Glafs:  And  I 
muft  fay,  he  had  fome  ground  for  what  he  fpoke, 
for  we  were  forc'd  to  keep  a  Fire  all  round  us,  all 
the  Night  long.  As  long  as  the  Fleffa.  of  thefe  Ani- 
mals lafts,  the  Savages  feldom  think  of  ftirring  5 
but  when  'tis  all  confumed,  they  then  looked  out 
for  a  new  Dilcovery.  Thus  they  continue  to  hunt, 
till  the  Snow  and  the  Ice  are  melted.  As  foon  as 
the  great  Thaw  commences;  'tis  impoflible  for  'em 
to  travel  far ;  fb  that  they  content  themfelves  with 
the  killing  of  Hares  and  Partridges,  which  are  very 
numerous  in  the  Woods.  When  the  Rivers  are 
clear  of  the  Ice,  they  make  Canows  of  the  Elk- 
skins,  which  they  fow  together  very  eafily,  covering 
the  Seams  with  a  fat  fort  of  Earth  inftead  of  Pitch. 
This  Work  is  over  in  four  or  five  Days  time,  after 
which  they  return  home  in  the  Canows  with  all 
their  Baggage. 

This,  Sir,  was  our  Diverfion  for  three  Months  in 
the  Woods.  We  took  fifty- fix  Elks,  and  might 
have  killed  twice  as  many,  if  we  had  hunted  for  the 
Benefit  of  the  Skins.  In  the  Summer  Seafon,  the 
Savages  have  two  ways  of  killing  'em,  both  of  which 
are  equally  troublefbme.  One  confifts  in  hanging  a 
Rope-gin  between  two  Trees,  upon  a  Pafs  fur- 
rounded  with  Thorns ;  the  other  is  compafs'd  by 
crawling  like  Snakes  among  the  Trees  and  Thickets, 
and  approaching  to  'em  upon  the  Leeward  fide,  fo 
that  they  may  be  fhot  with  a  Fufee.  Harts  and 
Caribou's  are  killed  both  in  Summer  and  Winter, 
after  the  fame  Manner  with  the  Elks  •  excepting  that 
the  Caribou's,  which  are  a  kind  of  wild  AlTes,  make 
an  eafy  Efcape  when  the  Snow  is  hard,  by  vertue 
of  their  broad  Feet;  whereas  the  E!k  finks  as  fall 
as  he  rifes.  In  fine,  I  am  fo  well  pleas'd  with  the 
hunting  of  this  Country,  that  I  have  refolv'd  to 
Imploy  all  my  Leifure-time  upon  thatExercife.  The 
Savages  have  promifed,  that  in  three  Months  time 

I 


60  Some  New  Voyages 

1  mall  fee  other  forts  ofChaces,    which  will  prove 
1ef$  fatigueing,  and  more  agreeable.     I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XJ. 

Dated  at  Boucherville,  May  28.  1687. 

Being  a  curious  Defcription  of  the  Hunting  of 
divers  Animals, 

SIR, 

YO  U  complain  that  the  laft  Year  you  received 
but  one  of  my  Letters,  dated  July  8.  and 
with  the  fame  Breath  affure  me,  that  you  writ  two 
to  me,  neither  of  which  is  come  to  Hand.  I  re- 
ceived a  Letter  from  you  this  Day,  which  is  fo  much 
the  more  acceptable,  thai:  I  thought  you  had  been 
dead,  and  that  I  find  you  continue  to  give  Proof  of 
your  Remembrance  of  me.  I  find  by  your  Letter, 
that  you  have  an  agreeable  Relifh  for  the  curious 
Elk-hunting  in  this  Country,  and  that  a  further  Ac- 
count of  our  other  hunting  Adventures,  would 
meet  with  a  welcome  Reception.  This  Curiofity, 
indeed,  is  worthy  of  fo  great  a  Huntfman  as  your 
felf ;  but  at  prefent  I  muft  beg  your  Excufe  as  to  the 
Beaver-hunting,  for  I  know  nothing  of  it  yet  but 
by  Hear  fay. 

In  the  Beginning  of  September,  I  fetout  in  a  Ca- 
now  upon  feveral  Rivers,  Marines,  and  Pools,  that 
difembogue  in  the  Champlain  Lake,  being  accom- 
pany'd  with  thirty  or  forty  of  the  Savages  that  are 
very  expert  in  Shooting  and  Hunting.,  and  perfectly 

well 
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•well  acquainted  with  the  proper  Places  for  finding 
Water-fowl,  Deer,  and  other  fallow  Beafts,     The 
firft  Poft  we  took  up  was  upon  the  fide  of  a  Marfh  or 
Fen  of  four  or  five  Leagues  in  Circumference  ;  and 
after  we  ,^ad  fitted  up  our  Hutts,  the  Savages  made 
Hutts  upWn  the  Water  in  feveral  Places.  Thefe  Wa- 
ter-Hutts  are  made  of  the  Branches  and  Leaves  of 
Trees,  and  contain  three  or  four  Men :  for  a  De- 
coy, they  have  the  Skins  of  Geefe,  Buftards,    and 
Ducks,  dry'd  and  ftuff'd  with  Hay,  the  two  Feet 
being  made  fait  with  two  Nails  to  a  (mail  piece  of  a, 
light  Plank,  which  floats  round    the   Hutt.     This 
Place  being  frequented  by  wonderful  Numbers  of 
Gcq{g,  Ducks,  Buftards,  Teals,  and  an  Infinity  of 
other  Fowl  unknown  to  the  Europeans ;  when  thefe 
Fowls  fee  the  ftuff'd  Skins  fwimming  with  the  Heads 
erected,   as  if  they  were  alive,  they   repair  to  the 
fame  Place,  and  fogive  the  Savages  an  Opportunity 
of  mooting  'em,  eitheir  Flying  or  upon  the  Water; 
after  which  the  Savages  get  into  their  Canows  and 
gather  'em  up.    They  have  likewife  a  Way  of  catch- 
ing 'em  with  Nets,  ftretch'd  upon  the  Surface  of 
the  Water  at  the  Entries  of  the  Rivers.     In  a  Word, 
we  eat  nothing  but  Water- fowl  for   fifteen  Days; 
after  which  we  reiolv'd  to  declare  War  againft  the 
Turtle- Doves,  which  are  fo  numerous  in  Canadat 
that  the  Bifhop  has  been  forc'd   to  excommunicate 
'era  oftner  than  once,    upon  the   Account  of  the 
Damage  they  do   to  the   Product   of  the  Earth. 
With  that  View,   we  imbarqu'd  and  made  towards 
a  Meadow,   in  the  Neighbourhood  of  which,  the 
Trees  were  covered  with  that  fort  of  Fowl,    more 
than  with  Leaves;  Forjuft  then  'twas  the  Seafon 
in  which  they  retire  from  the  North  Countries,  and 
repair  to  the  Southern  Climates ;    and  one   would 
have  thought,  that  all  the  Turtle-Doves  upon  Earth 
had  chofe  to  pafs  thro'  this  Place.     For  the  eighteen 
or  twenty  Days  that  we  ftay'd  there,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve 
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lieve  that  a  thoufand  Men  might  have  fed  upon  'em 
heartily,  without  putting  themfelves  to  any  Trouble. 
You  muft  know,  that  through  the  middle  of  this 
Meadow  there  runs  a  Brook,  upon  which  I  and 
two  young  Savages  fhot  feveral  Snipes,  Rayles,  and 
a  certain  fort  of  Fowl  call'd  Bateus  de  faux,  which 
is  as  big  as  a  Quail,  and  eats  very  delicioufly. 

In  the  fame  Place  we  kill'd  fbme  Musk-Rats,  or 
a  fort  of  Animals  which  refemble  a  Rat  in  their 
Shape,  and  are  as  big  as  a  Rabbet.  The  Skins  of 
theie  Rats  are  very  much  valued,  as  differing  but 
little  from  thofe  of  Beavers.  Their  Tefticles  fmell 
1©  ftrong  of  Musk,  that  no  Civet  or  Antilope  that 
Afia  affords,  can  boaft  of  fuch  a  ftrong  and  fweet 
Smell.  We  fpy'd  'em  in  the  Mornings  and  Even- 
ings, at  which  time  they  ufually  appear  upon  the 
Water  with  their  Nofe  to  the  Windward,  and  be- 
tray themfelves  to  the  Huntfmen,  by  the  curling  of 
the  Water.  The  Fouteraux,  which  are  an  Amphi- 
bious fort  of  little  Pole-Cats,  are  catch'd  after  the 
fame  Manner.  I  was  likewife  entertain'd  upon  this 
occafion,  with  the  killing  of  certain  little  Beafts, 
call'd  Siffleurs,  or  Whiftlers,  with  AlluGon  to  their 
wonted  way  of  whittling  or  whizzing  at  the  Mouth 
of  their  Holes  in  fair  Weather.  They  are  as  big 
as  Hares,  but  fomwhat  fhorter,  their  Flefh  is  good 
for  nothing,  but  their  Skins  are  recommended  by 
their  Rarity.  The  Savages  gave  me  an  Opportuni- 
ty of  hearing  one  of  theie  Creatures  whiftle  for  an 
Hour  together,  after  which  they  fhot  it.  To  gra- 
tify the  Curiofity  I  had  to  fee  fuch  Diverfity  of  Ani- 
mals, they  made  a  diligent  Search  for  the  Holes  or 
Dens  of  the  Carcaioux,  and  having  found  fome  at 
the  diftance  of  two  or  three  Leagues  from  the  Fen 
upon  which  we  were  pofted,  they  conducled  me  to- 
the  Place.  At  the  Break  of  .T^ay  we  nlanted  our 
ielves  round  the  Holes,  with  our  Bellies  upon  the 
Ground  3  and  left  fome  Slaves  to  hold  the  Dogs  a 

Musket- 
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Musket-mot  behind  us.  As  foon  as  thefe  Animals 
perceiv'd  Day-light,  they  came  out  of  their  Holes, 
which  were  immediately  ftop'd  up  by  the  Savages, 
and  upon  that  the  Dogs  fetch'd  'em  up  with  Eafe. 
We  faw  but  two  of 'em,  which  made  a  vigorous  De- 
fence againft  the  Dogs,  but  were  ftrangled  after  a 
Difpute  of  half  an  Hour.  Thefe  Animals  are  not 
unlike  a  Badger,  only  they  are  bigger,  and  more 
mifchievous.  Tho'  our  Dogs  fhew'd  a  great  deal  of 
Courage  in  attacking  the  Carcaioux,  they  betray  5d 
their  Cowardice  the  next  Day  in  a  Rencounter  with 
a  Porcupine,  which  we  fpy'd  upon  a  little  Tree. 
To  obtain  the  Pleafure  of  feeing  the  Porcupine  fall, 
we  cut  down  the  Tree  $  but  neither  the  Dogs  nor 
we  durft  go  near  it :  The  Dogs  only  bark'd  and 
jump'd  round  it  5  for  it  darted  its  long  and  hard 
Hair,  like  fo  many  Bodkins,  three  or  four  Paces 
off.  At  laft  we  pelted  it  to  Death,  and  put  it  upon 
the  Fire  to  burn  off  its  Darts ;  after  which  we  fcaJd- 
cd  it  like  a  Pig,  took  out  the  Intrails,  and  roafted 
it :  But  tho'  'twas  very  fat,  I  could  not  relifh  it  fo 
well  as  to  comply  with  the  AiTertion  of  the  Natives, 
who  alledge,  that  it  eats  as  well  as  a  Capon  or 
a  Partridge. 

After  the  Turtle-Doves  had  all  pafs'd  ever  the 
Place,  in  Queft  of  their  Southern  Retreats,  the  Sa- 
vages offer'd  to  fend  fome  of  their  Number  with 
Canows  to  conduct  me  home,  before  the  Rivers 
and  Lakes  were  frozen  over;  for  themfelves  were 
to  tarry  out  for  the  Elk-hunting  ;  and  they  imagin'd 
that  the  Cold  and  Hardihip  attending  that  Exercife, 
had  made  me  fick  of  it  the  Year  before.  Howe- 
ver, we  had  then  a  Month  good  before  the  Com- 
mencement of  the  "Froft,  and  in  that  Interval  of 
time,  they  proffer'd  to  entertain  me  with  more  di- 
verting Game  than  any  I  had  feen  before.  They 
proposed  to  go  fifteen  or  fixteen  Leagues  further  up 
the  Country,  alluring  me,  that  they  knew  of  a  cer- 
tain 
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tain  Place  that  had  the  moft  advantageous  Situa- 
tion in  the  World,  both  for  Pleafure  and  Profit,  and 
that  afforded  great  Plenty  of  Otters,  of  the  Skins  of 
which,  they  mean'd  to  make  a  great  Cargoe.  Accor- 
dingly we  pull'd  down  our  Hutts,  and  having  ifn- 
barqu'd  in  our  Canows,  fail'd  up  the  River,  till  we 
came  to  a  little  Lake  of  two  Leagues  in  Circumfe- 
rence, at  the  End  of  which  we  faw  another  greater 
Lake,  divided  from  this  by  an  Ifthmus  of  150  Paces 
in  length.  We  pitch'd  our  Hutts  at  the  Diftance  of 
a  League  from  that  Ifthmus ;  and  fome  of  the  Sa- 
vages fifh'd  for  T  routs,  while  the  reft  were  imploy'd 
in  laying  Traps  for  the  Otters  upon  the  Brinks  of 
the  Lake.  Thefe  Traps  are  made  of  five  Stakes 
plac'd  in  the  Form  of  an  oblong  Quadrangle,  fo  as 
to  make  a  little  Chamber,  the  Door  of  which  is  kept 
up,  and  fupported  by  a  Stake.  To  the  middle  of 
this  Stake  they  tye  a  String  which  partes  thro'  a  little 
Fork,  and  has  a  Trout  well  faften'd  to  the  End  of 
it.  Now,  when  the  Otter  comes  on  Shoar,  and 
ties  this  Bait,  he  puts  above  half  his  Body  into  that 
fatal  Cage,  in  order  to  fwallow  the  Fifh  ;  but  he 
no  fooner  touches,  than  the  String  to  which  'tis 
made  faft,  pulls  away  the  Stake  that  fupports  the 
Door,  upon  which  an  heavy  and  loaded  Door  falls 
upon  his  Reins  and  qua(hes  him.  During  bur  Pil- 
grimage in  that  part  of  the  Country,  the  Savages- 
took  above  two  hundred  and  fifty  Canada  Otters, 
the  Skins-  of  which  are  infinitely  prettier  than  thofe 
of  Mufcovy  or  Sweden.  The  beft  of  'em  which  are 
not  worth  two  Crowns  in  this  Place,  are  fold  in 
France  for  four  or  five,  and  fometimes  for  ten,  if 
they  are  black  and  very  rough.  As  foon  as  the  Sa- 
vages had  fet  their  Traps,  they  gave  Orders  to  their 
Slaves  to  go  round  the  Lake  every  Morning,  in  or- 
der to  take  out  the  amphibious  Animals.  After  that 
they  conduced  me  to  the  above-mention'd  Ifth- 
mus, where  I  was  furpriz'd  to  fee  a  fort  of  a  Park 
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or  Fence  made  of  Trees,  fell'd  one  upon  another, 
and  interlac'd  with  Thorns  and  Branches;  with  a 
Quadrangular  Incloiure  of  Stakes  at  the  End  of  it, 
the  Entry  of  which  was  very  narrow.  They  gave 
me  to  know,  that  they  ufed  to  hunt  Harts  in  that 
Place,  and  promis'd  to  divert  me  with  the  Shew,  as 
fbon  as  thelnclofures  were  a  little  mended.  In  effect, 
they  carry 5d  me  two  or  three  Leagues  off,  upon  fuch 
Roads  as  had  nothing  on  either  fide  but  Fens  and 
Marine's,  and  after  they  had  dilpers'd  themfelves, 
fome  on  one  Hand  and  ibme  on  the  other,  with  a 
Dog  for  every  Man,  I  faw  a  great  many  Harts  run=* 
ning  to  and  again,  in  queft  of  Places  of  Safety.  The 
Savage  that  I  kept  Company  with,  aiTur'd  me,  thae 
he  and  I  had  no  Occafion  to  walk  very  fall,  becaufe 
he  had  took  the  firaighteft  and  the  neareft  Roadi 
Before  us  we  faw  above  ten  Harts,  which  were 
fore'd  to  run  back,  rather  than  throw  themlelves 
into  the  Marih,  of  which  they  could  never  get  clear. 
At  lad  after  walking  a  great  Pace,  and  running 
now  and  then,  we  arriv'd  at  the  Park,  and  found 
the  Savages  lying  fiat  upon  the  Ground  all  round 
it,  in  order  to  fhut  up  the  Entry  of  the  Stake 
Inclofure  as  foon  as  the  Harts  enter 'd.  We  found 
thirty-five  Harts  in  the  Place,  and  if  the  Park  had 
been  better  fene'd,  we  might  have  had  above 
fixty  ;  for  the  nimbleft  and  lighted  of 'em,  skip'd 
over  before  they  came  to  enter  the  Incloiure.  We 
kill'd  a  great  many  of 'em,  but  lpar'd  the  Dams, 
becaufe  they  were  great  with  Young.  I  ask'd  o£ 
the  Savages  the  Tongues  and  the  Marrow  of  the 
Harts,  which  they  gave  me  very  readily.  The  Flefh 
was  very  fat,  but  not  delicious,  excepting  fome  few 
Bits  about  the  Ribs.  But  after  all,  this  was  not  our 
only  Game ;  for  two  Days  after  we  went  a  Bear- 
hunting,  and  the  Savages  who  fpend  three  Parts  o£* 
four  of  their  Life  in  hunting  in  the  Woods,  are 
very  dexterous  at  that  Exercife,  Specially  in  fing* 
E  ling 
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ling  out  the  Trunks  of  the  Trees  upon  which  the 
Bears  neftle.     I  could  not  but  admire  their  Know- 
ledge in  that  Point,  when,  as  we  were  walking   up 
and  down  in  aForeft,  attheDiftance  of  an  hundred 
Paces  one  from  another,  I  heard  one  Savage  call 
to  another,  Here's  a  Bear.  I  ask'd  'em  how  he  knew 
there  was  a  Bear  upon  the  Tree  which  he  knock'd 
with  his  Axe  j  and  they  all  reply'd,  that  'twas  as 
eafily  diftinguifh'd  as  the  Print  of  an  Elk's  Foot  in 
the  Snow.     For  five  or  fix  Times  they  never  mifs'd ; 
for  after  they  had  knock'd  two  or  three  Times  upon 
the  Trunk  of  the  Tree,  the  Bear  came  out  of  its 
Hole,  and  was  prefently  fhot.     The  Canada  Bears 
are  extream  black,  but  not  mifchievous,   for  they 
never  attack  one,  unlefs  they  be  wounded  or  fir'd 
upon.     They  are  fo  fat,  efpecially  in  the  Autumn, 
that  they  can  fcarce  walk :    Thofe  which  we  kill'd 
were  extream  fat,  but  their  Fat  is  good  for  nothing 
but  to  be  burnt,   whereas  their  Flelh,  and,  above 
all,  their  Feet,  are  very  nice  Victuals.  The  Savages 
affirm,  that  no  Flefli  is  fo  delicious  as  that  of  Bears ; 
and  indeed,  I  think  they  are  in  the  right  of  it.    While 
we  rang'd  up  and  down  in  quell:  of  Bears,  we  had 
the  Pleafure  of  fpying  fome  Martins  and  wild  Cats 
upon  the  Branches  of  the  Trees,  which  the  Savages 
fhot  in  the  Head  to  preferve  their  Skin.     But  the 
mod  comical  thing  I  law,  was   the  Stupidity  of  the 
Wood-hens,  which  fit   upon  the  Trees  in  whole 
Flocks,  and  are  kill'd   one  after  another,   without 
ever  offering  to  ftir.     Commonly  the  Savages  Ihoot 
at  them  with  Arrows,  for  they  fay  they  are  not 
worth  a  Shoot  of  Powder,  which  is  able  to  kill  an 
Elk  or  an  Hart.     I  have  ply'd  this  fort  of  Fowling 
in  the  Neighbourhood  of  our  Cantons  or  Habita- 
tions in  the  Winter  time,    with   the  Help  a  Dog 
who  found  out   the    Trees   by   Scent,    and  then 
bark'd ;    upon   which  I  approach'd  to  the  Tree, 
and  found  the  Fowls  upon  the  Branches.    When 
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the  Thaw  came,  I  went  two  or  three  Leagues  fur* 
ther  up  the  Lake,  in  Company  with  fbme  Canadefe9 
on  purpofe  to  lee  that  Fowl  flap  with  its  Wings. 
Believe  me.  Sir,  this  Sight  is  one  of  the  greateft 
Curiofities  in  the  World ;  for  their  flapping  makes 
a  Noife  much  like  that  of  a  Drum  all  about,  for  the 
Space  of  a  Minute  or  thereabouts;  then  the  Noife 
ceafes  for  half  a  quarter  of  an  Hour,  after  which 
it  begins  again.  By  this  Noife  we  were  directed  to 
the  Place  where  the  unfortunate  Moor-hens  fat,  and 
found  'em  upon  rotten  mofly  Trees.  By  flapping 
one  Wing  againft  the  other,  they  mean  to  call  their 
Mates ;  and  the  humming  Noife  that  enfues  there- 
upon, may  be  heard  half  a  quarter  of  a  League  off. 
This  they  do  only  in  the  Months  of  April,  May9 
September  and  October  -3  and,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, the  Moor-hen  never  flaps  in  this  manner,  but 
upon  one  Tree.  It  begins  at  the  break  of  Day$ 
and  gives  over  at  nine  o'CJoek  in  the  Morning,  till 
about  an  Hour  before  Sunfet  that  it  flutters  again, 
and  continues  fo  to  do  till  Night :  I  proteft  to  you, 
that  I  have  frequently  contented  my  felf  with  fee- 
ing and  admiring  the  flapping  of  their  Wings  with- 
out offering  to  (hoot  at  'em. 

Befides  the  Pleafure  of  fo  many  different  forts  of 
Diverfion,  I  was  likewife  entertain'd  in  the  Woods 
with  the  Company  of  the  honeft  old  Gentlemen  that 
liv'd  in  former  Ages.  Honeft  Ho?ner9  the  Amiable 
Anacreon,  and  my  Dear  Lucian,  were  my  infepa- 
rable  Companions.  Ariftotle  too  defir'd  paflionately 
to  go  along  with  us,  but  my  Canow  was  too  little 
to  hold  his  bulky  Equipage  of  Peripatetick  Syllo- 
gifms:  So  that  he  was  e'en  fain  to  trudge  back  to 
the  Jefuits,  who  vouchfaf 'd  him  a  very  honourable 
Reception.  I  had  a  great  deal  of  Reafon  to  rid  my 
felf  of  that  great  Philofopher's  Company  j  for  his 
ridiculous  Jargon,  and  his  fenfelefs  Terms,  would 
have  frighted  the  Savages  out  of  their  Wits,  Fare- 
F  a  well^ 
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well,  Sir,  I  am  now  arriv'd  at  once  at  the  End  of 
my  Game  and  my  Letter.  I  have  heard  no  News 
from  Quebec,  where  they  continue  to  make  mighty 
Preparations  for  fbme  confiderable  Enterprize.  Time 
will  dilcover  a  great  many  things,  an  Account  of 
which  I  mean  to  tranfmit  to  you  by  the  Ships  that 
are  to  leave  this  Harbour  in  the  End  of  Autumn.  I 
conclude  with  my  ufual  Compliment, 

TuurSj  &c. 


LETTER  XII. 

Dated  at  St.  Helens,  over-againft  Monreal, 
June  8.   1687. 

The  Chevalier  de  Vaudreuil  arrives  in  Canada 
with  fome  Troops.  Both  the  Regular  Troops 
and  the  Militia,  are  pojied  at  St.  Helens,  in 
a  readinefs  to  march  againji  the  Iroquefe. 

SIR, 

IHave  fuch  a  Budget-full  of  News,  that  I  know 
not  where  to  begin.  I  receiv'd  Letters  but  now 
from  Mr.  Sene  lay's  Office  ;  by  which  I  have  Advice, 
that  Orders  are  lent  to  Mr.  Denonville  to  allow  me 
to  go  for  France,  upon  my  private  Concerns.  No 
longer  fince  than  Yefterday,  he  told  me  I  fhould 
have  Leave  to  go  after  the  Campaign  is  over.  My 
Relations  write,  that  the  procuring  of  this  Leave 
coft  'em  a  great  deal  of  Pains  -}  and  that  the  fooner 
I  come  to  Paris,  'twill  be  the  better  for  me. 

The  Governor  arriv'd  at  Monreal  three  or  four 
Days  ago,  with  all  the  Militia  of  the  Country,  who 
lie  now  incamp'd  along  with  our  Troops  in  that 
Ifland.  Mr.  D' 'Amblemont  has  been  at  Quebec  this 
Month,  with  five  or  fix  fecond  Rate  Ships,  having 

fail'd 
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fail'd  fromRoc^/  thither  in  28  Days.    He  brought 
over  with  him  ten  or  twelve  Companies  of  Marines, 
who  are  to  guard  the  Colony  while  we  invade  the 
Iroqttefe  Country,     'lis  faid,  that  lad  Year  Mr.  De~ 
nonviUe  lent  feveral  Canadefe^  that  were  known  and 
efteem'd  by  the  Savages,  our  Allies,  who  live  upon 
the  Banks  of  the  Lakes  and  the  adjacent  Countries, 
with  Orders  to  engage  'em  to  favour  our  Defign  or 
extirpating  the  Iroquefe.    In  the   Winter   he  made 
Magazines  of  Ammunition  and  Provifions,  and  now 
he  has  fent  feveral  Canows,  laden  with  Provifions, 
to  Fort  Frontenac,  and  given  Orders  for  the  Build- 
ing of  an  infinite  number  of  fuch  Boats  as  Idefcrib'd 
in  my  fourth  Letter,    for  the  tranfporting  of  our 
twenty  Companies  of  Marines.      The  Militia  who 
are  incamp'd  in  this  Ifland  along  with  our  Troops, 
make  fifteen  hundred  Men,  and  are  join'd   by  five 
hundred  of  the  converted  Savages  that  live  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Quebec  and  the  Ifland  of  Moil" 
real     The  Chevalier  Vaudreuil,  who  is  come  from 
France  to  command  our  Troops,  is  refolv'd  to  ap- 
pear in  the  Field,  notwithstanding  the  Fatigue  of  his 
Paffage  to  Canada ;  and  the  Governor  of  Monreal 
is  of  the  fame  Mind.     Mr.de  Champigm^    the  In- 
tendant  of  this  Country,  went  from  hence  to  Fort 
Frontenac  two  Days  ago.     The  Day  after  To-mor- 
row, Mr.  de  Denottville  means  to  march  at  the  Head 
of  his  little  Army,  being  accompany'd  with  an  an- 
tient  Iroquefe,  that  is  very  much  refpe&ed  by  the 
five  Cantons.     The  Hiftory  and  various  Adventures 
of  this  old  Gentleman,   are  too  tedious  to  bear  a 
Relation   in  this  Place.     Every  body  is  apprehen- 
five  that  this  Expedition  will  prove  as  fuccefslefs  as 
that  of  Mr.  de  la  Barre :    And  if  their  Apprehen- 
fions  are  not  difappointed,    the  King  lays  out  his 
Money  to  no  Purpofe.    For  my  own  Part,  when  I 
reflect  upon  the  Attempt  we  made  three  Years  ago, 
I  can't  but  think  it  impoflible  for  us  to  fucceed. 
F  3  Time 
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Time  will  difcover  the  Confequences  of  this  Expe- 
dition i  and  perhaps  we  may  come  to  repent,  thoa 
too  late,  of  our  complying  with  the  Advice  of  fome 
Difturbersof  the  publick  Peace,  who  project  to  en- 
large their  private  Fortunes  in  a  general  Commo- 
tion. I  lay  this  down  for  an  uncontefted  Truth, 
that  we  are  not  able  to  deftroy  the  Iroquefe  by  our 
felves ;  Befides,  what  occafion  have  we  to  trouble 
3em,  fince  they  give  us  no  Provocation  ?  However, 
let  the  Event  be  what  it  will?  I  mail  not  fail  upon 
my  Return  to  tranfmit  you  a  Journal  of  our  Ac- 
tions, unleis  it  be,  that  I  embattle  for  Rochel,  and 
deliver  it  myfelf :    In  the  mean  time,    believe  me 


to  be, 


SIR, 


Tours,  &c 


LETTER     XIII. 

Dated  at  Niagara,  Aug.  2.  1687. 

Reprefenting  the  unfavourable  Ijj'ue  of  the  Cam- 
paign made  in  the  Iroquefe  Country ;  the  Dif- 
covery  of  an  Ambufcade ;  and  the  ifjimig  of 
Orders  for  the  Author  to  march  with  a  De- 
tachment to  the  great  Lakes. 

SIR, 

IT  has  been  a  Maxim  in  all  Ages,  that  the  Events 
of  things  are  not  always  anfwerable  to  Mens  Ex- 
pectations :  When  Men  form  to  themfelves  a  promi- 
sing Profpect  of  comparing  their  Ends,  they  fre- 
quently meet  with  the  Mortification  of  feeing  them-? 
felves  difappointed.  This  I  fpeak  by  way  of  Ap- 
lication  to  myfelf;  for  inftead  of  going  for  France, 
purfwant  to  the  Contents  of  the  Letter  I  writ  to  you 
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two  Months  ago,  1  am  now  oblig'd  to  ftraggle  to 
one  End  of  the  World,  as  you'll  find  by  the  follow- 
ing Journal  of  our  Expedition. 

We  broke  up  from  St.  Helens  much  about  the  time 
I  fpoke  of  in  my  laft.  Mr.  de  Champigni  went  before 
us  with  a  ftrong  Guard,  and  arriv'd  in  a  Canow  at 
Fort  Front  enac,  eight  or  ten  Days  before  we  came  up. 
As  foon  as  he  arriv'd,  he  fent  two  or  three  hundred 
Canadefe  to  furprize  the  Villages  of  Kent e  and  Gane- 
oujffe,  which  lie  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
Leagues  from  the  Fort,  and  are  inhabited  by  a  fort 
of  Iroquefe,  thatdeferv'd  no  other  Ufage  than  what 
they  met  with.  Our  Canadefe  had  no  great  difficulty 
in  maftering  them ;  for  they  furpris'd  'em  when  they 
leaft  thought  of  any  Alarm,  and  brought  'em  Prifo- 
ners  to  Fort  Frontenac,  where  they  were  tied  to  Pofts 
with  Cords  round  their  Necks,  Hands,  and  Feet. 
We  arriv'd  at  the  Fort  on  the  flrft  of  July,  after  the 
encountering  of  feveral  Difficulties  among  the  Wa- 
ter-falls, Cataracts,  and  Currents,  that  1  formerly 
defcrib'd  to  you  in  my  Account  of  Mr.  de  la  Barrels 
Expedition.  We  were  more  perplex'd  in  this  Voyage 
than  the  former  ;  for  our  Boats  were  fo  heavy,  that 
we  could  not  tranfport  'em  over  Land  as  we  did  the 
Canows,  but  were  oblig'd  to  drag  'em  up  through 
the  impracticable  PafTes  with  the  Force  of  Men  and 
Ropes.  Immediately  upon  our  debarqui  ng,  I  went 
ftraight  to  the  Fort,  where  I  faw  the  miferable  Prk 
foners  in  the  abovemention'd  Pofture.  The  Sight  of 
this  Piece  of  Tyranny  fill'd  me  at  once  with  Com- 
panion and  Horror ;  but  in  the  mean  time  the  poor 
Wretches  fung  Night  and  Day,  that  being  the  cufto- 
mary  Practice  of  the  People  of  Canada  when  they 
fall  into  the  Hands  of  their  Enemies.  They  com- 
plain'd,  '  That  they  were  betray 'd  without  any 
'  Ground  ;  that  in  Compenfation  for  the  Care  they 

*  had  took  ever  fince  the  Peace  to  furnilh  the  Gari- 

*  fon  with  Filh  and  Venifon,  they  were  bound  and 
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tied  to  Pofts,  and  whip'd    in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
they  could  neither  fleep,    nor  guard  off  the  Flies  , 
that  the  only  Requital  they  met  with  for  procuring 
to  the  French  a  Commerce  in  the  Skins  of  Beavers 
and  other  Animals,  was,  to  be  doom'd  to  Slavery, 
and  to  fee  their  Fathers,  and  the  antient  Men  of 
their  Country,  murder'd  before  their  Eyes.    Are 
thefe  the  French,  faid  they,  that  the  Jefuits  cey'd 
up  fo  much  for  Men  of  Probity  and  Honour?  Even 
the  cruclleft  fort  of  Death  that  Imagination  itfelf 
can  reach,  would  be  nothing  to  us  in  Comparifon 
with  the  odious  and  horrible  Spectacle  of  the  Blood 
of  our  Anceftors,  that  is  fhed  Co  inhumanly  before 
our  Eyes.  Affuredly,  the  five  Villages  will  revenge 
our  Quarrel,  and  entertain  an  everiafting  andjulc 
Refentmentof  the  tyrannical  Ufage  we  now  meet 
with.'     I  made  up  to  one  of  thefe  Wretches  that 
was  about  five  and  twenty   years  old,    and  had  fre- 
quently regafd  me  in  his  Hutt,   not  far  from  the 
Fort,  during  my  fix  Weeks  Service  in  that  Place,  in 
the  Year  of  Mr.  de  la  Barre's  Expedition.  This  poor 
Man  being  Mafter  of  the  Algonkin  Language,  I  gave 
him  to  know,  that  I  was  heartily  griev'd  toiee  him 
in  that  difmal  Pofturej    that  I  would  take  care  to 
have  Victuals  and  Drink  convey 'd  to  him  twice  a 
Day,  and  would  give  him  Letters  for  my  Friends  at 
Monreal,  in  order  to  his  being  us5d  more  favourably 
than  his  Companions.     He  reply'd,  that  he  faw  and 
was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  Horror  that  mod 
of  the  French  were  affected  with,  upon  the  View  of 
the  Cruelty  they  underwent ;  and,  that  he  fcorn'd 
to  be  fed,  or  us'd  more  civilly  than  his  Fellow  Pri- 
foners.    He  gave  me  an  Account  of  the  Manner  in 
which  they  werefurpriz'd,  and  how  their  Anceftors 
were  maffacred ;  and  truly,  I  do  not  believe  that  any 
one  can  be  touch'd  with  more  cutting  and  bitter  Re- 
flections than  this  poor  Man  was,  when  he  recounted 
the  many  Services  he  had  done  the  French,  during 

the 
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the  whole  Courfe  of  his  Life :  At  laft,  after  many 
Sighs  and  Groans,  he  bow  d   down  his  Head,  and 
wrap'd  himfelf  up  in  Silence,     ^uxque  poteft  narrat, 
refiabant  ultima  flevit.     But  this  was  not  the  only 
Thing  that  affected  me,  when  I  beheld  the  Mifery 
of  theie  innocent  Creatures:  I  faw  fome  young  Sa- 
vages of  our  fide  burn  their  Fingers  with  Fire  in  their 
lighted  Pipes  -    which  provok'd  me  to  threih j'em 
foundly ;    but  I  was  feverely   reprimanded  for  my 
Pains,  and  confin'd  to  my  Tent  for  five  or  fix  Days, 
where  I  only  repented  that  I  had  not  dealt  my  Blows 
in  a  double  Meafure.     Thefe  Savages  refented  the 
Matter  fa  highly,   that  they  ran  prefently  to  their 
Hutts,  and  flew  to  their  Fufees,  in  order  to  kill  me. 
Nay,  all  that  could  be  done  was  fcarce  fufficient  to 
appeafe  'em  5  for  the  Difpute  came  to  that  height, 
that  they  would  have  left  us,  if  it  had  not  been 
that  our  Men  affur'd    'em  I  was 
*  drunk,  that  all  the  French  were    *  Amm£  t.h$*y*- 
prohibited  to  give  me  either  Wine   £■  ££■.££. 
or  Brandy,  and  that  I  mould  cer-  for  the  bottle  »t- 
tainly  be  imprifon'd  as  loon  as  the    tones  for  all  Crimes. 
Campaign  were  over.  However,  the 
poor  Wretches,  the  Prifoners,  were  carried  to  Que- 
bec -,  from  whence  they  are  to  be  fent  to  the  French 
Gallies.     Much  about  that  time,   the  Sieur  de  la 
Forefti  one  of  Mr.  de  la  Salle's  Officers,  arriv'd  at 
the  Fort  in  a  great  Canow,  being  conducted  thither 
by  eight  or  ten  Coureurs  de  Bois.     He  gave  Mr.  de 
Benowville  to  underftand,  that  a  Party  of  the  Illinefe 
and  the  Qumamis  waited  for  the  Hurons  and  the 
Outaouas  at  the  Lake  of  St.  Claire,  in  order  to  join 
'em,  and  to  march  with  joint  Forces  to  the  River 
of  the  Sjfonontouans,  that  being  the  Place  of  their 
general  Rendezvous.     He  added,  that  in  *':e  Lake 
of  the  Hurons  near  MiJJilimakinac,  Mr.  de  la  Duratit- 
tats,  affifted  by  the  Savages,  our  Allies,  had  taken 
an  Englijh  Company,  conducted  by  fome  Iroquefe> 

who 
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who  had  fifty  thoufand  Crowns  worth  of  Goods  in 
their  Canows,  to  be  difpos'd  of  in  Exchange  with 
the  Nations  that  dwell  upon  thcfe  Lakes;  as  alfo, 
that  Mr-  Dulhut  had  taken  another  Englifh  Convoy, 
being  affifted  by  the  Convents  de  Bois,  and  the  Sava- 
ges, who  had  fhar'd  the  former  Capture;  and  that 
lie  had  kept  the  Englifh  and  Iroqueje  as  Prifoners,  as 
well  as  their  Commander,  who  was  call'd  Major 
Gregory.  In  fine,  he  reprefented  to  Mr.  de  De?wn- 
mille,  that  'twas  high  time  for  him  to  fet  out  from 
Fort  Frontenac,  if  he  mean'd  to  appear  at  the  gene- 
ral Rendezvous,  where  the  Auxiliary  Troops  lent 
from  the  Lakes  would  arrive  very  fpeediiy.  The 
next  Day,  being  the  3d  of  July,  the  Sieur  de  la 
Forejt  embarqued  again  for  Niagara,  and  fteer'd  to 
the  North-fide  of  the  Lake.  At  the  fame  time  we 
embarqued,  and  flood  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
Lake,  being  favour'd  by  the  Calms  which  in  that 
Month  are  very  common. 

By  good  luck  our  whole  Body  arriv'd  almofr.  at 
one  and  the  fame  time  in  the  River  of  the  tffononiou- 
am-y  and  upon  that  Occafton,  the  Savages,  our  Al- 
lies, who  draw  Predictions  from  the  moft  trifling 
Accidents,  fhew'd  their  wonted  Superftition  in  take- 
ing  this  for  an  infallible  Prefage  of  the  utter  De- 
ftru&ion  of  the  Iroqueje:  Tho' after  all,  they  prov'd 
falfe  Prophets,  as  you  will  find  by  the  Sequel  of  this 
Letter.  The  fame  Night  that  we  landed,  we  hawl'd 
our  Canows  and  Boats  out  of  the  Water,  and  fet  a 
ilrong  Guard  upon  'em.  This  done,  we  built  a  Fort 
of  Stakes  or  Pales,  where  we  left  the  Sieur  Dorvillers 
with  four  hundred  Men  to  guard  our  Shipping  and 
Baggage.  The  next  Day,  a  young  Canadefe,  call'd 
Fontaine  Marion,  was  unjuftly  (hot  to  Death.  His 
Cafe  ftood  thus :  Having  travel'd  frequently  all  over 
this  Continent,  he  was  perfectly  well  acquainted 
with  the  Country,  and  with  the  Savages  of  Canada  $ 
and  after  the  doing  of  fevcral  good  Services  to  the 
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King,  defir'd  Leave  from  the  Governor  General  to 
continue  his  Travels,  in  order  to  carry  on  fome 
little  Trade  j  but  his  Requeft  was  never  granted. 
Upon  that,  he  refolv'd  to  remove  to  New-Englandy 
the  two  Crowns  being  then  in  Peace.  The  Planters 
of  New- England  gave  him  a  very  welcome  Recep- 
tion j  for  he  was  an  active  Fellow,  and  one  that  un- 
derftood  almoft  all  the  Languages  of  the  Savages. 
Upon  this  Confideration,  he  was  employed  to  con- 
duct the  two  EngUJh  Convoys  I  fpoke  of  but  now, 
and  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  taken  along  with  them. 
Now,  to  my  mind,  the  Ufage  he  met  with  from  us 
was  extream  hard  •  for,  we  are  in  Peace  with  Eng- 
land j  and  befides,  that  Crown  lays  Claim  to  the 
Property  of  the  Lakes  of  Canada. 

The  next  Day  we  began  our  March  towards  the 
great  Village  of  the  2jfbnontouans9  without  any  other 
Provifions  than  ten  Biskets  a  Man,  which  every  one 
carry 'd  for  himfelf  We  had  but  feven  Leagues  to 
march  in  a  great  Wood  of  tall  Trees,  upon  a  imooth 
even  Ground.  The  Coureurs  de  Bois,  with  a  Party 
of  the  Savages,  led  the  Van,  and  the  reft  of  the  Sava- 
ges brought  up  the  Rear,  our  regular  Troops  and 
our  Militia  being  pofted  in  the  Middle.  The  firft 
Day  the  Army  march'd  four  Leagues,  and  the  ad- 
vanc'd  Guards  made  no  Difcovery.  Thefecond  Day 
our  advanc'd  Parties  march'd  up  to  the  very  Fields  of 
the  Village  without  perceiving  any  thing,  tho'  they 
paft  within  a  Piftol-fhot  of  five  hundred  ffonjnntouans9 
who  lay  flat  upon  the  Ground,  and  fuffer'd  'em  to 
pafs  and  repafs  without  Moleftation.  Upon  their  In- 
telligence we  march'd  up  with  equal  Precipitation 
and  Confufion,  being  buoy'd  up  with  the  Apprehen- 
sion that  the  Iroquefe  had  fled,  and  that  at  leaft  their 
Women,  Children,  and  fuperanuated  Perfons  would 
fall  into  our  Hands.  When  we  arriv'd  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hill,  upon  which  the  Ambufcade  was  plac'd, 
attheDiftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  League  from  the  Vil- 
lage, 
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King,  defir'd  Leave  from  the  Governor  General  to 
continue  his  Travels,  in  order  to  carry  on  Tome 
little  Trade  j  but  his  Requeft  was  never  granted, 
Upon  that,  he  refolv'd  to  remove  to  New-England, 
the  two  Crowns  being  then  in  Peace.  The  Planters 
of  New -England  gave  him  a  very  welcome  Recep- 
tion j  for  he  was  an  active  Fellow,  and  one  that  un- 
derftood  almoft  all  the  Languages  of  the  Savages. 
Upon  this  Confideration,  he  was  employed  to  con- 
duel:  the  two  EngUJb  Convoys  I  fpoke  of  but  now, 
and  had  the  Misfortune  to  be  taken  along  with  them. 
Now,  to  my  mind,  the  Ufage  he  met  with  from  us 
was  extream  hard,  for,  we  are  in  Peace  with  Eng- 
land -,  and  befides,  that  Crown  lays  Claim  to  the 
Property  of  the  Lakes  of  Canada. 

The  next  Day  we  began  our  March  towards  the 
great  Village  of  the  cffonontouans^  without  any  other 
Provifions  than  ten  Biskets  a  Man,  which  everyone 
carry 'd  for  himfelf.  We  had  but  feven  Leagues  to 
march  in  a  great  Wood  of  tall  Trees,  upon  a  imooth 
even  Ground.  The  Coureurs  de  Bois,  with  a  Party 
of  the  Savages,  led  the  Van,  and  the  reft  of  the  Sava- 
ges brought  up  the  Rear,  our  regular  Troops  and 
our  Militia  being  pofted  in  the  Middle.  The  firft 
Day  the  Army  march'd  four  Leagues,  and  the  ad- 
vane'd  Guards  made  no  Difcovery.  Thefecond  Day 
our  advane'd  Parties  march'd  up  to  the  very  Fields  of 
the  Village  without  perceiving  any  thing,  tho'  they 
paft  within  a  Piftol-fhot  of  five  hundred  Tfonjintouans, 
who  lay  flat  upon  the  Ground,  and  fuffer'd  'em  to 
pals  and  repafs  without  Moleftation.  Upon  their  In- 
telligence we  march'd  up  with  equal  Precipitation 
andConfufion,  being  buoy'd  up  with  the  Apprehen- 
sion that  the  Iroquefe  had  fled,  and  that  at  leaft  their 
Women,  Children,  and  fuperanuated  Perfons  would 
fall  into  our  Hands.  When  we  arriv'd  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Hill,  upon  which  the  Ambufcade  was  plac'd, 
attheDiftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  League  from  the  Vil- 
lage, 
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kge,  they  began  to  raife  their  wonted  Cry,  which 
was  follow'd  by  the  firing  of  feme  Muskets.  Had 
you  but  feen,  Sir,  what  Diforder  our  Troops  and 
Militia  were  in  amidft  the  thick  Trees,  you  would 
have  joyifd  with  me,  in  thinking  that  ieveral  thou- 
fands  o$ Europeans  are  no  more  than  a  fufficient  Num- 
ber to  make  Head  againfl  five  hundred  Barbarians. 
Our  Batallions  were  divided  intoftraggling  Parties, 
who  fell  into  the  Right  and  Left,  without  knowing 
where  they  went.  Inftead  of  firing  upon  the  Iroquefe% 
wenYdupon  one  another.  'Twas  to  no  Purpofe  to 
call  in  the  Soldiers  of  fuch  and  fuch  a  Batallion,  for 
we  could  not  fee  thirty  Paces  off:  In  fine,  we  were 
lb  diforder'd,  that  the  Enemy  were  going  to  clofe  in 
upon  us  with  their  Clubs  in  their  Hands ;  when  the 
Savages  of  our  fide  having  rally'd,  repuls'd  the  Ene- 
my, and  purfu'd  Jem  to  their  Villages  with  fo  much 
Fury,  that  they  brought  off  the  Heads  of  eighty,  and 
wounded  a  great  many.  In  this  Action  we  loft  ten 
Savages,  and  a  hundred  French:  We  had  twenty  or 
two  and  twenty  wounded,  in  which  Number  was 
the  good  Father  Angeleran  the  Jefuit,  who  receiv'd  a 
Musket-fhot  in  thole  Parts  which  Origenchofeto  lop 
off,  in  order  to  qualify  himi'elf  for  inftruciing  the 
Fair  Sex  without  theDifturbance  of  Pafiion,  or  the 
Danger  of  Scandal.  When  the  Savages  brought  in 
she  Heads  of  their  Enemies  to  Mr.  de  Denoiroille^  they 
ask'd  him  why  he  halted,  and  did  not  march  up  ? 
Fie  made  Aniwer,  that  he  could  not  leave  his  wound- 
ed Men  behind,  and  that  he  thought  it  proper  to 
encamp,  that  the  Surgeons  might  have  time  to  drefs 
their  Wounds.  To  obviate  this  Pretence,  the  Sa- 
vages offer 'd  to  make  Litters  for  the  tranfporting 
of 'em  to  the  Village,  that  lay  but  a  little  way  off 
But  our  General  did  not  approve  of  their  Advice  -3 
upon  which,  notwithstanding  his  Remonftrances, 
they  drew  up  into  a  Body,  and  tho'  they  connfted 
often  different  Nations,  agreed  in  a  joint  Refolu- 
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tionof  purfuing  their  Enemy,  in  hopes  of  taking,  a- 
kaft  their  Women,  their  old  Men,  and  their  Chil 
dren.  Cur  General  being  acquainted  with  their  Re" 
fblution,  gave  'em  to  know,  that  he  earneflly  defir'd 
they  would  reft  for  one  Day,  and  not  depart  from 
his  Camp,  and  that  the  next  Day  he  would  burn  their 
Villages,  and  ftarve  'em  to  Death  by  fpoiling  their 
Crops.  But  they  took  this  Compliment  fb  ill,  that 
moft  of  'em  return'd  to  their  own  Country  ;  remon- 
ftracing, c  That  the  French  came  out  to  fetch  a  Walk, 
c  rather  than  to  wage  War,  fince  they  would  not 

*  take  the  Advantage  of  the  beft  Opportunity  in  the 
6  World  :  That  their  Ardour,  like  a  Flam  of  Fire, 
c  was  extinguifhd  as  foon  as  kindled :  That  'twas  a 
6  fruitlefs  Adventure,    to  draw   together  fb  many 

*  Warriors,  from  all  Parts,  to  burn  fome  Hutts  of 
c  Bark,  that  the  Enemy  could  rebuild  in  four  Days : 
c  That  the  tffonontouans  did  not  matter  the  fpoiling  of 
1  their  Corn,  for  that  the  other  Iroquefe  Nations  were 
6  able  to  fupply  'em :  And  in  fine,  That  fince  they 
c  had  joyn'd  the  French  twice  together  to  no  Purpofe, 
£  they  would  never  truft  'em  for  the  future,  in  fpite 
c  of  all  the  Remonftrances  they  could  make.     Some 
are  of  the  Opinion,  that  Mr.  de  Denonville  ought  to 
have  gone  farther  ;  and  others  affirm,  that 'twas  im- 
poffible  for  him  to  do  more  than  he  did.     For  my 
Part,  I  (hall  not  venture  upon  any  Decifion  of  the 
Matter ;  thofe  who  fit  at  the  Helm  are  moft  liable 
to  be  perplex'd.  To  purfue  the  bare  Matter  of  Fad ; 
we  march  d  next  Day  to  the  great  Village,  and  car- 
ry'd  our  wounded  Men  upon  Litters ;  but  we  found 
nothing  there  but  Ames ;  for  the  Iroquefe  had  burnt 
•the  Village  themfelves,  by  way  of  Precaution.  Then 
we  fpent  five  or  fix  Days  in  cutting  down  the  Indian 
Corn  with  our  Swords.     From  thence  we  march'd 
to  the  two  little  Villages  of  the  'Thegaronhies  and  the 
Danoncaritaoui,  which  lay  about  two  or  three  Leagues 
off.     Having  done  the  like  Exploits  there,    we  re- 
turn'd 
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turn'd  to  the  Lake-fide.  In  all  thefe  Villages  we 
found  plenty  of  Horfes,  black  Cattle,  Fowl  and 
Hogs.  All  the  Country  round  afforded  us  a  very 
charming,  pleafant,  and  even  Profpect.  The  Fo- 
refts  thro'  which  we  march'd  were  replenifh'd  with 
Oak,  Wall-nut,  and  wild  Chefnut-Trees. 

Two  Days  after  we  imbarqu'd  for  Niagara,  which 
lay  thirty  Leagues  off,  and  arriv'd  there  in  four 
Days.  As  foon  as  the  Troops  had  debarqu'd,  we 
imploy'd  'em  in  making  a  Fort  of  Pales  with  four 
Baftions,  which  was  finifh'd  in  three  Days.  Here  we 
mean  to  leave  120  Soldiers  under  the  Command  of 
Mr.  des  Bergeres,  with  Ammunition  and  Provifions 
for  eight  Months.  The  Fort  ftands  on  the  South  fide 
of  the  Streight  of  Herri e  Lake,  upon  a  Hill ;  at  the 
Foot  of  which,  that  Lake  falls  into  the  Lake  of  Fron- 
tenac.  Yefterday  the  Savages  our  Allies  took  leave 
of  Mr.  de  Denoimlle,  and  made  a  Speech  after  their 
ufual  manner  ;  in  which,  among  other  things,  they 
infinuated.  That  they  were  pleas'd  to  fee  a  Fort  fo 
conveniently  plac'd,  which  might  favour  theirRe- 
treat  upon  any  Expedition  againft  the  Iroquefe  ; 
That  they  depended  upon  his  Promife„,  of  continu- 
ing the  War  till  the  five  Nations  fhould  be  either 
deftroy'd  or  difpoffefs'd  of  their  Country ;  that  they 
earneftly  defir'd  that  part  of  the  Army  mould  take 
the  Field  out  of  hand,  and  continue  in  it  both  Win- 
rer  and  Summer,  for  that  they  would  certainly  do 
the  fame  on  their  Part ;  and  in  fine,  that  for  as 
much  as  their  Alliance  with  France  was  chiefly 
grounded  upon  the  Promifes  the  French  made  of 
liftening  to  no  Propofals  of  Peace,  till  the  five  Na- 
tions fhould  be  quite  extirpated;  they  therefore 
hop'd  they  would  be  as  good  as  their  Word  ;  efpe- 
cially  confidering  that  a  CefTation  of  Arms  would 
fully  the  Honour  of  the  French,  and  infallibly  dis- 
engage their  Allies.  Mr.  de  Denonwlle  gave  them 
frelh  Affurances  of  his  Intention  to  carry  on  the  War, 

in 
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in  fpite  of  all  the  Efforts  of  the  Iroquefe;  and  in  a 
Word,  protefted  that  he  would  profecute  this  Defign 
fo  vigoroufly,  that  in  the  End  thefe  Barbarians 
fhould  be  either  quite  cut  off,  or  oblig'd  to  iTiift  their. 
Seats. 

The  General  call'd  for  me  that  very  Day,  and  ac- 
quainted me,  that  in  regard  I  underftood  the  Lan- 
guage of  the  Savages,  I  was  to  go  with  a  Detach- 
ment to  cover  their  Country,  purfuant  to  their  Re- 
queft.  At  the  fame  time  he  alfur'd  me,  he  would  in- 
form the  Court  of  the  Reafons  that  mov'd  him  to 
detain  me  in  Canada,  notwithftandjng  that  he  had 
Orders  to  give  me  leave  to  go  home.  You  may  ea- 
fily  guefs,  Sir,  that  I  was  thunder-ftruck  with  thefe 
News,  when  I  had  fed  myfelf  all  along  with  the 
hopes  of  returning  to  France,  and  promoting  my 
Intereft,  which  is  now  fo  much  thwarted-  Howe- 
ver, I  was  forc'd  to  be  contented  ;  for  the  greater 
Power  bears  the  Sway  all  the  World  over.  Purfu- 
ant to  my  Orders,  I  made  all  fui  table  Preparations 
for  my  Voyage,  without  Lofs  of  Time.  I  took  leave 
of  my  Friends,  who  fingled  out  the  beft  Soldiers 
for  me;  and  made  me  Prefents  of  Cloaths,  Tobac- 
co, Books,  and  an  Infinity  of  other  Things  that  they 
could  fpare  without  any  Inconveniency,  becaule 
they  were  then  upon  their  Return  to  the  Colony, 
which  affords  every  thing  that  one  can  delire.  By 
good  luck,  I  brought  my  Aftrolabe  with  me  from 
Mmreal,  which  will  enable  me  to  take  the  Latitudes 
of  this  Lake,  and  to  make  feveral  other  ufeful  Ob- 
iervations;  for,  in  all  appearance,  I  (hall  be  out  two 
Years  or  fuch  a  Matter.  The  Men  of  my  Detach- 
ment are  brisk  proper  Fellows,  and  my  Canows  are 
both  new  and  large.  I  am  to  go  along  with  Mr. 
Dulbut,  a  Lions  Gentleman,  who  is  a  Perfon  of 
great  Merit,  and  has  done  his  King  and  his  Coun- 
try very  confiderable  Services.  Mr.  de  Sfonti  makes 
another  of  our  Company  $  and  a  Company  of  Sa- 
vages 
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vages  is  to  follow  us.  Mr.  de  Denowville  will  (kt 
out  -for  the  Colony  by  the  North-fide  of  the  Lake 
of  Fronienac,  in  two  or  three  Days,  He  defigns  to 
leave  at  Fort  Frontenac,  a  number  of  Men  and 
Ammunition  equal  to  what  he  leaves  here.  I  here- 
with tranfmit  iome  Letters  for  my  Relations,  which 
I  beg  you  would  convey  to  their  Hands.  If  I  meet 
with  any  Opportunity,  I'll  fend  you  a  Journal  of 
my  Voyage  the  next  Year.  In  the  mean  time^ 
I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 

•--: — • ' .     .    . — ~ 

LETTER     XIV. 

Dated  at  Mijjilimakinac,  May  2.6.  1688. 

The  Author  leaves  Niagara,  and  has  an  Encoun- 
ter with  the  Iroquefc  at  the  End  of  the  Land- 
Carriage.  The  After-part  of  his  Voyage.  A 
Defcription  of  the  Country.  He  arrives  at 
Fort  St.  Jofeph  in  the  Mouth  of  the  La'ke  of 
FJ.urons.  A  Detachment  of  the  Flurons  arrive 
at  the  fame  F lace.  After  an  Engagement,  they 
Jet  out  for  Miffilimakinac.  A  f  range  Adven- 
ture oj  Mr.  de  la  Salle'*  Brother.  Miflilima- 
kinac  defcriVd. 

SIR, 

I  Am  at  a  Lofs  to  determine  whether  'tis  owing  to 
Stupidity,  or  Greatnefs  of  Mind,  that  the  Lofs  of 
my  Eftate,  which  I  infallibly  forefee,  does  not  at  all 
affect  me.  Your  Letter  is  but  too  fhrewd  a  Confir- 
mation of  my  Prophecy  :  However,  I  cannot  but 
purfue  your  feafonable  Advice  in  writing  to  Court  $ 
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in  the  mean  time  fuffer  me  to  fatisfy  my  Promife, 
in  prefenting  you  with  a  Relation  of  my  Voyages. 

I  imbarqued  at  Niagara  Augujl  3.  on  board  a  Ca- 
now  Mann'd   with  eight  Soldiers  of  my  Detach* 
ment ;  and  after  running  three  Leagues  againft  the 
Current  of  the  Streight,  came  that  lame  Day  to  the 
Place  where  the  Navigation  Hops.     There  I  met 
with  the  Sieur  Grifolon  de  la  tfourette,  Brother  to  M* 
Dulhut,  who  had  ventur'd  to  come  from  Miffitima- 
kinac  with  a  fingle  Canow  to  join  the  Army.     The 
qtb  we  commenc'd  our  great  Land-Carriage  to  the 
Southward,  being  oblig'd  to  tranfport  our  Canows 
from  a  League  and  a  half  below  the  great  Fall  of 
Niagara,  to  half  a  League  above  it.     Before  we  got 
at   any   beaten  or  level  Path,    we  were  forc'd  to 
climb  up  three  Mountains,  upon  which  an  hundred 
Iroquefe  might  have  knock'd  us  all  on  the  Head  with 
Stones.     While  we  were  imploy'd  in  this  Tranfport 
Service,    we  were  alarm'd  twice  or  thrice  j  which 
caution'd  us  to  keep  a  ftricl:  Guard,  and  toTranfport 
our  Baggage  with  all  poflible  Expedition:  Nay, 
after  all  our  Precautions,  we  were  forc'd  to  leave  one 
half  of  our  Baggage  about  half  Way,  upon  the  Dis- 
covery of  a  thoufand  Iroquefe  that  march'd  towards 
us.     Do  you  judge,  Sir,  if  we  had  not  fbme  Rea- 
fon  to  be  alarm'd  ;  and  whether  we  would  ftand  to 
facrifice  all  to  the  natural  Principle  of  Self-prefer- 
vation  -s  tho'  indeed  we  were  in   danger  of  lofing 
our  Lives  as  well  as  our  Baggage ;  for  we  had  not 
imbarqued  above  the  Fall  half  a  quarter  of  an  Hour, 
when  the  Enemy  appear'd  upon  the  Streight  fide. 
I  allure  you,  I  Ycap'd  very  narrowly ;  for  about  a 
quarter  of  an  Hour   before,    I  and  three  or  four 
Savages  had  gone   five  hundred   Paces  out  of  our 
Road,  to  look  upon  that  fearful  Cataract;  and  'twas 
as  much  as  I  could  do,    to  get  at  the  Canows  be- 
fore they  put  off     To  be  taken  by  fuch  cruel  FeJ- 
G  Jpws, 
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lows,  was  to  me  no  trifling  thing. 

*  The  Prifiners  ttt-    H  morir  e  niente,  ma  il  <vivere  bru- 

kin  by  the  iroquefe   giando  &  troppo.   Sfo  die  is  nothing, 

are  frequently  burnt.    hm  u  Uq)e  jn  fhe  ^^  Qjr  Fire  *  ^ 

too  much. 
As  for  the  Water-fall  of  Niagara  ;  'tis  feven  or 
eight  hundred  Foot  high,  and  a  half  a  League 
broad.  Towards  the  Middle  of  it  we  defcry  an  Ifland 
that  leans  towards  the  Precipice,  as  if  it  were  ready- 
to  fall.  All  the  Beafts  that  crofs  the  Water  within 
half  a  Quarter  of  a  League  above  this  unfortunate 
Ifland,  are  fuck'd  in  by  Force  of  the  Stream:  And 
the  Beafts  and  Fifh  that  are  thus  kill'd  by  the  pro- 
digious Fall,  ferve  for  food  to  fifty  Iroquefe^  who 
are  fettled  about  two  Leagues  off,  and  take  'em  out 
of  the  Water  with  their  Canows.  Between  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Water  that  fhelves  off  prodigioufly,  and 
the  Foot  of  the  Precipice,  three  Men  may  crofs  in 
a  Breaft  without  any  other  Damage,  than  a  fprink- 
ling  of  fome  few  Drops  of  Water. 

To  return  to  the  Story  of  the  thoufand  Iroquefe  -, 
I  muft  tell  you,  that  we  crofs'd  the  Streight  with  all 
the  Vigour  we  were  Mafters  of,  and  after  rowing 
all  Night,  arriv'd  next  Morning  at  the  Mouth  of 
the  Lake,  which  appear'd  to  be  indifferent  rapid. 
Then  we  were  fecure  from  all  Danger,  for  the  Iro- 
quefe Canows  are  fo  dull  and  large,  that  they  cannot 
fail  near  ib  quick  asthofemade  of  Birch-bark.  The 
former  are  made  of  Elm-bark,  which  is  very  hea- 
vy, and  their  Form  is  very  awkward  •  for  they  are  fb 
long  and  broad  that  thirty  Men  row  in  them,  two 
abreaft,  whether  fitting  or  {landing,  and  Sides  are 
ib  low,  that  they  dare  not  venture  'em  upon  the 
Lakes,  tho'  the  Wind  be  very  flack.  Wecoafted 
along  the  North-Coaft  of  the  Lake  of.EV;<?,  being 
favour'd  by  the  Calms,  which  are  in  a  manner  con- 
ftant  in  that  Seafon,  efpecialJy  in  the  Southern 
Countries,  Upon  the  Brink  of  this  Lake  we  fre- 
quently 
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quently  faw  Flocks  of  fifty  or  fixty  Turkies,  which 
run  incredibly  faft  upon  the  Sands.   And  the  Sava- 
ges of  our  Company  kill'd  great  Numbers  of 'em, 
which  they  gave  to  us  in  Exchange  for  the  Fifh  that 
we  catch'd.  The  2$th  we  arriv'd  at  a  long  Point  of 
Land  which  fhoots  out   14  or  15  Leagues  into  the 
Lake;  and  the  Heat  being  excefiive,  we  chofe  to 
tranfport  our  Boats  and  Baggage  two  hundred  Paces 
over  Land,  rather  than  coaft   about  for  thirty-five 
Leagues.     Septemb.  6.   We  enter'd  the  Streight  of 
the  Lake  of  Huron,  where  we  met  with  a  flack  Cur- 
rent of  half  a  League  in  breadth,  that  continued  till 
we  arriv'd  in  the  Lake  of  St.  Claire,  which  is  twelve 
Leagues  in  Circumference.     The  Stb  of  the  lame 
Month  we  fleer'd  on  to  the  other  End,  from  whence 
we  had  but  fix  Leagues  to  run  againft  the  Stream, 
till  we  arriv'd  in  the  Mouth  of  the  Lake  of  Hurons^ 
where  we    landed  on  the  14^.     You  cannot  ima- 
gine the  pleafant  Profpect  of  this  Streight,  and  of 
the  little  Lake ;  for  their  Banks  are  cover'd  with  all 
forts  of  wild  Fruit-Trees.     'Tis  true,   the  want  of 
Agriculture  finks  the  Agreeablenefs  of  the  Fruit ;  but 
their  Plenty  is  very  furprizing.     We  fpy'd  nc      her 
Anim.ils  upon  the  Shoar,  but  Herds  of  Harts,  a?  i 
Roe-bucks :  And  when  we  came  to   little  Iflands, 
we  fcour'd  'em,  in  order  to  oblige  thefe  Beafts  to 
crois  over  to  the  Continent,  upon  which  they  offer- 
ing to  fwim  over,  were  knock'd  on  the  Head  by 
our  Canow  Men  that  were  planted  all  round  the 
Jfiands.     After  our  Arrival  at  the  Fort,  of  which  I 
was  order'd  to  take  Poflfefiion,  Mr.  Dulhut  and  Mr. 
de  Stonti  had  a  Mind  to  reft  themfelves  for  fome 
Days,  as  well  as  the  Savages  that  accompany'd  us. 
This   Fort  which  was  built  by  Mr.  Dulhut,  was 
garifbn'd  upon  his  own  Charges  by  the  Coureurs  de 
£ois;  who  had  taken  care  to  fow  in  it  fome  Buftels 
of  yW^y-Wheat,  which  afforded  a  plentiful  Crcp, 
that  provd  of  great  Ufe  to  me.     The  Garifon  fur- 
G  2  rendred 
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rendred  their  Poft  very  chearfully  to  my  Detach- 
ment; and  then  purfued  their  Commerce  with  our 
Savages,  for  every  one  had  leave  to  go  where  he 
pleas'd.  This  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of  fending 
two  Canows  under  a  Guard  of  Soldiers,  to  difpofe 
of  a  great  Roll  of  Tobacco  of  200  weight,  that  Mr. 
Dulbut  had  kindly  prefented  me  with ;  for  that  ho- 
neft  Gentleman  inform'd  me,  that  my  Soldiers 
might  eafily  purchafe  Corn  in  Exchange  for  Tobac- 
co, iooner  than  for  any  other  Commodities.  1  am 
oblig'd  to  him  as  long  as  I  live;  but  I  am  much 
afraid,  the  Treafurer  of  the  Navy  will  make  him 
no  better  Compenfation  for  this  Piece  of  Service, 
than  for  a  thoufand  other  Disburfements  upon  the 
King's  Account.  The  Soldiers  I  fent  with  the  To- 
bacco, return'd  in  the  latter  End  of  November^  and 
brought  with  'em  the  Reverend  Father  Avenau  the 
Jefuit,  who  found  no  occafion  to  trouble  himfelf 
with  preaching  up  Abftinence  from  Meat  in  the 
time  of  Lent.  They  brought  Advice,  that  a  Party 
of  the  Hurons  being  prepar'd  to  march  out  of  their 
Villages,  to  attack  the  Iroquefe  Beaver-hunters, 
would  fpeedily  repair  to  the  Fort  to  reft  themfelves. 
In  the  mean  time  I  waited  with  Impatience  for  the 
Arrival  of  one  Turcot^  and  four  more  of  the  Con- 
reurs  de  Bois,  who  were  to  come  to  me  in  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  along  with  fome  other  Huntfmen 
that  Mr.  de  Denonville  had  promis'd  to  fend  me : 
But  hearing  nothing  of  'em,  and  our  Commons  be- 
ing at  that  time  very  fhort,  I  fhould  have  been  very 
much  pinch'd,  if  four  young  Canadefe  who  were 
expert  Huntfmen,  had  not  tarry 'd  with  me  all  Win- 
ter. The  above-mention'd  Party  of  the  Hurons  ar- 
riv'd  Decemb.  2.  being  headed  by  one  Saentfoitan, 
who  left  me  his  Canow  and  his  Baggage,  to  keep 
till  he  return'd  ;  for  he  could  not  poffibly  continue 
his  Navigation  longer,  upon  the  Account  that  the 
Surface  of  the  Water  began  then  to  be  cover'd  with 

Ice. 
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Ice.  Thefe  Savages  chofe  to  march  over  Land  to 
the  Fort  of  Niagara,  where  they  expected  to  receive 
Intelligence  before  they  enter'd  the  Country  of  the 
Iroquefe.  They  mareb'd  ten  Days,  /.  e .  fifty  Leagues, 
without  feeing  one  Soul.  But  at  laft  their  Scouts 
perceiv'd  the  Foot-fteps  of  fome  Huntfmen,  which 
they  trae'd  at  a  great  Pace  for  a  whole  Night,  the 
Snow  being  then  a  Foot  deep.  Towards  the  break 
of  Day  they  return'd,  and  gave  notice  to  their  Fel- 
low-Adventurers, that  they  had  difcover'd  fix 
Hutts,  with  ten  Men  lodg'd  in  each  of 'em.  Upon 
this  Intelligence  the  whole  Party  made  a  halt,  in  or- 
der to  paint  their  Faces,  to  prepare  their  Arms, 
and  to  concert  proper  Meafures.  The  Attack  was 
{6  form'd,  that  two  Men  made  fbfdy  up  to  the  two 
Doors  of  the  Hutts  with  their  Clubs  in  their  Hands, 
to  knock  down  any  one  that  offer'd  to  come  out, 
while  the  reft  were  imploy'd  in  firing  their  Pieces. 
And  the  Action  was  crown'd  with  wonderful  Suc- 
ceCs ;  for  the  Iroquefe  being  furpriz'd  and  (hut  up  in 
their  bark  Prifons,  there  were  but  two  out  of  fixty- 
four  that  made  their  Efcape  ;  and  thefe  two  being 
naked  and  deftitute  of  Fire-Arms,  could  not  but 
perifh  in  the  Woods.  Three  of  the  Hurous  indeed 
were  kill'd  upon  the  Spot,  but  to  atone  for  that 
Lofs,  the  Aggreflbrs  carry 'd  off  fourteen  Prifbners, 
and  four  Women.  This  done,  they  march'd  back 
to  my  Fort  with  all  pofHble  Expedition.  Among 
the  Captive  Slaves,  there  were  three  who  had  made 
Part  of  the  Number  of  the  iooo  Iroquefe  that 
thought  to  have  furpriz'd  us  the  Year  before,  when 
we  were  imploy'd  in  the  great  Land-Carriage  at 
Niagara.  They  gave  us  to  underftand,  that  the 
Fort  of  Niagara  was  block'd  up  by  eight  hundred 
Iroquefe,  who  mean'd  to  appear  before  my  Poft 
without  any  Delay.  This  troublefome  Piece  of 
News  gall'd  me  to  the  laft  Degree,  for  fear  of  being 
reduced  to  Extremities  -,  and  with  that  View  I  was  a 
0  3  verf 
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very  nice  Husband  of  what  Corn  I  had  left.  I  was 
not  apprehenfive  of  being  attack'd  by  'em,  for  the 
Savages  never  fight  fairly,  neither  do  they  ever 
attempt  to  pull  up  Pallifadoes ;  but  I  was  afraid 
that  they  would  ftarve  us  out  by  cramping  our 
Huntfmen  in  their  due  Range.  However,  the  Hu- 
rons  continuing  fifteen  Days  in  my  Fort  to.refrefh 
themfelves,  I  us'd  the  Precaution  of  ingaging  them 
to  affift  my  Huntfmen  in  providing  Meat :  But  as 
foon  as  they  took  leave  of  me  in  order  to  return 
home,  our  Hunting  was  at  an  End,  and  the  Gates 
were  kept  ftmt. 

At  laft,  finding  that  my  Provifions  were  almoft 
out,  I  refolv'd  to  go  to  MiJJilimakinac^    to  buy  up 
Corn  from  the  Hurons  and  the  Outaouans.     Accor- 
dingly,  having  left  fome  Soldiers  to  guard  the  Fort 
in  my  Abfence,    I  imbarq'd    with  the  reft  of  my 
Detachment   on  the  firft  of  Aprils    with  a  gentle 
South- Eaft  Gale  ;  by  the  Help  of  which  we  infenfi- 
bly  crofs'd  the  Bay  of  Sagninan.     That  little  Gulf  is 
fix  Hours  over,  and    in  the  middle  of  it  there  are 
two  little  lilands,  which  afford  a  very  feafbnable 
Shelter   when  a  Wind  arifes  in   the   crofling  over. 
Before  you  have  crofs'd  this  Bay,    the  Coaft  is  all 
along  full  of  Rocks  and  Shelves,  one  of  which  that 
I  faw  was  fix  Leagues  broad :  But  above  it  the  Coaft 
is  clean  and  low,  efpecially  towards  the  Sand-River, 
which  Jies  halfway  between  that  Bay  and  a  Place 
call'd  /'  Anfe  du  tfonnere.     Now  this  laft   Place  is 
reckon'd  thirty  Leagues  off  the  Bay.     Having  paft 
that,  we  had  but  thirty  Leagues  more  to  fail ;  which 
we  did  without   any  Danger,    but  the  Help  of  an 
Eaft-South-Eaft  Gale,  that  fwell'd  the  Waves  pro- 
digioufly.     In  the  Mouth  of  the  lllmcfe  Lake  we 
met  the  Party  of  the  Hurons  that  I  mention'd  before ; 
and  four  or  five  hundred  Outaouas,  who  were  bound 
home,  after  having  fpent  the  Winter  in  hunting  of 
Beavers  upon  the  River  of  Sagiun.an.     Both  they 

and 
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and  wc  were  forc'd  to  lye  by  in  that  Place  for  three 
or  four  Days,  by  reafon  of  the  Ice :  After  which 
the  Lake  was  clear'd,  and  we  crofs'd  it  together. 
When  the  Hurons  came  afhoar,  they  confulted 
among  themfelves  how  to  difpofe  of  their  Slaves : 
After  which  they  made  a  Prefent  of  one  of  'em  to 
Mr.  de  Juchereau,  who  commanded  in  that  Place  5 
but  the  poor  Wretch  was  prefently  fhot  to  Death. 
Another  of  'em  was  prefented  to  the  Outaouas,  who 
granted  him  his  Life,  for  fuch  Reafbns  as  you 
would  eafily  apprehend,  if  you  were  better  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Policy  and  Cunning  of  that  fort  of  Men, 
whom  you  now  take  for  Beafts. 

I  arriv'd  in  this  Place  on  the  iSth  of  April,  and 
my  Uneafinefs  and  Trouble  took  Date  from  the  Day 
of  my  Arrival :  For  I  found  the  Indian  Corn  fb 
fcarce  by  reafon  of  the  preceding  bad  Harvefts,  that 
I  defpair'd  of  finding  half  fo  much  as  I  wanted.  But 
after  all,  I  am  hopeful,  that  two  Villages  will  fur- 
nifh  me  with  almoft  as  much  as  I  have  Occafion  for. 
Mr.  Ca-velier  arriv'd  here  May  6,  being  accompany'd 
with  his  Nephew,  Father  Anafiafe  the  Recollet,  a 
Pilot,  one  of  the  Savages,  and  fome  few  Frenchmeny 
which  made  a  Sort  of  a  party-colour'd  Retinue. 
Thefe  Frenchmen  were  fome  of  thofe  that  Mr.  de  la 
Salle  had  conducted  upon  the  Difcovery  of  MiffifipL 
They  give  out,  that  they  are  fent  to  Canada,  in 
order  to  go  to  France,  with  fome  Difpatches  from 
Mr.  de  la  Salle  to  the  King :  But  we  fufpect  that  he 
is  dead,  becaufe  he  does  not  return  along  with  'em. 
I  lhall  not  fpend  time  in  taking  notice  of  their  great 
Journey  over  Land ;  which  by  the  Account  they 
give,  cannot  be  lefs  than  eight  hundred  Leagues. 

MiJJilimakinac,  the  Place  I  am  now  in,  is  certainly 
a  Place  of  great  Importance.  It  lies  in  the  Latitude 
of  forty -five  Degrees,  and  thirty  Minutes  j  but  as 
for  its  Longitude,  I  have  nothing  to  fay  of  it,  for 
Reafons  mention'd  in  my  fecond  Letter.  'Tis  not 
£  4  a^avc 


8  8  Some  Isew  Voyages 

above  half  a  League  diftant  from  the  Illinefe  Lake, 
an  Account  of  which,  and  indeed  of  all  the  other 
Lakes,  you  may  expect  elfe-where.  Here  the  Hu- 
rons and  Outaouas  have,  each  of  'em,  a  Village  ;  the 
one  being  fever'd  from  the  other  by  a  fingle  Palli* 
fadoe:  But  the  Outaouas  are  beginning  to  build  a 
Fort  upon  a  Hill,  that  (lands  but  iooo  or  1200 
Paces  off.  This  Precaution  they  were  prompted  to 
by  the  Murder  of  a  certain  Huron,  call'd  Sanda- 
ouires,  who  was  afTaffinated  in  the  Saguinan  River  by 
four  young  Outaouas.  In  this  Place  the  Jefiiits  have 
a  little  Houfe,  or  College  adjoining  to  a  fort  of  a 
Church,  and  inclos'd  with  Pales  that  feparate  it  from 
the  Village  of  the  Hurons.  Thefe  good  Fathers  la- 
vifh  away  all  their  Divinity  and  Patience  to  no  pur- 
pole,  in  converting  fuch  ignorant  Infidels :  For  all 
the  length  they  can  bring  'em  to,  is,  that  oftentimes 
they'll  defire  Baptifm  for  their  dying  Children,  and 
fome  few  fuperannuated  Perfbns  confent  to  receive 
the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm,  when  they  find  themfelvcs 
at  the  Point  of  Death.  The  Coureurs  de  Bois  have 
but  a  very  fmall  Settlement  here  -,  though  at  the 
lame  time  'tis  not  inconfiderale,  as  being  the  Staple 
of  all  the  Goods  that  they  truck  with  the  South  and 
the  Weft  Savages;  for  they  cannot  avoid  palling 
this  way,  when  they  go  to  the  Seats  of  the  Illinefe, 
and  the  Oumamls,  or  to  the  Bay  des  Puants,  and 
to  the  River  of  MtJJifipi.  The  Skins  which  they  im- 
port from  thefe  different  Places,  muft  lye  here  fome 
time  before  they  are  tranfported  to  the  Colony. 
Mijfilimakinac  is  fituated  very  advantageoufly  $  for 
the  Iroquefe  dare  not  venture  with  their  forry  Ca- 
nows,  tocrofs  theStreightofthe/////^Lake,  which 
is  two  Leagues  over ;  befides  that  the  Lake  of  the 
Hurons  is  too  rough  for  fuch  {lender  Boats :  And  as 
they  cannot  come  to  it  by  Water,  fo  they  cannot 
approach  to  it  by  Land,  by  reafon  of  the  Marfhes, 
Fens3  and  little  Rivers.,  which  'twould  be  very  diffi- 
cult 
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cult  to  croft  j  not  to  mention  that  theStreight  of  the 
Illinefe  Lake  lies  ftill  in  their  way.  . 

You  can  fcarce  believe,  Sir,  what  vaft  Sholes  of 
white  Fifh  are  catch'd  about  the  middle  of  the  Chan- 
nel, between  the  Continent  and  the  Ifle  of  Mijffili- 
tnakinac.  The  Outaouas  and  the  Hurons  could  never 
fubfift  here,  without  that  Fifhery ;  for  they  are 
oblig'd  to  travel  above  t  wenty  Leagues  in  the  W  oods, 
before  they  can  kill  any  Harts  or  Elks,  and  'twould 
be  an  infinite  Fatigue  to  carry  their  Carcafes  fo  far 
over  Land.  This  fort  of  white  Fifh  in  my  Opinion, 
is  the  only  one  in  all  thefe  Lakes  that  can  be  call'd 
good  ;  and  indeed  it  goes  beyond  all  other  forts  of 
River  Fifh.  Above  all,  it  has  one  fingular  Proper- 
ty, namely,  that  all  forts  of  Sauces  fpoil  it,  fo 
that  'tis  always  eat  either  boil'd  or  broil'd,  without 
any  manner  of  Seafbning.  In  the  Channel  I  now 
fpeak  of,  the  Currents  are  fo  ftrong,  that  they 
ibmetimes  fuck  in  the  Nets,  though  they  are  two 
or  three  Leagues  off  In  fome  Seafbns,  it  fo  falls 
out  that  the  Currents  run  three  Days  Eaftward,  two 
Days  to  the  Weft,  one  to  the  South,  and  four  North- 
ward ;  fometimes  more,  and  fometimes  left.  The 
Caufe  of  this  Diverfity  of  Currents  could  never  be 
fathom'd,  for  in  a  Calm,  they'll  run  in  the  Space 
of  one  Day,  to  all  the  Points  of  the  Compaft,  i.  e. 
fometimes  one  way,  fometimes  another,  without  any 
Limitation  of  Time  •  fo  that  the  Decifion  of  the  Mat- 
ter muft  be  left  to  the  Difciples  of  Copernicus.  Here 
the  Savages  catch  Trouts  as  big  as  one's  Thigh, 
with  a  fort  of  Fifhing-Hook  made  in  the  Form  of  an 
Awl,  and  made  faft  to  a  Piece  of  Brafs  Wire,  which 
is  join'd  to  the  Line  that  reaches  to  the  Bottom  of 
the  Lake.  This  fort  of  Fifhery  is  carried  on  not 
only  with  Hooks,  but  with  Nets,  and  that  in  Win- 
ter, as  well  as  in  Summer :  For  they  make  Holes 
in  the  Ice  at  a  certain  Diflance  one  from  another, 
thro'  which  they  conduct  the  Nets  with  Poles.  The 
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Outaouas  and  the  Hurons  have  very  pleafant  Fields, 
in  which  they  fow  Indian  Corn,  Peafe,  and  Beans, 
befides  a  fort  of  Citruls,  and  Melons,  which  differs 
much  from  ours,  and  of  which  I  fhall  take  Occafion 
to  fpeak  in  another  Place.  Sometimes,  thefe  Sava- 
ges fell  their  Corn  very  dear,  efpecially  when  the 
Beaver-hunting  happens  not  to  take  well :  Upon 
which  Occafion  they  make  fufficient  Reprifals  upon 
us  for  the  extravagant  Price  of  our  Commodities. 

As  foon  as  I  have  bought  up  fixty  Sacks  of  Corn, 
each  of  which  may  weigh  fifty  Pound,  I  am  to  march 
with  my  Detachment  alone  to  St.  Marys  Fort,  in 
order  to  ingage  the  Sauteurs  or  the  Inhabitants  of 
Saut  Saint  Marie,  to  join  the  Outaouas  ;  after  which 
we  mean  to  march  with  joint  Forces  to  the  Country 
of  the  Iroquefe.  Befides  thefe,  there's  a  Party  of 
a  hundred  Hurons  ready  to  march,  under  the  Com- 
mand of  the  great  Leader  Adario,  whom  the  French 
call  the  Rat;  but  they  do  not  march  our  way.  I 
Ihall  write  to  you  with  the  firft  Opportunity  after 
my  Return  from  this  Expedition.  Perhaps  the  Je- 
fuits  will  fend  your  Letters  for  me  along  with  Mr. 
Denonvilles  to  Fort  St.Jofepb,  where  I  am  to  refide. 
I  fhall  expe6t  their  Arrival  with  the  utmoft  Impa- 
tience. In  the  mean  time  I  fend  you  a  Letter  di- 
rected to  Mr.  de  Seignelay,  the  Purport  of  which  I 
have  here  fubjoin'd.  'Twill  be  a  very  fenfible  Ob- 
ligation laid  upon  me,  if  you  vouchfafe  to  believe 
that  I  always  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LET- 
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The  Letter  directed  to  Mr.  de  Seignelay. 

Honoured  Sir, 

Am  the  Son  of  a  Gentleman  that  fpent  three 
hundred  thoufand  Crowns  in  deepening  the  Wa- 
ter of  the  two  Ga-ves  oflkarn:  He  had  the  good 
luck  to  compafs  his  End  by  conveying  a  great  many 
Brooks  to  thefe  two  Rivers ;  and  the  Current  of  the 
Adour  was  by  that  means  to  far  ftrengthen'd,  as  to 
render  the  Bar  of  Bayonne  paffable  by  a  fifty  Gun 
Ship,  whereas  in  former  times  a  Frigate  of  ten  Guns 
durft  not  venture  over  it.  'Twas  in  Confideration  of 
this  great  and  fuccefsful  Attempt,  that  his  Majefty 
granted  to  my  Father  and  his  Heirs  for  ever,  certain 
Duties  and  Taxes,  amounting  to  the  Sum  of  three 
thoufand  Livres  a  Year.  This  Grant  was  confirm'd 
by  an  Act  of  the  Council  of  State,  dated  January 
9.  1658,  fign'd  Bojfuet,  collated,  &c.  Another 
Advantage  accruing  to  the  King  and  the  Province 
from  my  Father's  Services,  confifts  in  the  bringing 
down  of  Mails  and  Yards  from  the  Pyrenean  Moun- 
tains, which  could  never  have  been  effected,  if  he 
had  not  by  his  Care,  and  by  the  disburfing  of  im- 
menfe  Sums,  enlarged  the  Quantity  of  Water  in  the 
Gave  ofO/eron  to  a  double  Proportion.  Thefe  Du- 
ties and  Taxes  which  had  been  juftly  intail'd  upon 
him  and  his  Heirs,  ceas'd  to  be  ours  when  he  dy'd ; 
and  to  inflame  the  Difgrace,  I  loft  his  Places,  viz. 
that  of  being  a  Honorary  Judge  of  the  Parliament 
ofPau,  and  Chief  Juftice  in  Eyre  for  the  Province 
of  Beam  ;  all  which  were  mine  by  Inheritance. 
Thefe  LolTes  are  now  follow'd  by  an  unjuft  Seizure 
that  fome  pretended  Creditors  have  made  of  the 
Barony  of  la  Hontan%  of  a  Piece  of  Ground  that  lies 
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contiguous  to  it,  and  of  a  hundred  thoufand  Livres 
that  lay  in  the  Hands  of  the  Chamber  of  Bayonne- 
Thefe  faithlefs  Creditors  have  no  other  Reafon  to 
fue  me,  but  that  I  am  now  in  the  fagg  End  of  the 
World,  and  that  they  are  rich,  and  fupported  by 
the  Credit  and  Protection  of  the  Parliament  of  Paris, 
where  they  hope  to  make  good  their  unjuft  Preten- 
fions  in  my  Abfence.  Laft  Year  I  obtain'd  Leave 
to  return  to  France,  in  order  to  take  care  of  this 
matter ;  but  now  Mr.  de  Denowville  has  fent  me 
with  a  Detachment  to  thefe  Lakes ;  from  whence  I 
humbly  petition  that  your  Honour  would  vouchfafe 
me  Leave  to  come  home  the  next  Year,  and  at  the 
fame  time  honour  me  with  your  Protection.  I  am, 
with  all  poflible  Refpedt, 

Tour  Honour's,  &c. 


LETTER     XV. 

Dated  at  MijJiUmakhtac^  Sept.  18.  1688. 

Defcribing  the  Fall  call' d  Saut.  St^  Marie,  where 
the  Author  perfuades  the  Inhah&ants  to  join 
the  Outaouas,  and  march  aggainft  the  Iroquefe. 
And  containing  an  Account  of  the  Occurrences 
of  the  Voyage  between  that  Place  and  Miffili- 
makinac 

SIR, 

I  Am  now  return'd  from  the  Iroauefe  Country,  and 
have  quitted  the  Fort  of  St.  fofepb,  againft  my 
Will.  I  cannot  allow  myfelf  to  doubt,  but  that  you 
took  care  of  the  Letter  directed  for  Mr.  de  Seignelay, 
which  I  tranfmitted  to  you  three  Months  ago. 

I  let 
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I  fet  out  from  hence  in  my  Canow,  June  2.  And 
after  my  Arrival  at  the  Water- fall  call'd  Saut  Sainte 
Marie,  I  perfuaded  forty  young  Warlike  Fellows  to 
join  the  Party   of  the  Outaouas  that  I  mention'd  in 
my  laft.  This  Saut  Sainte  Marie  is  a  Cataradt,    or 
rather  a  Water-fall  of  two  Leagues  in  length,  which 
gives  Vent  to  the  Waters  of  the  upper  Lake,  and  at 
the  Bottom  of  which,  not  far  from  the  Jefuits  Houfe, 
there's  a  Village  of  the  Outcbipoues,  alias  Sauteurs. 
This  Place  is  a  great  Thoroughfare  for  the  Coureurs 
de  Bois  that  trade  with  the  Northern  People,  who 
ufually  repair  to  the  Brinks  of  that  Lake  in  the  Sum- 
mer. The  continual  Fogg  that  rifes  from  the  upper 
Lake,  and  fpreads  over  the  adjacent  Country,  ren- 
ders the  Ground  fo  barren,  that  it  bears  no  Corn. 
The  13th  of  the  fame  Month  I  fet  out  from  the 
abovemention'd  Village,  being  accompany'd  by  the 
forty  young  Sauteurs,  who  embarqu'd  in  five  Ca- 
nows,  each  of  which  held  eight  Men.     The  16th 
we  arriv'd  at  the  Ifle  of  Detour,  where  my  Soldiers 
and  the  Party  of  the  Outaouas  had  tarry 'd  for  me 
two  Days.  The  firft  Day  was  fpent  by  the  Outaouas 
and  the  Sauteurs  in  Warlike  Feafts,  Dancing,  and 
Singing,    purfuant  to  their  wonted  Cuftom:    The 
next  Day  we  all  embark'd,  and  traverfing  from  Ifle 
to  Ifle,  made  the  Ifland  of  Manitoualin  in  four  Days. 
This  Ifland  is  25  Leagues  long,  and  feven  or  eight 
broad.     In  former  times  'twas  poflfefs'd  by  the  Ou- 
taouas of  Talon-,  call'd  the  Otontagans ;    who  were 
diflodg'd  by  the  Progrefs  of  the  Iroquefe,  that   has 
ruin'd  fo  many  Nations.     We  coafted   upon   that 
Ifle  a  whole  Day ;  apd  being  favour'd  by  a  Calm, 
crofs'd  from  Ifle  to  lfljggjtill  we  made  the  Eaft-fide  of 
the  Lake.     In  this  Parage  we  crofs'd  between  two 
Iflands  that  were  fix  Leagues  diftant  the  one  from 
the  other  ;  and  upon  that  Occafion  our  Watermen, 
who  were  not  us'd  to  venture  fo  far  out  in  their 
flender  Boats,  were  fain  to  tugg  hard  at  their  Oars. 

The 
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The  Savages  flood  out  at  firft,  and  refus'd  to  ven- 
ture fo  far  from  Land,  for  they  would  rather  have 
gone  fifty  Leagues  about ;  but  at  laft  I  over-per- 
fuaded  'em,  by  reprefenting  that  I  would  have  been 
very  loth  to  venture  my  own  Perlbn,  if  I  had  not 
been  fufficiently  provided  againfl  all  Danger  by  an 
exadt  Knowledge  of  the  Winds  and  the  Storms.  The 
Galm  continuing,  we  made  the  River  of  Sfbeonon-* 
tate  on  the  25th.     The  next  Day  there  fprung  up 
a  Gale  from  the  Weft-South-Weft,    which  kept  us 
back  for  four  or  five  Days  ;  but  our  flop  was  of  no 
great  Advantage  to  us,  for  it  rain'd  fo  heavily,  that 
we  could  hot    hunt.     Thii,  Country  is  the  ancient 
Seat  of  the  Hurons,  as  it  appears  from  the  Name  they 
give  to  their  Nations  in  their  own  Language,  .viz. 
Tbeonontateronons,  i.  e.  the  Inhabitants  of  Tbeonon- 
tate.  But  after  the  Iroquefe  had,  upon  divers  Occa- 
fions,  taken  and  defeated  great  Numbers  of 'em, 
the  reft  quitted  the  Country  to  avoid  the  like  Fate. 
We  re-embark'd  on  the  29th,  and  on  the  ift  of  July 
arriv'd  at  Fort  St.Jofepb,  where  the  Soldiers  I  had 
left  waited  for  us  with  great  Impatience.     Having 
landed  iome  Sacks  of  Corn  at  the  Fort,  we  fet  out 
again  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  purfued  our  Courfe 
with  all  Diligence,  in  order  to  an  early  Appearance 
in  the  Iroquefe  Country.      We  fail'd  through  the 
Streight  or  Neck,  and  flood  to  the  South-fide,  of 
the  Lake  Erie  ;  and  being  favour'd  by  the  Weather, 
arriv'd  on  the  17th  in  the  River  Conde,  which  I  mall 
have  occafion   to  take  notice  of  in  defcribing  the 
Lakes  df  Canada.   Immediately,  upon  our  landing, 
the  Savages  fell   to  Work  in  cutting  down  Trees, 
and  making  a  Redoubt  of  Stakes,  or  Pales,  for  the 
Security  of  our  Canows  and  Baggage,   and  for  a 
fafe  Retreat  to  our  felves  in  cafe  of  Neceflity. 

The  20th  they  march'd,  each  Man  being  provid- 
ed with  a  light  Covering,  a  Bow,  and  fome  Arrows, 
(or  elfe  a  Fuiee)  and  a  little  Bag  containing  ten 
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Pound  weight  of  the  Flour  of  the  Indian  Corn. 
They  thought  it  mod  convenient  to  keep  to  the  Banks 
of  the  River,  upon  which  the  Goyogoans  are  wont 
to  fifh  for  Sturgeon ;   for  that  Fifh,    which  is  fix 
Foot  in  length,  comes  out  of  the  Lakes  in  hot  Wea- 
ther, and  fwims  up  the  Rivers.    They  had  refolv'd 
likewife,  if  they  found  the  Country  clear,  to  march  , 
up  and  furprize  the  Villages  of  the  Goyogoans  :  but 
they  were  foon  eas'd  of  that  trouble;  for  they  had 
not  march'd  two  Days  when  their  Scouts  defcry'd 
three  hundred  Iroquefe ;  and  on  the  other  Hand  the 
Iroquefe  fpy'd  them  to  fuch  Purpofe,  that  the  Scouts 
efcap'd  very  narrowly,  and  had  much  ado  to  return 
to  the  Body  of  the  Party,  which  immediately  betook 
themfelves  to  Flight.  1  was  mightily  furpriz'd  when 
1  heard  the  Centinel  of  our  Redoubt  cry  out,  Ausc 
Armes,  our  Men  are  heaten  and  pur  [tied;  but  I  was 
yet  more  furpriz'd  when  I  faw  the  Fugitives  run  at 
full  Speed,  when  there  was  no  body  behind  them. 
When  they  came  up,  they  were  all  filent  for  half  an 
Hour,  purfuant  to  their  Ufe  and  Wont ;  after  which 
their  Leader  recounted  to  me  the  Particulars  of  the 
Adventure.     1  thought  at  firft  that  their  advanc'd 
Guards  had  miftook  the  Number  of  the  Enemies ; 
for  I  knew  that  the  Outaouas  had  not  the  Reputa- 
tion of  too  much  Courage  ;  but  the  next  Day  a  Par- 
ty of  the  Iroquefe  appear'd  in  fight  of  our  Redoubt, 
which  gave  me  occafion  to  believe  that  they  were  in 
the  Right  of  it.     Nay,  this  Truth  was  afterwards 
confirmed  by  a  certain  Slave  calf  d  Chaouanon,  who 
made  his  Eicape  to  the  Redoubt,  and  aifur'd  me, 
that  the  Iroquefe  were  not  lefs  than  four  hundred ; 
to  which  he  added,  that  they  expected  to  be  join'd 
by  fixty  more  that  had  march'd  fome  Months  be- 
fore to  the  Country  of  the  Oumamh.     He  inform'd 
us  farther,  that  while  the  Marquis  de  Denonvillevtas 
concerting  Meafures  for  a  Peace  with  the  five  Na- 
tions, an  Englifbman,  of  the  Name  of  Aria,  accom- 
pany 'd 
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pany'd  with  fome  others,  endeavour'd  to  diflTuade 
them  from  Peace,  by  Orders  from  the  Governor 
of  New-Tork.  In  the  mean  time  the  Savages  hav- 
ing prefs'd  me  to  aflift  at  a  Council  of  War,  they 
propos'd  to  lie  by  for  a  fair  Wind,  and  then  to  em- 
barque.  They  reprefented,  that  they  defign'd  to 
fail  to  the  End  of  the  Lake,  where  they  would  in- 
fallibly light  upon  the  fixty  Jroquefe  that  I  mention'd 
above  j  but  withal,  that  they  could  not  agree  tofet 
out  in  a  Calm,  becaufe  that  after  their  quitting  the 
Redoubt,  and  launching  out,  a  contrary  Wind 
might  force  'em  alhore,  where  their  Throats  might 
be  cut  if  the  Enemy  purfu'd  'em.  I  reply  'd,  That 
'twas  then  fuch  fine  Weather,  that  we  had  nothing 
to  expect  but  Calms;  that  if  we  tarry 'd  longer 
in  this  Place,  our  Enemies  would  thereby  gain  time 
to  make  Canows  in  order  to  a  Purfuit ;  that  fince 
the  Favourablenefs  of  the  Wind  was  fo  uncertain, 
we  ought  to  embarque  without  Lofs  of  Time;  that 
we  might  fail  in  the  Night,  and  fculk  in  the  Day- 
time behind  Rocks  and  Points  of  Land;  and,  that 
by  this  means  the  Enemy  would  be  at  a  Lois  to 
know  whether  we  ftood  to  the  South  or  to  the 
North-fide  of  the  Lake.  The  Savages  made  Anfwer, 
That  'twas  true  their  tarrying  might  be  every  way 
prejudicial ;  but  'twas  equally  true,  that  my  Expedi- 
ent was  dangerous;  However,  they  contented  to 
embarque  along  with  us,  and  for  that  End  gumm'd 
their  Canows.  We  embarqu'd  on  the  24th  at  Night, 
and  the  Weather  being  fair,  clear,  and  calm,  made 
a  great  deal  of  way  that  Night,  and  the  fucceeding 
Day.  The  next  Evening  we  came  to  an  Anchor, 
defigning  to  fleep  for  three  or  four  Hours,  but  not 
to  ftir  out  of  the  Canows.  About  Midnight  we 
weigh'd  our  little  wooden  Anchors,  and  one  half  of 
the  Men  row'd  while  the  other  was  at  reft.  Thus  did 
wecontiuueto  fleer  with  a  great  deal  of  Precaution 
and  Care,  rowing  all  Night,  and  lying  by  all  Day. 

July 
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July  2,8.  when  we  were  lying  almoft  all  afleep  in 
a  Creek  ofalittlelfland,  the  Watch  deferring  fbme 
Canows  that  made  towards  us,  wak'd  fome  Savages 
that  had  gone  aflhore  to  fleep  the  more  convenient- 
ly.    The  Noife  having  alarm'd  us  all,  we  presently* 
made  our  felves  ready  to  get  in  head  of  theie  Canows  j 
but  at  the  fame  time,  tho'  we  were  but  half  a  League 
off,  we  could  not  diftinguifh  who  they  were,  by  rea- 
Ion  that  the  Sun-beams  falling  perpendicularly,  made 
the  Surface  of  the  Water  look  like  a  Looking-glafs. 
Indeed  there  being  but  two  of  'em,  we  reckon'd  they 
were  Mann'd  with  Iroquefe,  and  that  each  of  'em 
contain'd  at  leaft  twenty  Men;    upon  which  Suspi- 
cion, the  Leader  of  the  Sauteurs  offer 'd  to  go  afhore 
with  his  Men,  and  poft  himfelf  at  the  Entry  of  a 
Wood,  from  whence  he  would  foftly  follow  the  Ca- 
nows without  being  difcover'd,  'till  fuch  time  as  we 
fore'd  'em   afhore.     At  the  fame  time  he  propos'd 
that  the  Qntaouas  and  my  Detachment  mould  fufrer 
'cm  to  be  within  a  Musket-fhot  of  the  Ifland  before 
we  difcover'd  our  felves,  or  offer'd  to  give  "em  Chafe, 
upon  the  Apprehenfion  that  if  wefollow'd  'em  clofer, 
they  would  be  fo  far  from  getting  on  more,  that  they 
would  fight  as  defperate,    and  chufe  rather  to  be 
kill'd  or  drown'd  than  to  be  taken.     This  Propofal 
was  lik'd,  and  every  thing  was  manag'd  accordingly. 
As  foon  as  our  unknown  Enemy  perceiv'd  us,  they 
made  the  Shore  with  all  imaginable  Precipitation  3 
and  juft  when  they  were  going  to  knock  their  Prifb- 
hers  on  the  Head,  the  Sauteurs  fell  upon  'em,  but 
mifs'd  of  their  aim  in  taking  'em  all  alive  5  for  they 
fought  to  the  laft  Gafp,  like  Men  that  knew  no  Me- 
dium betwixt  Conqueftand  Death.  Una  falus  vitHs 
nullam  [per are  [alutem.    This  Engagement  happen'd 
while   we  landed ;    however,  the  Sauteurs  came  off 
with  Honour,  for  they  loft  only  four  Men,  and  of 
twenty  Iroque[e  they  kill'd  three,  wounded  five,  and 
took  the  reft  Prifoners,  fothat  not  one  of 'em  efcap'd. 
H  The 
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The  Iroquefs  had  along  with  them  eighteen  Slaves  of 
the  Outnamis9  who  were  all  wounded,  and  feven  big- 
belly  'd  Women,  from  whom  we  had  Intelligence 
that  the  reft  of  their  Party  were  then  upon  their  Re- 
turn by  Land  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Lake,  having 
thirty-Four  Prifoners,  of  both  Sexes ;  and  that  they 
could  not  then  be  far  off.  When  this  Intelligence 
was  laid  before  us,  the  Outaouas  were  of  the  Opinion 
that  we  fhould  reft  fatisfied  with  the  Feats  we  had 
done,  upon  the  Plea  that  the  above-mention'd  four 
hundred  Iroquefe  would  certainly  get  before  us.  On 
the  other  Hand,  the  Sauteur s  maintain'd  that  they  had 
rather  perifh  than  fail  to  attempt  the  Refcue  of  thefe 
Prifoners,  and  the  Defeat  of  the  whole  Party ;  and 
that  if  no  body  would  fecond  'em,  they  would  make 
the  Attempt  by  themfelves.  The  Bravery  of  this 
Refblution  oblig'd  me  to  encourage  and  edge  on  the 
Outaouas.  I  remonftrated  to  'em,  that  in  regard  the 
Sauteurs  ingrofs'd  the  Glory  of  the  former  Action, 
they  had  more  reafon  than  we  to  decline  theRifque 
of  a  fecond  Engagement ;  that  if  we  refus'd  to  back 
'em,  our  Cowardice  would  cover  us  with  everlafting 
Infamy :  And,  that  in  order  to  render  the  Attack 
more  fecure,  we  ought  to  ufe  a  fpeedy  Precaution  in 
finding  out  fbme  Point  or  Elbow  of  Land  where  our 
Canows,  our  Baggage,  and  our  Prifoners  might  be 
lodg'd  fafe.  The  Outaouas  had  a  great  deal  of  Re- 
lu&ancy  to  the  Matter ;  however,  after  confulting 
among  themfelves,  they  comply'd  with  thePropofal, 
more  for  Shame,  than  out  of  true  Courage.  Having 
laid  down  that  joint  Refolution,  we  made  up  a  little 
fort  of  a  Fence  in  feven  or  dght  Hours,  and  then  fent 
out  Scouts  on  all  Hands,  while  the  main  Body  was 
kept  in  Readinefs  to  march  upon  the  firft  Alarm. 

Auguft^.  two  of  our  Spies  return'd  upon  full  fpeed, 
to  acquaint  us  that  the  Iroquefe  were  not  above  three 
Leagues  off,  and  that  they  advanc'd  towards  us ;  and 
withal,  that  upon  the  Road  there  was  a  little  Brook, 

upon 
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upon  which  an  Ambufcado  might  be  conveniently 
laid.  This  Advice  animated  our  Savages  fb  much, 
that  they  run  immediately  to  take  Poffeffion  of  that 
advantageous  Poft ;  but  they  knew  not  how  to  make 
the  right  ufe  of  it.  The  Outaouas  were  too  hafty  iii 
firing;  and  by  mooting  at  too  great  a  Diftance,  gave 
all  the  Enemies  an  Opportunity  of  making  their 
Efcape,  abating  for  ten  or  twelve,  whofe  Heads  were 
brought  into  the  little  Fort  where  I  ftay'd.  The 
Slaves  indeed  were  all  retaken,  and  fo  reicued  from 
the  Cruelty  of  thefe  Tygers ;  which  encourag'd  us 
to  reft  fatisfied.  When  the  Expedition  was  over,  we 
ftow'd  thefe  poor  Wretches  in  our  Canows,  and. 
fteer'd  with  ali  Expedition  to  the  Streight  or  Neck  of 
the  Lake  of  Huron,  which  we  made  on  the  1 3th. 
We  enjoy 5d  a  great  deal  of  Pleafure  in  ftemming  the 
Current  of  that  Streight  j  the  Iflands  of  which,  that 
I  mention'd  above,  were  cover'd  with  Roe-bucks. 
This  Opportunity  we  did  not  flight ;  nor  did  we 
grudge  our  flopping  upon  thefe  Iflands  for  eight 
Days;  during  which  time  we  were  bufied  in  Humm- 
ing, and  fefrefh'd  our  felves  with  plenty  of  excellent 
Fruit  that  was  fully  ripe.  Here  the  wounded  and 
retaken  Prifoners  had  an  Opportunity  of  refting, 
and  of  drinking  the  Broth  of  feveral  forts  of  Meat  3 
and  we  had  time  to  broil  as  much  Meat  as  we  could 
ftow  in  our  Canows,  not  to  mention  the  great  num- 
bers of  Turkeys  that  we  were  obiig'd  to  eat  upon 
the  Spot,  for  fear  that  the  Heat  of  the  Seafon  would 
fpoil  'em. 

In  that  fpace  of  time  the  poor  wounded  Savages 
were  carefully  purged  with  fuch  Roots  as  the  Ameri* 
cans  are  well  vers'd  in  ;  which  I  mean  to  explain 
to  you  in  its  proper  Time  and  Place;  and  they  want- 
ed not  good  Reftoratives  of  Jelly-broth.  The  24th 
we  re-embarqu'd,  and  arriv'd  at  Night  at  Fort  St 
Jofepb,  where  I  found  a  Party  of  eighty  Oumamis^ 
eommanded  by  One  Michitonkd^  who  being  lately 
H  i  returned 
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return'd  fr&m  Niagara,  expected  my  Arrival  with 
the  utmoft  Impatience.    When  I  landed,  I  was  fur- 
priz'd  to  fee  the  Fort  cramm'd  with  Savages ;  but  on 
the  other  Hand,  they  were  equally  aftoniflrd  to  find 
in  our  Company  their  Country-men,  to  whofehard 
Fortune  they  had  been  altogether  Strangers.     The 
joyful   Meeting  fill'd   the  Air  with   Acclamations, 
and  Panegyricks  rung  all  about  to  an  extravagant 
Degree.     I  wifh,  Sir,  you  had  been  there  to  partake 
of  the  Pleafure  of  fo  fine   a  Show  ;    had  you  been 
prefent,    you  would  have  join'd  with  me  in  owning 
that  all  our  French  Rhetorick  cannot  reach  fuch  pi- 
thy   and   fignificant  Figures,    efpecially  upon  the 
fcore  of  Hyperboles,  as  made  up  the  Bulk  of  the  Ha- 
rangues and  Songs  that   thefe  poor  People  utter'd 
with  Rapture  and  Tranfport.    Michitonka  acquaint- 
ed me,  that  after  he  went  to  the  Fort  of  Niagara, 
with  a  Defign  to  make  fome  Expedition   into  the 
Country  of  the  tffonontouans,  he  found  that  the  Scar- 
ry had  made  fuch  a  terrible  Havock  in  that  Fort, 
that  it  had  fwept  off  the  Commander,  and  all  the 
Soldiers,  bating  twelve,  who  had  the  good  Luck  to 
get  over  it,  as  well  as  Mr.  de  Bergeres,  who  by  the 
Advantage  of  a  hale  Conftitution  had  ftem'd  the 
raging  Violence  of  that  Diftemper.     He  inform'd 
me  farther,  that  Mr.  Bergeres  having  refolv'd  to  fet 
out  with  his  twelve  Men  for  the  Fort  of  Fronienac, 
had  defir'd  of  him  a  Reinforcement  of  fome  young 
Oumamis,  which  was  granted  him ;  that  after  Mr. 
Bergeres    had   embarqu'd,    himfelf  march'd    over 
Land  to  the  Country  of  the  Onnontagms.  where  he 
rejoin'd  the  Reinforcement  he  had  granted  to  Mr.  de 
Bergeres,  and  underftood  from  them,  that  during  the 
Winter  the  Scurvy  had  carried  off  as  many  Soldiers 
at  Fort  Frcntenac  as  at  Niagara:,  and,  that  Mr.  de 
Denonn)il!eyi2L$  negotiating  a  Peace  with  the  Iroquefe. 

The  Governor  of  Fort  Fronicnac  had  rcquefted 
Michitonka  to  engage  in  no  Enterprife,  and  to  return 

home 
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home  with  his  Men ;  upon  which  that  Leader  being 
in  full  March  homeward,  was  attack'd  by  three  hun- 
dred Onnont agues ^  whom  he  durft  not  engage  other- 
wife  than  in  a  running  Fight,  by  which  he  loft  four 
Men.  Being  inform'd  of  all  thefe  Circumftances,  I 
confulted  with  the  three  different  Nations  that  were 
then  pofted  in  my  Fort.  After  a  mature  Reflection 
upon  the  Intelligence  that  was  laid  before  'em,  they 
came  to  this  Refolution  •  that  fince  the  Marquis  de 
Denon-ville  had  a  Mind  to  clap  up  a  Peace,  and  the 
Fort  of  Niagara  was  abdicated,  the  Fort  I  then  com- 
manded would  be  of  no  Ufe;  that  fince  I  had  nei- 
ther Provifions  nor  Ammunition  for  above  two 
Months,  I  mould  be  oblig'd  at  the  End  of  thefe  two 
Months  to  retreat  to  the  Place  from  whence  I  now 
write ;  that  at  that  time  of  the  Year  our  Navigation 
would  be  uneafy  and  dangerous ;  that  in  regard  I 
lay  under  an  indifpenfible  Neceffity  of  making  m^ 
Retreat,  'twas  of  no  great  moment  whether  I  march'd 
off  two  Months  fooner  or  later;  and,  in  fine,  that 
fince  I  had  receiv'd  no  frefh  Orders,  nor  no  Succours, 
'twas  my  Bufinefs  to  go  off  along  with  them.  This 
Refolution,  which  was  a  fufficient  Argument  tofway 
me,  afforded  matter  of  Joy  to  the  Soldiers,  who  were 
afraid  of  being  oblig'd  to  a  more  rigoroas  courfe  of 
Abftinence  in  that  Poft  than  they  had  formerly  un- 
dergone ;  for  the  Meafures  of  a  critical  Abftinence 
do  not  fit  well  upon  a  Soldier's  Stomach.  In  fine,  pur- 
iuant  to  our  joint  Refolution,  we  fet  Fire  to  the  Fort 
on  the  27th,  and  embarqu'd  that  fame  Day,  and 
keeping  clofe  to  the  South  Ihore  of  the  Lake  that  I 
took  notice  of  in  my  laft,  arriv'd  here  on  the  10th 
of  September.  The  Oumamis  march'd  over  Land  to. 
their  own  Country,  and  carry 'd  with  'em  the  Wound- 
ed, who  were  then  in  a  Condition  to  march. 

Upon  my  Arrival  in  this  Place,  I  found  here  Mr. 

de  la  Durantay,  whom  Mr.  Deiwnville  has  invefted 

^vith  the  Ccmminlon  of  Commander  of  the  Coureurs. 

H  3  * 
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de  Bois  that  trade  upon  the  Lakes,  and  in  the  South- 
ern Countries  of  Canada.     The  Governor  has  fent 
me  Orders  to  return  to  the  Colony  if  the  Scafon  and 
other  Circumftances  permit ;  or  to  tarry  here  till  the 
Spring,  if  I  forefee  unfurmountable  Difficulties  in  the 
Paffage.      In  the  mean  time  he  has  fent  me  Effects 
to  anfwer  the  Pay  of  my  Detachment,  and  to  lubfift 
'em  in  the  Winter.  Thefe  Orders  would  beextream 
acceptable  to  me,  if  I  could  but  contrive  how  to  re- 
turn to  the  Colony ;  but  that  feems  to  be  abfolutely 
smpoflible,  and  both   the  French  and  the  Savages 
agree  that  it  is  fo.  There  are  in  that  Paffage  fo  many 
\Vater-falls,  Cataracts,   and  Places  where  there's  a 
Neceffity  of  tedious  Land-carriages,  that  I  dare  not 
run  fuch  Hazards  with  my  Soldiers,    who  cannot 
work  the  Boats  but  upon  ftagnating  Water.     Upon 
that  Confideration  I  have  thought  it  more  proper  to 
halt  here  till  the  next  Year ;  at  which  time  I  defign 
to  take  the  Advantage  of  the  Company  of  fome 
Frenchmen  and  Savages,  that  promife  to  take  into 
€ach  of  their  Canows  one  of  my  Men.     In.  the  mean 
time,  I  am  upon  the  point  of  undertaking  another 
Voyage,  for  I  cannot  mew  myfelf  up  here  all  this 
Winter.     I  defign  to  make  the  beft  Ufe  of  my  time, 
and  to  travel  through  the  Southern  Countries  that  I 
have  fo  often  heard  of,  having  engag'd  four  or  five 
good  Huntfmen  of  the  Outaouas  to  go  along  with  me. 
The  Party  of  the  Hurons  that  I  mention'd  in  the 
Beginning  of  my  Letter,  return'd  hither  two  Months 
ago,  and  brought  with  em  an  Iroauefe  Slave,  whom 
their  Leader  prefentea*  to  Mr.  de  bichereay,  the  late 
Colonel  of  the  Courevrs  ds  Beisy  and  whom  that  Co- 
lonel order'd  to  be  immediately  mot.     The  crafty 
Leader  acted  upon  that  Occafion  a  very  cunning  and 
malicious  Part,  the  fatal  Conferences  of  which  I 
eafily  forefee :  He  intruded  no  body  with  the  Secret 
but  myfelf,  for  he  is  my  true  Friend,  and  he  knows 
that  I  am  his,    Jiowever3  I  muft  go  no  farther  up- 
on 
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on  this  Matter,  left  my  Letter  fhould  be  intercepted. 
Tho'  after  all,  if  the  Blow  were  not  already  given, 
or  if  'twere  poflible  to  remedy  it,  my  Friendfhip 
fhould  not  hinder  me  from  acquainting  Mr.  de  De~ 
nonville  with  the  Intrigue,  that  he  might  get  clear 
of  it  as  well  as  he  could.  If  it  pleafes  God  to  allow 
me  a  lafe  Return  to  France,  I  fhall  tell  you  the 
Story  by  word  of  Mouth. 

I  underftand  by  your  laft,  that  the  King  has  pre* 
ferr'd  his  Almoner,  the  Abbot  of  St.  Falters,  to  the 
Bifhoprick  of  Quebec,  and  that  this  Bifhop  was 
confecrated  in  St.  Sulpice's  Church.  This  Piece  of 
News  would  be  very  welcome  to  me,  if  I  thought 
he  would  be  left  rigid  than  Mr.  de  Laval,  his  Pre- 
decefibr.  But  what  likelyhood  is  there  that  the  new 
Bifhop  will  be  of  a  tractable  Temper?  If  'tis  true 
that  he  has  refus'd  other  good  Bifhopricks,  he  muft 
be  as  fcrupulous  as  the  Monk  Dracontius,  that  St. 
Athanafins  cenfuresfor  not  accepting  of  a  Prefenta- 
tion  to  a  Bifhoprick  that  was  offer'd  him.  In  fine, 
if  he  is  of  that  fcrupulous  Temper,  his  critical  Strict- 
neis  will  fcarce  go  down  in  this  Country ;  for  the 
People  are  already  tir'd  out  with  his  Predecefifor's 
Excommunications. 

Jam, 

SIR, 

Tours,  §cc 
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LETTER     XVI. 

Dated  at  Mtffilimakinac,  May  28.  1689. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  Author' 's  Departure 
from ,  and  Return  to,  Miffilimakinac.  A  De- 
feription  of  the  Bay  o/'Puants ,  and  its  Villages. 
An  ample  Defcription  of  the  Beavers  j  follow  d 
by  the  Journal  of  a  remarkable  Voyage  upon  the 
Long  River ,  and  a  Map  of  the  adjacent  Country. 

SIR, 

THank  God,  I  am  now  return'd  from  my  Voy- 
age upon  the  Long  River,  which  falls  into  the 
River  of  Mifiifipi.  I  would  willingly  have  trae'd  it 
up  to  its  Source,  if  feveral  Obftacles  had  not  flood 
in  my  way,  I  let  out  from  hence  the  24th  q?  Sept. 
accompany'd  with  my  own  Detachment,  and  the 
five  Huntfmen  I  mention'd  in  my  laft  -  who  indeed 
did  me  a  great  deal  of  Service.  All  the  Soldiers 
were  provided  with  new  Canows  loaded  with  Provi- 
sions and  Ammunition,  and  fuch  Commodities  as 
are  proper  for  the  Savages.  The  Wind,  which  ftood 
then  in  the  North,  wafted  me  in  three  Days  to  the 
Bay  of  Pouteouatamis,  that  lay  forty  Leagues  ofE 
The  Mouth  of  that  Bay  is  in  a  manner  choak'd  with 
Ifles,  and  the  Bay  itfelf  is  ten  Leagues  broad,  and 
twenty-five  Leagues  long. 

The  29th  we  came  to  a  little  deep  fort  of  a  River, 
which  difembogues  at  a  Place  where  the  Water  of 
the  Lake  fwells  three  Foot  high  in  twelve  Hours,  and 
decreaies  as  much  in  the  fame  Compafs  of  time.  Our 
tarrying  there  three  or  four  Days  gave  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  this  Remark:  The  Villages  of  the 
SakiSy  the  Pouteouatamis,  and  fbme  Malominis,  are 
'  utv  •'    "•  '    ' '  feated 
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feated  on  the  fide  of  that  River,   and  the  Jefuits 
have  a  Houfe  or  College  built  upon  it.     This  is  a 
Place  of  great  Trade  for  Skins  and  Indian  Corn, 
which  thefe  Savages  fell  to  the  Coureurs  de  Boisy  as 
they  come  and  go,   it  being  the  neareft  and  mod 
convenient  Palfage  to  the  River  of  Mififipi.     The 
Soil  of  this  Country  is  fo  fertile,  that  it  produces 
(in  a  manner  without  Agriculture)  our  European 
Corn,  Peafe,  Beans,  and  feveral  other  Fruits  that 
are  not  known  in  France.     As  foon  as  I  landed,  the 
Warriors  of  thefe  three  Nations  came  by  turns  to 
my  Apartment,  to  regale  me  with  the  Calumet-Dance ', 
and  with  the  Captain3  3k-Dance  •  the  former  being  a 
Signification  of  Peace  and  Friendmip7  and  the  latter 
of  Refpeft  and  Efteem.   I  return'd  the  Compliment 
with  a  Prefent  of  fome  Rolls  of  Brafil  Tobacco, 
which  they  value  mightily,  and  fbme  Strings  o£  Venice 
Beads,  with  which  they  imbroider  their  Coats.  Next 
Morning  I  was  invited  to  a  Feaft  with  one  of  the 
three  Nations ;  and  after  having  fent  to  'em  fome 
Dimes  and  Plates,  purfuant  to  the  Cuftom  of  the 
Country,  I  went  accordingly  about  Noon.     They 
began  with  congratulating  my  Arrival,  and  after  I 
had  return'd  them  Thanks,  fell  a  Singing  and  Dan- 
cing one  after  another,  in  a  particular  Manner,  of 
which  you  may  expect  a  circumftantial  Account 
when  1  have  more  Leifure.  The  Singing  and  Dancing 
lafted  for  two  Hours,  being  feafon'd  with  Acclama- 
tions of  Joy  and  Jefts,  which  make  up  part  of  their 
ridiculous  Mufick.    After  that  the  Slaves  came  to 
ferve,  and  all  the  Company  fat  down  after  the  Eaft- 
em  fafhion,  every  one  being  provided  with  his  Mefi, 
juft  as  our  Monks  are  in  the  Monaftery-Halls. 

Firft  of  all,  four  Platters  were  fet  down  before  me, 
in  the  Firft  of  which,  there  were  two  white  Fifh  on- 
ly boifd  in  Water ;  in  the  Second,  the  Tongue  and 
Ereaft  of  a  Roe-buck  boifd;  in  the  Third,  two 
Wood- hens,  the  hind  Feet  or  Trotters  of  a  Bear,  and 

the 
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the  Tail  of  a  Beaver,  all  roafted;  and  the  Fourth 
contain'd  a  large  Quantity  of  Broth  made  of  feveral 
forrs  of  Meat.     For  Drink  they  gave  me  a  very  plea- 
sant Liquor,    which  was  nothing  but  a  Syrup  of 
Maple  beat  up  with  Water  j   but  of  this  more  elfe- 
where.    The  Feaft  lafted  two  Hours ;  after  which 
I  intreated  one  of  the  Grandees  to  fing  for  me;  for 
in  all  the  Ceremonies  made  ufe  of  among  the  Sava- 
ges, 'tis  cuftomary  to  imploy  another  to  ad  for  'em. 
I  made  this  Grandee  a  Prefent  of  fome  Pieces  of  To- 
bacco, in  order  to  oblige  him  to  ad  my  Part  till 
Night.  Next  Day,  and  the  Day  after,  I  was  oblig'd 
to  go  to  the  Feafts  of  the  other  two  Nations,  who 
obferv'd  the  fame  Formalities.     The  moft  curious 
thing  I  faw  in  the  Villages,  was  ten  or  twelve  tame 
Beavers,  that  went  and  came  like  Dogs  from  the 
Rivers  to  the  Cottages,  without  ftragling  out  of  the 
Road.     I  ask'd  the  Savages  if  thefe  Animals  could 
live  out  of  the  Water;    and  receiv'd  this  Anfwer, 
that  they  could  live  afhoar  as  well  as  Dogs,   and 
that  they  had  kept  fome  of  em  above  a  Year,  with- 
out fuffering  them  to  go  near  the  Rivers :  From 
whence  I  conclude,  that  the  Cafuifis  are  out  in  not 
ranging  Ducks,  Geefe,  and  Teals,  in  the  number 
of  Amphibious  Animals,  as  the  Naturalifts  are  wont 
to  do.     1  had  heard  the  fame  Story  from  feveral 
Americans  before ;  but  being  apprehenfive  that  there 
were  different  Species  of  Beavers,   I  had  a  Mind  to 
be  better  informM:  And  indeed  there  is  a  particular 
kind  of  'em,  which  the  Savages  call  the  ^errsftrial^ 
or  Land-Beaver ;  but  at  the  fame  time  they  tell 
you,  thele  are  of  a  different  Species  from  the  Am- 
phibious Sort ;  for  they  make  Holes  or  Dens  in  the 
Earth,  like  Rabbets  or  Foxes,  and  never  go  near 
the  Water,  unlefs  it  bet  o  drink.     They  are  Jikewhe 
call'd  by  the  Savages,  the  lazy  or  idle  kind,  as  be- 
ing expell'd  by  the  other  Beavers  from  the  Kennels 
in  which  thefe  Animals  are  lodg'd,  to  the  Number 
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of  80.  Thefe Kennels  I  mean  to  defcribe  afterwards; 
in  the  mean  time  I  only  take  occafion  to  acquaint 
you,  that  the  idle  fort  being  unwilling  to  work, 
are  expell'd  by  the  others,  juft  as  Wafps  are  by 
Bees ;  and  are  fo  teas'd  by  'em,  that  they  are  forc'd 
to  quit  the  Kennels,  which  the  better  and  more  in- 
duftrious  Race  huddles  up  to  themfelves  in  the  Fens. 
This  fupine  Beaver  refembles  the  other  fort  in  its 
Figure,  excepting  that  the  Hair  is  rub'd  off  the 
Back  and  the  Belly,  which  is  occafion 'd  by  their  rub- 
bing againft  the  Earth  when  they  return  to,  or  ftir 
out  from  their  Holes. 

The  Writers  of  Natural  Hiftory  are  very  much 
out,  in  fancying  that  the  Beavers  cut  off  their  own 
Tefticles,  when  purfued  by  the  Huntfmen ;  for  that 
which  the  Phyficians  call  Cafioreum,  is  not  lodg'd  in 
the  Tefticles,  but  in  a  certain  Bag  that  Nature 
feems  to  have  form'd  on  purpofe  for  thefe  Animals, 
and  this  Bag  they  make  ufe  of  to  clear  their  Teeth, 
after  the  biting  of  fbme  gummy  Shrub.  But  fup- 
pofing  the  Tefticles  to  be  the  proper  Receptacle  of 
the  Caftor,  we  muft  (till  conceive  that  'tis  impoflible 
for  a  Beaver  to  pull  out  his  Tefticles,  without  rending 
the  Nerves  of  the  Groin,  in  which  they  are  feated 
juft  by  the  Sharebone.  'Tis  manifeft  that  Elian  and 
feveral  other  Naturalifts,  were  fcarce  acquainted 
with  Beaver-hunting  j  for  had  they  known  any  thing 
of  the  Matter,  they  would  never  have  talk'd  of  the 
purfuing  of  thefe  Animals,  which  never  go  from 
the  Side  of  the  Pond  where  their  Kennels  are  built  5 
and  which  dive  under  Water  upon  the  leaft  Noifes 
and  return  to  their  Dens  when  the  Danger  is  over, 
If  thefe  Creatures  were  but  ienfible  of  the  reafbn 
for  which  War  is  declar'd  againft  'em,  they  would 
flea  themfelves  alive ;  for  'tis  their  Skin  only  that 
the  Huntfmen  want,  the  Value  of  the  Caftor  being 
nothing  in  companion  with  that.  A  great  Beaver 
4$  twenty -fix  Inches  long,   from  the  hind-Head,  to 
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^e  Root  of  the  Tail.  'Tis  about  three  Foot  and 
eight  Inches  round,  its  Head  is  feven  Inches  long, 
and  fix  broad ;  its  Tail  is  fourteen  Inches  long,  and 
fix  broad,  and  about  the  Middle  it  has  the  Thicknefs 
of  an  Inch  and  two  Lines.  The  Figure  of  the  Tail 
is  Oval  i  the  Scale  with  which  'tis  cover 'd,  and  which 
performs  the  Office  of  what  the  Phyficians  call  the 
Epidermis  or  Scarf-skin,  is  an  irregular  Hexagon. 
The  Beaver  carries  upon  its  Tail  the  Clay,  the  Earth 
and  other  Materials  of  which  they  make  their  Banks 
and  Kennels,  or  Hutcs,  by  a  wonderful  Inftincl:. 
Its  Ears  are  fhort,  round  and  hollow ;  its  Legs  are 
five  Inches  long,  its  Feet  fix  Inches  and  eight  Lines, 
and  its  Paws  are  three  Inches  and  a  half  from  the 
Heel  to  the  end  of  the  great  Toe.  Its  Paws  are 
form'd  much  like  a  Man's  Hand,  and  they  make 
life  of 'em  in  feeding,  a§  Apes  do.  The  five  Toes 
are  join'd  like  thole  of  a  Duck,  with  a  Membrane 
of  a  Slate  colour.  Its  Eyes  are  of  the  letter  Size,  in 
Proportion  to  the  Bulk  of  its  Body,  and  bear  the 
Figure  of  a  Rat's  Eyes.  Before  its  Muzzle  there 
are  four  Fore-Teeth  or  Cutters,  viz.  two  in  each 
Jaw,  as  in  a  Rabbet,  befides  which  it  has  fixteen 
Grinders,  that  is,  eight  in  the  upper,  and  as  many 
in  the  lower  Mandible.  The  Cutters  are  above  an 
Inch  long,  and  a  quarter  of  an  Inch  broad,  being 
very  ftrong  and  fliarp  like  a  Cutlas;  for  a  Beaver 
aflilted  by  its  AfTociat.es,  (if  I  may  fo  call  its  Fellow- 
Beavers)  cuts  down  Trees  as  big  as  a  Hogfhead  j 
which  I  could  never  have  believ'd,  if  I  had  notob- 
ferv'd  with  my  own  Eyes,  above  twenty  Trunks  of 
Trees  cut  down  in  that  fafhion.  A  Beaver  has  two 
Lays  of  Hair;  one  is  long,  and  of  a  fhining  black 
Colour,  with  a  Grain  as  big  as  that  of  Man's  Hair ; 
the  other  is  fine  and  fmooth,  and  in.  Winter  fifteen 
Lints  long:  In  a  word,  the  laft  is  the  fineft  Down  in 
the  World.  The  Skin  of  fuch  a  Beaver  as.  I  have 
now  defcrib'd,   will  be  two  Pound  weight,  but  the 
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Price  varies  according  to  the  Goodnefs.  In  Winter 
and  Autumn  the  Flefh  of  a  Beaver  eats  very  well, 
if  it  be  roafted.  Thus,  Sir,  I  have  prefented  you 
-with  an  exact  Defcription  of  thefe  reputed  Amphi- 
bious Animals  which  make  fuch  Structures,  that  all 
the  Art  of  Man  can  fcarce  equal.  Upon  another 
occafion  perhaps  I  may  give  you  a  circumftantial 
Account  of  their  wonderful  Stru6lure,  which  I  de- 
cline at  prefent,  becaufe  the  Digreffion  would  be 
too  tedious. 

To  return  to  my  Voyage.  After  our  Arrival  in 
the  Bay  of  Ponteouatamis,  we  bid  adieu  to  the  Na- 
vigation upon  the  Lakes  of  Canada ;  and  fetting  out 
Sept.  30,  arriv'd  Qttob.  2  at  the  Foot  of  the  Fall  of 
Kakalin,  after  {lemming  fome  little  Currents  in  the 
River  of  Plants.  The  next  Day  we  accomplifh'd 
the  fmall  Land-carriage,  and  on  the  5th  arriv'd  be- 
fore the  Village  of  Kikapous,  in  the  Neighbourhood 
of  which  I  incamp'd  the  next  Day,  in  order  to  re- 
ceive Intelligence.  That  Village  (lands  upon  the 
Brink  of  a  little  Lake,  in  which  the  Savages  fifh 
great  Quantities  of  Pikes  and  Gudgeons.  I  found 
only  thirty  or  forty  Men  fit  for  War  in  the  Place, 
for  the  reft  were  gone  a  Beaver-hunting  fome  Days 
before.  The  -jtb  I  reimbarqu'd,  and  rowing  hard, 
made  in  the  Evening  the  little  Lake  of  Malominis, 
where  we  kiil'd  Bucks  and  Buftards  enough  for  Sup- 
per. We  went  alhbar  that  Night,  and  built  Hutts 
for  our  felves  upon  a  Point  of  Land  that  moots  out ; 
by  Break  of  Day  I  went  in  a  Canow  to  the  Village, 
and  after  an  Hour's  Conference  with  fome  of  the  Sa- 
vages prefented 'em  with  two  Rolls  of  Tobacco,  and 
they,  by  way  of  Acknowledgement,  made  me  a  Fre- 
fent  of  two  or  three  Sacks  of  Oatmeal :  For  the  Sides 
of  the  Lake  are  cover'd  with  a  fort  of  Oats,  which 
grows  in  Tufts,  with  a  tall  Stalk,  and  of  which  the 
Savages  reap  plentiful  Crops.  The  gtb  I  arriv'd  at 
the  Foot  of  Outagamis  Fort,  were  I  found  but  few 

People ; 


Iio  Some  New  Voyages 

People ;  however,  they  gave  me  a  very  kind  Re- 
ception, for  after  dancing  the  Calumet  before  the 
Door  of  my  Hutt,  they  made  me  a  Prefent  of  Veni* 
lbn  and  Fifh.  Next  Day  they  convey'd  me  up  the 
River,  to  the  Place  where  their  Folks  were  hunt- 
ing the  Beavers.  The  nth  we  imbarqu'd,  and  land- 
ed the  i$ib  upon  the  Shoar  of  a  little  Lake,  where 
the  Head  of  that  Nation  refided.  After  we  had 
rear'd  up  our  Hutts,  that  General  gave  me  a  Vifit, 
and  inquir'd  which  way  I  intended  to  move.  I 
made  Anfwer,  that  I  was  fo  far  from  defigning  to 
march  toward  the  NadoueJJious  his  Enemies,  that  I 
fhould  not  come  near  'em  by  ioo  Leagues ;  and  to 
confirm  the  Innocence  of  my  Intentions,  I  pray'd 
him  to  lend  fix  Warriors  to  accompany  me  to  the 
long  River,  which  I  defignM  to  trace  up  to  its  Source* 
He  reply 'd,  that  he  was  extream  glad  to  find  that  I 
carry'd  neither  Arms  nor  Cloaths  to  the  Nadouefflous  ; 
that  he  faw  I  had  not  the  Equipage  of  a  Coureur  de 
Bois9  but  that  on  the  contrary,  I  had  fome  Difcove- 
ry  in  my  View.  At  the  fame  time  he  caution'd  me 
not  to  venture  too  far  up  that  Noble  River,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  Multitudes  of  People  that  I  would  find 
there,  though  they  have  no  Stomach  for  War:  He 
meant,  that  fbme  numerous  Party  might  furprize 
me  in  the  Night-time.  In  the  mean  time,  inftead 
of  the  fix  Warriors  that  I  defir'd,  he  gave  me  ten, 
who  underftood  the  Lingua,  and  knew  the  Country 
of  the  Eokoros,  with  whom  his  Nation  had  main- 
tain'd  a  Peace  of  twenty  Years  Handing.  I  ftay'd 
two  Days  with  this  General,  during  which  time  he 
regal'd  me  nobly,  and  walk'd  about  with  me  to  give 
me  the  Satisfaction  of  obferving  the  Difpofure  of  the 
Cottages  of  the  Beaver-hunters ;  a  Defcription  of 
which,  you  may  expect  in  another  Place ;  I  prefent- 
ed  him  with  a  Fufee,  twelve  Flint-ftones,  two  Pound 
of  Powder,  four  Pound  of  Ball,  and  a  little  Axe, 
and  I  save  each  of  his  two  Sons  a  great  Coat,  and 
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Roll  of  Brafil  Tobacco.  Two  of  the  ten  Warriors 
that  he  gave  me,  could  fpeak  the  Language  of  the 
Outaouas,  which  I  was  well  pleas'd  with;  not  that  I 
was  a  Stranger  to  their  own  Language,  for  between 
that  and  the  Algonkin  there  is  great  Difference,  but 
in  regard  that  there  were  feveral  Words  that  puzled 
me.  My  four  Outaouas  were  tranfported  with  this 
little  Reinforcement,  and  were  then  fo  incouraged, 
that  they  told  me  above  four  times,  that  we  might 
venture  fafely  fo  far  as  the  Plantation  of  the  Sun. 
I  embarqued  with  this  fmall  Guard  the  16th  about 
Noon,  and  arriv'd  that  Night  at  the  Land  Carriage 
of  Ouifconfinc^  which  we  finifh'd  in  two  Days,  that 
is,  we  left  the  River  of  Puants,  and  tranfported  our 
Canows  and  Baggage  to  the  River  Ouifconfitic9 
which  is  not  above  three  quarters  of  a  League  dis- 
tant, or  thereabouts.  I  mall  fay  nothing  of  the  Ri- 
ver we  left,  but  that  'twas  muddy,  full  of  Shelves, 
and  inclofed  with  a  fteep  Coaft,  Marines,  and 
frightful  Rocks. 

The  igtb  we  embarqu'd  upon  the  River  Oulfcon- 
JtnCy  and  being  favour 'd  by  a  flack  Current,  arriv'd 
in  four  Days  at  the  Place  where  it  empties  it  {elf 
into  the  River  Miffifipi;  which  is  about  half  a 
League  broad  in  that  part.  The  Force  of  the  Cur- 
rent, and  the  Breadth  of  that  River,  is  much  the 
fame  as  that  of  the  Loire.  It  lies  North-Eaft,  and 
South- Weft ;  and  its  Sides  are  adorn'd  with  Meadows, 
lofty  Trees  and  Firs.  I  obierv'd  but  two  Iflands  up- 
on it,  though  there  may  be  more,  which  the  Dark- 
nefs  of  the  Night  hid  from  us  as  we  came  down. 
The  23d  we  landed  upon  an  Ifland  in  the  River 
Mi£ifipi9  over  againft  the  River  I  fpoke  of  but  now, 
and  were  in  hopes  to  find  fome  wild  Goats  there, 
but  had  the  111- fortune  to  find  none.  The  Day  af- 
ter we  croft  to  t'other  Side  of  the  River,  founding  it 
every  where,  as  we  had  done  the  Day  before,  and 
found  nine  Foot  Water  in  the  fhalloweft  Place.  The 
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±d  of  November  we  made  the  Mouth  of  the  Long 
River,  having  firft  ftem'd  leveral  rapid  Currents  of 
that  River,  though  'twas  then  at  loweft  Ebb.  In 
this  little  Paflfage  we  kill'd  feVeral  wild  Beeves  which 
we  broil'd,  and  catch'd  feveral  large  Dabs.  On  the 
$d  we  enter'd  the  Mouth  of  the  Long  River,  which 
looks  like  a  Lake  full  of  Bull-rufhes;  we  found  irt 
the  middle  of  it  a  narrow  Channel,  upon  which  we 
fteer'd  till  Night,  and  then  lay  by  to  fleep  in  our 
Canows.  In  the  Morning  I  enquir'd  of  my  ten 
Outagamis,  if  we  had  far  to  fail  before  we  were 
clear  of  the  Rulhes,  and  receiv'd  this  Anfwer,  that 
they  had  never  been  in  the  Mouth  of  that  River 
before,  though  at  the  fame  time  they  aflfur'd  me, 
that  about  twenty  Leagues  higher,  the  Banks  of  it 
were  clad  with  Woods  and  Meadows.  But  after  all 
we  did  not  fail  fo  far,  for  about  ten  a  Clock  next 
Morning  the  River  came  pretty  narrow i  and  the 
Shoar  \^as  cover'd  with  lofty  Trees ;  and  after  con- 
tinuing our  Courfe  the  reft  of  that  Day,  we  had  a 
Profped:  of  Meadows  now  and  then.  That  fame 
Night  we  landed  at  a  Point  of  Land,  with  a  Defign 
to  drefs  our  broil'd  Meat,  for  at  that  time  we  had 
none  frefh.  The  next  Day  we  ftop'd  at  the  firft 
Illand  we  faw,  in  which  we  found  neither  Man  nor 
Beaft;  and  the  Evening  drawing  iiear,  I  was  un- 
willing to  venture  far  into  it,  fo  we  e'en  contented 
our  ielves  with  the  catching  of  fome  fbrry  Fifh. 
The  6th  a  gentle  Gale  fprung  up,  which  wafted  us 
to  another  Ifland  about  is  Leagues  higher,  where 
we  landed.  Our  PafTage  to  this  Place  was  very 
quick,  notwithftanding  the  great  Calm  that  always 
prevails  upon  the  River,  which  I  take  to  be  the  leaft 
rapid  River  in  the  World.  But  the  Quicknefs  of 
the  PafTage  was  not  the  only  Surprifal,  for  I  was 
amaz'd  that  1  law  no  Harts,  nor  Bucks,  nor  Tur- 
keys, having  met  with  'em  all  along  in  the  other  Parts 
of  my  Difcovery.     The  *jtb  the  fame  Wind  drove  us 
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to  a  third  Ifland,  that  lay  ten  or  twelve  Leagues 
off  the  former,  which  we  quitted  in  the  Morning; 
In  this  third  Ifland  our  Savages  kill'd  thirty  or  forty 
Pheafants  which  I  was  not  ill  pleas sd  with. 

The  Stb  the  Wind  proving  unferviceable  to  us, 
by  reafbn  that  'twas  intercepted  by  Hills  cover'd 
with  Firs,  we  ply'd  our  Oars ;  and  about  two  in  the 
Afternoon,  defcry'd  on  the  left  Hand  large  Mea- 
dows, and  lbme  Huts  at  the  diftance  of  a  Quarter 
of  a  League  from  the  River.  Upon  this  Difcovery, 
our  Savages  and  ten  of  the  Soldiers  jump'd  upon  the 
Shoar,  and  directed  their  Courfe  to  the  Houfes, 
where  they  found  fifty  or  fixty  Huntfmen  prepar'd  to 
receive  'em,  with  their  Bows  and  Arrows.  As  foon 
as  the  Huntfmen  heard  the  Voice  of  the  Outagamis, 
they  threw  down  their  Arms,  and  presented  the 
Company  with  fome  Deer  that  they  had  juft  kill'd, 
which  they  likewife  help'd  to  carry  to  my  Canows. 
The  Benefactors  were  fome  of  the  Eokoros,  who  had 
left  their  Villages,  and  come  thither  to  hunt.  I  pre* 
fented  'em,  more  out  of  Policy,  than  Acknowledg- 
ment, with  Tobacco,  Knives  and  Needles,  which 
they  could  not  but  admire.  Upon  this,  they  re= 
pair'd  with  Expedition  to  their  Villages,  and  gave 
their  Aflbciates  to  underftand,  what  a  good  fort  of 
People  they  had  met  with ;  which  had  fo  much  In- 
fluence, that  the  next  Day  towards  the  Evening, 
there  appear'd  upon  the  River-fide  above  two  thou- 
fand  Savages,  who  fell  a  dancing  as  foon  as  they 
defcry'd  us.  Thereupon,  our  Outagamis  went  afhoar* 
and  after  a  fhort  Conference,  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal Savages,  imbarqu'd  on  board  of  our  Canows, 
and  fo  we  all  fteer'd  to  the  chief  Village,  which  we 
did  not  reach  till  Midnight.  I  order'd  our  Huts 
to  be  made  up  on  a  Point  of  Land  near  a  little'Ri- 
ver,  at  the  Diftance  of  a  quarter  of  a  League  from 
the  Village.  Though  the  Savages  prefs'd  me  ex- 
treamly  to  lodge  in  one  of  their  Villages,  yet  none 
I  went 


1 1 4  Some  New  Voyages 

went  with  'em  but  the  Outagamis,  and  the  four  Ou* 
tdouas^  who  at  the  fame  time  caution'd  the  Savages 
not  to  approach  to  our  Camp  in  the  Night-time. 
Next  Day  I  allow'd  my  Soldiers  to  refrefh  and  reft 
themlelvesj  and  went  my  felf  to  vifit  the  Grandees 
of  this  Nation,  to  whom  I  gave  Prefentsof  Knives, 
Sciffars,  Needles,  and  Tobacco.  They  gave  me  to 
underftand,  that  they  were  infinitely  well  pleas'd 
with  our  Arrival  in  their  Country,  for  that  they 
had  heard  the  Savages  of  other  Nations  fpeak  very 
honourably  of  the  French.  I  took  leave  of  'em  on 
the  12^,  and  let  out  with  a  Convoy  of  five  or  fix 
hundred  Savages,  who  march'd  upon  the  Shoar, 
keeping  pace  with  our  Canows.  We  pafsM  by  ano- 
ther Village  that  lay  to  the  right  Hand,  and  flop'd 
at  a  third  Village  that  was  five  Leagues  diftant  from 
the  firft,  but  did  not  difimbarque :  For  all  that  I 
defign'd,  was  to  make  a  Prefent  to  the  leading  Men 
of  the  Village,  from  whom  I  receiv'd  more  Indian 
Corn,  and  broil'd  or  dry'd  Meat,  than  I  had  occafion 
for.  In  fine,  I  pafs'd  from  Village  to  Village  without 
Hopping,  unlefs  it  were  to  incamp  all  Night,  or  to 
prefent  the  Savages  with  fome  Trinkets ;  and  fo 
fteer'd  on  to  the  laft  Village,  with  a  Defign  to  get 
fome  Intelligence,  As  foon  as  we  arriv'd  at  the  End 
of  this  Village,  the  great  Governor,  who  indeed 
was  a  venerable  old  Gentleman,  lent  out  Hunters 
to  bring  us  good  Cheer.  He  inform'd  me,  that  fixty 
Leagues  higher  1  mould  meet  with  the  Nation  of 
the  EJfanapes,  who  wag'd  War  with  him ;  that  if 
it  had  not  been  for  their  being  at  War,  he  would 
have  given  me  a  Convoy  to  their  Country ;  that, 
however  he  meant  to  give  up  to  me  fix  Slaves  of 
that  Country,  which  I  might  carry  home,  and  make 
ufe  of  as  I  faw  Occafion  $  and  that  in  failing  up  the 
River,  I  had  nothing  to  fear,  but  the  being  furpriz'd 
in  the  Night-time.  In  fine,  after  he  had  inftru&ed 
me  in  fevcral  very  ufeful  Circumftances,  I  immedi- 
ately 
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ately  made  every  thing  ready  for  my  Departure. 
The  Commanders  of  this  People  acquainted  me 
that  they  had  twelve  Villages  Peopled  by  20,000 
Warriors ;  that  their  Number  was  much  greater  be- 
fore the  War,  which  they  wag'd  at  one  time  with 
the  Nadonejjis,  the  Panimoha^  and  the  Effanapes.  The 
People  are  very  civil,  and  fo  far  from  a  wild  Savage 
temper,  that  they  have  anAir  of  Humanity  and 
Sweetnefs.  Their  Huts  are  long,  and  round  at  the 
Top,  not  unlike  thofe  of  our  Savages  -,  but  they  are 
made  of  Reeds  and  Bulrufhes,  interlac'd  and  ce- 
mented with  a  fort  of  fat  Earth.  Both  the  Men  and 
Women  go  naked  all  over,  excepting  their  Privities. 
The  Women  are  not  fo  handfome,  as  thofe  who  live 
upon  the  Lakes  of  Canada.  There  feems  to  be 
fomething  of  Government  and  Subordination  among 
this  People ;  and  they  have  their  Houfes  fortified 
with  the  Branches  of  Trees,  and  Fafcines  ftrength- 
ened  with  fat  Earth. 

The  2.1ft  we  imbarqu'dat  the  Break  of  Day,  and 
landed  that  Night  in  an  Ifland  cover'd  with  Stones 
and  Gravel,  having  pafs'd  by  another  at  which  I 
would  not  put  in,  becaufe  I  would  not  flight  the 
Opportunity  of  the  Wind,which  then  flood  very  fair. 
Next  Day  the  Wind  ftanding  equally  fair,  we  fet 
out  and  continued  our  Courfeall  that  Day,  and  the 
following  Night ;  for  the  fix  Ejfanapes  inform'd  us, 
that  the  River  was  clean,  and  free  from  Rocks  and 
Beds  of  Sand.  The  23d  we  landed  early  in  the 
Morning  on  the  right  Side  of  the  River,  in  order 
to  careen  one  of  our  Boats  that  fprung  a  Leak. 
While  that  was  doing,  we  dreft  fome  Venifon  that 
had  been  prefented  me  by  the  Commander  of  the 
laft  Village  of  the  Eokoros  ;  and  the  adjacent  Coun- 
try being  replenifh'd  with  Woods,  the  Savages  of 
our  Company  went  a  Shooting  in  the  Forefts;  but 
they  faw  nothing  but  fmall  Fowls,  that  they  did  not 
think  fit  to  moot  at.  As  foon  as  we  reimbarqu'd, 
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the  Wind  fell  all  of  a  fudden,  and  fo  we  were  forc'd 
to  ply  the  Oars  ;  but  mod  of  the  Crew  having  flept 
but  little  the  Night  before,  they  row'd  but  very 
faintly,  which  oblig'd  me  to  put  in  at  a  great  Ifland 
two  Leagues  higher  ;  the  fix  EJfanapes  Slaves  hav- 
ing inform'd  me,  that  this  Ifland  afforded  great 
plenty  of  Hares,  which  I  found  to  be  true.  Thefe 
Animals  had  a  lucky  Inftinct  in  taking  fhelter  in 
this  Ifland,  for  there  the  Woods  are  fo  thick,  that 
we  were  forc'd  to  fet  fire  to  feveral  Places,  before 
we  could  diflodge  'em. 

Having  made  an  end  of  our  Game,  my  Soldiers 
fed  heartily,  and  thereupon  fell  fo  found  afleep  that 
I  could  fcarce  get  sem  wak'd  upon  a  falfe  Alarm, 
occafion'd  by  a  Herd  of  Wolves  that  made  a  noife 
among  the  Thickets  upon  the  Continent.  We  re- 
imbarqu'd  next  Day  at  ten  a  Clock  in  the  Morning, 
and  did  not  run  above  twelve  Leagues  in  two  Days, 
by  reafon  that  the  Savages  of  our  Company  would 
needs  walk  along  the  River  fide  with  their  Guns,  to 
ihoot  Gee{e  and  Ducks ;  in  which  they  had  very 
good  Succefs.  After  that  we  incamp'd  juft  by  the 
Mouth  of  a  little  River  on  the  right  Hand,  and  the 
Effanapev  Slaves  gave  me  notice,  that  the  firft  of 
their  Villages  was  not  above  fixteen  or  eighteen 
Leagues  off.  Upon  this  Information,  I  fent,  by  the 
Advice  of  the  Savages  of  our  Company,  two  of  the 
Slaves  to  give  notice  of  our  Arrival.  The  26th  we 
row'd  briskly,  in  hopes  to  reach  the  firft  Village 
that  Day ;  but  being  retarded  by  the  huge  Quanti- 
ties of  floating  Wood,  that  we  met  in  feveral  Places, 
we  were  forc'd  to  continue  all  Night  in  ourCanows. 
The  2.7th  about  ten  or  eleven  a  Clock  we  approach- 
ed to  the  Village,  and  after  putting  up  the  great 
Calumet  of  Peace  upon  the  Prow  of  our  Canows, 
lay  upon  our  Oars. 

Upon  our  firfl  Appearance,  three  or  four  hundred 
EJfanapes  came  running  to  the  Shoar,  and,  after 
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dancing  juft  over  againft  us,  invited  us  afhoar.  As 
foon  as  we  came  near  the  Shoar,  they  began  to  jump 
into  ourCanows;  but  I  gave  'em  to  know  by  the 
four  Ejfanapes  Slaves,  that  I  defir'd  they  mould  re- 
tire, which  they  did  immediately.     Then  I  landed, 
being  accompany'd  with  the  Savages  of  our  Com- 
pany, namely,  the  Outagamis^  and  the  Outaouas^  and 
with  twenty  Soldiers.     At  the  fame  time  I  gave  Or- 
ders   to  my  Serjeants,    to  land  and  poft  Centries. 
As  we  ftood  upon  the  Shoar,  all  the  Ejfanapes  proftra- 
ted  themfelves  three  or  four  times  before  us,  with 
their  Hands  upon  their  Foreheads ;    after  which  we 
were  convoy 'd  to  the  Village  with  fuch  Acclama- 
tions of  Joy,  as  perfectly  ftun'd  us.  Upon  our  Arri- 
val at  the  Gate,  our  Conductors  ftopp'd  us,  till  the 
Governor,  a  Man  of  fifty  years  of  Age,  march'd  out 
with  five  or  fix  hundred  Men  arm'd  with  Bows  and 
Arrows.     The  Outagamis  of  my  Company  perceiv- 
ing  this,  charg'd  'em  with  Infolence  in  receiving 
Strangers  with  their  Arms  about  'em,    and  call'd 
out  in  the  Eokoros  Language,  that  they  ought  to  lay 
down  their  Arms.     But  the  Ejfanapes  Slaves  that  I 
had  fent  in  the  Day  before,   came  up  to  me,  and 
gave  me  to  underftand,  that  'twas  their  Cuftom  to 
ftand  to  their  Arms  on  fuch  Occafions,    and  that 
there  was  no  Danger  in  the  Cafe.    However,  the  ob» 
ftinate  Outagamis  oblig'd  us  to  retire  immediately 
to  our  Canows :    Upon  which  the  leading  Officer, 
and  the  whole  Battalion,  flung  their  Bows  and  Ar- 
rows afide  all  on  a  fudden.     Then  I  return'd,  and 
our  whole  Company  enter'd  the  Village  with  their 
Fulees  in  their  Hands,  which  the  Savages  admir'd 
mightily.     The  Leader  of  the  Savages  conducted  us 
to  a  great  Hut,  which  look'd  as  if  no  body  had 
liv'd  in  it  before.     When  I  and  my  twenty  Soldiers 
had  enter'd  the  Place,  they  ftopp'd  the  Outagamis, 
affirming,'  that  they  did  not  deferve  the  Privilege 
of  entring  within  the  Cottage  of  Peace,  fince  they 
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hid  endeavour'd  to  create  a  Difference, and  occafion 
a  War  between  us  and  the  EJfanapes.     In  the  mean 
time  I  order'd  my  Men  to  open  the  Door,  and  to 
call  out  to  the  Outagamis,  that  they  fhould  offer  no 
manner  of  Injury  :  But  the  Outagamis  in  ftead  of 
coming  in,  prefs'd  me  to  return  with  all  Expedition 
to  the  Canows,  which  accordingly  I  did  without  Lois 
of  Time,  and  carryed  with  me  the  four  Effanapes 
Slaves,  in  order  to  leave  'em  at  the  firft  Village  we 
came  to.     We  had  no  (boner  imbarqued,  than  the 
two  other  Slaves  came  to  acquaint  me  that  the  Go- 
vernor would  ftop  me  in  his  River  ;  but  the  Outa- 
gamis  made  Anfwer,    that   he  could  not  do  that 
without  throwing  a  Mountain  into  it.     In  fine,  we 
did  not  ftand  to  difpute  the  Matter ;  and  tho5  'twas 
then  late,  we  row'd  ftraight  to  the  next  Village, 
which  lay  about  three  Leagues  off".      During  the 
time  of  this  PafTage,  I  us'd  the  Precaution  of  taking 
from  my  fix  Slaves  an  exact  Information  of  the  Con- 
futation of  their  Country,  and  particularly  of  the 
principal  Village.     They  having  afTur'd  me,   that 
the  Capital  Canton  was  feated  upon  a  fort  of  a  Lake, 
I  took  up  a  Refolution  of  not  flopping  at  the  other 
Villages,  where  I  mould  only  lofe  time,  and  lavifh 
my  Tobacco,  and  fteerfng  directly  to  the  Metropo- 
litan, in  order  to  complain  to  their  Generalifiimo. 

We  arriv'd  at  the  Capital  Canton  on  the  $d  of 
November,  and  there  met  with  a  very  honourable 
Reception.  The  Outagamis  of  our  Company  com- 
plain'd  of  the  Affront  they  had  receiv'd  ;  but  the 
Head  General  being  already  inform'd  of  the  Matter, 
made  anfwer,  that  they  ought  to  have  carried  off 
the  Governor  or  Leading  Officer,  and  brought  him 
along  with  them.  In  paffing  from  the  firft  Village 
to  this,  we  run  fifty  Leagues,  and  were  follow'd  by 
a  Froceflion  of  People,  that  were  much  more  foci- 
able  than  the  Governor  that  offer'd  us  that  Affront. 
After  our  Men  had  fitted  up  our  Hnts  at  the  dif-? 
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tance  of  a  Cannon-fhot  from  the  Village ;  we  went 
in  a  joynt  Body  with  the  Outagamis  and  the  Oitta- 
ouas,  to  the  Cacick  of  that  Nation  j  and  in  the  mean 
time  the  Effanapes  Slaves  were  brought  before  him 
by  ten  of  my  Soldiers.  1  was  actually  in  the  Pre- 
fence  of  this  petty  King,  when  thefe  Slaves  fpent 
half  an  hour  in  proftrating  themfelves  feveral  times 
before  him.  I  made  him  a  Prefent  of  Tobacco, 
Knrves,  Needles,  Sciifars,  two  Firelocks  with  Flints, 
fbme  Hooks,  and  a  very  pretty  Cutlas.  He  was 
better  fatisfied  with  thefe  trifling  things,  which  he 
had  never  feen  before,  than  I  could  have  been  with 
a  plentiful  Fortune.  He  teftified  his  Acknowledg- 
ment of  the  Gift,  by  a  Counter-prefent  that  was 
more  folid,  though  not  much  more  valuable,  as 
confiding  of  Peafe,  Beans,  Harts,  Roe-bucks,  Geefe 
and  Ducks,  of  which  he  fent  great  plenty  to  our 
Camp  :  And  indeed,  we  were  extreamly  well  fatis- 
fied with  fuch  a  feafonable  Prefent.  He  gave  me 
to  know,  That,  fince  I  defign'd  to  vifit  the  Gnacfi- 
tares,  he  would  give  me  a  Convoy  of  two  or  three 
hundred  Men :  That  the  Gnacfitares  were  a  very 
honeft  fort  of  People  -3  and  that  both  they  and  his 
People  were  link'd  by  a  common  Intereft  in  guard- 
ing off  the  Mozeemlek)  which  were  a  turbulent  and 
warlike  Nation.  He  added,  that  the  Nation  laft 
mention'd  were  very  numerous ;  that  they  never 
took  the  Field  without  twenty  thoufand  Men  at  leaft : 
That  to  reprefs  the  Incurfions  and  Infults  of  that 
dangerous  Enemy,  the  Gnacfitares  and  his  Nation  had 
maintain'd  a  Confederacy  for  fix  and  twenty  Years ; 
and  that  his  A!lies  (the  Gnacfitares}  were  fore'd  to 
take  up  their  Habitation  in  Wands,  where  the  Ene- 
my cannot  reach  'em.  I  was  glad  to  accept  of  his 
Convoy,  and  return'd  him  many  thanks.  I  ask'd 
four  Pirogues  of  him,  which  he  granted  very  frank- 
ly, allowing  me  to  pick  and  chufe  that  Number  out 
of  fifty.  Having  thus  concerted  my  Meafures,  I 
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was  refolv'd  to  lofe  no  time ;  and  with  that  view 
order'd  my  Carpenters  to  plane  the  Pirogues ;  by 
which  they  were  thinner  and  lighter  by  one  half. 
The  poor  innocent  People  of  this  Country,  could  not 
conceive  how  we  work'd  with  an  Axe  j  every  ftroke 
we  gave  they  cry'd  out,  as  if  they  had  feen  lome 
new  Prodigy  ;  nay,  the  firing  of  Piftols  could  not 
divert  'em  from  that  Amazement,  though  they  were 
equally  Strangers  both  to  the  Piftol  and  the  Axe. 
As  loan  as  my  Pirogues  were  got  ready,  I  left  my 
Canows  with  the  Governor  or  Prince,  and  beg'd 
of  him  that  they  might  remain  untouched  by  any 
body  ;  in  which  Point  he  was  very  faithful  to  me. 

I  cannot  but  acquaint  you  in  this  Place,  that  the 
higher  I  went  up  the  River,  I  met  with  more  Dis- 
cretion from  the  Savages.  But  in  the  mean  time  I 
muft  not  take  leave  of  the  laft  Village,  without  giv- 
ing fome  Account  of  it.  5Tis  bigger  than  all  the 
reft,  and  is  the  Refidence  of  the  Great  Commander 
or  General iffimo,  whofe  Apartment  is  built  by  it 
felf  towards  the  Side  of  the  Lake,  and  furrounded 
with  fifty  other  Apartments,  in  which  all  his  Rela- 
tions are  lodg'd.  When  he  walks,  his  way  is  ftrew'd 
with  the  Leaves  of  Trees :  But  commonly  he  is  car- 
ry'd  by  fix  Slaves.  His  Royal  Robes  are  of  the 
fame  Magnificence  with  thole  of  the  Commander  of 
the  Okoros ;  For  he  is  naked  all  over,  excepting  his 
lower  Parts,  which  are  cover'd  with  a  large  Scarf 
made  of  the  Barks  of  Trees.  The  large  Extent  of 
this  Village  might  juftly  intitle  it  to  the  Name  of  a 
City.  The  Houfes  are  built  almoft  like  Ovens,  but 
they  are  large  and  high;  and  moft  of 'em  are  of 
Reeds  cemented  with  fat  Earth.  The  Day  before 
I  left  this  Place,  as  I  was  walking  about,  I  faw  thirty 
or  forty  Women  running  at  full  fpeed  ;  and  being 
furpriz'd  with  the  Spectacle,  fpoke  to  the  Oatagamis 
to  order  my  four  Slaves  to  fee  what  the  Matter  was ; 
for  thefe  Slaves  were  my  only  Interpreters  in  this 
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unknown  Country.  Accordingly  they  brought  me 
word,  that  'twas  fome  new  married  Women,  who 
were  running  to  receive  the  Soul  of  an  Old  Fellow 
that  lay  a  dying.  From  thence  I  concluded,  that 
the  People  were  Pythagoreans ;  and  upon  that  Ap- 
prehenfion,  ask'd  'em  how  they  came  to  eat  Ani- 
mals, into  which  their  Souls  might  be  transfus'd  ; 
But  they  made  Anfwer,  that  the  Tranfmigration  of 
Souls  is  always  confin'd  to  the  refpe&ive  Species, 
Co  that  the  Soul  of  a  Man  cannot  enter  into  a  Fowl, 
as  that  of  a  Fowl  cannot  be  lodg'd  in  a  Quadruped, 
and  fo  on.  The  Okoros,  of  both  Sckcs,  are  fully 
as  handlbme  and  as  clever,  as  this  People. 

December  the  4^,  I  took  leave  of  this  Village,  ha- 
ving ten  Soldiers  on  board  of  my  Pirogue,  befides 
the  ten  Oumamis,  the  four  Outaouas^  and  the  four 
EJJanapes  Slaves,  that  I  have  mention'd  fo  often. 
Here  ended  the  Credit  and  Authority  of  the  Calumet 
of  Peace,  for  the  Gjiacjitares  are  not  acquainted  with 
that  Symbol  of  Concord.  The  firft  Day  we  had 
enough  to  do  to  run  fix  or  feven  Leagues,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  Bulrufhes  with  which  the  Lake  is  incum- 
ber'd.  The  two  following  Days  we  fail'd  twenty 
Leagues.  The  tfh  Day  a  Weft-North-Wefl:  Wind 
furpriz'd  us  with  fuch  a  boifterous  Violence,  that  we 
were  forc'd  to  put  afhoar,  and  lay  two  Days  upon 
a  fandy  Ground,  where  we  were  in  Danger  of  ftarv- 
ing  for  Hunger  and  Cold ;  for  the  Country  was  fo 
barren,  that  we  could  not  find  a  Chip  of  Wood 
wherewith  to  warm  our  felves,  or  to  drefs  our  Victu- 
als ;  and  as  far  as  our  Eye  could  reach,  there  was 
nothing  to  be  leen  but  Fens  cover 'd  with  Reeds 
and  Clay,  and  naked  Fields.  Having  indur'd  this 
Hardfhip  we  fet  out  again,  and  row'd  to  a  little 
Ifland,  upon  which  we  incamp'd,  but  found  nothing 
there  but  green  Fields ;  however,  to  make  fome 
Amends,  we  fiftTd  up  great  numbers  of  little  Trouts, 
upon  which  we  fed  very  heartily.    At  laft,  after 
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failing  fix  Days  more,  we  arriv'd  at  the  Point  or 
Lands-end  of  that  Ifland  which  you  fee  mark'd  in 
my  Map  with  a  Flower-de-luce.  'Twas  then  the 
19th  Day  of  December,  and  we  had  not  yet  felt  all 
the  rigorous  Hardfhips  of  the  Cold.  As  foon  as  I 
had  landed  and  fitted  up  my  Tents  or  Huts,  I  de- 
tach'd  my  EJfanapes  Slaves  to  the  firft  of  the  three 
Villages  that  lay  before  us  •  for  I  had  avoided  flop- 
ping at  fome  Villages  in  an  Ifland  upon  which  we 
coafted  in  the  Night-time.  The  Slaves  return'd  in 
a  great  Alarm,  occafion'd  by  the  unfavourable  An- 
fwer  they  receiv'd  from  the  Gnacfitares,  who  took  us 
for  Spaniards,  and  were  angry  with  them  for  con- 
dueling  us  to  their  Country.  I  fhall  not  be  minute 
in  every  Particular  that  happen'd,  for  fear  of  tiring 
your  Patience.  'Tis  fufficient  to  acquaint  you,  that 
upon  the  Report  of  my  Slaves  I  immediately  em- 
barqu'd,  and  polled  my  felf  in  another  Ifland  that 
lay  in  the  middle  between  the  great  Ifland  and  the 
Continent ;  but  I  did  not  fuffer  the  EJfanapes  to  be 
in  my  Camp.  In  the  mean  time  the  Gnac fit  ares  fent 
expeditious  Couriers  to  the  People  that  live  eighty 
Leagues  to  the  Southward  of  them,  to  defire  they 
would  fend  fome  of  their  Number  to  examine  usj 
for  that  People  were^fuppos'd  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  Spaniards  of  New  Mexico.  The  Length  of 
the  Journey  did  not  difcourage  'em,  for  they  came  as 
chearfully  as  if  it  had  been  upon  a  National  Con- 
cern; and  after  taking  a  View  of  our  Cloaths,  our 
Swords,  our  Fufees,  our  Air,  Complexion,  and 
manner  of  Speech,  were  forced  to  own  that  we  were 
not  true  Spaniards.  Thefe  Confiderations,  join'd 
to  the  Account  I  gave  'em  of  the  Reafons  upon  which 
I  undertook  the  Voyage,  of  the  War  we  were  ingag'd 
in  againft  Spain,  and  of  the  Country  to  the  Eaft  ward 
that  we  poflfefs'd  ;  thefe,  I  fay,  had  fo  much  Influ- 
ence, as  to  undeceive  'em.  Then  they  invited  me 
to  encamp  in  their  Ifland,  and  brought  me  a  fort  of 
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Grain  not  unlike  our  Lentils,  that  grows  plentifully 
in  that  Country.    I  thank'd  'em  for  their  Invitation, 
and  told  'em  that  I  would  not  be  oblig'd  to  diftruft 
them,  nor  give  them  any  occafion  to  diftruft  me. 
However,  I  crofs'd  with  my  Savages  and  ten  Sol- 
diers well  arm'd  ;  and  after  breaking  the  Ice  in  cer- 
tain Places  (for  it  had  freez'd  hard  for  ten  or  twelve 
Days)  I  landed  within  two  Leagues  of  one  of  their 
Villages,  to  which  I  walk'd  up  by  Land.     'Tis  need- 
Jefs  to  mention  the  Particulars  of  the  Ceremony  with 
which  I  was  receiv'd,  it  being  the  fame  with  what  I 
defcrib'd  upon  other  Occafions;    I  fhall  only  take 
occafion  to  acquaint  you,  that  my  Prefents  made  a 
wonderful   Impreffion  upon    the   Minds   of  thefe 
People,  whom  I  fhall  call  a  rafcally  Rabble,  tho'  at 
the  fame  time  they  are  the  politeft  Nation  I  have 
yet  feen  in  this  Country.     Their  Governor  bears 
the  Figure  of  a  King  more  than  any  of  the  other 
Commanders  of  the  Savages.     He  has  an   abfolute 
Dominion  over  all  the  Villages  which  are  defcrib'd 
in  my  Map.     In  this  and   the  other   Iflands  I  faw 
large  Parks,  or  Inclofures,  ftock'd  with  wild  Beeves 
for  the  ufe  of  the  People.     I  had  an  Interview  for 
two  Hours   together  with  the  Governor,    or  the 
Cacickj  and  almoft  our  whole  Conference  related 
to  the  Spaniards  of  New  Mexico,  who,  as  he  affur'd 
me,  were  not  diftant  from  his  Country  above  eighty 
lazous,  each  of  which  is   three  Leagues.     I  mult 
own  indeed,  I  was  as  curious  upon  this  Head  as  he 
was;  and  I  wanted  an  Account  of  the  Spaniards 
from  him,  as  much  as  he  did  from  me  :  In  fine,  we 
reciprocally  inform 'd  one  another  of  a  great  many 
Particulars  relating  to  that  Head.     He  requefted  me 
to  accept  of  a  great  Houfe  that  was  prepar'd  for  me; 
and  his  firft  piece  of  Civility  confifted  in  calling  in  a 
great  many  Girls,  and  preffing  me  and  my  Retinue 
to  ferve  ouf  felves.     Had  this  Temptation  been 
thrown  in  our  way  at  a  morefeafbnable  time,  it  had 
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prov'd  irrefiftable ;  but  'twas  not  an  agreeable  Mefi 
for  Paflengers  that  were  infeebled  by  Labour  and 
Want.  Sine  Cerere  &  Baccho  friget  Venus.  After 
he  made  us  fuch  a  civil  Proffer,  the  Savages,  upon 
my  Inftance,  reprefented  to  him,  that  my  Detach- 
ment expected  me  at  a  certain  Hour,  and  that  if  I 
ftay'd  longer,  they  would  be  in  Pain  for  me.  This 
Adventure  happen'd  on  the  7  th  of  January. 

Two  Days  after,  the  Cacick  came  to  fee  me,  and 
brought  with  him  four  hundred  of  his  own  Subjects, 
and  four  Mozeemlek  Savages,  whom  I  took  for  Spa- 
niards. My  Miftake  was  occafion'd  by  the  great  Dif- 
ference between  thele  two  American  Nations;  for, 
the  Mozeemlek  Savages  were  cloathed,  they  had  a 
thick  bufhy  Beard,  and  their  Hair  hung  down  un- 
der their  Ears ;  their  Complexion  was  fwarthy,  their 
Addrels  was  civil  and  fubmiflive,  their  Mien  grave, 
and  their  Carriage  engaging.  Upon  thefe  Confide- 
rations  I  could  not  imagine  that  they  were  Savages, 
tho'  after  all  I  found  my  {e\(  miftaken.  Thefe  four 
Slaves  gave  me  a  Delcription  of  their  Country,  which 
the  Gnacfitares  reprefented  by  way  of  a  Map  upon  a 
Deer's  Skin  ;  as  you  lee  it  drawn  in  this  Map.  Their 
Villages  ftand  upon  aRiver  that  fprings  out  of aRidge 
of  Mountains,  from  which  the  long  River  likewife 
derives  its  Source,  there  being  a  great  many  Brooks 
there  which  by  a  joint  Confluence  form  the  River. 
When  the  Gnacfitares  have  a  mind  to  hunt  wild 
Beeves,  they  let  out  in  Pirogues,  which  they  make  ule 
of  till  they  come  to  the  Crofs  mark'd  thus  (-j-)  in 
the  Map,  at  the  Confluence  of  two  little  Rivers.  The 
Hunting  of  the  wild  Bulls,  with  which  all  the  Val- 
leys are  cover'd  in  Snmmer,  is  fometimes  the  Occafi- 
on  of  a  cruel  War;  For  the  other  Croft  (-j-)  which 
you  lee  in  the  Map  is  one  of  the  Boundaries  or  Li- 
mits of  Mozeemlek  ;'and  if  either  of  thefe  two  Nations 
advances  but  a  little  beyond  their  Limits,  it  gives 
Rife  to  a  bloody  Engagement    The  Mountains  I 
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fpoke  of  but  now,  are  fix  Leagues  broad,  and  fo 
high  that  one  muft  caft  an  Infinity  of  Windings  and 
Turnings  before  he  can  crofs  'era.  Bears  and  wild 
Beafts  are  their  only  Inhabitants. 

The  Mozeemlek  Nation  is  numerous  and  puiflant. 
The  four  Slaves  of  that  Country  inform'd  me,  that 
at  the  diftance  of  150  Leagues  from  the  Place  where 
I  then  was,  their  principal  River  empties  it  felf  into 
a  Salt  Lake  of  three  hundred  Leagues  in  Circumfe- 
rence, the  Mouth  of  which  is  about  two  Leagues 
broad :  That  the  lower  part  of  that  River  is  adorn'd 
with  fix  noble  Cities,  furrounded  with  Stone  cement- 
ed with  fat  Earth:  That  the  Houfes  of  thele  Cities 
have  no  Roofs,  but  are  open  above  like  a  Platform, 
as  you  fee  'em  drawn  in  the  Map :  That  befides  the 
abovemention'd  Cities,  there  were  above  an  hundred 
Towns,  great  and  fmall,  round  that  fort  of  Sea,  up- 
on which  they  navigate  with  fuch  Boats  as  you  lee 
drawn  in  the  Map :  That  the  People  of  that  Country 
made  Stuffs,  Copper  Axes,  and  fever al  other  Manu- 
factures, which  the  Outagamis  and  my  other  Inter- 
preters could  not  give  me  to  underftand,  as  being  al- 
together unacquainted  with  fuch  things :  That  their 
Government  was  Defpotick,  and  lodg'd  in  the  Hands 
of  one  great  Head,  to  whom  the  reft  paid  a  trem- 
bling Submiffion  :  That  the  People  upon  that  Lake 
call  themfelves  Stabuglauky  and  are  as  numerous  as 
the  Leaves  of  Trees,  (fuch  is  the  Expreflion  that  the 
Savages  ufes  for  an  Hyperbole :)  That  the  Mozeemlek 
People  fupply  the  Cities  or  Towns  of  the  fahuglauk 
with  great  numbers  of  little  Calves  which  they  take 
upon  the  abovemention'd  Mountains:  and,  That 
the  tfuhuglauk  make  ufe  of  thefe  Calves  for  feveral 
Ends  j  for,  they  not  only  eat  their  Flefh,  but  bring 
'em  up  to  Labour,  and  mak?  Cloaths,  Boots,  $£c, 
of  their  Skins.  They  added,  That  'twas  their  Mif- 
fortune  to  be  tookPrifbners  by  the  Gnacfitares  in  the 
War  which  had  lafted  for  eighteen  Years ;  but,  that 

they 
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they  hoped  a  Peace  would  be  fpeedily  concluded, 
upon  which  the  Prifbners  would  be  exchang'd,  pur- 
fuant  to  the  ufual  Cuftom.  They  glory'd  in  the 
PofTefTion  of  a  greater  Meafure  of  Reafon  than  the 
Gnacfitares  could  pretend  to,  to  whom  they  allow  no 
more  than  the  Figure  of  a  Man  j  for  they  look  upon 
'em  as  Beafts  otherwife.  To  my  mind,'their  Notion 
upon  this  Head  is  not  fb  very  extravagant  j  for  I  ob- 
ferv'd  fo  much  Honour  and  Politenefs  in  the  Con- 
vention of  thefe  four  Slaves,  that  I  thought  I  had 
to  do  with  Europeans  :  But,  after  all,  I  muft  confefs, 
that  the  Gnac  fit  ares  are  the  molt  tradable  Nation  I 
met  with  among  all  the  Savages.  One  of  the  four 
Mozeemlek  Slaves  had  a  reddifh  fort  of  a  Copper  Me- 
dal hanging  upon  his  Neck,  the  Figure  of  which  is 
reprefented  in  the  Map.  I  had  it  melted  by  Mr.  de 
Ponti's  Gun-fmith,  who  underftood  fomething  of 
Metals ;  but  it  became  thereupon  heavier,  and  deep- 
er colour 'd,  and  withal  fomewhat  tradable,  I  defir'd 
the  Slaves  to  give  me  a  circumftantial  Account  of 
thefe  Medals ;  and  accordingly  they  gave  me  to  un- 
derfland,  that  they  are  made  by  the  fahnglatik^  who 
are  excellent  Artizans,  and  put  a  great  Value  upon 
ftich  Medals.  I  could  pump  nothing  farther  out  of 
'em,  with  relation  to  the  Country,  Commerce  and 
Cuftoms  of  that  remote  Nation.  All  they  could  fay 
was,  that  the  great  River  of  that  Nation  runs  all  a- 
long  Weftward,  and  that  the  fait  Lake  into  which  it 
falls,  is  three  hundred  Leagues  in  Circumference,  and 
thirty  in  Breadth,  its  Mouth  ftretching  a  great  way 
to  the  Southward.  I  would  fain  have  fatisfied  my 
Curiofity  in  being  an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  Manners 
and  Cuftoms  of  the  labiiglauk ;  but  that  being  im- 
practicable, 1  was  forc'd  to  be  inilructed  at  fecond 
Hand  by  thefe  Mozeemlek  Slaves  j  who  affur'd  me, 
upon  the  Faith  of  a  Savage,  that  the  tfahuglauk  wear 
their  Beards  two  Fingers  breadth  long ;  that  their 
Garments  reach  down  to  their  Knees  j  that  they  co- 
ver 
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ver  their  Heads  with  a  fharp-pointed  Cap ;  that  they 
always  wear  a  long  Stick  or  Cane  in  their  Hands, 
which  is  tipp'd,  not  unlike  what  we  ufe  in  Europe ; 
that  they  wear  a  fort  of  Boots  upon  their  Legs  which 
reach  up  to  the  Knee ;  that  their  Women  never  mew 
themfelves,  which  perhaps  proceeds  from  the  fame 
Principle  that  prevails  in  Italy  and  Spain  ;  and,  in 
fine,  that  this  People  are  always  at  War  with  the 
puiffant  Nations  that  are  feated  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  the  Lake  ;  but  withal,  that  they  never  dis- 
quiet the  ftrowling  Nations  that  fall  in  their  way, 
by  reafon  of  their  Weaknefs:  An  admirable  LefTon 
for  fbme  Princes  in  the  World,  who  are  fb  much  in- 
tent upon  the  making  ufe  of  the  ftrongeft  Hand. 

This  was  all  I  could  gather  upon  that  Subject. 'My 
Curiofity  prompted  me  to  defire  a  more  particular 
Account ;  but  unluckily  I  wanted  a  good  Interpre- 
ter j  and  having  to  do  with  feveral  Perfbns  that  did 
not  well  underftand  themfelves,  I  could  make  no- 
thing of  their  incoherent  Fuftian.  I  prefented  the 
poor  miferable  Slaves  with  fbmething  in  proportion 
to  the  Cuftom  of  that  Country,  and  endeavoured  to 
perfuadc  'em  to  go  with  me  to  Canada,  b^^m^ing 
'em  fuch  Offers  as  in  their  Elteem  would  appear  like 
Mountains  of  Gold  ;  but  the  Love  they  had  for  their 
Country  ftifled  all  Perfuafions ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  Na- 
ture reduced  to  its  juft  Limits  cares  but  little  for 
Riches. 

In  the  mean  time  it  began  to  thaw,  and  the  Wind 
chop'd  about  to  the  South-weft  •  upon  which  I  gave 
notice  to  the  great  Cacique  of  the  Gnacfitares,  that  I 
had  a  mind  to  return  to  Canada.  Upon  that  occafion 
I  repeated  my  Prefents  $  in  Compeniation  of  which, 
my  Pirogues  were  ftow'd  with  Beef  as  full  as  they 
could  hold.  This  done,  I  embarqu'd,  and  crofs'd 
over  from  the  little  Ifland  to  the  Continent,  where  I 
fixed  a  great  long  Pole,  with  the  Arms  of  France  done 
upon  a  Plate  of  Lead.  I  fet  out  the  26th  of  January, 

and 
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and  arrived  fafe  on  the  5th  of  February  in  the  Country 
of  the  Effanapes.  We  had  much  more  Pleafure  in 
failing  down  the  River,  than  we  had  in  going  up ; 
for  we  had  the  agreeable  Diverfion  of  feeing  feveral 
Huntfmen  mooting  the  Water- Fowl,  that  are  plen- 
tiful upon  that  River.  You  muft  know,  that. the 
Stream  of  the  Long  River  is  all  along  very  flack  and 
eafy,  abating  for  about  three  Leagues  between  the 
fourteenth  and  fifteenth  Village  ,  for  there  indeed  its 
Current  may  be  call'd  rapid.  The  Channel  is  fo 
ftraight,  that  it  fcarce  winds  at  all  from  the  Head  to 
the  Lake*  'Tis  true  'tis  not  very  pleafant  •  for  moft 
of  its  Banks  have  a  difmal  Profpecl,  and  the  Water 
it  felf  has  an  ugly  Tafte;  but  then  its  Ufefulnefs  at- 
tones  for  fuch  Inconveniencies ;  for,  'tis  navigable 
with  the  greateft  Eafe,  and  will  bear  Barques  of  fifty 
Ton,  till  you  come  to  that  Place  which  is  mark'd 
with  a  Flower-de-luce  in  the  Map,  and  where  I  put 
up  the  Poft  that  my  Soldiers  chriften'd  la  HontansLi* 
rait.  March  2.  I  arriv'd  in  the  MiJJifipi,  which  was 
then  much  deeper  and  more  rapid  than  before,  by 
reafbn  of  the  Rains  and  Land-floods.  To  fave  the 
Labour  of  rowing  ;  we  then  left  our  Boats  to  the 
Current,  and  arriv'd  on  the  10th  in  the  Mand  of 
Rencontres,  which  took  its  Name  from  the  Defeat 
of  4.00  Iroquefe  accomplifh'd  there  by  300  Nadouejfis. 
The  Story  of  the  Encounter  is  briefly  this:  A  Party 
of  400  Iroquefe  having  a  Mind  to  furprile  a  certain 
People  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Otentas  (of  whom 
more  anon)  march'd  to  the  Country  of  the  Illinefe, 
where  they  built  Canows,  and  were  furnifh'd  with 
Provifions.  After  that  they  embarqu'd  upon  the  Ri- 
ver MiJJifipi)  and  were  difcover'd  by  another  little 
Fleet  that  was  failing  down  the  other  fide  of  the  fame 
River.  The  Iroquefe  crofs'dover  immediately  to  that 
Ifland,  which  is  fince  call'd  Aux  Rencontres.  The 
Nadoueffis,  i.  e.  the  other  little  Fleet,  being  fufpici- 
ousof  fome  ill  Defign,  without  knowing  what  Peo- 
ple 
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£>le  they  were,  (for  they  had  no  Knowledge  of  the 
jroquefe  but  by  Hear-fay)  •  upon  this  Sufpicion,  I  fay, 
they  tugg'd  hard  to  come  up  with  'em.     The  two 
Armies  pofted  themfelves  upon  the  Point  of  the 
Ifland,  where  the  two  Croffes  are  put  down  in  the 
Map  j  and  as  foon  as  the  Nadouejjis  came  in  fight,  the 
Iroquefe  cry'd  out  in  the  Illinefe  Language,   Who  are 
ye?  To  which  the  Nadouejjis  anfwer'd,  Some  body: 
And  putting  the  like  Queftion  to  the  Iroquefe,  receiv'd 
the  fame  Anfwer.  Then  the  Jroquefe  put  this  Quef- 
tion to  'em,  Where  are  you  agoing  r  To  hunt  Beeves, 
reply'd  the  Nadouejjis.  But  pray,  fays  the  Nadouejjis, 
what's  your  Bufinejs  ?  I'o  hunt  Men,  reply'd  the  Iro- 
quefe.  Tis  well,  fays  the  Nadouejjis,  we  are  Men^ 
and  fo  you  need  go  no  farther/   Upon  this  Challenge 
the  two  Parties  aifembarqu'd,  and  the  Leader  of  the 
Nadouejjis  cut  his  Canows  to  pieces  -,  and  after  repre- 
senting to  his  Warriors  that  they  behoved  either  to 
conquer  or  die,  march'd  up  to   the  Iroquefe;  who 
receiv'd  'em  at  firft  Onfet  with  a  Cloud  of  Arrows  : 
But  the  Nadouejjis  having  ftood  their  firft  Difcharge, 
which  kill'd  'em  eighty  Men,  fell  in  upon  'em  with 
their  Clubs  in  their  Hands,  before  the  others  could 
charge  again  ;  and  fo  routed  'em  entirely.  This  En- 
gagement lafted  for  two  Hours,  and  was  fo  hot,  that 
two  hundred  and  fixty  Iroquefe  fell  upon  the  Spot, 
and  the  reft  were  all  taken  Prifbners.  *    Some  of  the 
Iroquefe  indeed  attempted  to  make  their  Efcape  after 
the  Action  was  over ;  but  the  victorious  General  fent 
ten  or  twelve  of  his  Men  to  purfue  'em  in  one  of  the 
Canows  that  he  had  taken  ;  and  accordingly  they  were 
all  overtaken  and  drown'd.    The  Nadouejjis  having 
obtain'd  this  Victory,  cut  off  the  Nofes  and  Ears  of 
two  of  the  clevereftPrifoners,  and  fupplying'em  with 
Fufees,  Powder,  and  Ball,  gave  'em  the  liberty  of 
returning  to  their  own  Country,  in  order  to  give  their 
Country-men  to  underftand,  that  they  ought  not  to 
employ  Women  to  hunt  after  Men  any  longer. 

K  The 
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The  1 2th  we  arriv'd  at  the  Village  of  the  Otentas, 
where  we  took  in  a  plentiful  Provifion  of  Turkey 
Corn,  of  which  thefe  People  have  great  ftore.  They 
inform'd  us,  that  their  River  was  pretty  rapid,  and 
took  its  Rife  from  the  neighbouring  Mountains;  and 
that  the  upper  Part  of  it  was  adorn'd  with  feveral  Vil- 
lages inhabited  by  the  People  call'd  Panimaba,  Pane' 
affa,  and   Panetonka.    But   considering  that  I  was 
ftraitned  for  time,  and  that  I  faw  no  probability  of 
learning  what  1  wanted  to  know  with  reference  to 
the  Spaniards,    I  took  leave  of 'cm  the  next  Day, 
uhich  was  the  13th,  and  in  four  Days  time,  by  the 
help  of  the  Current  and  our  Oars,   made  the  River 
of  the  MtJJburis.  This  done,  we  run  up  againft  the 
Stream   of  that  River,    which  was  at  leaft  as  rapid 
as  the  MiJJifipi  was  at  that  time ;  and  arriv'd  on  the 
1 8th  at  the  firft  Village  of  the  Mtjjburis,  where  I 
only  ftop'd  to  make  the  People  fome  Pre&nts  that 
procur'd  me  a  hundred  Turkeys,  with  which  that 
People    are  wonderfully  well  ftock'd.      After  that, 
we  row'd  hard  againft  the  Stream,  and  landed  next 
Night  near  the  fecond  Village.  As  foon  as  I  arriv'd, 
I  detach'd  a  Serjeant  with  ten  Soldiers  to  convoy 
the  Outagamis  to  the  Village,  while  the  reft  of  my 
Crew  were  bufied  in   fitting  up  our  Hutts  2nd  un- 
loading o^r   Canows.     It  happen'd   unluckily  that 
neither  the  Soldiers  nor  the  Outagamis  could  make 
the  Savages  underftand  'em ;    and  the  latter  were 
juft  ready  to  fall  upon  'em,  when  an  old  Fellow  cry'd 
out,  that  the  Strangers  were  not  without  more  com- 
pany, for  that  he  had  difcover'd  our  Hutts  and  Ca- 
nows. Upon  this,  the  Soldiers  and  the  Outagamis 
retir'd  in  a  great  Confcer nation,  and  advis'd  me  to 
keep  a  llrong  Guard  all   Night.      About  two  a 
Clock  in  the  Morning  two  Men  approach'd  to  our 
little  Camp,  and  call'd  in  Jllinefe,  that  they  wanted 
an  Interview ;  upon  which  the  Outagamis,  being  ex- 
treamly  well  fatisfied  that  there  was  ibme  body  a- 

mong 
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mong  'em  who  could  underftand  what  they  fa  id,  re* 
ply'd  in  Illinefe,  that  they  fhould  be  very  welcome 
as  foon  as  the  Sun  appear'd  in  the  Horizon.  Never- 
thelefs,  the  Outagamis  relented  the  former  Affront 
fo  much,  that  they  importun'd  me  all  Night  long  to 
fet  fire  to  the  Village,  and  put  all  the  fcoundrel  In- 
habitants to  the  Sword.  I  made  Anfwer  to  'emj 
that  'twas  our  bufinefs  to  be  wifer  than  they,  and 
to  bend  our  Thoughts,  not  upon  a  fruitlefs  Revenge, 
but  upon  the  Difcovery  that  we  were  then  in  queft 
of.  At  the  break  of  Day  the  two  Adventurers  of  the 
Night  came  up  to  us,  and  after  putting  Interrogato- 
ries to  us  for  the  fpace  of  two  Hours,  invited  us  to 
come  up  to  their  Village.  The  Outagamis  reply'd*, 
that  the  Head  or  Governor  of  their  Nation  ought 
tohavefalutedusfooner;  and  this  oblig'd  'em  to  go 
back  to  give  him  Notice.  After  that  we  faw  no  bo- 
dy for  three  Hours ;  butatlaft,  when  our  Impatience 
was  juft  beginning  to  boil,  we  percciv'd  the  Gover* 
nor,  who  accofted  us  in  a  trembling  Pofture.  He 
was  accompany'd  with  ibme  of  his  own  Men,  who 
were  loaded  with  broil'd  or  dry'd  Meat,  Sacks  of  "Tur- 
key or  Indian  Corn,  dry'd  Raifins,  and  fome  fpeckled 
or  parti-colour'd  Buck- skins.  In  coniideration  of  this 
Prefent,  I  made  'em  another  of  lefs  confequence. 
Then  I  brought  on  a  Conference  between  the  Outa* 
gamis  of  my  Company  and  the  two  Night  Meffen* 
gers,  in  order  to  make  fome  Difcovery  of  the  Nature 
of  the  Country ;  but  they  ftill  ftop'd  -our  Mouths 
with  this  Anfwer,  that  they  knew  nothing  of  the 
Matter,  but  that  the  other  Nations  that  liv'd  higher 
up,  were  able  to  inform  us.  Had  I  been  of  the  fame 
mind  with  the  Outagamis,  we  had  done  noble  Ex* 
ploits  in  this  Place ;  but  I  confider'd  that  'twas  my 
bufinefs  to  purchafe  the  Knowledge  of  feveral  things, 
which  I  could  not  obtain  by  burning  the  Village* 
To  be  fhort,  we  reimbarqu'd  that  fame  Day,  about 
two  a  Clock  in  the  Afternoon,  and  rowed  about  four 
K  s  League! 
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Leagues  up  the  River,  where  we  made  the  River  of 
the  Qfages,  and  encamp'd  by  its  Mouth.  That  Night 
we  had  ieveral  falfe  Alarms  from  the  wild  Beeves, 
upon  which- we  made  fufficient  Reprifals  afterwards  - 
for  the  next  Day  we  kill'd  many  of 'em  notwithftand- 
ing  that  it  rain'd  fo  heavily,  that  we  could  fcarce 
ftir  out  of  our  Hutts.  Towards  the  Evening,  when 
the  Rain  was  over,  and  while  we  were  tranfport* 
ing  two  or  three  of  thefe  Beeves  to  our  little  Camp, 
we  efpy'd  an  Army  of  the  Savages  upon  a  full  March 
towards  us.  Upon  that,  my  Men  began  to  intrench 
themfelvcs,  and  to  unload  their  Pieces  with  Worms, 
in  order  to  charge  'em  afre/h ;  but  one  of  the  Pieces 
happening  to  go  off,  the  whole  Body  of  the  Enemy 
difappear'd,  fome  ftraggling  one  way,  and  fome 
another ;  for  thefe  People  were  upon  the  fame  Foot 
with  the  Nations  that  live  upon  the  Long  River, 
forafmuch  as  neither  of  them  had  ever  feen  or  hand- 
led Fire-Arms.  However,  this  Adventure  mov'd 
the  Outagamis  fo  much,  that  to  fatisfy  them,  I  was 
oblig'd  to  re-embark  that  very  Night,  and  return  the 
fame  way  that  I  came.  Towards  Midnight  we  came 
before  a  Village,  and  kept  a  profound  Silence  till 
Day-break,  at  which  time  we  row'd  up  to  their 
Fort ;  and  upon  our  entring  there,  and  difcharging 
our  Pieces  in  the  Air,  the  Women,  Children,  and 
Superannuated  Men,  were  put  into  fuch  a  Confter- 
nation,  that  they  run  from  Place  to  Place  calling  out 
for  Mercy.  You  muft  know,  all  their  Warriors  were 
abroad,  and  'twas  a  Body  of  them  that  offer'd  to 
attack  us  the  Day  before.  The  Outagamis  perceiving 
the  Confirmation  of  the  Women  and  Children,  call'd 
out,  that  they  behov'd  to  depart  the  Village,  and 
that  the  Women  Ihould  have  time  to  take  up  their 
Children.  Upon  that  the  whole  Crew  turn'd  out, 
and  we  fet  fire  to  the  Village  on  all  fides.  This 
done,  we  purfu'd  our  Courfe  down  that  rapid  River, 
end  enter'd  the  River  Mijfifipi  on  the  25th,  early  in 

the 
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the  Morning  j  the  26th,  about  three  a  Clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  we  defcry'd  three  or  four  hundred  Sava- 
ges employed    in   the  Hunting  of  Beeves,    which 
fwarmed  in  all  the  Meads  to  the  Weftward.  As  foon 
as  the  Hunters  ipyed  us,  they  made  a  Sign  that  we 
mould  make  towards  'em.     Being  ignorant  who,  or 
how  numerous  they  were,  we  made  a  Halt  at  firft; 
but  at  laft  we  put  in  about  a  Musket-  fhot  above  'em, 
calling  out  to  "em  that  they  mould  not  approach  to 
us  in  a  Body.     Upon  that,    four  of  their  Number 
came  up  to  us  with  a  fmiling  Countenance,  and  gave 
us  to  know,  in  the  Illinefe  Language,  that  they  were 
Akanfas.  We  could  not  but  credit  their  Report,  for 
they  had  Knives  and  Sciflars  hanging  upon  their 
Necks,  and  little  Axes  about  'em,  which  the  Illinefe 
prefent  'em  with  when  they  meet.      In  fine,  being 
affur'd  that  they  were  of  that  Nation,  which  Mr.  de 
la  Salle  and  feveral  other  Frenchmen  were  intimately 
acquainted  with,  we  landed  at  the  fame  Place ;  and 
they  entertain'd  us  firft  with  Dancing  and  Singing, 
and  then  with  all  forts  of  Meat.    The  next  Day  they 
mew'd  us  a  Crocodile  that  they  had  knock'd  in  the 
head  two  Days  before,  by  a  Stratagem  that  you'il 
find  defcrib'd  in  another  Place:  After  that  they  gave 
us  the  Diverfion  of  a  Hunting  Match  •  for  'tis  cufto- 
mary  with  them,  when  they  mean  to  divert  them- 
{e\ves9  to  catch  the  Beeves  by  the  different  Methods 
laid  down  in  this  Cut.     I  put  fome  Queftions  to  'em 
relating  to  the  Spaniards,  but  they  could  not  refblve 
'em.     All  that  I  learn'd  from  'em  was,  that  the  Mif- 
fouris  and  the  Ofages  are  numerous  and  mifchievous 
Nations,  equally  void  both  of  Courage  and  Honefty  - 
that  their  Countries  were  water'd  with  very  great 
Rivers;  and,  in  a  Word,  were  too  good  for  them. 

After  we  had  {pent  two  Days  with  them,  wepur* 

fued  our  Voyage  to  the  River  Ouabach^  taking  care 

to  watch  the  Crocodiles  very  narrowly,    of  which 

they  had  told  us  incredible  Stories.    The  next  Day 

K  3  we 


1 5  4  Some  New  Voyages 

weenter'd  the  Mouth  of  that  River,  and  founded  it, 
to  try  the  Truth  of  what  the  Savages  reported  of  its 
depth.  In  effect,  we  found  there  three  Fathom  and 
a  half  Water;  but  the  Savages  of  our  Company  al- 
ledg'd,  that  'twas  more  fwell'd  than  ufually.  They 
all  agreed,  that  'twas  navigable  an  hundred  Leagues 
up,  and  I  wiih'd  heartily,  that  my  Time  had  allow'd 
me  to  run  up  to  its  Source ;  but  that  being  unfea- 
fonable9  I  fail'd  up  againft  the  Stream,  till  we  came 
to  the  River  of  the  Illmefe,  which  we  made  on  the 
gth  of 'April  with  fome  Difficulty,  for  the  Wind  was 
againft  us  the  frrft  two  Days,  and  the  Currents  were 
%rery  rapid, 

All  I  can  fay  of  the  River  Mijjifipi^  now  that  I 
am  to  take  leave  of  it,  is,  that  its  narrowed  part 
is  half  a  League  over,  and  the  {halloweft  is  a  Fa- 
thom and  a  half  deep  ;  and  that  according  to  the  In- 
formation of  the  Savages,  its  Stream  is  pretty  gentle 
for  feven  or  eight  Months  of  the  Year.  As  for  Shelves 
or  Banks  of  Sand,  I  met  with  none  in  it.  5Tis  full  of 
Jilcs  which  look  like  Groves,  by  reafon  of  the  great 
plenty  of  Trees,  and  in  the  verdant  Seafbn  of  the 
Year  afford  a  very  agreeable  Profpecx.  Its  Banks 
are  Woods,  Meadows  and  Hills.  I  cannot  be  pofitive, 
whether  it  winds  much  in  other  Places ;  but  as  far  as 
I  could  lee,  its  Courfe  is  very  different  from  that  of 
pur  Rivers  in  France ;  for  I  muft  tell  you  by  the  Way, 
that  all  the  Rivers  of  America  run  pretty  ftraight. 

The  River  of  the  Jllmefe  is  intitled  to  Riches,  by 
yertu$  of  the  benign  Climate,  and  of  the  great  quan- 
tities of  Deer,  Roe-Bucks,  and  Turkeys  that  feed 
upon  its  Brinks :  not  to  mention  feveral  other  Beafts 
and  Fowls,  a  Defcription  of  which  would  require  an 
intire  Volume.  If  you  faw  but  my  Journal,  you 
would  be  tick  of  the  tedious  Particulars  of  our  dai- 
ly Adventures  both  in  Hunting  and  Fifhing  divers 
species  of  Animals,  and  in  Rencounters  with  the  Sa- 
V3g$ft     2p  %>rt3  the  Jail  thing  I  mail  mention  of 

this 
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this  River,  is,  that  the  Banks  are  replenifh'd  with 
an  Infinity  of  Fruit-Trees,  which  we  iaw  in  a  difmal 
Condition,  as  being  ftrip'd  of  their  Verdure  j  and 
that  among  thefe  Fruit-Trees,  there  are  many  Vines, 
which  bear  moft  beautiful  Clutters  of  very  large 
Grapes.  I  ate  fome  of  thefe  Grapes  dry 'd  in  the 
Sun,  which  had  a  moft  delicious  Tafte.  The  Beavers 
are  as  unfrequent  in  this,  as  in  the  long  River, 
where  I  faw  nothing  but  Otters,  of  which  the 
People  make  Furs  for  the  Winter. 

I  fet  out  from  the  Illinefe  River  on  the  loth  of 
April,  and  by  the  help  of  a  Weft  South- Weft  Wind, 
arriv'd  in  fix  Days  at  the  Fort  o£Crevecoeur,  where 
I  met  with  Mr.  de  tfonti,  who  receiv'd  me  with  all 
imaginable  Civility,  and  is  juftly  refpecled  and  ho- 
noured  by  the  Iroqnefe.  I  ftay'd  three  Days  in  this 
Fort,  where  there  were  thirty  Coureurs  de  Bois  that 
traded  with  the  Illinefe.  The  2.0th  I  arriv'd  at  the 
Village  of  the  Illinefe  j  and  to  leffen  the  Drudgery  of 
a  great  Land-carriage  of  twelve  great  Leagues,  in- 
gag'd  four  hundred  Men  to  traniport  our  Baggage, 
which  they  did  in  the  fpace  of  four  Days,  being 
incourag'd  by  a  Bribe  of  a  great  Roll  of  Brafil  To- 
bacco, an  hundred  pound  weight  of  Powder,  two 
hundred  weight  of  Ball,  and  fome  Arms,  which  I 
gave  to  the  moft  confiderable  Men  of  their  Number. 
The  z\th  I  arriv'd  at  Chekakou,  where  my  O-utaga- 
mis  took  leave  of  me  in  order  to  return  to  their  own 
Country,  being  very  well  fatisfied  with  a  Prcfent  I 
made 'em  of  fome  Fufees,  and  fome  Piftols.  The 
2.$th  I  reimbarqu'd,  and  by  rowing  hard  in  a  Calm, 
made  the  River  of  the  Qumamis  on  the  28th,  there 
I  met  four  hundred  Warriors,  upon  the  very  fame 
Place  where  Mr.  de  la  Salle  had  formerly  built  a 
Fort.  Thefe  Warriors  were  then  imploy'd  in  burn- 
ing three  Iroquefe,  who,  as  they  faid,  deferv'd  the 
Punifhment  j  and  invited  us  to  mare  in  the  Fleafure 
of  the  Show  j  for  the  Savages  take  it  very  ill  if  one 
K  4  refufes 


i  j  6  Some  New  Voyages 

refufes  the  Diverfion  of  fuch  real  Tragedies.  The 
Tragical  Spectacle  made  me  fhrink,  for  the  poor 
Wretches  were  put  to  inconceiveable  Torture ;  and 
upon  that  I  refolv'd  to  reimbarque  with  all  Expedi- 
tion ;  alledging  for  an  Apology,  that  my  Men  had 
great  ftore  of  Brandy  with  'em,  and  would  certain- 
ly make  themfelves  drunk,  in  folemnifing  their 
Victory,  upon  which  they  would  be  apt  to* commit 
Diibrders,  that  I  could  not  poflibly  prevent.  Ac^ 
cordingly  I  went  immediately  on  board,  and  after 
coafting  along  the  Lake,  crofs'd  the  Bay  de  I'Ours, 
and  landed  at  MiJJilimakinac  the  Z2.d. 

I  am  inform'd  by  the  Sieur  de  S.  Pierre  de  Rapan- 
tigni,  who  travel'd  from  Quebec  hither  upon  the  Ice, 
that  Mr.  de  Denonville  has  took  up  a  Refolution  of 
making  a  Peace  with  the  Iroquefe,  in  which  he  means 
to  comprehend  the  other  Nations  that  are  his  Al- 
lies j  and  with  that  View  had  given  notice  to  his 
Allies,  that  they  mould  not  infeft  the  Iroquefe.  He 
acquaints  me  further,  that  Mr.  de  Denonvflie  hasfent 
orders  to  the  Governor  of  this  Place,  to  perfuade 
the  Rat,  (one  of  the  Commanders  of  the  Hurons") 
to  go  down  to  the  Colony,  with  a  Defign,  to  have 
him  hang'd  ;  and  that  the  Savage  General  being  a- 
ware  of  the  Defign,  has  made  a  publick  Declaration, 
that  he  will  go  thither  on  purpofe  to  defy  him.  Ac- 
cordingly he  defigns  to  fet  out  to  Morrow  with  a 
great  body  ciOutaouas^  and  fbme  Coureurs  de  Bois, 
under  the  Command  of  Mr.  Duihitt.  As  for  the  Sol- 
diers of  my  Detachment,  I  have  difpers'd  'em  in 
feveral  Canows  among  the  Savages,  and  the  Cou- 
reurs de  Bois ;  but  having  fome  Bufinefs  to  adjuft  in 
this  Place,  I  am  oblig'd  to  tarry  my  felf  feven  or 
eight  Days  longer. 

This,  Sir,  isthetrue  Accounfofmy  little  Voyage. 
I  have  related  nothing  but  the  efTential  Circumftan- 
ces ;  chbofing  to  overlook  the  reft,  which  are  fo 
trifling,  as  %q  be  unworthy  of  your  Curiofity.     A>s 

for 
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for  the  lUinefi  Lake,  'tis  three  hundred  Leagues  in 
Circumference,  as  you  may  fee  by  the  Scale  of 
Leagues  upon  the  Map.  "Tis  feated  in  an  admirable 
Climate  ;  its  Banks  are  cloath'd  with  fine  and  tall 
Trees,  and  have  but  few  Meads.  The  River  of  the 
Oumamis  is  not  worth  your  Regard.  The  Bay  de 
I"  Ours  qui  dort,  is  of  an  indifferent  large  Extent,  and 
receives  the  River  upon  which  the  Outaouas  are  wont 
to  hunt  Beavers  every  third  Year.  In  fhort,  it  has 
neither  Shelves,  Rocks,  nor  Banks  of  Sand.  The 
Land  which  bounds  it  on  the  South-fide,  is  reple- 
nifh'd  with  Roe-bucks,  Deer,  and  Turkeys.  Fare- 
wel,  Good  Sir;  and  affure  yourfelf,  that  'twill  al- 
ways be  a  fenfible  Pleafure  to  me,  to  amufe  you  with 
an  Account  of  the  greateft  Curiofities  I  meet  with. 

But  now,  Sir,  I  hope  you  will  not  take  it  ill,  that 
the  Relation  I  here  give  you,   is  only  an  Abridge 
ment  of  my  Voyage ;  For,  in  earneft,  to  be  mi- 
nute upon  every  particular  Curiofity,  would  require 
more  Time  and  Leifure  than  I  can  fpare.  I  have  here 
fent  you  a  View  of  the  fubftantial  Part ;  and  (hall 
afterwards  hope  for  an  Opportunity  of  recounting 
to  you  by  Word  of  Mouth,  an  Infinity  of  Adven- 
tures, Rencounters,  and  Obiervations,  which  may 
call  up  the  reflecting  Faculty  of  thinking  Men.     My 
own  Thought  is  too  fuperficial  to  philolbphize  upon 
the  Origin,  the  Belief,  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
of  fo  many  Savages;    or  to  make  any  Advances 
with  reference  to  the  Extent  of  this  Continent  to  the 
Weft  ward.     I  have  contented  my  felf  with  offering 
fome  Thoughts  upon  the  Caufes  of  the  bad  Succefs 
of  the  Difcoveries,   that  feveral  experiene'd  Men 
have  attempted  in  America,  both  by  Sea  and  Land : 
And  I  flatter  my  felf,  that  my  Thoughts  upon  that 
Head  are  juft.     The  frefh   Inftances  of  Mr.  de  la 
Salle,  and  feveral  other  unlucky  Difcoverers,  may 
afford  a  fuflkient  and  feafonable  Caution  to  thofe, 
who  for  the  future  fhall  undertake  to  difcover  all 

the 
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the  unknown  Countries  of  this  New  World.  'Tis 
not  every  one  that's  qualify 'd  for  fuch  an  Enterprife, 
non  licet  omnibus  adire  Cor  hit  bum.  'Twere  an  eafy 
matter  to  trace  the  utmoft  Limits  of  the  Country 
that  lies  to  the  Weft  of  Canada^  provided  it  be  gone 
about  in  a  proper  Method.  In  the  firft  place,  in- 
jflead  of  Canows,  I  would  have  fuch  Adventurers 
to  make  ule  of  certain  Sloops  of  a  peculiar  Structure, 
which  might  draw  but  little  Water,  and  be  port- 
able, as  being  made  of  light  Wood ;  and  withal 
carry  thirteen  Men,  with  35  or  40  hundred  weight 
of  Stowage,  and  be  able  to  bear  the  Shock  of  the 
Waves  in  the  great  Lakes.  Courage,  Health,  and 
Vigilance,  are  not  fufficient  of  themfelves  to  qualify 
a  Man  for  fuch  Adventures  -,  he  ought  to  be  poi- 
fefs'd  of  other  Talents,  which  are  rarely  met  with 
in  one  and  the  fame  Perfbn.  The  Conduct  of  the 
three  hundred  Men  that  accompany'd  me  upon  this 
Difcovery,  gave  me  a  great  deal  of  Trouble.  It 
requires  a  large  Stock  of Induftry  and  Patience,  to 
keep  fuch  a  Company  up  to  their  Duty.  Sedition, 
Mutinies,  Quarrels,  and  an  Infinity  of  Diforders 
frequently  take  place  among  thofe,  who  being  in  re- 
mote  and  folitary  Places,  think  they  have  a  Right 
of  ufing  Force  againft  their  Superiors.  One  mull 
difiTemble,  and  even  fhut  his  Eyes  upon  occafion, 
Jeaft  the  growing  Evil  fhould  be  inflam'd:  The 
gentleft  Methods  are  the  fureft,  for  him  that  com- 
mands in  Chief  j  and  if  any  Mutiny  or  factitious 
Plot  is  in  View,  'tis  the  Bufinefs  of  the  inferior 
Officers  to  ftifle  it,  by  perfuading  the  Mutineers, 
that  the  Difcovery  of  fuch  things  to  the  command- 
ing Officer,  would  create  a  great  deal  of  Uneafinefs. 
So^  the  chief  Officer  muft  (till  make  as  if  he  were 
ignorant  of  what  paflbs,  unlefs  it  be,  that  the  Flame 
breaks  out  in  his  Prefence ;  then  indeed  he  lies  un- 
der anindifpenfible  Obligation,  of  inflicting  fpeedy 
and  private  Punifhment3  without  his  Prudence  di- 
rects 
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re<5b  him  to  put  off  the  Execution,  upon  an  Appre- 
henfion  of  fome  pernicious  Confcquences  that  may 
enfue  thereupon.  In  fuch  Voyages  he  muft  over- 
look a  thoufand  Things,  which  upon  other  Occafi- 
ons  he  has  all  reafon  to  punifh.  He  muft  counter- 
feit a  downright  Ignorance  of  their  Intrigues  with 
the  She-Savages,  of  their  Quarrels  among  them*- 
felves,  of  their  Negligence  in  not  mounting  the 
Guard,  and  not  obferving  the  other  Points  of  Duty ; 
in  a  Word,  he  muft  pretend  to  know  nothing  of  an 
Infinity  of  fuch  Diforders,  as  have  no  direct  Ten- 
dency to  a  Revolt.  He  ought  to  ufe  the  Precau- 
tion of  fingling  out  a  Spy  in  his  little  Army,  and 
reward  him  handfomely  for  a  dexterous  Intelligence 
as  to  all  that  happens;  to  the  End  that  he  may  re- 
medy the  growing  Disorders  either  dire&ly  or  indi- 
rectly. This  Spy  may,  by  good  Management,  and 
due  Secrecy,  find  out^the  Ringleader  of  a  Club  or 
Cabal ;  and  when  the  Commanding  Officer  has  re- 
ceived fuch  Satisfaction  upon  the  Matter,  that  there's 
no  room  left  to  doubt  of  the  Criminal's  Demerit ; 
'twill  then  be  very  convenient  to  make  away  with 
him,  and  that  with  fuch  Management,  that  no  body 
fhould  know  what  became  of  him. 

Farther ;  He  ought  to  give  'em  Tobacco  and 
Brandy  now  and  then,  to  ask  their  Advice  upon 
fome  Occafions,  to  fatigue  'em  as  little  as  poffible, 
to  call  'em  up  to  dance  and  make  merry,  and  at  the 
fame  time  to  exhort  'em  to  live  in  a  good  Under- 
ftanding  with  one  another.  The  beft  Topick  he 
can  make  ufe  of  for  inforcing  their  Duty,  is  Reli- 
gion, and  the  Honour  of  their  Country,  and  this  he 
ought  to  defcant  upon  himfelf:  For  though  I  have 
a  great  deal  of  Faith  in  the  Power  of  the  Clergy; 
yet  I  know  that  fort  of  Men  does  more,  harm  than 
good,  in  Voyages  of  this  nature;  and  for  that  rea- 
fon I'd  choofe  to  be  without  their  Company.  The 
Pfrfon  whp  undertakes  to  go  upon  a  Difcovery, 

ought 
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ought  to  be  very  nice  and  cautious  in  the  Choice  of 
his  Men;  for  every  one  is  not  fit  for  his  Bufinels. 
His  Men  ought  to  be  between  30  and  40  years  of 
Age,  of  a  dry  Conftitution,  of  a  peaceable  Tem- 
per, of  an  active  and  bold  Spirit,  and  inur'd  to  the 
Fatigues  of  Voyages.  The  whole  Retinue  muft  con- 
fift  of  three  hundred  Men  $  and  of  that  number 
there  muft  be  fome  Ship-Carpenters,  Gun-Smiths, 
and  Sawyers  with  all  their  Tools ;  befides  Hunts- 
men, and  Fifhermen  with  their  Tackling.  You 
muft  likewife  have  Surgeons  among  'em,  but  their 
Cheft  ought  to  contain  nothing  but  Razors,  Lan- 
cets, external  Medicines  for  Wounds,  Orvietan  and 
Senna.  All  the  Men  of  the  Detachment,  ought 
to  be  provided  with  Buff-Coats  and  Boots  to  turn 
the  Arrows;  for,  as  I  intimated  above,  the  Savages 
of  the  unknown  Countries  are  Strangers  to  Fire- 
Arms.  They  muft  be  arm'd  with  a  double  barreled 
Gun,  a  double  barrefd  Piftol,  and  a  good  long 
Sword.  The  Commanding  Officer  muft  take  care 
to  provide  a  Sufficient  Quantity  of  the  Skins  of  Deer 
Elks,  and  Beeves,  in  order  to  be  few'd  together, 
and  hung  round  his  Camps  upon  certain  Stakes 
fix'd  at  convenient  Diftances  from  one  another. 
I  had  as  many  as  would  go  round  a  Square  of 
thirty  Foot  every  way ;  for  each  Skin  being  five 
Foot  deep,  and  almoft  four  Foot  broad,  J.  made 
two  pieces  of  eight  Skins  apiece,  which  were 
rais'd  and  extended  in  a  Minute.  Befides  thefe, 
he  ought  to  carry  with  him  fome  Pot-Guns  of 
eight  Foot  in  lengthy  and  fix  in  breadth ;  with  two 
Hand-Mills  for  grinding  the  Indian  Corn,  Nails  of 
all  fizes,  Pickaxes,  Spades,  Hatchets,  Hooks,  Soap, 
and  Cotton  to  make  Candles  of  Above  all,  he 
muft  not  forget  to  take  in  good  ft  ore  of  Powder, 
Brandy,  Brafil  Tobacco,  and  fuch  things  as  he  muft 
prefent  to  the  Savages  whole  Country  he  difcovers. 
Add  to  this  Cargo,  an  Aftrolabe,  a  Semicircle,  fe« 

verai 
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veral  Sea-CompafTes,  fome  Simple,   and  fome  of 
Variation,  a  Load-ftone,  two  large  Watches  of  three 
Inches  Diameter ;  Pencils,  Colours,  and  Paper,  for 
making  Journals  and  Maps,  for  the  Defigning  of 
Land-Creatures,  Fowl,  Fifh,  Trees,  Plants,  Grain, 
and,  in  a  Word,  whatever  feems  worthy  of  his  Cu- 
riofity.     I  would  likewife  advife  him  to  carry  with 
him  fome  Trumpeters  and  Fidlers,  both  for  animat- 
ing his  Retinue,   and  raifing  the  Admiration  of  the 
Savages.     With  this  Equipage,  Sir,  a  Man  of  Senfe, 
Conduct,  and  A&ion;  I  mean,  a  Man  that's  Vigi- 
lant, Prudent,  Cautious,  and,  above  all,  Patient  and 
Moderate,  and  qualify 'd  for  contriving  Expedients 
upon  all  Occafions  -3  a  Man,  I  fay,  thus  qualify 9d, 
and  thus  fitted  out,  may  boldly  go  to  all  the  Coun- 
tries that  lye  to  the  Weft  of  Canada,  without  any 
Apprehenfion  of  Danger.     As  for  my  own  part,  I 
ferioully  declare,  that  if  I  were  pofTefs  d  of  all  thefe 
Qualities,  I  mould  efteem  it  my  Happinefs  to  be 
imploy'd  upon  fuch  an  Enterprife,   both  for   the 
Glory  of  his  Majefty,  and  my  own  Satisfaction :  For 
the  continu'd  Diverfity  of  Objects,  did  Co  charm  me 
in  my  Voyages,  that  I  had  fcarce  Time  to  reflect:  up- 
on the  Fatigue  and  Trouble  that  I  underwent-  I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c 


LET- 
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LETTER     XVII. 

Dated  at  Quebec,  Sep.  28.  1 685). 

%he  Author  fets  out  from  Miffilimakinac  to  the 
Colony,  and  defcribes  the  Country,  Rivers,  and 
Pafjes  that  he  Jaw  by  the  Way.  The  Iroquefe 
make  a  fatal  Incurjion  into  the  IJland  ofMon- 
real :  Fort'  Frontenac  is  abandon1  d.  Count 
Frontenac  is  fent  to  Canada,  and  the  Marquis 
of  DenonVille  is  recalfd. 

SIR, 

I  Writ  to  you  from  MiJJilimahnac  on  the  2$tb  of 
May.  I  left  that  Place  June  the  Btb9  and  fet  out 
for  Monreal,  accompany'd  with  twelve  Qutaouas^ 
who  were  divided  info  two  Canows,  and  row'd  very 
hard.  The  23d,  I  overtook  the  Coureurs  de  Bois  in 
the  River  Creufe,  who  had  got  the  ftart  of  me  for 
fome  Days.  Mr.  Dulbut  usd  his  utmoft  Efforts  to 
dilfuade  me  from  going  further  with  fb  weak  a  Re- 
tinue. He  would  have  had  me  to  go  down  along 
with  him ;  and  remonftrated  to  me,  that  if  my 
twelve  Conductors perceiv'd  either  in  the  Land-car- 
riage or  upon  the  Rivers,  any  thing  that  might  Call 
up  an  Apprehenfion  of  falling  into  the  Hands  of  the 
Iroquefe,  they  would  defcrt  me  and  the  Canows,  and 
fly  to  the  Woods  to  avoid  the  Enemy.  I  rejected 
his  Advice,  though  I  had  like  to  have  repented  of 
my  Refolution  not  long  after ;  for  according  to  his 
Prediction,  my  Canow-Men  threaten 'd  to  run  away 
to  the  Forefts,  at  the  Fall  cajl'd  Long  Sunt :  And 
indeed  if  they  had  done  it,  I  had  follow*d  'em,  up- 
on the  Reflection.,  that  of  two  Evils  a  Man  ought  to 

choofe 
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choofe  the  leaft  5  but  this  Storm  blew  over.  In 
the  great  River  of  the  Outaouas,  not  far  from  the 
River  of  Lievre,  I  met  Mr.  de  St.  Helene  at  the  Head 
of  a  Party  of  the  Coureurs  de  Bois,  who  was  bound 
for  Hudfotis  Bay,  in  order  to  retake  fome  Forts  that 
the  EngUjb  had  feiz'd  upon.  He  acquainted  me  with 
the  Prince  of Oranges  Expedition  for  England;  and 
gave  me  to  underftand,  that  upon  his  Arrival,  King 
James  retir'd  to  France,  and  that  the  Prince  was  pro- 
claim'd  King,  which  feem'd  to  prefage  a  bloody 
and  fharp  War  in  Europe.  I  allure  you,  Sir,  this 
piece  of  News  furpriz'd  me  extreamly;  and  not- 
withftanding'that  I  had  it  from  the  Mouth  of  a  Man, 
whofe  Word  I  rely  very  much  upon,  yet  I  had  all 
the  Difficulty  in  the  World  to  make  myfelf  believe, 
that  a  Revolution  of  fuch  Importance  could  be  ac- 
complifh'd  in  fb  fhort  a  Time,  without  the  Effufion 
of  Blood;  efpecially  confidering  what  a  ftrid  Alli- 
ance there  was  between  our  Court,  and  the  Court 
of  England,  and  how  much  'twas  the  Intercft  of 
both  thefe  Monarchs  to  give  mutual  Afliftance  to 
one  another.  July  the  gtb  I  arriv'd  at  Monreal, 
after  venturing  down  feveral  fearful  Cataracts  in  the 
River  of  the  Outaouas,  and  enduring  the  Hardships 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  Land-carriages,  fome  of  which 
are  above  a  League  in  Length. 

The  Navigation  is  pretty  fure  from  MiJJillmakinas 
to  the  River  des  Francois  ;  for  in  coafting  along  the 
Lake  of  Hurons,  we  meet  with  an  Infinity  of  Wands, 
which  ferve  for  a  Shelter.  But  in  going  up  that  Ri- 
ver, there's  fome  Difficulty;  for  it  has  five  Cata^acls 
which  oblige  us  to  turn  out  and  carry  all  over-land 
for  thirty,  fifty,  and  a  hundred  Paces.  Having 
pafs'd  that  River,  we  enter'd  the  Lake  of  the  Ne- 
picerinis^  from  whence  we  are  forc'd  to  tranfport  our 
Canows  and  Baggage  two  Leagues  over-land,  to 
another  River  which  has  fix  orfeven  Water- falls  that 
we  commonly  (hoot.    From  that  River  we  have 

another 
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another  Land-carriage  to  the  River  Creufe,  which 
falls  with  rapid  Currents  into  the  great  River  of  the 
Outaouas,  near  a  Place  call'd  Mataouan.  We  conti- 
nue our  Courfe  upon  this  great  River,  till  we  come 
to  the  Point  of  the  Ifland  of  Monreal,  where  'tis  loft 
in  the  great  River  of  St.  Laurence.  Thele  two  Ri- 
vers join  one  another  with  very  gentle  Streams,  and 
quitting  their  fearful  Channels,  form  the  little  Lake 
of  St.  Louis.  I  thought  to  have  loft  my  Life  at  the 
Fall,  call'd  the  Fall  of  St.  Louis,  about  three  Leagues 
from  Momeal ;  for  ourCanow  having  overfet  in  the 
Eddy,  I  was  carry'd  by  the  Current  to  the  Foot  of 
that  Cataract,  from  whence  the  Chevalier  de  Vau- 
dreuil  drag'd  me  out  by  a  great  Chance.  The  Ca- 
nows  and  the  Skins  belonging  to  the  hx  Savages 
were  loft ;  and  one  of  the  Savages  was  drown'd. 
This  is  the  only  time  I  was  in  danger,  through  the 
whole  Courfe  of  my  Voyages.  As  foon  as  I  landed 
here,  I  repair'd  with  Diligence  to  a  Tavern  to  refrefli 
my  ielf,  and  to  make  up  the  Loffes  I  had  fuftain'd 
by  a  necelfary  Abftinence.  The  next  Day  I  waited 
upon  Mr.  de  Denonville,  and  Mr.  de  Champgni,  to 
whom  I  gave  an  Account  of  my  Voyages,  and 
withal,  gave  in  the  News  that  a  great  Company  of 
the  Coureurs  de  Bois  and  Savages  would  arrive  very 
fpeedily ;  which  they  did  accordingly,  after  fifteen 
Days.  The  Rat  I  mention'd  above,  came  down 
hither,  and  return'd  home  notwithftanding  the 
Threats  that  were  levell'd  againft  him.  By  this  Ad- 
venture, he  fhevv'd  that  he  Jaugh'd  at  their  In- 
trigues. But  now  that  I  have  mention'd  his  Name, 
I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  malicious  Stratagem 
that  this  cunning  Savage  made  ufe  of  laft  Year,  to 
prevent  the  Conclufion  of  a  Peace  between  Mr.  d$ 
Denowville  and  the  Iroquefe. 

This  Savage  is  the  general  and  chief  Councilor 

of  the  Huronsi  he  is  a  Man  of  forty  Years  of  Age, 

and  brave  in  his  way.     When  he  foiind  himfelf 
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prefs'd  and  importun'd  by  Mr.  de  Denonvtlle,  to  en-< 
tep  into  the  Alliance  concluded  in  the  Year  1687, 
that  I  took  notice  of  before;  he  at  laft  comply  5d 
with  his  Defire,  with  this  Referve,  that  the  War 
fhould  not  be  put  to  an  End  till  the  Iroquefe  were 
totally  routed.  This  Claufe  the  Governor  promis'd 
to  make  good,  and  gave  him  AlTurances  to  that  pur- 
pofe  on  the  3d  of  September^  in  the  fame  Year, 
which  happened  about  two  Days  before  I  fet  out 
from  Niagara,  upon  my  Voyage  to  the  great  Lakes. 
This  Savage-General  relying  upon  Mr.  de  Denott- 
ville's  Promife,  march'd  from  Miffdimakinac  at  the 
Head  of  an  hundred  Warriors,  as  I  infinuated  in  my 
■LOfth  Letter,  in  order  to  invade  the  Iroquefe  Coun- 
try, and  atchieve  fome  glorious  Feats  among  5em. 
In  the  mean  time  to  carry  on  his  Defign  the  more 
cautiouily,  he  thought  it  proper  to  pais  by  the  way 
of  Fort  Front  enac9  where  he  might  receive  ibme  In- 
telligence. Upon  his  Arrival  at  this  Fort,  the  Go- 
vernor told  him,  that  Mr.  de  Denonville  was  negotia- 
ting a  Peace  with  the  five  Iroquefe  Nations,  whole 
EmbalTadors  and  Hoftages  he  expected  in  a  Ihort 
time,  in  order  to  conclude  and  ratify  the  Peace,  he 
having  Orders  to  conduct  'em  to  Monreal :  And  l  hac 
upon  that  Confideration,  'twas  moft  proper  for  him 
and  his  Warriors  to  return  home,  and  to  pals  no 
further.  The  Savage- General  was  mightily  furpris'd 
with  this  unexpe&ed  piece  of  News ;  especially  con- 
fidering  that  by  the  means  of  that  Peace,  he  and 
his  Nation  would  be  given  up  as  a  Sacrifice  for  the 
Welfare  of  the  French.  When  the  Governor  had 
made  an  End  of  his  Remonftrance,  the  Rat  ac- 
knowledge, that  what  he  offered  was  very  reafon- 
able,  but  withaj,  that  inftead  of  following  his  Ad- 
vice, he  would  go  and  tarry  for  the  Iroquefe  iiiu- 
balTadors  and  Hoftages  at  the  Cataracts,  by  which 
they  were  oblig'd  to  pals.  He  had  not  tarry  'd  there 
above  five  or  fix  Days,  before  the  unhappy  Depu- 
L  ties 
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^ies  arriv'd  with  a  Train  of  forty  young  Men,  who 
were  all  eiiheir  kill'd  or  taken  as  they  diiembarqued. 
1  he  Prisoners  were  no  iooner  fetter'd,  than  this 
craity  General  of  the  Hurons  reprefented  to  'em, 
thar  the  trench  Governor  had  lent  him  notice  to 
take  up  that  Poft,  in  order  to  lie  in  wait  for  a  Par- 
ty of  fifty  V<  arriors,  that  were  to  pafs  that  way  at 
a  certain  fet  Time.  The  Ircquefe  being  much  fur- 
pris'd  with  the  Apprehenfion  of  the  Perfidioufnefs 
that  he  charged  upon  Mr.  tie  Denonville,  acquainted 
the  Rat  with  the  Defign  upon  which  they  came. 
Upon  that  the  Rat  counterfeited  a  fort  of  Rage  and 
Fury  ;  and  to  play  his  Cards  the  better,  flew  out  in 
InvecTives  againft  Mr.  de  Denonville,  declaring, 
that  fome  time  or  other  he  would  be  reveng'd  upon 
that  Governor,  for  making  him  the  Inftrument  of 
the  moft  barbarous  T  reachery  that  ever  was  acted. 
Then  he  fix'd  his  Eyes  upon  all  the  Prifbners, 
among  whom  was  the  chief  Embaflador  call'd  tfhe - 
ganeforens,  and  fpoke  to  this  purpoft;  Go,  my  Bre- 
thren, though  I  am  at  War  with  you,  yet  Ireleafe  you9 
and  allow  you  to  go  home,  'fis  the  Governor  of  the 
French  that  put  me  upon  this  black  Attion,  which  I 
jhall  never  be  able  to  digefi,  unlefs  your  five  Nations 
revenge  themfelves,  and  make  their  juji  Reprifals. 
This  was  iufficient  to  convince  the  Iroqmfe  of  the 
Sincerity  of  his  Words;  and  they  aflur'dhim  upon 
the  Spot,  that  if  he  had  a  Mind  to  make  a  feparate 
Peace,  the  five  Nations  would  agree  to  it :  Howe- 
ver, the  Rat  having  loft  one  Man  in  this  Adventure, 
kept  an  Iroquefe  Slave  to  fupply  the  Place  of  the 
3VIan  he  had  loft :  And  after  furnifhing  the  Prifoners 
with  Guns,  Powder,  and  Ball,  in  order  to  their  re- 
turn homeward,  march'd  to  MiJJilimakinac,  where 
he  prefented  the  French  Governor  with  the  Slave 
that  he  brought  off  The  poor  Wretch  was  no 
fboner  deliver'd,  than  he  was  condemn'd  to  be  mot; 
for  at  that  time  the  French  Garrifon  did  not  know 

tha 
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that  Mr.  de  Denonville  defign'd  to  clap  up  a  Peace 
with  the  Iroquefe.  The  condemn'd  Prifoner  gave 
an  Account  of  his  Adventure,  and  that  of  the  Am- 
bafladors ;  but  the  French  thought  that  the  fear  of 
Death  made  the  Fellow  talk  idly,  and  were  con« 
firm'd  in  that  Thought,  by  hearing  the  Rat  and  his 
Men  lay,  that  he  was  Light-headed  :  Tnfbmisch,  that 
the  poor  Fellow  was  put  to  Death,  notwithstanding 
all  the  Reafbns  he  could  offer.  The  fame  Day  r.hac 
he  was  mot,  theR^  call'd  an  old  Iroquefe  Slave  that 
had  ferv'd  him  a  long  while,  and  told  him,  he  had 
refolv'd  to  allow  him  the  Liberty  of  returning  to  his 
own  Country,  and  fpending  the  reft  of  his  Days 
among  his  Friends  and  Country-men.  At  the  fame 
time  he  gave  him  to  know,  that  fmce  he  had  been 
an  Eye-witnefs  of  the  barbarous  Ufage  that  his 
Country-man  had  met  with  from  the  Jbrench^  not- 
withftanding  what  he  orTer'd  in  his  own  Defence,  it 
behov'd  him  to  acquaint  his  Countrymen  with  the 
Blacknefs  of  that  Action.  The  manumitted  Slave 
obey'd  his  Orders  fo  punctually,  that  foon  after  the 
Iroquefe  made  an  Incurfion,  at  a  time  when  the  Go- 
vernor did  not  dream  of  any  fuch  thing,  for  he  had 
us'd  the  Precaution  of  giving  the  Iroqutfe  to  mider- 
ftand,  that  he  difallow'd  of  the  Rat  s  Treachery  ; 
infomuch,  that  he  had  a  mind  to  have  him  hang'd  $ 
and  upon  this  Profped:,  expected  hourly  ten  or 
twelve  Deputies  to  conclude  the  Peace  he  fo  much 
defir'd. 

In  effect  the  Deputies  did  come,  but  neither  their 
Number  nor  their  Defign  was  iuitable  to  what  the 
Governor  had  promifed  to  himfelC  Twelve  hun- 
dred Warriors  landed  at  the  Lands-end  of  thelfiand 
of  Monreal,  and  burnt  and  lack'd  all  the  Plantations 
in  that  Quarter:  They  maffacred  Men,  Women j 
and  Children  ;  and  Madam  de  Denonvilte,  who  was 
then  at  Monreal  with  her  Husband,  did  not  think 
herfelf  fafe  in  that  Place.  A  general  Confirmation 
L  2  was 


*4-8  Some  New  Voyages 

was  fpread  all  about ;  for  the  Barbarians  were  not 
above  three  Leagues  from  Monreal.  They  burnt 
all  the  adjacent  Settlements,  and  block'd  up  two 
Forts.  Mr.  de  Denonville  fent  out  a  Detachment  of 
a  hundred  Soldiers  and  fiftv  Savages  to  oppofe  'em, 
being  unwilling  to  fpare  a  greater  Number  out  of  the 
City  :  but  all  the  Men  of  the  Detachment  were  either 
taken  or  cut  in  pieces,  excepting  twelve  Savages, 
one  Soldier,  and  Mr.  de  Longuetl  who  commanded 
the  Party,  and  wds  carried  off  by  the  twelve  Sava- 
ges after  his  Thigh  was  broke:  The  other  Officers, 
namely,  the  Sieurs  de  la  Kaberre,  Denis,  la  Plante, 
and  Vdledene,  were  all  taken  Prifoners.  In  a  Word, 
the  Barbarians  laid  almoft  the  whole  Ifland  wafte, 
and  loft  only  three  Men,  who  having  drank  to  Ex- 
cels of  the  Wine  they  found  in  the  Plantations,  were 
decoy 'd  into  a  Fort  by  a  Canadefe  Cow-keeper,  that 
had  been  their  Slave  for  fome  Years.  As  ibon  as 
the  three  unfortunate  Iroquefe  arriv'd  in  the  Fort, 
they  were  thrown  into  a  Cellar  to  fleep  themfelves 
ibber:  and,  queftionlefs,  as  foon  as  they  wak'd 
they  repented  of  their  exceflive  Drinking.  When 
they  wak'd,  they  fell  immediately  a  finging;  and 
when  the  Garrifon  offer'd  to  fetter  'em,  and  carry 
'em  to  Monreal,  they  flew  to  fome  Clubs  that  lay 
in  the  Cellar,  and  made  fuch  a  vigorous  and  brave 
Defence,  that  the  Garrifon  was  forc'd  to  fhoot  'em 
upon  the  Spot.  The  Cow-keeper  being  brought 
before  Mr.  de  Denonville,  he  told  him,  that  the 
Breach  made  by  the  Rat's  Contrivance  was  irrepar- 
able; that  the  five  Iroquefe  Nations  refented  that 
Adventure  with  fo  much  Warmth,  that  'twas  im- 
poffible  to  difpofe  'em  to  a  Peace  in  a  fhort  Time  h 
that  they  were  fo  far  from  being  angry  with  that  Hu- 
ron for  what  he  did,  that  they  were  willing  to  enter 
into  a  Treaty  with  him,  owning  that  he  and  his 
Party  had  done  nothing  but  what  became  a  brave 
Man  and  a  good  Ally.     Doubtlefs  this  fatal  Incur- 

Hon 
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lion  was  a  great  Surprifal  to  Mr.  de  DenonviUe,  and 
afforded  him  a  copious  Field  for  Reflection.  'Twas 
already  impoflible  to  continue  the  Poffeffion  of  Fort 
Frontenac-,  where  they  began  to  want  Provifions, 
and  which  could  not  be  relieved  without  expofing  a 
great  many  Men  to  the  Danger  of  the  Paffes  or  Ca- 
taracts, which  I  have  mention'd  fo  often.  There 
was  a  downright  Neceflity  of  calling  out  the  Garri- 
ibn,  and  blowing  up  the  Fort,  but  the  Difficulty  lay 
in  finding  a  Man  to  carry  Orders  for  that  effect  to 
the  Governor,  for  nobody  durft  undertake  it,  till 
the  Sieur  Peter  de  Arpentigni  offer'd  to  go  all  alone 
through  the  Forefts ;  and  accordingly  he  went,  and 
did  his  Bufinefs  fuccefsfully.  The  Orders  were  ex- 
tream  welcome  to  Mr.  de  Valrenes,  the  Governor  of 
the  Fort  for  the  time;  who,  upon  the  receiving  of 
'em,  run  a  Mine  under  the  four  Baftions,  which, 
with  the  Powder  he  put  in,  was  reckon'd  fufficient 
to  blow  it  up.  This  done,  he  embarqu'd,  and  came 
down  the  River  through  the  Cataracts  to  Monreal^ 
where  he  found  Mr.  de  Denonville,  and  accompany'd 
him  hither.  That  Officer  did  not  only  abdicate  the 
Fort  of  Frontenac,  but  fet  fire  to  the  three  great 
Barques  that  they  us'd  to  ply  with  upon  the  Lake, 
both  to  awe  the  Iroquefe  in  time  of  War,  and  to  con- 
vey Commodities  to  'em  in  time  of  Peace.  Mr.  de 
Denonville  acted  a  prudent  Part  in  relinquifhing 
both  this  Fort  and  that  of  Niagara-,  for,  in  earned, 
thefe  two  Potts  are  indefenfible,  by  reafbn  of  the 
inacceflible  Cataracts,  upon  which  an  Ambufcado 
of  ten  Iroquefe  may  repulfe  a  thouiand  Frenchmen  by 
the  throwing  of  Stones.  But  after  all  I  muft  own, 
that  the  Welfare  and  Preservation  of  our  Colonies 
had  an  abfolute  Dependance  upon  thefe  two  Forts, 
which  fcem'd  to  infure  the  utter  Deftruclion  of  the 
Iroquefe  ±  for  they  could  notftir  out  of  their  Villages 
to  Hunt,  or  to  Fifli,  without  running  the  Rifque  of 
having  their  Throats  cut  by  the  Savages  in  Alliance 
L  3  with 
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with  us,  who  being  then  affur'd  of  a  fafe  Retreat, 
would  have  made  continual  lncurfions  into  the  Coun- 
try of  thofe  Barbarians :  And  by  this  means  the  Iro- 
quefe  being  unprovided  with  Beaver-skins  to  be  gi- 
ven in  exchange  for  Guns,  Powder,  Ball,  and  Nets, 
would  be  ftarv'd  to  Death,  or  at  leaft  be  oblig'd  to 
depart  their  Country. 

In  the  end  of  September  Mr.  de  Bonaventure,  Cap- 
tain and  Owner  of  a  Merchant  Ship,  arriv'd  in  this 
Port,  and  brought  the  News  of  Mr.  de  Frontenac's 
Reinfrallment  in  the  Place  of  Governor-General  of 
Canada ,  and  of  the  Re-calling  of  Mr.  de  Denonville, 
whom  the  Duke  de  Beawvilliers  has  recommended 
to  the  King,  for  the  Place  of  Sub-Governor  to  the 
Princes  his  Grandfons.  Some  People  are  uneafy  at 
the  re-calling  of  this  Governor ;  and  'tis  faid,  that 
the  Reverend  Fathers  the  Jefuits,  fall  under  the 
Number  of  the  Malecontents :  For  if  we  may  credit 
the  Reports  of  the  Country,  they  contributed  in  a 
great  meafure,  to  the  re-calling  of  Mr.  de  Frontenac 
feven  or  eight  Years  ago,  by  acting  in  concert  with 
ihe  Intendant  of  Cbefueau,  and  iiipreme  Council, 
and  drawing  up  Accufations  againft  him  which  had 
the  defired  Effect ;  though  now  the  King  fhews  that 
he  i§  undeceiv'd,  by  reinstating  that  Gentleman  once 
more  in  this  Government,  In  the  mean  time  the 
£>tatefrnen  of  the  Country  that  are  moft  guilty, 
jcnow  not  how  to  drefs  this  Kettle  of  Fifli ;  for  they 
make  no  queftion  but  the  New  Governor  will  retain 
a  juft  Refentment  of  what's  paft.  But  the  Gentle- 
men, Merchants,  and  other  Inhabitants,  are  mak- 
ing Preparations  for  fblemnizing  his  Arrival,  which 
they  expect  wich  as  much  Impatience,  as  the  Jews 
#o  the  Meffias.  The  very  Savages  that  live  in  the 
Skirts  of  the  Colony,  fhew  an  uncommon  Joy  upon 
the  Hopes  of  his  Return  :  And  indeed,  we  need  not 
pink  it  ftrange,  for  that  Governor  drew  Efteem 
and  Veneration,  not  only  from  the  French,  but  from 

all 
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all  the  Nations  of  this  vaft  Continent,  who  look'd 
upon  him  as  their  Guardian  Angel.  Mr.  de  Denon- 
villc  begins  to  pack  up  his  Baggage,  and  that  in  ef- 
fect, is  all  I  can  fay  of  him.  'lis  none  of  my  Bu- 
finefs  to  meddle  with  an  Infinity  of  Affairs,  that  re- 
late to  the  Gentleman's  private  Intereft.  As  to  the 
Queftion,  whether  he  has  manag'd  well  or  ill,  du- 
ring the  Courfe  of  his  Government,  or  whether  he 
was  lov'd  or  hated,  I  know  nothing  of  the  Matter. 
I  am  at  a  Loft  to  know  whether  he  kept  a  good  or 
fbrry  Table,  for  indeed  I  was  never  at  it.  Adieu. 

I  make  Account  to  fet  out  for  Kocbel,  when  the 
VefTel  that  brings  our  new  Governor,  returns  for 
France.    I  am, 

SIR,  Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XVIII. 
Dated  at  Quebec  Nov.  15.  1685?. 

Giving  an  Account  of  Mr.  de  Frontenac'j  Arri- 
val, his  Reception,  his  Voyage  to  Monreal,  and 
the  repairing  of  Fort  Frontenac. 

SIR, 

THE  Intelligence  you  give  me  of  the  adjudging 
of  the  Lands  of  Lahontan,  would  have  drove 
me  to  defpair  j  if  you  had  not  aflur'd  me  at  the  fame 
time,  that  I  might  recover  it  after  a  Century  of 
Years,  (if  I  had  the  Misfortune  to  live  fo  long)  up- 
on the  Condition  of  reimburling  to  the  PofTeflbr, 
the  Sum  that  he  pay'd  for  it,  and  of  proving  that  I 
was  actually  in  the  King's  Service  in  the  remote  Parts 
of  the  World,  when  that  Eftate  was  fold.  Tofpeak 
to  the  Purpofe,  Mr.  de  Frontenac  has  countermand- 
L  4  ed 
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ed  the  Leave  I  had  to  go  for  France,  and  has  offer'd 
me  a  free  Accefs  to  his  Pocket  and  his  Table.  AW 
the  Arguments  I  offer'd,  have  no  Influence  upon 
him,  and  io  I  am  bound  to  obey. 

This  new  Governor  arriv'd  at  ghiebec  the  i$tb  of 
October.  He  came  on  more  at  eight  a  Clock  at 
Night,  and  was  receiv'd  by  the  Supreme  Council, 
and  all  the  Inhabitants  in  Arms,  with  Flambeaux 
both  in  the  City,  and  upon  the  Harbour,  with  a 
triple  Difcharge  of  the  great  and  fmall  Guns,  and 
Illuminations  in  all  the  Windows  of  the  City.  That 
fame  Night  he  was  complimented  by  all  the  Compa- 
nies of  the  Town,  and  above  all,  by  the  Jefuits, 
who  upon  that  Occafion  made  a  very  pathetick 
Speech,  though  the  Heart  had  lefs  Hand  in  it,  than 
the  Mouth.  The  next  Day  he  was  vifited  by  all  the 
J^adies,  whofe  inward  Joy  appear'd  in  their  Counte- 
nances, as  much  as  in  their  Words.  Several  Fer- 
fons  made  Fire-works,  while  the  Governor  and  his 
Retinue  fling  %e  Deum  in  the  great  Church.  Thefe 
fblemn  Demonftrations  of  Joy,  increas'd  from  Day 
to  Day,  till  the  new  Governor  fet  out  for  Monreal^ 
and  the  Conduct  of  the  People  upon  this  Head,  af- 
forded fignal  Proofs  of  the  Satisfaction  they  had  in 
his  Return,  and  of  their  retting  alTur'd,  that  his  wife 
Conduct,  and  noble  Spirit,  would  preferve  the  Re- 
pofe  and  Tranquillity  that  he  always  kept  up,  du- 
ring his  firft  ten  Years  Government.  All  the  World 
ador'd  him,  and  ftyl'd  him  Redemptor  Patrice ;  to 
which  Title  he  had  a  juft  Claim,  for  all  the  Inhabi- 
tants of  thefe  Colonies  agree,  that  when  he  came 
firft  to  Canada,  he  found  all  things  in  Confufion  and 
Diftrefs.  At  that  time  the  Iroquefe  had  burnt  all 
the  Plantations,  and  cut  the  Throats  of  fome  thou- 
fands  of  the  French ;  the  Farmer  was  knock'd  on  the 
Head  in  his  Field ;  the  Traveller  was  murder'd  up- 
on the  Road,  and  the  Merchant  ruin'd  for  want  of 
Commerce ;  All  the  Planters  were  pinch'd  with  Fa- 
mine, 
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mine,  the  War  render'd  the  Country  defolate ;  and, 
in  a  Word,  New-France  had  infallibly  perifb'd,  it' 
this  Governor  had  not  made  that  Peace  with  the 
Barbarians,  that  I  fpoke  of  in  my  fifth  Letter.  The 
bringing  of  that  Peace  to  bear,  was  an  Aclion  of 
greater  Importance,  than  you  can  well  imagine; 
for  theic  Barbarians  grounded  all  their  Wars  upon 
a  peribnal  Enmity,  whereas  the  European  Ruptures 
depend  more  upon  Intereft  than  upon  pure  Revenge. 
Mr.  de  St.  Valiers  the  Bifhop  of  Quebec,  arriv'd 
likewise  on  the  i$th  at  the  fame  Port.  He  had  im- 
barqu'd  in  the  preceding  Spring,  on  board  of  a 
Bark  that  he  had  hir'd  to  tranfport  him  to  Acadia, 
to  Newfound-land,  and  to  the  other  Countries  of  his 
Diocefe.  Mr.  de  Front enac  our  Governor,  fet  out 
for  Monreal  in  a  Canow,  four  or  five  Days  after  his 
Arrival ;  and  I  had  the  Honour  to  accompany  him. 
All  Endeavours  were  us'd  to  difluade  him  from  un- 
dertaking that  Voyage,  when  the  Seafon  was  fo 
cold,  and  fo  far  advanc'd  ;  For,  as  I  inform'd  you 
before,  the  Ice  is  thicker  and  ftronger  here  in  Offob.. 
than  'tis  at  Paris  in  January ;  which,  is  very  ftrange. 
Notwithstanding  all  the  Remonftrances  drawn  from, 
the  Hardfhips  and  Inconveniencies  of  the  Voyage, 
he  flighted  the  Fatigues  of  the  Water,  and  threw 
himfelf  into  a  Canow  in  the  fixty-eighth  Year  of  his 
Age.  Nay,  he  took  the  Abdication  of  Fort  Froti~ 
tenac  fo  much  to  Heart,  that  he  had  gone  (freight 
thither,  if  the  Nobility,  the  PriefVs,  and  the  Inha- 
bit its  oi  Monrealyhad  not  intreated  h;m,  with  joint 
Supplications,  not  to  expofe  his  Perfon  to  the  Dan- 
ger of  the  Falls  and  Cataracts  that  lie  in  that  Paf- 
fage.  In  the  mean  time  ibme  Gentlemen  of  Canada, 
followed  by  a  hundred  Coureurs  de  Bois,  under  the 
Command  of  Mr  Mantet,  ventur'd  upon  the 
Voyage,  with  intent  to  learn  the -State  of  the  Fort. 
I  acquainted  you  in  my  Jail  Letter,  that  Mr,  de  Val- 
renes  had  blown  up  the  Walls  pf  the  Fort,  when 

he 
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he  made  his  Retreat ;  but  by  good  luck,  the  Da- 
mage was  not  fo  great  as  'twas  took  to  be  •  for  the 
Party  commanded  by  Mr.  Mantet,  have  already 
rear'd  up  the  ruinous  Wall  to  the  height  of  fome 
Fathoms,  and  will  continue  to  Work  upon  the  Re- 
pair of  the  Fort  all  this  Winter.  This  News  Mr. 
de  Front  emu  receiv'd  laft  Night,  which  was  the  fixth 
after  his  Return  to  this  City. 

I  had  forgot  to  tell  you,  that  he  brought  with  him 
out  of  France,  fome  of  thofe  Iroquefe  that  Mr.  de 
Denonville  had  fent  to  the  Galleys,  as  I  intimated  in 
my  thirteenth  Letter ;  the  reft  having  periih'd  in 
their  Chains.  Of  all  thele  unfortunate  Barbarians 
that  he  has  brought  back,  the  moft  confiderable  is 
one  that  goes  by  the  Name  of  Oreouabe.  He  was 
not  us'd  as  a  Galley  Slave,  in  regard  that  he  was  the 
Leader  of  the  Goyoguans,  and  the  Governor  has 
lodg'd  him  in  the  Caftle,  in  confideration  of  the 
Efteem  he  (hews  both  for  Mr.  de  Frontenac,  and  for 
the  French  Nation,  Some  flatter  themfeives  with  the 
Hopes,  that  iome  Accommodation  with  the  five  Iro- 
quefe Nations  may  be  effected  by  his  Mediation  ; 
and  for  that  end  Prcpofals  of  Peace  are  now  in  Agi- 
tation :  But  I  have  three  good  Reafons  for  predict- 
ing, that  fiicii  a  Defigo  will  prove  abortive.  I  have 
already  laid  thefe  Reafons  before  Mr.  de  Frontenac9 
who  gave  me  to  know,"  that  after  the  Departure  of 
the  Ships,  he  would  difcourfe  me  upon  that  Head. 
I  fhali  »  ot  offer  at  the  Particulars  of  his  Interview, 
with  Monfieur  and  Madam  dp  Denonville ;  till  fuch 
time  as  you  and  I  have  an  Opportunity  of  talking 
under  the  Rofe.  Some  Officers  accompany  Mr.  de 
Denonville  and  his  Lady  to  France,  in  hopes  of  be- 
ing preferr'd.  In  all  probability  the  Ships  will  let 
fail  to  Morrow,  for  we  have  now  a  fair  and  gentle 
Wefterly  Gale ;  befides,  that  the  Seafon  for  quitting 
this  Port,  is  almoft  (pent.    I  am, 

SIR,  Tours,  &c. 
LET- 
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LETTER     XIX. 

Dated  atMonreal,  October  2.  1690. 

Relating  the  Attempts  upon  New-England  and 
New- York  5  a  fatal  Embaffy  fent  by  the 
French  to  the  Iroquefe ;  and  an  ill-concerted 
Enterprife  of  the  Englifh  and  the  Iroquefe,  in 
marching  by  Land  to  Attack  the  French  Co- 
lony. 

SIR, 

A  Bout  fifteen  Days  fince,a  Ship  of  Rochel,  laden 
with  Wine  and  Brandy,  arriv'd  in  this  Har- 
bour ;  and  the  Captain  took  care  to  convey  a  Let- 
ter from  you  to  my  Hands.  As  to  your  Defire  of 
having  a  circumftantial  Account  of  the  Trade  of 
Canada,  I  cannot  fatisfy  it  at  prefent,  for  I  am  not 
as  yet  fo  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all  its  Bran- 
ches. But  I  allure  you,  that  fome  time  or  other  I 
fhall  fend  you  fuch  Memoirs,  as  will  give  you  Satis- 
faction upon  that  Head.  In  the  mean  time,  I  hope 
you'll  be  contented  with  an  Account  of  what  pafs'd 
in  this  Country  fince  the  Date  of  my  laft. 

As  foon  as  Mr.  Denonville  fet  out  from  Quebec, 
upon  his  Return  to  France,  Mr.  de  Frontenac  took 
PoflTeflion  of  the  Fort,  which  is  the  common  Refi- 
dence  of  our  Governor -General;  and  order'd  one 
of  our  beft  Architects  to  make  Preparations  for  re- 
building it  as  foon  as  he  could. 

In  the  Beginning  of  this  Year,  Mr.  d*  Iberville  at- 
tempted to  pillage  a  (mall  Village  in  New-Tor  k,  calfd 
by  the  Iroquefe  Corlar ,  which  Name  they  likewife 
give  to  all  the  Governors  qf  that  EngUJb  Colony. 

This 
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This  Gentleman,  who  is  a  Canadefe,  was  attended 
by  five  hundred  Coureurs  de  Bois,  and  the  like  num- 
ber of  Savages ;  and  the  whole  Party  made  the  Ex- 
pedition over  Snow  and  Ice,  notwithstanding  they 
had  three  hundred  Leagues  to  march  backward  and 
forward,  and  that  the  P^oads  were  very  rugged  and 
troublefbme.  Mr.  $  Iberville  met  with  wonderful 
Succefs,  for  after  he  hadpillag'd,  burnt,  and  fack'd 
that  little  Village,  with  the  adjacent  Cantons,  he 
fell  in  with  a  Party  of  an  hundred  Jroquefe,  and 
defeated  'em  intirely.  Much  about  the  fame  Mr. 
de  Portneuf,  another  Canada  Gentleman,  march'd 
out  at  the  Head  of  three  hundred  Men,  one  half 
Savages,  and  the  other  half  Coureurs  de  Bois,  with 
intent  to  poffeis  himfelf  of  a  Fort  belonging  to  the 
Engfijh9  call'd  Kenebeki,  which  (lands  upon  the 
Sea  Coaft  of 'New- England,  towards  the  Frontiers  of 
Acadia.  The  Garrifon  of  this  Fort  made  a  brave 
Defence :  But  there  being  great  Quantities  of  Gra- 
nado's  and  other  Fire-works  thrown  in  upon  'em, 
while  the  Savages  (contrary  to  their  Cuftom)  fcal'd 
the  Palifadoes  on  all  Hands,  the  Governor  was 
oblig'd  to  furrender  upon  Difcretion.  'Tis  faid, 
that  in  this  Action  the  Coureurs  de  Bois  did  their 
Duty  very  bravely,  but  the  Ehterprize  had  prov'd 
fuccefslefs*  without  the  Afliftance  of  the  Savages. 

As  foon  as  the  Rivers  were  navigable,  Mr.  de 
Frontenac  offer'd  to  fend  me  with  Propofals  of  Peace 
to  the  Iroquefe.  But  I  made  Anfwer,  that  finqe  his 
Pocket  and  Table  had  been  free  to  me  during  the 
Winter,  I  could  not  imagine  that  he  had  a  Mind 
to  be  rid  of  me  fo  foon.  Being  oblig'd  by  this  Re- 
ply to  unfold  my  Meaning,  I  remonilrated  to  him, 
that  the  King  of  England  having  loft  his  Crown, 
and  War  being  prociaim'd,  the  Governors  of  New- 
England  and  New-Tor  k,  would  infallibly  ufe  their 
utmoft  Efforts  to  excite  thefe  Banditto's  to  redouble 
their  Incurfions  5  that  for  that  end  they  would  fur* 

nilh 
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nifh  'em  with  Ammunition  gratis,  and  even  joyn 
'em  in  order  to  attack  our  Towns  3  and  above  all, 
that  the  Intrigue  of  the  Rat  had  lb  provok'd  'em, 
that,  in  my  Opinion,  'twas  impoffible  to  appeafe  'em. 
Upon  theie  Confiderations,  1  humbly  befeech'd  him 
to  have  fome  other  Perfon  in  his  View,  in  cafe  he 
perfifted  in  his  Defign  of  making  a  Trial  of  that 
Nature.  The  Chevalier  Do  was  Tingled  out  for  this 
fatal  EmbafTy,  being  attended  by  one  Colin,  as  In- 
terpreter of  the  Iroquefe  Language,  and  two  young 
Canadans.  They  fet  out  in  a  Canow,  and  when 
they  came  in  fight  of  the  Village  of  the  Onnontagues, 
were  receiv'd  with  the  honourable  Salvo  of  feveral 
good  Blows,  and  conducted  with  the  fame  Ceremo- 
ny to  the  Village.  Such  a  Reception  could  not  but 
be  difagreeable  to  the  Gentleman  that  came  to  make 
Offers  of  a  Peace.  The  ancient  Men  being  quickly 
aflfembled,  thought  it  moft  proper  to  lend  'em  back 
with  a  favourable  Anfwer,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
ingage  fome  of  the  Agnies  and  Onnoyotes,  to  lie  in 
wait  for  'em  at  the  Cataracts  of  the  River,  and 
there  kill  two,  fending  the  third  back  to  Quebec, 
and  carrying  the  fourth  to  their  Village,  where 
there  would  be  found  fome  Englijb  that  would  moot 
'em,  that  is,  that  would  give  them  the  fame  Ufage 
as  the  Rat  did  to  their  AmbaiTadors:  So  true  it  Ts, 
that  that  Action  flicks  in  their  Stomachs.  This 
Project  had  actually  been  put  in  Execution,  if  it  had 
not  been  for  fome  of  the  Planters  of  Neiv-Tork, 
who  were  then  among  the  Barbarians,  having  come 
thither  on  purpofe  to  animate  'em  againft  us.  Thefe 
Planters  knew  fo  well  how  to  influence  the  Barba- 
rians, that  were  already  bent  upon  Revenge ;  that 
a  Company  of  young  Barbarians  burnt  'em  all  alive, 
excepting  the  Chevalier  Do,  whom  they  tied  Hand 
and  Foot,  and  fent  him  bound  to  Bojlon,  with  a 
Defign  to  pump  out  of  him,  a  View  of  the  Condi- 
tion of  our  Colonies  and  Forces.    This  piece  of 

News 
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News  we  receiv'd  two  Months  after,  by  lome  Slaves 
that  made  their  Eicape  from  the  Iroquefe ;  and  Mr. 
de  Frontenac,  when  furpriz'd  with  fuch  difmal  News, 
declar'd,  that  out  of  twenty  Captains  that  offer'd 
to  execute  that  Commiffion,  and  would  have  taken 
the  Imployment  for  an  Honour,  I  was  the  only 
one  that  had  been  capable  of  forefeeing  its  bad 
Succefs. 

June  the  24^,  I  imbarqu'd  for  this  Place  in  a 
iluggifn  Brigantine,  that  the  Captain  of  the  Gover- 
nor's Guards  had  caus'd  to  be  built  the  foregoing 
Winter.  This  venerable  Veflel  had  the  Honour  to 
lodge  the  Intendant  and  his  Lady;  and  all  of  us 
being  in  no  hafte,  fpent  ten  or  twelve  Days  by  the 
Way,  and  feafted  like  Kings  every  Night.  Mr.  de 
Frontenac  mark'd  out  a  Fort  in  his  PafTage  to  the 
City  of  Trois  Rivieres,  which  I  fpoke  of  before. 
Fifteen  Days  after  our  Arrival  in  this  Place,  a  cer- 
tain Savage  whoie  Name  was  Flake,  came  and  gave 
us  notice,  that  he  had  difcovcr'd  a  Body  of  a  thou- 
fand  Englifljy  and  five  hundred  Iroquefe  that  march'd 
up  to  attack  us.  Upon  this  Intelligence,  all  our 
Troops  crofs'd  over  to  the  Meadow  of  Madelaine, 
oppofite  to  this  City,  and  there  incamp'd,  in  con- 
junction with  three  or  four  hundred  Savages  that 
were  our  Allies,  in  order  to  give  the  Enemy  a  warm 
Reception..  Our  Camp  was  no  fooner  form'd,  than 
Mr.  de  Frontenac  detach'd  two  or  three  fmall  Par- 
ties of  the  Savages  to  obferve  the  Enemy.  Thefe 
Parties  came  foon  back,  after  having  furpriz'd  lome 
ftragling  Iroquefe  at  hunting  on  the  Confines  of 
Champlaine  Lake :  The  Prifoners  inform'd  us,  that 
the  EngHjh  being  unable  to  encounter  the  Fatigues 
of  the  March,  and  unprovided  with  a  fufficient 
Stock  of  Provifions,  both  they  and  the  Iroquefe  were 
return'd  to  their  own  Country.  This  Account  be- 
ing confirm' d  by  other  Savages,  our  Troops  de- 
camp'd,and  march'd  back  to  this  Placeairom  whence 

I  was 
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I  was  detach'd  fome  Days  after  to  command  a  Par- 
ty that  was  to  cover  the  Reapers  of  Fort  Roland, 
which  lies  in  this  Ifland.  When  the  Harveft  was 
over  I  return'd  to  this  Place,  along  with  the  Hmons 
and  the  Outaouas^  who  had  come  down  from  their 
own  Country,  in  purfuit  of  their  ufual  Trade  in 
Skins,  an  Account  of  which  you  had  in  my  eighth 
Letter.  Thefe  Traders  continued  here  in  fifteen 
Days,  and  then  march'd  home. 

This,  Sir,  is  a  Summary  of  all  our  Occurrences 
of  Moment  fince  the  Jaft  Year.  About  fifteen  Days 
hence,  I  think  to  fet  out  for  Quebec ,  in  Mr.  de  Fron- 
tenac's  Brigantine.  I  conclude  with  my  ufual  Com- 
pliment, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XX. 

Dated  at  Roc  be  I,  January  12,  1691." 

Being  a  Relation  of  a  Second  and  very  important 
Expedition  of  the  Englifh  by  Sea*,  in  which  is 
contain  da  Letter  written  by  the  Englifh  Ad- 
miral to  Count  Frontenac,  with  the  Gover- 
nor's verbal  Anfwer.  As  alfo  an  Account  of 
the  Author* s  Departure  for  France. 

SIR, 

I  Am  arriv'd  at  laft  at  Rechel,  from  whence  I  now 
tranfmit  you  a  Relation  of  all  that  pafs'd  in 
Canada,  fince  the  Date  of  my  laft  Letter.  In  the 
fpace  of  a  few  Days  after  that  Date,  Mr.  de  Fron- 
tenac receiv'd  Advice  that  a  ftrong  Fleet  of  EwUjh 

Ships 


160  Some  Nenv  Voyages 

Ships  amounting  to  thirty-four  Sail,  was  feen  near 
Sadoujfac.  Immediately  he  got  on  board  of  his  Bri- 
gantine,  and  order'd  all  the  Troops  to  imbarque  in 
Canows  and  Boats,  and  to  row  Night  and  Day  to 
prevent  the  Enemy ;  all  which  was  happily  put  in 
Execution.  At  the  fame  time  he  gave  Orders  to  Mr. 
de  Callieres,  to  bring  down  as  many  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants as  pofiibly  he  could.  We  row'd  with  fuch 
Expedition,  and  Diligence,  that  we  arriv'd  the  %d 
Day  at  Quebec.  As  foon  as  Mr.  de  Frontenac  de- 
baiqued,  he  view'd  the  weakeft  Pofts,  and  order'd 
3em  to  be  fortified  without  iofs  of  time:  He  rais'd 
Batteries  in  feveral  places,  and  though  in  that  capi- 
tal City  we  had  but  twelve  great  Guns,  and  but 
little  Ammunition,  yet  he  feem'd  to  be  refolutely 
bent  upon  an  obftinate  Refiftance  to  the  Efforts  of 
the  Enemy's  Fleet,  which  in  the  mean  time  ftood 
catching  of  Flies,  at  the  diftance  of  two  Leagues 
from  Quebec.  We  took  the  Advantage  of  their  flow 
Approaches,  and  work'd  inceffantly  to  put  our  felves 
in  a  Poftureof  Defence.  Our  Troops,  our  Militia, 
and  our  confederate  Savages,  came  up  to  us  on  all 
Hands,  "f  is  certain,  that  if  the  Englifc  Admiral 
had  made  his  Defcsnt  before  our  Arrival  at  Quebec, 
or  even  two  Days  after,  he  had  carried  the  Place 
without  ftriking  a  Blow  ;  for  at  that  time  there  was 
not  two  hundred  French  in  the  City,  which  lay 
open,  and  expos'd  on  all  Hands.  But  inftead  of 
doing  that,  he  caft  Anchor  towards  the  Point  of 
the  Ifland  of  Orleans,  and  loft  three  Days  in  con- 
futing with  the  Capcains  of  the  Ships,  before  they 
came  to  a  Refolution.  He  took  the  Sieur  Jolici 
with  his  Lady  and  his  Mother-in- Law,  in  a  Bark  in 
the  River  of  St  Laurence.  Three  Merchant-men 
from  France,  and  one  laden  with  Beaver-Skins  from 
Hudjous-Ray,  enter'd  the  River  of  Sa^uenay,  by  the 
way  of  q'adouffac^  where  they  fculk'd,  and  after 
hauling  their  Guns  alhoar3  rais'd  very  good  Batte- 
ries. 
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rles.  To  be  fhort,  the  Officers  cf  the  Enemy's 
Fleet  came  to  a  Resolution  after  the  lofs  of  three  or 
four  days  in  ufelefs  Confutations,  during  which 
time  we  were\joyn'd  on  all  hands  by  great  numbers 
of  Inhabitants  and  Soldiers,  Purfuant  to  the  Refo- 
lution  of  the  Councils  of  War,  the  Englifi  Admiral, 
namely,  Sir  William Phips,  lent  out  his  Sloop  with 
a  French  Flag  upon  it's  trow,  which  made  up  to 
the  City  with  found  of  Trumpet.  Upon  this,  Mr. 
de  Front enac  lent  out  another  with  a  French  Officer 
to  meet  it,  who  found  an  Englifh  Major  in  the 
Sloop,  who  gave  him  to  underftand,  that  he  had 
the  Charge  of  a  Letter  from  his  General,  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  Canada,  and  hop'd  he  might  be  allow'd  to? 
deliver  it  himfelf.  Upon  that  the  French  Officer 
took  him  into  his  Sloop,  and  having  blindfolded 
him,  conducted  him  to  the  Governor's  Chamber  j 
where  his  Face  being  uncover'd,  he  delivered  him 
a  Letter,  the  Subftance  of  which  was  this. 

c  t  Sir  William  Phips,  General  of  the  Forces  of 

*  New-England,  by  Sea  and  Land,  to  Count  jFirptt* 
€  tenac,  Governor  General  of  ^uebec^  by  Orders 
c  from,  and  in  the  name  of  William  III  and  Mary 

*  King  and  Queen  of  England  3  am  come  to  make 
€  my  felf  Mailer  of  this  Country.     But  in  regard 

*  that  I  have  nothing  fo  much  in  view,  as  the  pre- 
€  venting  of  the  Effufion  of  Blood,  I  require  you 
6  to  furrender  at  difcretion,  your  Cities,  Caftles^ 
6  Forts,  Towns,  as  well  as  your  Perfons  ;  alluring 
c  you  at  the  fame  time,  that  you  mail  meet  with 
6  all  manner  of  good  Ufage,  Civility  and  Humanity, 
4  If  you  do  not  accept  of  this  Propoial  without 
e  any  Reftriclion,  1  will  endeavour,  by  the  Affift- 
e  ance  of  Heaven,  on  which  I  rely,  and  the  Force 

of  my  Arms,  to  make  a  Conqueif.  of  'era.     I  ex- 

6   peel  a  pofitive  Anfwcr  in  v  rating  in  the  fpace  ot 

s  an  Hour,  and  in  the  mean  rime  give  you  notice^ 

M  6  shag 
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*  that  after  the  Commencement  of  Hoftilities,  I  (half 
i  not  entertain  any  thoughts  of  Accommodation. 
Sign'd,  William  Pbips. 

After  the  Interpreter  had  tranflated  the  Letter  to 
Mr.  de  Frontenac,  who  was  then  furrounded  with  Of- 
ficers •  he  order'd  the  Captain  of  his  Guards  to 
make  a  Gibbet  before  the  Fort,  in  order  to  hang  the 
poor  Major,  who  in  all  appearance  underflood 
French  ;  for  upon  the  pronouncing  of  this  fatal  Sen- 
tence, he  was  like  to  fwoon  away.  And  indeed  I 
mud  fay,  the  Major  had  fome  reafon  to  be  affe&ed, 
for  he  had  certainly  been  hang'd  if  the  Bifhop  and 
the  Intendant,  who  to  his  good  luck  were  then  pre- 
sent, had  not  interceded  on  his  behalf.  Mr.  de  Fron- 
tenac  pretended,  that  they  were  a  Fleet  of  Pyrates9 
or  of  Perfons  without  Commiffion,  for  that  the 
King  of  England  was  then  in  France.  But  at  laft 
the  Governor  being  appeas'd,  order'd  the  Major 
to  repair  forthwith  on  board  of  his  Admiral,  againit. 
whom  he  could  defend  himfelf  the  better,  for  not 
being  attack'd.  At  the  fame  time  he  declar'd,  that 
he  kriew  no  other  King  of  Great  Britain  than  James 
II,  that  his  rebellious  Subjects  were  Py rates,  and 
that  he  dreaded  neither  their  Force  nor  theirThrcats. 
This  faid,  be  threw  Admiral  Phips's  Letter  in  the 
Major's  Face,  and  then  turn'd  his  Back  upon  him. 
Upon  that  the  poor  ArnbaiTador  took  frefh  Courage, 
and  looking  upon  his  Watch,  took  the  liberty  to 
ask  Mr.  de  Frontenac,  if  he  could  not  have  his  An- 
fwer  in  Writing  before  the  Hour  elaps'd.  But  the 
Governor  made  anfwer  with  all  the  Haughtinefs 
and  Difdain  imaginable,  that  his  Admiral  deferv'd 
no  other  Anfwer,  than  what  flew  from  the  Mouth 
of  Cannons  and  Muskets.  Thefe  Words  were  no 
fooner  pronoune'd,  than  the  Major  was  fore'd  to 
take  his  Letter  again,  and  being  blind-folded,  was 
reconducted  to  his  Sloop,  in  which  he  row'd  to- 
wards the  Fleet  with  all  Expedition.  Ths 
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The  next  day  about  two  in  the  Afternoon,  fixty" 
Sloops  were  fent  afhoar  with  ten  or  twelve  hundred 
Men,  who  flood  upon  the  Sand  in  very  good  or- 
der. After  that  the  Sloops  went  back  to  the  Ships, 
and  brought  afhoar  the  like  Compliment  of  Men, 
which  was  afterwards  joyn'd  by  a  third  Comple- 
ment of  the  fame  number.  As  foon  as  thefe  Troops 
were  landed,  they  began  to  march  towards  the 
City  with  Drums  beating  and  Colours  flying.  This 
Delcent  was  made  over  againft  the  Ifle  of  Orleans, 
about  a  League  and  a  half  below  Quebec ;  but  'twas 
not  fo  expeditious,  but  that  our  confederate  Sava* 
ges,  with  two  hundred  Coureurs  de  Bois,  and  fifty 
Officers,  had  time  to  poll  themfelves  in  a  Copfe  of* 
thick  Brambles,  which  lay  half  a  League  off  the 
Place  of  Landing.  It  being  impoflible  for  fo  fmall 
a  Party  to  come  to  an  open  Battle  with  a  numerous 
Enemy,  they  were  forc'd  to  fight  after  the  manner 
of  the  Savages,  that  is,  to  lay  Ambufcadoes  from 
Place  to  Place  in  the  Copfe,  which  was  a  quarter 
of  a  League  broad.  This  way  of  waging  Waf 
prov'd  wonderfully  fuccefsful  to  us,  for  our  Men 
being  pofted  in  the  middle  of  the  Copfe,  we  fuffer'd 
the  Englijb  to  enter,  and  then  fir'd  upon  'em,  ly* 
ing  flat  upon  the  Ground  till  they  fir'd  their  Pieces  3 
after  Which  we  fprung  upj  and  drawing  into  Knots 
here  and  there,  repeated  our  Fire  with  fuch  Succels, 
that  the  Englijb  Militia  perceiving  our  Savages,  fell 
into  Confufion  and  Diforders  and  their  Battalions 
were  broke ;  infomuch,  that  they  betook  themfelves 
to  flight,  crying  out,  Indians,  Indians,  and  gave 
our  Savages  the  Opportunity  of  making  a  bloody 
Slaughter  among  'em,  for  we  found  three  hundred 
Men  left  upon  the  Spot,  without  any  other  lofs  on 
our  fide  than  that  of  ten  Coureurs  de  Bois,  four 
Officers,  and  two  Savages. 

The  next  day  the  Englijh  landed  four  Pieces  of 

brafs  Cannon  mounted  like  Field-pieces,  and  foughc 
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very  bravely,  though  they  were  very  ill  difciplin'd. 
'Tis  certain  there  was  no  want  of  Courage  on  their 
fide,  and  their  want  of  Succeis  mull  be  imputed  to 
their  unacquaintedneis  with  military  Difcipiine,  to 
their  being  infeebledby  the  Fatigues  of  the  Sea,  and 
to  the  ill  Conduct  of  Sir  William  Pbips^  who  upon 
this  Enterprife  cculd  not  have  done  lefs  than  he 
did,  if  he  had  been  engaged  by  us  to  ftand  ftill 
with  his  Hands  in  his  Pockets.  This  day  pafs'd  over 
more  peaceably  than  the  next,  for  then  the  EngUJJj 
made  a  frefh  Attempt  to  force  their  Paffage  through 
the  Copfe,  by  the  help  of  their  Artillery  ;  but  they 
loft  three  or  four  hundred  more  in  the  Attempt, 
and  were  forc'd  to  retire  with  all  diligence  to  the 
Landing-place  :  On  our  fide  we  loft  Mr.  de  St, 
Helene,  who  dy'd  of  a  Wound  in  his  Leg,  and  abouE 
forty  Frcncb-mcn  and  Savages.  This  Victory  ani- 
mated us  fo  much,  that  we  purfued  the  Englijh  to 
their  Camp,  and  lay  all  Night  flat  upon  the  Ground 
juft  by  it,  with  a  defign  to  attack  it  by  break  of 
Day :  But  they  fav'd  us  the  labour,  for  they  em- 
barked about  Midnight  with  fuch  Confufion,that  we 
kill'd  fifty  more  of 'em,  rather  by  Chance  than  by 
Dexterity,  while  they  were  getting  into  their  Boat*. 
When  Day  came,  we  tranfported  to  Quebec  their 
Tents  and  their  Cannon,  which  they  had  left  behind 
'em  j  the  Savages  being  in  the  mean  time  employ 'd 
in  ftripping  the  Dead  in  the  Wood. 

The  fame  day  that  the  Defcent  was  made,  Sir 
William  Pbips  wcigh'd  and  came  to  an  Anchor  with 
four  great  Ships,  at  the  diftance  of  a  Musket- fhoc 
from  the  lower  City,  where  we  had  only  one  Batte- 
ry of  fix  or  eight  Pounders.  There  he  Cannonadoed 
for  twenty-four  Hours  fo  handfomly,  that  the  Fire 
of  the  great  Guns  equalled  that  of  the  fmall  Arms„ 
The  Damage  they  did  to  the  Roofs  of  the  Houfes, 
amounted  to  five  or  fix  Piftoles ;  for,  as  I  inform'd 
you  in  my  firft  Letter,  the  Walls  of  ehe  Houfes  are 
lo  hard,  that  a  Ball  cannot  pierce  'em,  Whea 
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When  Sir  William  Pbips  had  made  an  end  of  theft 
glorious  Exploits,  he  fent  to  demand  of  Mr.  de 
Frotttenac  fotil&Ettgli/b  Prifoners  in  Exchange  for  the 
Slcurjoliet,  with  his  Wife  and  his  Mother  ,and  fome 
Seamen  j  which  was  forthwith  put  in  execution. 
This  done,  the  Fleet  weigh'd  Anchor  and  fleered 
homeward.  As  foon  as  the  three  Merchant-men 
that  lay  fculking  in  the  River  of  Saguenny9  faw  the 
Fleet  running  below  tfadouffac  with  full  Sail  before 
a  wefterly  Gale,  they  put  their  Guns  aboard,  and 
purfuing  their  Voyage  with  great  Satisfaction,  ar- 
rived at  Quebec  on  the  12th  of  November.  They  had 
fcarce  put  their  Cargoe  on  fhoar,  when  the  bitter 
Cold  covered  the  River  with  Ice,  which  damaged 
their  Ships  Co  much,  that  they  were  forced  to  run 
5em  afhoar.  This  troublefome  Froft  was  as  uneafy 
to  me  as  to  Mr.  de  Frontenac,  for  then  I  faw  that  I 
was  obliged  to  pafs  another  Winter  in  Canada,  and 
Mr.  de  Frontenac  was  at  a  iofs  to  contrive  a  way  of 
fending  the  King  Advice  of  this  Enterprife :  But  by 
good  luck,  there  came  all  of  a  fudden  a  Downfai  of 
Rain,  which  was  followed  by  a  Thaw,  and  was  e- 
qually  acceptable  to  us  both.  Immediately  the  Go- 
vernor ordered  an  unrigged  Frigat  to  be  rigged  and 
fitted  out  -,  which  was  done  accordingly  with  fuch 
Difpatch,  that  the  Ballad,  Sails,  Ropes,  and  Mafts 
were  all  in  order  almoft  as  foon  as  the  Orders  were 
given  out.  When  the  Frigat  was  ready  to  fail,  the 
Governor  told  me,  that  the  making  of  France  as 
foon  as  ever  I  could,  would  be  a  piece  of  important 
Service ;  and  that  I  ought  rather  to  perifh  than  to 
fuffer  myfelf  to  be  taken  by  the  Enemy  ,or  to  put  in  at 
any  Port  whatfoever  by  the  way.  At  the  fame  time 
he  gave  me  a  particular  Letter  to  Mr.  de  Seignelay, 
the  Purport  of  which  was  much  to  my  Advantage. 

I  put  to  Sea  the  20th  of:  November,  the  like  of 

which  was  never  feen  in  that  Place  before.     At  the 

Ifle   of  Coudres  we  'fcap'd  luckily;  £0/  there  the 
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North- Eaft  Wind  blew  fb  hard  upon  us,  that  after 
we  had  drop'd  Anchor,  we  thought  to  have  been 
fplit  in  pieces  in  the  Night-time.  The  reft  of  our 
PaiTage  was  good  enough,  for  we  encountered  but 
one  Storm  till  we  arrived  at  this  Place.  Indeed 
we  met  with  contrary  Winds  about  150  Leagues 
off  the  Coaft  of  France,  which  obliged  us  to  tra- 
verie,  and  lie  by  for  a  long  time ;  and  'twas  for 
this  reafon  that  our  PaiTage  was  fo  long. 

I  hear  you  are  now  in  Provence,  and  that  Mr.  de 
Seignelai  is  gone  upon  a  Voyage  to  the  other  World, 
which  is  of  a  quite  different  nature  from  that  I  have 
juft  performed.  In  earaeft,  Sir,  his  Death  is  the 
Jaft  Misfortune  to  the  Navy  o£  France,  to  the  Colo- 
nies of  the  two  Americas,  and  to  me  in  particular, 
fince  Mr.  de  Frontenac's  recommendatory  Letter  is 
thereby  rendered  ufelefs  to  me.     I  am, 

SIR,  Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XXL 

Dated  at  Rochel,  July  16,  i6$i< 

Containing  a  cDefcription  of  the  Courts  or  Offi- 
ces of  the  Minifters  of  State,  and  a  View  of 
feme  Services  that  are  ill  rewarded  at  Court. 

SIR, 
rip  H  E  Letter  you  writ  to  me  two  Months  ago 
JL  came  to  my  Hands  at  Paris,  but  I  could  not 
give  you  an  Anfwer  there,  becaufe  I  had  not  then 
done  my  Bufinefs.  Now  that  I  am  returned  to  Ro- 
chel, I  have  leifure-time  enough  to  inform  you  of 
all  that  befell  me  fince  my  Return  to  France.  As  fbon 
as  I  arrived  at  Ver failles.l  waited  upon  Mr.  dePont- 

chartrain, 
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chartrain^  who  fucceeded  Mr.  de  Seignelai.  I  repre- 
sented to  him,  that  Mr.  de  Frontenac  had  given  me  a 
Letter  to  his  Predeceffor,  in  which  he  took  notice  of 
the  Services  I  had  done.  I  remonftrated  to  him, 
that  my  Eftate  being  Seized  upon,  and  there  being 
Several  Law-fuits  to  be  adjufted  where  my  Prefence 
v/as  neceffary,  I  hop'd  his  Majefty  would  give  me 
leave  to  quit  his  Service.  He  made  Anfwer,  that 
he  had  been  inform'd  of  the  State  of  my  Affairs, 
and  that  I, was  allow'd  to  purfue  the  Management  of 
'em  till  the  Departure  of  the  laft  Ships  that  are 
bound  this  year  for  Quebec,  to  which  Place  he  meaned 
I  fhould  return.  Having  received  this  Anfwer,  I 
went  from  Verfailies  to  Paris,  where  my  Relations 
drew  me  into  a  Confulcation  of  Several  Councilors, 
who  declar'd  that  my  Affiirs  wereioperplex'd,  that 
in  their  Opinion,  I  could  not  have  'em  adjufted  in  So 
fnort  a  time.  In  the  mean  time,  the  Crowns  I  was 
forc'd  to  lug  out  for  this  Confutation,  turn'd  my 
Stomach  againft  the  going  to  Law  with  Perfons  that 
had  So  much  Intereft  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris  ; 
infomuch,  that  I  was  alrnoft  in  the  mmd  of  lofing 
my  Right,  rather  than  to  enter  upon  the  Law-Suit, 
However,  I  did  not  fail  to  put  in  for  a  Provifion  upon 
my  confiscated  Eftate,  by  vertue  of  my  being  actu- 
ally in  the  Service.  But  the  foliiciting  of  that,  coft 
me  fo  much  Trouble  and  Charges,  that  though  my 
powerful  Adverfaries  had  not  been  able  to  prevent 
the  obtaining  of  my  Requeft,  yet  the  Sum  adjudged 
thereupon,  would  not  be  Sufficient  to  anSwer  the 
Charges  I  was  at.  MeJJietirs  de  Bragelone  are  very 
honourable  Gentlemen,  as  you  know  very  well.  5Tis 
true,  they  love  Piftoles  better  than  their  Relations, 
and  upon  that  Principle  contented  themSelves  in 
doing  me  the  Honour  of  their  good  Advice ;  for 
their  Generofity  does  not  go  much  further  ;  and  if  I 
had  no  other  Refuge  than  theirs,  I  mould  be  but  in 
a  ibrry  Condition.  The  Abbot  of  Ecouttes,  who  is 
M  4  more 
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more  liberal,  tho'  not  fo  rich  as  they,  made  me  a 
Prefent  of  a  hundred  Louis  d'ors,  which  I  applied  to 
the  Payment  of  the  Fees,  for  being  received  into  the 
Order  of  St.  Lazarus.  The  Ceremony  of  that  In- 
ftallment  was  performed  in  Mr.  de  Lowvois's  Cham- 
ber, and  did  not  laft  io  long  as  the  telling  of  the  Mo- 
ney. I  was  in  hopes  that  this  generous  Abbot  would 
have  bellowed  upon  me  ibme  fimple  Benefice  that 
he  might  have  thrown  in  my  way,  without  injuring 
himfeif :  But  it  feems,  a  Scruple  of  Conference  flood 
my  Enemy.  Upon  the  whole,  Sir,  I  was  e'en  fore'd 
at  laft  to  go  to  Verfaiiles  to  follicit  for  a  Place, 
which  is  the  moft  cutting  and  vexatious  Office  in 
the  World.  Do  but  confider,  Sir,  that  in  thofe 
Royal  Apartments  Crowns  fly,  and  no  body  knows 
where  they  go.  One  muft  patiently  attend  five  or 
fix  Hours  a-day  in  Mr.  de  Pontchartrains  Apart- 
ments, only  to  fhew  himfeif  every  time  that  that 
Minifter  goes  out  or  comes  in. 

He  no  fboner  appears,  than  every  one  crowds  in 
to  prefent  Memorials  clogged  with  fifty  Reafons, 
which  commonly  fly  off  as  light  as  the  Wind.  As 
foon  as  he  receives  theft  Petitions,  he  gives  'em  to 
fbme  Secretary  or  other  that  follows  him  j  and  this 
Secretary  carries  'em  to  Meflieurs  de  la  Uottcbe,  de 
Begoit)  and  de  Saluberri  j  whofe  Footmen  receive 
Piilotes  from  moft  of  the  Officers,  who  without 
that  Expedient,  would  be  in  danger  of  catching  cold 
at  the  Door  of  the  Office  of  thefe  Deputies.  'Tis 
from  that  Expedient  alone,  that  their  good  or  bad 
Deftiny  muft  flow.  Pray  undeceive  yourfelf,  as  to 
your  Notion  of  the  Protection  of  great  Lords :  the 
Time  is  gone  in  which  the  Minifters  granted  what- 
ever they  asked  for  their  Baftards,  their  Footmen, 
and  their  VafTals.  There  is  but  two  or  three  Prin- 
ces or  Dukes,  who  being  great  Favourites,  will  med- 
dle in  protecting  thofe  that  have  no  immediate  De- 
pendance  upon  'em  :    And  if  thefe  do  it,  *ris  very 

feldom  g 
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feldom  ;  for  you  know  that  the  Gentry  of  France  is 
in  no  great  Circumftances,  and  thefe  great  Lords 
have  oftentimes  poor  Friends  of  their  own,  for 
whom  they  are  oblig'd  to  ask  Places,  in  order  to 
their  Subfiftence.  As  the  World  goes  now,  the  Mi- 
nifters are  upon  fiich  a  Foot,  that  they'll  refufe  any 
thing  to  Perfonsof  thehigheft  Dignity  about  Court, 
by  replying,  the  King  will  have  it  fo,  or  the  King  wilt 
have  it  otherwife-  And  as  for  the  Topic  of  Merit ; 
that's  fuch  a  frightful  Monfter,  that  it  can  have  no 
Reception  in  the  Minifters  Offices,  nay,  mod  of  the 
Min "liters  are  ftruck  with  Horror  when  they  think  of 
it.  'Tis  the  Minifters,  in  effect,  that  difpofe  of  all 
Places,  though  it  appears  as  if  'twere  the  King. 
They  do  what  they  pleafe,  without  being  accoun- 
table to  him,  for  he  puts  all  upon  the  Affection  and 
Zeal  they  ought  to  have  for  his  Service.  They 
carry  Extracts  to  him,  in  which  the  Merit  of  the 
Officers  they  mean  to  prefer,  is  either  fuppos'd  or 
extoll'd.  But  the  Memorials  of  thofe  they  do  not 
like,  are  far  from  appearing. 

I'm  forry  I  mould  beoblig'd  to  lay  this  Truth  be- 
fore you ;  however,  I  mention  no  particular  Mi- 
nifter,  for  they  are  not  all  of  that  Kidney.  I  know 
fome  of 'em  that  would  fcorn  to  do  the  leaft  Injus- 
tice to  any  Man  whatfoever,  and  would  not  fuffer 
their  Suilfes,  or  their  Lackeys,  or  even  their  Depu- 
ties or  Clerks,  to  intrigue  for  the  Preferment  of 
fuch  and  fuch  Perfbns  by  the  means  of  Piftoles,  Thefe 
dextrous  Intriguers  do  by  indirect  means  make  more 
Officers  than  you  have  Hairs  on  your  Head  ;  and 
'tis  for  that  Reafon  they  are  laluted  a  League  ofF5 
and  dignify'd  as  ferioufly  with  the  Title  of  Monfieiir, 
as  their  Mafters  are  with  that  of  Monfcignenr  or 
Grandeur.  Thefe  laft  Titles  have  been  acquired  by 
our  Minifters  and  Secretaries  of  State,  with  as  much 
Glory  as  by  our  Bifhops.  We  muft  not  think  it 
ftrange  therefore,  that  even  our  General  Officers 
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have  the  Words  Monfeigneur  and  Grandeur  fo  fre- 
quently in  their  Mouths,  provided  it  be  accompany 'd 
with  that  of  your  Excellency.  I  fwear,  Sir,  I  could 
find  Matter  for  a  Book  of  three  hundred  Pages  in 
Folio,  if  I  had  a  mind  to  be  particular  upon  the  In- 
trigues of  the  Officers  and  Minifters  of  State  ;  upon 
the  means  by  which  the  Sollicitors  compafs  their  ends, 
the  notorious  Knavery  of  a  certain  fort  of  People, 
and  the  Patience  with  which  the  Officers  muft  be 
fortified  ;  upon  the  Contempt  that  thofe  meet  with, 
who  have  no  other  Recommendation  than  Merit, 
and  in  a  word,  upon  all  the  Inftances  of  Injuftice, 
that  are  pra&is'd  without  the  King's  Knowledge. 

Let  it  be  as  it  will,  I  muft  acquaint  you,  that  after 
a  fruitlefs  Sollicitation  for  what  I  thought  I  had  fome 
Title  to,  in  Confideration  of  my  Services,  I  receiv'd 
this  Anfwer,  that  the  King  would  order  Mr.  de 
Frontenac  to  provide  for  me  as  handfomly  as  he 
could,  when  an  Occafion  offered  :  So  that  I  was 
forc'd  to  reft  fatisfy'd  with  my  Anfwer,  and  refolve 
to  continue  a  Captain  for  ever,  for  I  know  very 
well,  that  the  Governor  of 'Canada  cannot  prefer  me 
to  a  higher  Poft. 

Having  left  Ver failles,  I  came  hither  with  all  Ex- 
pedition, and  then  went  to  receive  the  Commands 
of  the  Intendant  Rochefort.  He  acquainted  me, 
that  the  Ship  called  Honore  was  fitting  up,  and  that 
I  might  fail  as  foon  as  'twas  ready.  He  recom- 
mended to  me  the  Chevalier  de  Meaupou,  Madam 
Pontchartrains  Nephew,  who  is  to  go  along  with 
me.  This  Gentleman  having  the  Curiofity  to  fee 
Canada,  is  come  hither  from  Paris,  with  a  handfome 
Retinue.  sTis  in  vain  to  fet  forth  to  him  the  Tedi- 
oufnels  of  the  ParTage,  the  Inconveniencies  of  the 
Sea,  and  the  Difagreeablenefs  of  the  Country,  for 
all  thefe  Arguments  ferve  only  to  inflame  his  Curi- 
ofity. The  Count  d'  Aunay  is  to  convoy  us  to  the 
Latitude  of  Cape  Finefterre,  at  which  Place  he  is  to 

take 
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take  leave  of  us,  and  return  to  Rochefovt.     We  only 
{lay  for  a  fair  Wind  to  put  to  Sea.     I  am^ 


SIR, 


Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XXII. 

Dated  at  Quebec  Nov.  10.   1691. 

Which  contains  an  Account  of  the  Author's 
'Departure  from  Rochel  to  Quebec,  of  his 
Voyage  to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  St.  Lau- 
rence, of  a  Rencounter  he  had  with  an 
Englifh  Ship  which  he  fought  •■>  oftheftrand- 
ing  of  his  Ship  5  of  his  failing  through  the 
River  St.  Laurence  ;  of  the  News  he  receiv- 
ed, that  a  Varty  of  the  Englifh  and  Iroqueic 
had  defeated  a  Body  of  the  French  Troops. 

SIR, 

TW  O  Days  after  I  wrote  to  you,  we  fet  fail 
from  the  Harbour  of  Rochel^  upon  our  great 
Voyage  to  Canada.  On  the  5th  of  Angttft-  we  per- 
ceived a  great  Ship,  which  the  Count  of  Aunay  gave 
chafe  to,  who  being  a  better  Sailor,  came  up  with 
her  in  three  Hours  time,  whereupon  fhe  on  a  fud- 
den  put  up  Genoefe  Colours,  Some  Guns  were  fir'd 
upon  the  Prow,  to  oblige  her  to  ftrike  j  but  the  Cap- 
tain was  fb  obftinate,  that  Mr.  d'  Aunay  was  fore'd  to 
give  her  a  Broadfide,  which  kill'd  four  or  five  of 
the  Seamen,  whereupon  the  reft  were  obiig'd  to  put 
out  their  Long-boat,  and  carry  to  his  Ship  their 
Paffports  and  Bills  of  Lading.     On  the  ioth,    after. 
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they  had  taken  the  Latitude,  the  Pilots  thinking  that 
they  were  even  with  Cape  Fimfler,  Mr.  d'Aunay  fenc 
out  his  Long-boat,  to  acquaint:  me  that  he  was  then 
upon   his  Return  home,  upon  which  I  wrote  him  a 
Letter  of  Thanks.  Father  Becbefer  a  Jefuit,  who  had 
been  many  Years  Superior  of  the  College  of  ghiebec, 
whither  he  was  now  going  in  the  fame  Capacity,  was 
forc'd  to  throw  himfelf  into  this  Long-boat,  in  order 
to  his  Return  into  France,  having  found  himfelf  con- 
tinually indifpos'd,  from  the  firft  day  we  put  to  Sea. 
On  the  23d  of  Attguft  we  had  a  great  Storm  of  Wind 
from  the  North-Weft,which  lafted  about  twenty  four 
Hours,  being  then  a  hundred  Leagues  ofr'theBank  of 
Newfoundland,   tfbis  Bank  takes  its  Name  from  the  Jf- 
land  o/Newfound-land,  aMap  ef  which  is  here  annex 'd. 
When  the  Storm  was  over,  there  fucceeded  a  Wind 
from  the  North-Eaft,  which  drove  us  in  ten  or  twelve 
Hours,  to  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  St.  Laurence. 
On  the  6th  of  September  we  difcover'd  a  Ship  failing 
from  the  Coaft  ofGafpe,  which  bore  down  upon  us 
with  a  full  Sail,    We  thought  at  firft  that  they  were 
French  coming  from  Jzhtebec,  but  their  way  of  work- 
ing the  Ship  difcovered  to  us  within  an  Hour  after, 
that  they  were  Enemies.     After  we  knew  them,  we 
prepared   to  fight  them,  and  they  being  about  a 
League  to  the  Windward  of  us,  came  quickly  down 
upon  us   with   full  Sail,  within  Musket-mot.     Pre- 
iently  they  put  up  Englifh  Colours,  and  gave  us  a 
Broad-fide  ;   and  we  put  up  our  own  Colours,   and 
paid  them  home  in  their  own  Coin.  The  Fight  lafted 
two   Flours,  and   both   fides  fir'd    continually  one 
upon  another,    but  the  Sea  being  tempeftuous,  we 
were  obliged  to  (hear  off  as  Night  came  on,  with- 
out fuffering  any  other  Lofs  than  the  wounding  of 
two  Seamen,  and  the  receiving  of  twenty- eight  or 
thirty  Shot  in  our  Marts,  Sails,  and  Rigging.     Two 
Days  after  we  met  Mr.  Duta,,  Captain  of  the  Ha- 
zardous^  who  was  homeward  bound  for  Francs^ 
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being  a  Convoy  to  ten  or  twelve  Merchant  Ships. 
He  gave  me  fome  Refrefhments,  and  told  me  fome 
News  of  Canada,  which  were  very  acceptable.  We 
purfu'd  our  Courie  in  fpight  of  the  South-Eaft: 
Wind,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  about  ieveral  ways, 
till  we  came  to  Portnenf,  near  to  Zadouffac.  In  this 
Place  we  were  ftranded  by  the  Fault  of  the  Coaft- 
ing-Pilot,  who  being  ol  ftinate  for  cafting  Anchor 
near  the  Land,  was  like  to  have  been  the  Caufe  of 
a  Shipwreck.  At  Midnight  the  Ship  was  fb  dafh'd 
againft  the  Sand,  that  I  thought  me  was  fplit  in 
pieces,  but  the  Tide  ebbing  by  degrees,  fhe  was  left 
lying  upon  the  Coaft,  without  any  apparent  Da- 
mage. I  prefently  caus'd  a  Kedger  to  be  dropt  in 
the  deep  Water  belag'd  with  feveral  Ropes  called 
Grelins  Epifjes  (fee  the  Explication  I'able^)  and  the 
next  Morning  theTide  returning,  fet  the  Ship  afloat, 
and  then  we  haul'd  it  in  with  the  Capftan.  On 
the  13th  we  caft  Anchor  near  the  Red  I/land,  and 
the  next  Day  being  the  14th,  we  pafs'd  that  Chan- 
nel without  danger,  by  the  favour  of  a  frefh  Gale 
from  the  North-Eaft. 

On  the  15th  we  caft  Anchor  at  the  Ifle  of  Hares  : 
On  the  1 6th  we  pafs'd  the  Ifle  of  Coudres  :  On  the 
1 7th  we  weather'd  the  Cape  of  Zourmeute,  and  the 
next  Day  we  anchored  in  this  Port.  From  the 
Mouth  of  the  River  to  this  Place,  we  had  the  fineft 
Sunfhine  Days  that  ever  were  feen  :  During  which 
time,  I  had  both  Leifure  and  Opportunity  to  view 
the  Coafts  on  the  right  Hand  and  the  left,  while  we 
tack'd  about  and  about  as  the  wind  ferv'd.  When 
1  faw  a  great  many  Rivers  on  the  South  fide,  I  ask'd 
the  Pilots  why  the  Ships  us'd  to  fleer  their  Courie 
on  the  North  fide,  where  there  is  no  Anchorage 
to  be  found,  but  at  Papinacbefc,  the  feven  Ifles9  and 
Portneuf  They  anfwer'd  me,  that  the  ordinary  Bree- 
zes of  the  rough  North-Weft  Wind,  which  blows 
upon  this  River  for  three  quarters  of  a  year,  were 
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the  true  Caufe  why  they  durft  not  go  far  from  the 
North  fide  j  and  that  no  body  could  enfure  a  Ship 
that  mould  fteer  on  the  South  fide,  except  it  were 
in  the  Months  of  June,  July,  and  Auguft.  If  it 
were  not  for  that,  I  believe  it  would  be  more  plea- 
fant,  more  eafy,  and  left  dangerous  to  fail  on  the 
South,  than  on  the  North  fide,  becaufe  one  might 
caft  Anchor  every  Night  at  the  Entrance  of  thofe 
Rivers  which  diicharge  themfelves  all  along  that 
Coaft,  and  would  not  be  obliged  to  be  veering  a- 
bout  continually  Night  and  Day,  as  he  is  forc'd 
to  do  when  he  fleers  his  Courfe  on  the  North  fide. 
This,  Sir,  is  all  I  had  to  fay  at  prefent  about  our 
failing  in  this  River,  which  I  (ball  have  dicafion  to 
mention  to  you  again.  After  our  Ship  caft  Anchor 
before  Quebec^  I  landed  with  the  Chevalier  Meaupou 
whom  I  conducted  to  theHoufeofMr.Frowtew^who 
offer'd  to  him  as  well  as  to  me,  the  Ufe  of  his  Table 
and  Houfe.  I  am  inform'd  that  3  00  Englijb^  and  200 
Jroquefe,  approached  about  two  Months  ago  to  the 
Ifle  of  Monre a};.  That  the  Governor  of  that  Ifle 
tranfported  15  Companies  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
River,  to  watch  their  Motions :  That  a  Detach- 
ment of  the  Enemy  having  furprized  our  Out- 
Guards,  attack'd  the  whole  Body  of  them,  and  our 
Camp  at  the  fame  time,  with  fo  much  Vigour  and 
Courage,  that  they  kill'd  upon  the  Spot  more  than 
three  hundred  Soldiers,befides  two  Captains,fixLieu- 
tenants,  and  five  Enfigns  5  and  that  after  this  fatal 
Expedition,  Mr.  Vahenes,  a  Captain  of  the  Ma- 
rines, fet  out  from  Mowed,  with  a  Detachment  of 
French  and  Savages,  to  go  to  Fort  Chambli,  (for 
fear  the  Iroquefe  fhould  attack  that  Foft)  who  hav- 
ing met  in  their  Paffage  a  Party  ofEnglife  and  Iro- 
qitefe,  attack'd  them  vigoroufly,  and  defeated  them. 

All  thefe  different  Adventures  give   me  ground 
to  conjecture,  that  it  will  be  much  more  difficult 
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than  'tis  imagin'd,  to  make  a  good  Peace  with  the 
five  Nations  of  the  Iroquefe.  Mr.  Frontenac  has  given 
the  neceffary  Orders  to  all  the  neighbouring  Habi- 
tations, that  they  mould  tranfport  a  great  quantity 
of  Stakes  and  Lime  in  the  Winter  time  to  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  this  City.  Farevvel,  Sir,  the  laft  Ships 
which  are  to  depart  hence  for  France,  will  fail  in 
three  or  four  Days.     I  am, 

SIR,  Tours,  &c. 


LETTER     XXIII. 

Dated  at  Nantz,  OBob.  25.  1692. 

Containing  an  Account  of  the  taking  offime 
Englifh  Veffels,  of  defeating  a  7 arty  of  the 
Iroquefe  j  of  an  Iroquefe  burnt  alive  at  Que- 
bec ;  of  another  Tarty  ofthefe  Barbarians  7 
who  having  furprized  fome  Coureurs  de  Bois, 
were  afterwards  furprized  themfelves.  Of 
the  TrojetJ  of  an  Enter  prize  proposed  by  Mr, 
Frontenac  to  the  Author.  Of  the  Authors 
"Departure  in  a  Fr /gat  for  France,  and  his 
flopping  at  Placentia,  which  was  attack 'd  by 
an  Englifh  Fleet  that  came  to  take  that  ^Poft 
from  us.  How  the  Englifh  fail'd  in  their 
Ttejign,  and  the  Author  purfiid  his  Voyage. 

SIR, 

THIS  Letter  comes  from  Brit  any,  and  not  from 
Canada,  from  whence  I  parted  fuddenly  to  re- 
turn into  France,  about  two  Months  after  I  receiv'd 
your  Letter,  which  I  could  not  then  aniwer,  for 
want  of  an  Opportunity.  You  tell  me,  that  you  are 
iatisfy'd  with  the  Deicription  I  have  lent  you  of  the 
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River  St.  Laurence,  and  that  you  would  be  very 
glad  to  have  as  exact  an  Account  of  the  whole  Coun- 
try oi  Canada.  I  can  fcarce  fatisfy  your  Defire  at 
preient,  becaufe  I  have  not  yet  had  time  to  ibrt  all 
my  Memoirs,  and  therefore  you  muft  not  take  it 
amifs,  that  1  pray  you  to  fufpend  your  Curiofity  for 
fome  time.  In  the  mean  time,  here  follows  the 
Relation  of  ibme  things  that  happened  in  Canada^ 
which  may  be  acceptable  to  you. 

Immediately  after  the  Ships  parted  from  Quebec 
the  laft  Year,  Mr.  Frontenac  ordered  a  Plan  to  be 
drawn  of  a  Wall  to  encompafs  the  City,  and  hav- 
ing tranfported  thither  all  the  Materials  neceffary 
for  building  fome  Redoubts  of  Stone,  he  took  care 
to  fortify  it  during  the  Summer.  Some  Days  ago 
a  Gentleman  of  New-England  call'd  Neljon,  was 
brought  Prifoner  to  Quebec,  who  was  taken  in  the 
River  otKengbeki,  upon  theCoaft  of Acadia, together 
with  three  Ships  belonging  to  him,  and  becaufe  he 
was  a  very  gallant  Man,  Mr.  Frontenac  gave  him  a 
Lodging  at  his  own  Houfe,  and  treated  him  with 
all  manner  of  Civility.  About  the  beginning  of 
this  Year,  this  Governor  gave  the  Command  of  a 
Party  confifting  of  150  Soldiers,  to  Chevalier  Beau- 
cour,  with  whom  fifty  of  the  Savages  that  were  our 
Friends  were  joyn'd,  in  order  to  march  on  the 
Ice  towards  Fort  Frontenac.  About  thirty  or  forty 
Leagues  from  Monreal,  they  met  a  Company  of  fix- 
ty  Iroquefe,  who  were  difcovered  by  the  Foot-fteps 
of  fome  of  their  Hunters  that  had  ftraggled  out  of 
their  Cottages,  and  the  next  Day  they  were  all  fur- 
priz'd,  and  either  had  their  Throats  cut,  or  were 
made  Priioners.  The  Sieur  de  la  Plante,  who  liv'd 
in  Slavery  with  thefe  Wretches,  had  the  good  For* 
tune  to  be  prefent  in  their  Company  when  they 
were  defeated,  and  he  had  certainly  been  kill'd  with 
his  Matters,  if  he  had  not  cry'd  out  with  all  his 
Might,  Spare  me,  I  am  a  Frenchman  i  He  was  one  of 

the 
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the  four  Officers,  who  had  the  Misfoitune  to  be  ta- 
ken in  that  fatal  Incurfion,  which  thefe  Tygers  made 
into  Monreal,  as  I  told  you  in  my  17th  Letter.  The 
Chevalier Beaucour  return'd  again  to  the  Colony  with 
his  Party,  and  brought  along  with  him  twelve  Pri- 
foners  of  the  Iroquefe^  who  were  immediately  con- 
ducted to  Quebec :  After  they  arrived,  Mr.  Fronteuac 
did  very  judicioufly  condemn  two  of  the  wicked- 
eft  of  the  Company,  to  be  burnt  alive  with  a  flow 
Fire.  This  Sentence  extremely  terrified  the  Gover- 
nor's Lady  and  the  Jefuits  ;  the  Lady  us'd  all 
manner  of  Supplication  to  procure  a  Moderation  of 
the  terrible  Sentence,  but  the  Judge  was  inexorable, 
and  the  Jefuits  employ'd  all  their  Eloquence  in  vain 
upon  this  Occafion.  The  Governor  anfwered 
them,  "  That  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  make 
"  fome  terrible  Examples  of  Severity  to  frighten  the 
ft  Iroquefe ;  That  fince  thefe  Barbarians  burnt  almoil 
"  all  the  French,  who  had  the  Misfortune  to  fall  in* 
<c  to  their  Hands,  they  muft  be  treated  after  the 
cc  fame  manner,  becaufe  the  Indulgence  which  had 
cc  hitherto  been  fhewn  them,  feenfd  to  authorize 
cC  them  to  invade  our  Plantations,  and  fo  much  the 
cc  rather  to  do  it,  becaufe  they  run  no  other  Hazard 
cc  than  that  of  being  taken,  and  well  kept  at  their 
"  Mafter's  Houfes ;  but  when  they  mould  under- 
cc  ftand  that  the  French  caus'd  them  to  be  burnt, they 
cc  would  have  a  care  for  the  future  how  they  ad- 
"  vanced  with  fo  much  Boldnefs  to  the  very  Gates 
"  of  our  Cities  5  and  in  fine,  That  the  Sentence  of 
cc  Death  being  paft,  thefe  two  Wretches  muft  pre- 
"  pare  to  take  a  Journey  into  the  other  World. 
This  Obftinacy  appear'd  furprizing  in  Mr. Fronteuac, 
who  but  a  little  before  had  favour'd  the  Efcape  of 
three  or  four  Perfons  liable  to  the  Sentence  of  Death, 
upon  the  importunate  Prayer  of  Madam  the  Gover- 
ntis  -3  but  though  fhe  redoubled  her  earneft  Suppli- 
cations, ftie  could  not  alter  his  firm  Refolution  as 
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%o  thefe  two  Wretches.  The  Jeiuits  were  there- 
upon lent  to  baptize  them,  and  oblige  them  to  ac- 
knowledge the  Trinity  and  the  Incarnation,  and 
to  repreient  to  them  the  Joys  of  Paradife  and  the 
Torments  of  Hell,  within  the  Space  of  eight  or  ten 
Hours.  You  will  readily  confefs,  Sir,  that  this  was 
a  very  bold  way  of  treating  thefe  great  My  ft  cries, 
and  that  to  endeavour  to  make  the  Iroqueje  under- 
ftand  them  fo  quickly,  was  to  cxpofe  them  to  their 
Laughter.  Whether  they  took  thefeTruths  for  Songs, 
I  do  not  know  ;  but  this  I  can  aflfure  you,  that  from 
the  Minute  they  were  acquainted  with  this  fatal 
News,  they  fent  back  thefe  good  Fathers  without 
ever  hearing  them  ;  and  then  they  began  to  fing  the 
Song  of  Death,  according  to  the  Cuftom  of  the  Sa- 
vages. Some  charitable  Ferfon  having  thrown  a 
Knife  to  them  in  Prifon,  he  who  had  the  leaft  Cou- 
rage of  the  two,  thruft  it  into  his  Breaft,  and  died 
of  the  Wound  immediately.  Some  young  Hurons  of 
Lorette,  aged  between  fourteen  and  fifteen  Years, 
came  to  ieize  the  other,  and  carry  him  away  to  the 
Diamant  Cape,  where  Notice  was  given  to  prepare  a 
great  File  of  Wood.  He  ran  to  Death  with  a  greater 
Unconcernedneis  than  Socrates  would  have  done, 
if  he  had  been  in  his  Cafe.  During  the  time  of  Ex- 
ecution he  fung  continually  ;  "  That  he  was  a  War- 
'c  riour,  brave  and  undaunted  ;  that  the  raoft  cruel 
"  kind  of  Death  could  not  fhock  his  Courage,  that 
"  no  Torments  could  extort  from  him  any  Cries, 
"  that  his  Companion  was  a  Coward  for  having 
"  kill'd  himlelf  through  the  fear  of  Torment  $  and 
Cc  laftly,  that  if  he  was  burnt,  he  had  this  Comfort, 
"  that  he  had  treated  many  French  and  Hurons  after 
"  the  fame  manner."  All  that  he  faid  was  very  true, 
and  chiefly  as  to  his  own  Courage  and  Firmnefs  cf 
Soul ;  for  I  can  truly  iwear  to  you,  that  he  neither 
fhed  Tears,  nor  was  ever  perceived  to  figh ;  but 
on  the  contrary,   during  all  the  Time  that  he  fuf- 
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fer'd  the  moft  horrible  Torments  that  could  be  in- 
vented, and  which  lafied  about  the  Space  of  three 
Hours,  he  never  ceas'd  one  Minute  from  finging. 
The  Soles  of  his  Feet  were  roafted  before  two  great 
Stones  red  hot,  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an  Hour ; 
the  Tops  of  his  Fingers  werefcorch'd  in  a  Stove  of 
lighted  Pipes  -,  during  which  Torture  he  did  noc 
draw  back  his  Hand.  After  this,  the  fevera!  Joints 
of  his  Body  were  cut  off,  one  after  another  :  %  The 
Nerves  of  his  Limbs  and  Arms  were  diftorted  with 
a  little  Iron  Wand,  after  fuch  a  manner  as  cannot 
poffibly  be  exprefs'd.  In  fine,  afcer  many  other 
Tortures,  the  Hair  of  his  Head  was  taken  orTafrer 
fuch  a  manner,  that  there  remain'd  nothing  but  the 
Scull,  upon  which  thefe  young  Executioners  were 
going  to  throw  fome  burning  Sand,  when  a  certain 
Slave  of  the  Hurons  ofLorette,  by  the  Order  of  Ma- 
dam the  Governefs,  knock'd  him  on  the  Head  with 
a  Club,  which  put  an  End  to  his  Martyrdom.  As 
to  my  felf,  I  vow  and  fwear,  that  the  Frologue  of 
this  Tragedy  created  in  me  fo  great  a  Horror,  that 
I  had  not  the  Curiofity  to  fee  the  End  of  it,  nor  to 
hear  this  poor  Wretch  firig  to  the  laft  Moment  of 
his  Life.  I  have  Ccen  fb  many  burnt  againft  my* 
Will,  amongft  thofe  People  where  I  fojourn'd,  du- 
ring the  Courfe  of  my  Voyages,  that  I  cannot  think 
of  it  without  Trouble.  sTis  a  fad  Spectacle,  at  which 
every  one  is  obliged  to  be  prefent,  when  he  happens 
to  fojourn  among  thefe  Savage  Nations,  who  inflict 
this  cruel  kind  of  Death  upon  their  Prifoners  of 
War  i  for  as  I  have  told  you  in  one  of  my  Letters, 
all  the  Savages  practife  this  barbarous  Cruelty.  No- 
thing is  more  grating  to  a  civil  Man,  than  that  he 
is  obliged  to  be  a  Witnefs  of  the  Torments  which 
this  kind  of  Martyrs  fuffer  -,  for  if  any  one  mould 
pretend  to  (hun  this  Sight,  or  exprefs  any  Compaf* 
fion  for  them,  he  would  be  efteemed  by  them,  a 
Man  of  no  Courage. 
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After  the  Navigation  was  open  and  free,  the 
Sieur  St.  Michel  a  Canadian,  fet  out  from  Monreal  for 
the  Beaver  Lakes,  at  the  Head  of  a  Party  of  the 
Coureurs  deBcis,vj\ih  feveral  Canows  laden  with  fuch 
Goods  as  are  proper  for  the  Savages.  In  their  Faf- 
fage  from  Long-Sant  to  the  River  of  the  Qutaouas, 
they  met  fixty  Iroquefe,  who  furpriz'd  them  and  cut 
all  their  Throats,  except  four,  that  had  the  good 
Fortune  to  efcape  and  carry  the  News  to  Monreal. 
As  fbon  as  this  fatal  Accident  was  known,  the  Che- 
valier Vaudreuily  put  himfelf  in  a  Canow  with  a  De- 
tachment, and  puriu'd  this  Party  of  Iroquefe,  being 
follow'd  by  a  hundred  Canadians,  and  fome  confe- 
derate Savages.  I  know  not  by  what  Chance  he  had 
the  good  Fortune  to  overtake  them,  but  fo  it  was, 
he  furpriz'd  them,  and  attack'd  them  with  Vigour, 
upon  which  they  fought  defperately,  but  at  laft  they 
were  defeated.  This  Victory  coft  us  the  Lives  of 
many  of  our  Savages,  and  of  three  or  four  of  our 
Officers.  The  Iroquefe  that  were  taken,  were  carried 
to  the  City  of  Monreal,  near  which  Place  they  were 
regaled  with  a  Salvo  of  Baftinadoes. 

About  the  Beginning  of  the  Month  of  July,  Mr, 
Frontenac  having  received  fbme  News  from  the 
Commander  of  the  Lakes,  fpoke  to  me  of  a  cer- 
tain Project,  which  I  had  formerly  fhown  him  to 
be  of  great  Importance  :  But  becaufe  he  did  not 
fufficiently  confider  all  the  Advantages  that  might 
be  reaped  from  it,  and  on  the  contrary,  appre- 
hended a  great  many  Difficulties  would  attend  the 
putting  it  in  Execution,  he  had  altogether  neglected 
this  Affair,  of  which  I  fhall  give  you  the  following 
Account. 

I  obferv'd  to  you  in  my  1 7th  Letter,  the  great  Im- 
portance and  Advantage  of  the  Forts  of  Frontenac 
and  Niagara,  and  that  in  the  Conjuncture  of  Cir- 
cumftances  wherein  Mr.  Denonville  then  found  them, 
it  was  irjnpoffible  to  preferve  them*    You  have  alfo 
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remark'd  the  Advantages  which  the  Savages  have 
over  the  Europeans,  by  their  way  of  fighting  in  the 
Forefts  of  this  vaft  Continent.  Since  we  cannot 
deftroy  the  Iroquefe  with  our  own  Tingle  Forces,  we 
are  neceffarily  oblig'd  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Sava- 
ges that  are  our  Allies :  And  'tis  certain,  as  they 
themfelves  forefee,  that  if  thefe  Barbarians  could 
compals  the  Deftruction  of  our  Colonies,  they  would 
be  fubdued  by  them  fooner  or  later,  as  it  has  hap- 
pened to  many  other  Nations,  fo  they  know  it  to 
be  their  Intereft  to  join  with  us  to  deftroy  thefe  Ban~ 
diti's.  Now  fince  they  are  well  affected  to  this  De- 
fign,  we  muft  endeavour  to  facilitate  to  them  the 
means  of  putting  it  in  Execution  $  for  you  may  ea- 
fily  believe  that  thefe  People,  as  lavage  as  they  are, 
are  not  fo  void  of  Senfe,  as  to  travel  two  or  three 
hundred  Leagues  from  their  own  Country,  to  fight 
againft  their  Enemies,  without  being  fure  of  a 
Place  of  Retreat,  where  they  may  repofe  them- 
felves, and  find  Provifions.  There  is  no  Queftion 
therefore  but  we  mould  build  Forts  upon  the  Lands 
of  the  Iroquefe,  and  maintain  them  in  fpite  of  their 
Teeth.  This,  Sir,  is  what  I  propos'd  above  a  Year 
ago  to  Mr.  Frontenac^  and  it  is  what  he  would  have 
me  dill  to  undertake.  I  project  therefore  to  build  and 
maintain  three  Forts  upon  the  Courfe  of  the  Lakes, 
with  fome  Veffds  that  mall  go  with  Oars,  which 
I  will  build  according  to  my  Fancy  ;  but  they  be- 
ing light,  and  of  great  Carriage,  may  be  manag'd 
either  with  Oars  or  a  Sail,  and  will  alfo  be  able  to 
bear  the  Shocks  of  the  Waves.  I  demand  fifty  Sea- 
men of  the  French  Bifcay,  for  they  are  known  to  be 
the  moft  dextrous  and  able  Mariners  that  are  in  the 
World.  I  muft  alfo  have  two  hundred  Soldiers, 
chofen  out  of  the  Troops  of  Canada.  I  will  build 
three  little  Caftles  in  feveral  Places,  one  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Lake  Errie,  which  you  fee  in  my  Map  of 
Canada,  under  the  Name  of  Fort  Suppofey  befides  two 
N  3  others. 
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others.  The  fecond  I  will  build  in  the  fame  Place 
where  it  was  when  I  maintain' d  it  in  the  Years 
1687  and  1 688,  whereof  I  have  wrote  to  you  in 
my  14th  and  i5thLetters:  and  the  third  at  the  Mouth 
of  the  Bay  of 'Zoronto,  upon  the  fame  Lake.  Ninety 
Men  will  be  fufficient  to  garifon  thefe  three  Re- 
doubts, and  perhaps  a  fmaller  Number  ;  for  the  Iro- 
quefe, who  never  faw  a  Cannon  but  in  a  Picture,  and 
to  whom  an  Ounce  of  Powder  is  more  precious  than 
a  Lewis-d'or,  can  never  be  perfuaded  to  attack  any 
kind  of  Fortification.  I  defire  of  the  King  for  put- 
ting this  Project  in  Execution,  15000  Crowns  a  Year, 
for  the  Maintenance,  Entertainment,  Subliftence, 
and  Pay  of  thefe  250  Men.  It  will  be  very  eafy 
for  me  to  tranfport  with  the  abovemention'd  Vef- 
fels  400  Savages,  into  the  Country  of  the  Iroquefe, 
whenever  I  have  a  Mind.  I  can  carry  Provifions  for 
2000,  and  tranfport  as  many  Sacks  of  Indian  Corn 
as  are  neceffary  for  maintaining  thefe  Forts  both  in 
Winter  and  Summer.  'Tis  eafy  to  have  plenty  of 
Hunting  and  Shooting  in  all  the  Ifles,  and  to  con- 
trive Ways  for  eroding  the  Lakes ;  and  it  will  be  fo 
much  the  more  eafy  to  purfue  the  Iroquefe  in  their 
Canows,  and  fink  them,  that  my  Veifels  are  light, 
and  my  Men  fight  under  a  Cover.  In  fine,  if  you 
faw  the  Memorial  which  I  am  to  prefent  to  Mr. 
Pontcbartrain,  you  would  find  that  this  Enterprize 
is  the  fined  and  moft  ufeful  that  can  be  invented, 
to  diftrefs  the  Iroquefe  in  time  of  War,  and  confine 
them  within  Bounds  in  time  of  Peace.  Mr.  Fronte- 
liac  has  joiifd  to  it  a  private  Letter  to  Mr.  Pontchar- 
frain,  wherein  he  obferves  to  him,  that  if  this  Pro- 
ject were  well  put  in  Execution,  thefe  terrible  Ene- 
mies would  be  obliged  in  two  Years  time,  to  aban- 
don their  Country.  After  this  he  adds,  that  he  judges 
me  fufficiently  qualified  to  go  upon  fuch  an  En- 
terprize, and  believes  I  will  make  my  Point  good. 
Perhaps  he  might  have  light  on  others  that  know 
the  Country  andCuftoms  of  the  Savages  belter  than 

I  do: 
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I  do :  But  by  an  Accident  which  does  not  tend  much 
to  my  Advantage,  I  have  purchas'd  the  Efteem  and 
Friendship  of  theie  Savages,  which  in  my  Opinion 
was  the  only  Reaibn  that  mov'd  Mr.  de  Frontenac 
to  Tingle  out  me  for  this  Service. 

July  the  27th,  the  Governor  having  given  me  his 
Packet  for  the  Court,  and  the  St.  Anne  Frigat  being 
rigg'd  and  fitted  out  accoring  to  his  Orders,  I  em- 
bark'd  in  the  Port  of  £$uebec,  and  afcer  five  Days 
failing,  we  met  in  the  River  of  St.  Laurence,  over- 
againft  Monts  Notre  Dame,  twelve  Merchant-men, 
bound  from  France  for  Quebec,  under  the  Convoy 
of  Mr.  d' Iberville,  Captain  of  the  Pell.  Auguft  the 
8th,  we  got  clear  of  the  Bay  of  St.  Laurence,  by  the 
help  of  a  weflerly  Gale,  and  that  in  fuch  fair  and 
clear  Weather,  that  we  defcry'd  the  Iflands  of  Cape 
Breton  and  Newfoundland,  as  diftinctly  as  if  we  had 
been  within  a  Musket-Shot  of  'em.  The  nine  or 
ten  following  Days  were  Co  far  of  a  different  Stamp, 
that  we  could  fcarce  fee  from  the  Prow  to  the  Poop 
of  the  Ship,  for  all  of  a  fudden  there  fell  the  thick- 
eft  and  darken:  Fog  that  ever  I  faw.  At  the  End 
•ofthefeDays  the  Horizon  clearing  up,  we  flood 
in  for  Newfound-Land,  defcrying  Cape  St.  Mary  - 
and  by  making  all  the  Sail  we  could,  arriv'd  that 
very  Day  in  the  Port  of  Placentia. 

In  that  Port  I  found  fifty  Fifhermen,  moft  of 
which  were  of  French  Bifcay,  and  thought  to  have 
fet  out  for  France  along  with  them  in  a  few  Days : 
But  they  were  longer  in  getting  ready  than  I  thought 
for,  and  when  we  were  juft  ready  to  break  ground, 
we  were  inform'd  by  fome  Fimermen,  that  five  large 
EngliJJo  Ships  were  come  to  an  Anchor  near  Cape  Sr. 
Mary.  This  Intelligence  prov'd  very  true,  for  on 
the  i$tb  of  September  they  caft  Anchor  in  fight  of 
Placentia.  The  r6tb  they  weigh'd,  and  came  to  an 
Anchor  in  the  Road,  out  of  the  reach  of  our  Guns, 
Upon  this  the  Governor  was  not  a  little  perplex'd, 
for  he  had  but  fifty  Soldiers  in  his  Fort,  and  a  very 
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fmall  Moiety  of  Ammunition.  Befides,  the  Fort 
was  commanded  by  a  Mountain,  from  whence  he 
might  be  gall'd  with  Stones  flung  out  of  Slings ;  and 
'twas  to  befear'd,  the  EngUJh  would  poffefs  them- 
felves  of  that  high  Ground.  I  march'd  with  fixty  of 
the  Seamen  belonging  to  the  Fifhermen,  to  prevent 
their  Landing,  in  cafe  they  attempted  to  make  a 
Defcent  at  a  certain  Place  call'd  la  Fontaine -9  and  I 
compafs'd  my  End  without  firing  a  Gun.  In  efTecl:, 
fix  or  feven  hundred  Englifb  put  into  the  Land  in 
twenty  Sloops,  with  a  Defign  to  have  landed  at  that 
Place ;  upon  which  my  vigorous  Cantabrians  being 
full  of  Fire  and  Forwardness,  appear'd  too  foon  upon 
the  Shoar,  in  fpite  of  my  Teeth,  and  by  that  means 
oblig'd  the  Englifh  to  take  another  Courfe,  and  row 
with  all  their  Might  to  the  back  of  a  little  Cape, 
where  they  threw  in  a  Barrel  of  Pitch  and  Tar  that 
burnt  two  Arpents  of  Thickets.  The  i%tb  about 
Noon,  perceiving  that  a  little  Sloop  put  off  from  the 
Admiral  with  a  white  Flag  on  its  Prow,  and  made 
towards  the  Fort,  I  run  in  thither  immediately. 
The  Governor  had  took  care  to  fend  out  one  of  his 
own  Sloops  with  the  fame  Flag,  to  meet  the  other, 
and  was  furpriz'd  when  fhe  return'd  with  two  Englijb 
Officers  on  board.  Thefe  Officers  gave  the  Gover- 
nor to  underftand,  that  the  Admiral  denVd  he  would 
fend  an  Officer  on  board  of  him,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly; for  Mr.  de  Cojie-belle  and  I,  went  on 
board  of  the  Admiral,  who  receiv'd  us  with  all  Re- 
fpec?c  and  Civility,  andregal'd  us  with  Sweet-meats, 
and  feveral  forts  of  Wines,  with  which  we  drank 
the  Healths  of  the  Admirals  of  France,  and  England. 
He  fnew'd  us  his  whole  Ship,  to  the  very  Carriages 
of  the  Guns,  and  then  gave  the  Sieur  de  Cofie-belle  to 
know,  that  'twould  be  a  great  Trouble  to  him  to  be 
oblig'd  to  take  Placentia  by  the  Force  of  Arms,  in  re- 
gard that  he  forefaw,fuch  an  Enterprize  would  prove 
fatal  to  the  Governor,  to  the  Garifon,   and  all  the 
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bitants,  upon  the  Account  that  he  would  find  a 
great  deal  of  Difficulty  in  preventing  the  Pillaging 
and  other  Diforders;  that  in  order  to  avoid  this  Mii- 
fortune,  'twould  be  a  prudential  Part  in  the  Gover- 
nor, to  come  to  a  Compofition.  Our  Officer  be- 
ing fully  acquainted  with  the  Governors  Mind, 
made  anfwer  in  his  Name,  that  he  was  refblv'd  up- 
on a  vigorous  Defence,  and  would  rather  fpring  the 
Place  in  the  Air,  than  furrender  it  to  the  Enemies  of 
the  King  his  Mafter.  After  a  mutual  Exchange  of 
Compliments,  we  took  leave  of  him,  and  being  rea- 
dy to  get  into  our  Sloop,  he  told  us  with  Embraces, 
that  he  was  infinitely  fbrry  he  could  not  falute  us 
with  his  Guns,  in  the  Room  of  which  he  order'd  five 
or  fix  Huzza's,  with  Long  five  the  King.  When 
we  went  into  the  Boat,  we  return'd  him  the  fame 
number  of  Shouts,  to  which  he  return'd  a  Seventh, 
that  finifh'd  the  Ceremony.  Upon  our  Return  to 
the  Fort,  Mr.  de  Cojle-belle  gave  the  Governor  an 
Account  of  the  Force  of  the  Admiral's  Ship.  The 
St.  Albans  (Jo  the  Ship  was  cali'd)  carried  fixty  fix 
Guns  mounted,  and  fix  hundred  Men  Compliment, 
but  the  other  Ships  appear'd  to  be  of  left  Force. 

The  next  Day,  which  was  the  iq?£,  they  advanc'd 
within  Cannon-mot  of  the  Fort,  where  they  lay  by, 
while  a  Sloop  row'd  up  to  the  Batteries.  The  Go- 
vernor fent  out  another  Sloop  to  know  what  the 
Matter  was,  and  was  anfwer 'd,  that  if  he  had  a 
mind  for  a  Parley  in  the  time  of  the  Ingagement, 
he  fhould  put  up  a  red  Flag  for  a  Signal,  f  was  then 
polled  at  la  Fontaine,  to  oppofe  a  Defcent  -,  for  that 
was  the  only  Place  that  could  be  ferviceable  to  the 
Englifo,  in  order  to  mafter  Placentia.  The  Eng- 
lijb  ought  to  have  confider'd,  that  their  Cannon 
would  do  no  Service  againft  an  impenetrable  Ram- 
part, and  that  they  would  lofe  their  Labour  in 
mooting  againft  Flints  and  Earth.  But  it  feems,  they 
were  oblig'd  by  exprefs  Orders  from  the  Prince  of 
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Orange  to  Ao  it,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  expofe  them- 
felves  to  the  Danger  of  being  funk,  which  had  certain- 
ly been  effected,  if  we  had  had  Powder  and  Ball 
enough,for  the  Cannonading  iaited  almoft  fiveHours. 

The  2.0th  a  French  Pilot  who  was  Prifoner  on 
board  of  the  Admiral,  made  his  Efcape  by  throwing 
himf  elf  into  the  Sea  in  the  Night-time.  He  landed 
at  the  Place  where  I  lay  in  Ambufcade ;  and  after 
he  had  given  me  an  Account  of  what  pafs'd  in  the 
Fleet,  I  fent  him  to  the  Governor's  Houfe.  He  in- 
form'd  me,  that  they  had  defign'd  a  Defcent  with 
feven  or  eight  hundred  Men,  but  alter'd  their  Refo- 
lution,  upon  the  Apprehenfion,  that  there  were 
fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  Seamen  ready  to  oppofe 
them  i  that  they  were  of  the  Opinion,  that  my  fixty 
Bifcayans  who  difcover'd  themielves  upon  the  Shoar 
at  la  Fontaine,  in  fpite  of  all  I  could  do,  had  no 
other  View  but  to  draw  'em  into  an  Ambufcade,  by 
tempting  'em  to  come  up.  The  2.1ft  they  fet  fail 
with  a  North-Eaft  Gale,  after  having  burnt  all  the 
Houfes  at  Point e  Verte,  where  the  Governor  had 
fent  a  Detachment  by  way  of  Precaution  that  very 
fame  Day ;  but  the  ways  were  fo  impracticable,  that 
the  Detachment  could  not  get  there  in  time  to  op- 
pofe the  Enemy.  This  one  may  juftly  fay,  that 
if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Captains  of  the  Bifcay 
Ships  that  were  then  at  Placentitis  that  Place  had  un- 
doubtedly fallen  into  the  Hands  of  the  Etiglijb :  And 
this  I  can  convince  you  of,  when  you  and  I  meet. 
In  this  bloody  Expedition,  the  Engliftj  loft  fix  Men  5 
and  on  our  fide  the  Sieur  Boat,  Lieutenant  of  a 
Nantes  VefTel,  had  his  Arm  (hot  off!  In  fine,  the 
EngliJJo  did  all  that  Men  could  do,  fo  that  nothing 
can  be  faid  againft  their  Conduct. 

Offoher  the  6th,  1  took  Shipping  in  Purfuit  of  my 
Voyage  to  France,  being  accompany'd  with  feveral 
other  Veffels.  The  Wefterly  Winds  were  fo  favour- 
able to  us  in  our  PafTage,  that  we  came  to  an  An- 
chor 
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choron  the  23c/ at  St.  Nazere,  which  lies  but  eight 
or  nine  Leagues  from  this  Place.  I  am  to  fet  out 
immediately  for  Ver failles  j  in  the  mean  time,  1  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 


LETTER.     XXIV. 

Dated  at  Nantes,  May  10.    1693. 

Containing  an  Account  of  Mr.  FrontenacV  Qro- 
jeB,  which  was  rejected  at  Court,  and  the  Rea- 
fon  why  it  was  rejected.  The  King  gives  the 
Author  the  Lieutenancy  of  the  IJle  of  New- 
found-Land, &c.  together  with  a  free  Inde- 
pendant  Company. 

SIR, 

I  Am  now  once  more  at  Nantes,  from  whence  I 
wrote  to  you  in  October  laft.  I  am  now  return'd 
from  Court,  where  1  prefented  to  Mr.  Pontchar- 
train  Mr.  Frontenacs  Letters,  and  the  Memorial  I 
mention'd  in  my  laft.  I  was  anfwer'd,  that  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  execute  the  Project  I  proposed,  be- 
caufe  the  forty  Seamen  which  were  neceffary  for 
my  Purpofe,  could  not  now  be  allow'd  me ;  and  be- 
fides  the  King  had  given  Orders  to  Mr.  Frontenac, 
to  make  Peace  with  the  Iroquefe  upon  any  Terms 
whatfoever.  This  Inconveniency  alfb  was  found 
to  attend  the  Project,  that  after  the  Forts  which  I 
intended  to  build  upon  the  Lakes  were  intirely 
finifhed,  the  Savages  that  are  our  Friends  and  Con- 
federates, would  rather  feek  after  Glory,  by  making 
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War  upon  the  Iroquefe,  than  take  Pleafure  in  Hunt- 
ing the  Beavers,  which  would  be  a  confiderable  Da- 
mage to  the  Colonies  of  Canada,  that  fubfift  only,  as 
one  may  fay,  by  the  Trade  of  Skins,  as  I  mall  (hew 
you  more  particularly  in  a  proper  Place.  The  Eng- 
liJJj  will  by  no  means  take  it  ill}  that  we  do  not 
build  thefe  Forts,  for  befides  that  they  are  too 
much  concern'd  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Iroquefe, 
they  will  always  be  ready  to  furnifh  with  Merchan- 
dize the  Savage  Nations,  that  are  our  Allies,  as  they 
have  done  hitherto.  I  muft  own  my  felf  mightily 
oblig'd  to  the  EngliJJo,  who  attack'd  us  at  Placentia 
the  laft  Year ;  they  declar'd  publickly,  though  with- 
out any  juft  Ground,  after  they  arriv'd  in  England* 
that  they  would  infallibly  have  taken  that  Place,  if 
I  had  not  oppos'd  their  Defcent.  I  have  already 
inform'd  you,  that  I  did  not  at  all  hinder  them  from 
landing  at  the  Place  where  I  was  polled  with  fixty 
Bifcayan  Seamen :  So  that  they  attribute  to  me  a 
glorious  Action,  in  which  I  had  no  Share,  and  by 
that  means  have  done  me  fo  much  Honour,  that  his 
Majefty  hath  beftow'd  upon  me  the  Lieutenancy  of 
the  Ifle  of  Newfound-Land  and  Acadia,  which  I  ne- 
ver deferv'd  upon  that  Score.  Thus  you  fee,  Sir, 
that  many  times  fuch  Perfons  are  preferr'd,  who 
have  no  other  Patrons  in  the  World,  but  pure 
Chance.  However,  I  mould  have  been  better  pleas'd, 
if  I  could  have  put  the  abovemention'd  Project  in 
Execution  ;  for  a  folitary  Life  is  moft  grateful  to  me, 
and  the  Manners  of  the  Savages  are  perfectly  agree- 
able to  my  Palate.  The  Corruption  of  our  Age  is 
fo  great,  that  it  feems  the  Europeans  have  made  a 
Law,  to  tear  one  another  in  pieces  by  cruel  Ufage 
and  Reproaches,  and  therefore  you  muft  not  think 
it  ftrange,  if  I  hai'e  a  Kindnefs  for  the  poor  Ameri- 
cans, who  have  done  me  fo  many  Favours.  I  am 
to  fet  out  the  next  Day  after  To-morrow,  from  this 
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Place,  in  order  to  embark  at'St.  Nazere.  The  Mef" 
fieurs  d"  Angui,  two  Nantes  Merchants,  have  taken 
upon  them  to  maintain  the  Garifon  of  Placentia, 
upon  condition  of  certain  Grants  made  by  the  Court, 
•who  furnifhes  them  with  a  Ship,  wherein  I  am  to 
have  my  Pafifage.  Pray  fend  me  your  News  by 
fome  Ships  of  S.  John  de  Luz,  which  are  to  fail 
from  this  Place  within  two  Months,  in  order  to 
truck  with  the  Inhabitants  of Placentia. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  Letter,  without  giving  you 
fome  Account  of  a  Difpute  I  had  very  lately  at  my 
Inn,  with  a  Portugueze  Phyfician,  who  had  made 
many  Voyages  to  Angola,  Brazil-,  and  Goa.  He 
maintain'd,  that  the  People  of  the  Continent  of 
America,  Afa,  and  Africa,  were  defcended  from 
three  different  Fathers,  which  he  thus  attempted  to 
prove.  The  Americans  differ  from  the  Afiatics,  for 
they  have  neither  Hair  nor  Beard ;  rthe  Features  of 
their  Face,  their  Colour  and  their  Cuftoms  are  dif- 
ferent ;  befides  that,  they  know  neither  meum  nor 
timm,  but  have  all  things  in  common,  without  mak- 
ing any  Property  of  Goods,  which  is  quite  contrary 
to  the  AJiatic  way  of  living.  He  added,  that  Ame- 
rica was  fo  far  diftant  from  the  other  Parts  of  the 
World,  that  no  body  can  imagine,  how  a  Voyage 
mould  be  made  into  this  New  Continent,  before  the 
Ufe  of  the  Compafs  was  found  out ;  That  the  Afri- 
cans being  black  and  ftatNos'd,  had  fuch  monftrous 
thick  Lips,  fuch  a  flat  Face,  fuch  fbft  woolly  Hair 
on  their  Head,  and  were  in  their  Conflitution, 
Manners,  and  Temper,  fb  different  from  the  Ame- 
ricans, that  he  thought  it  impoffible,  that  thefe  two 
forts  of  People  fhould  derive  their  Original  from 
Adam,  whom  this  Phyfician  would  have  to  refemble 
a  'Turk  or  a  Perjian  in  his  Air  and  Figure.  I  an- 
fwer'd  him  prefently,  that  fuppofing  the  Scripture 
did  not  give  convincing  Evidence,  that  all  Men  in 
general  are  defcended  from  one  firft  Father,    yet  his 
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Reaibning  would  not  be  fufficient  to  prove  the  con- 
trary,  fince  the  Difference  that  is  found  between  the 
People  of  America  and  Africa,    proceeds  from  no 
other  Caufe  but  the  different  Qualities  of  the  Air  and 
Climate  in  thefe  two  Continents :  That  this  appears 
plainly  to  be  true,  becaufe  a  Negro  Man  and  Wo- 
man, or  a  Savage  Man  and  Woman,  being  tranf- 
planted   into  Europe,  will  produce  fiich  Children 
there,  who  in  four  or  five  Generations,  will  infalli- 
bly be  as  white,  as  the   moft  ancient  Europeans. 
ThePhyfician  deny'd  this  Matter  of  Fad,  and  main- 
tain'd,  that  the  Children  defcended  from  this  Negro 
Man  or  Woman,  would  be  born  there  as  black  as 
they  are  in  Guiney  ;  but  that  afterwards  the  Rays  of 
the  Sun  being  more  oblique  and  lefs  fcorching  than 
in  Africa,  thefe  Infants  would  not  have  that  black 
fhining  Luftre,    which  is  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed  up- 
on the  Skin  of  fuch  Negroes  as  are  brought  up  in 
their  own  Country.     To  confirm  his  Hypothecs,  he 
affur'd  me,  that  he  had  feen  many  Negroes  at  Lif- 
hou,  as  black  as  in  Africa,  tho'  their  Great  Grand- 
father's Grandfather  had  been  tranfplanted  into  Por- 
titgal  many  Years  ago.     He  added  alfo,  that  thofe 
who   were   defcended  from    the  Portugueze,   that 
dwelt  at  Angola,  Cape  Vert,  0e.  about  a  hundred 
Years  ago,  are  fo  little  tawn'd,  that  'tis  impoffible 
to  diftinguifh  -them  from  the  Natives  of  Portugal: 
He  further  confirm'd  his  way  of  Reafoning,  from  an 
uncontestable  Matter  of  Fad ;   for,  fays  he,  if  the 
Rays  of  the  Sun  were  the  Caufe  of  the  Blacknefs  of 
the  Negroes,  from  hence  it  would  follow,  that  the 
Brazilians  being  fituate  in  the  fame  Degree  from  the 
Equator  with  the  Africans,  mould  be  as  black   as 
they  are;  but  fo  they  are  not,  for  'tis  certain  their 
Skin  appears  to  be  as  clear  as  that  of  the  Portuguefe. 
But  this  was  not  all,  he  maintain'd  farther,  that  thofe 
who  are  defcended  from  the  firft  Savages  of  Brazil, 
that  were  tranfported  into  Portugal,  above  an  Age 
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ago,  have  as  little  Hair  and  Beard  as  their  Ances- 
tors, and  on  the  contrary,  thofe  who  are  defcended 
from  the  firft  Portugueze,  who  Peopled  the  Colo- 
nies of  Brazil^  are  as  Hairy,  and  have  as  great 
Beards,  as  if  they  had  been  born  in  Portugal.  But 
after  all,  continued  he,  though  all  that  I  have  faid 
is  abfolutely  true,  yet  there  are  fome  People,  who 
rafhly  maintain,  that  the  Children  of  the  Africans 
and  Americans,  will  by  degrees  degenerate  in  Eu- 
rope. This  may  happen  to  thofe  whofe  Mothers  re- 
ceive the  Embraces  of  Europeans ,  which  is  the  Rea- 
fon  why  we  fee  fo  many  Mullattos  in  the  Ifles  of 
America,  in  Spain,  and  in  Portugal:  Whereas  if 
thefe  Women  had  been  as  cloiely  kept  up  in  Europe, 
as  the  Portugueze  Women  are  in  Africa  and  Ameri- 
ca, the  Children  of  the  Brafilians  would  no  more 
degenerate  than  thofe  of  the  Portugueze.  Such,  Sir, 
was  the  Reafoningof  this  Doctor,  who  hits  the  Mat- 
ter pretty  juftly  towards  the  End  of  his  Difcourfe; 
but  his  Principle  is  mod  falfe,  and  moft  abfurd, 
for  no  Man  can  doubt,  unlefs  he  be  void  of  Faith, 
good  Senfe  and  Judgment,  but  that  Adam  was  the 
only  Father  of  all  Mankind.  "Tis  certain,  that  the 
Savages  of  Canada,  and  all  the  other  People  of  Ame- 
rica, have  not  naturally  either  Hair  or  Beard ;  that 
the  Features  of  their  Face,  and  their  Colour  ap- 
proaching to  an  Olive,  fhew  a  vaft  Difference  be- 
tween them  and  the  Europeans.  What  is  the  Caufe 
of  thefe  things  I  know  not,  and  yet  I  cannot  believe 
them  to  be  the  Effect  of  their  Air  and  Food.  For 
at  that  rate,  thole  who  are  defcended  from  the 
French,  that  firft  fettled  in  Canada  near  a  hundred 
Years  ago,  and  for  the  moft  Part  run  up  and  down 
in  the  Woods,  and  live  like  the  Savages,  fhould  have 
neither  Beard  nor  Hair,  but  degenerate  alfo  by  de- 
grees into  Savages,  which  yet  never  happens.  Af- 
ter this  Phyfician  had  alledg'd  all  thefe  Reafons,  he 
digrefs'd  from  this  Subject,  and  having  a  mind  to 
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difcover  his  extravagant  Opinions,  ask'd  me  what  I 
thought  of  the  Salvation  of  Co  many  Americans,  to 
whom  in  all  Probability  theGofpel  was  never  preach- 
ed. You  may  very  well  believe,    that  I  made  no 
fcruple  to  condemn   them  by  wholefale  to  Eternal 
Fire,  which  he  took  very  ill.     c  How  can  you,  faid 
*  he,condemn  thefe  poor  People  with  fo  much  Affur- 
ance :   "lis  probable  that  their  firft  Father,  having 
never  finn'd  as  our  Adam  did,   had  a  good  Soul, 
and  an  upright  Heart,  fince  his  Pofterity  do  ex- 
actly oblerve  the  Law  of  natural  Equity,  which  is 
exprefs'd  in  Latin  in  thefe  well  known  Words, 
Alter i  ne  feceris  quod  tibi fieri  non  wis$  and  allow 
no  Property  of  Goods,nor  any  Diftin&ion  or  Subor- 
dination among  them,  but  live  as  Brethren,  with- 
out Difputes,  without  Suits,  without  Laws,  and 
without  Malice.     But  fuppofing,  added  he,    that 
they   were  originally  descended  from  Adam,  we 
ought  not  to  believe,    that  they  are  damn'd  for 
their  Ignorance  of  the  Chriftian  Doctrine,  for  who 
can  tell  but  God  may  impute  to  them  the  Merits 
of  ChrifVs  Blood,  by  ways  fecret  and  incomprehen- 
fible  to  us?  and  befides,  (fuppofing  that  Man  has 
a  free  Will)  his  Divine  Majefty  without  doubt 
will  have  a  greater  Regard  to  his  moral  Actions, 
than  to  his  Worlhip  and  Belief.      The  want  of 
Knowledge,  continued  he,  is  an  Unhappinefs,  but 
not  a  Crime,  and  who  can  tell  but  God  has  a  mind 
to  be  honour'd  by   infinite  ways  of  paying  him 
Homage   and  Refpect,  as  by  Sacrifices,  Dances, 
Songs,  and  the  other  Ceremonies  of  the  Americans  ? 
He  had  fcarce  made  an  end  of  his  Difcourfe,  when 
I  fell  foul  upon  him  with  all  my  Might,  as  to  the 
preceding  Points;  but  after  I  had  given  him  to  un- 
derftand,  that  if  among  the  multi  vocati,  i.  e.  thofe 
who  profefs  the  true  Religion,  who  are  but  a  hand- 
ful of  Men,  there  are  found  but  pauci  elecli,   all  the 
Americans  muft  be  in  a  very  deplorable  Condition  : 

He 
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He  anfwer'd  me  impudently,  that  I  was  very  ram 
to  determine  who  fhould  be  in  the  Number  of  the 
Reprobate  at  the  laft  Judgment,  and  to  condemn 
them  without  giving  any  Quarter  j  for,  lays  he,  this 
is  to  infult  the  Wifclom  of  God,  and  to  make  him 
deal  as  capricioufly  by  his  Creatures,  as  St.  Paul's 
Potter  did  by  his  two  Veflels.  Neverthelefs,  when 
he  faw  that  I  treated  him  like  an  impious,  unbe- 
lieving Wretch,  he,  to  be  even  with  me,  reply 'd  in 
thefe  foolifh  Words,  Fidem  ego  hie  qu&  adhibetur 
Myfteriis  facris  inter pello,  fed  fidem  ill  am  qua  bon® 
mentis  [or  or  efi9  quceq ;  reffam  rationem  am  at.  From 
hence  you  may  judge,  Sir,  whether  this  fine  Phyfi- 
cian  Was  able  to  remove  Mountains.     I  ams 
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Dated  at  Viand  in  Portugal  Jan.  31. 1604. 

The  Author'' s  Departure  from  France  to  PlacentiaL 
A  Fleet  0/30  Englifh  Ships  came  tofeizeupon 
that  Place ;  but  is  difappointed,  and  fheers  off. 
The  Reafon  why  the  Englifh  have  bad  Succefs  in 
all  their  Enter  prizes  beyond  Sea.  The  Author's 
Adventure  with  the  Governor  of  Placentia; 
His  Departure  for 'Portugal.  An  Engagement 
•with  a  Flufhing  Privateer* 

T  Do  not  at  all  doubt  but  you  will  be  fenfibly  affe&* 

JL   ed  with  my  fad  and  fatal  Mifadventufe$  whieh 

1  an*  now  to  give  Jot*  an  Account  of.    And  firft 

©  yotf 
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you  muft  know,  that  after  we  had  waited  for  a  fair 
Wind  fifteen  or  twenty  Days  at  St.  Nazere,  we  fee 
fail  on  the  1 2th  of  May  laft.  Our  Paflage  was  nei- 
ther  long  nor  Ihort,  for  we  arrived  at  the  Harbour 
of  Placentia  the  zotb  of  June,  having  taken  are 
Englifli  Ship  laden  with  Tobacco,  on  the  Edges  of 
the  Bank  of  Newfound-Land.  After  I  landed,  I 
went  to  falute  Mr.  Brouillon,  Governor  o£Placentia9 
and  declar'd  to  him  how  glad  I  was  to  obey  the 
Orders  of  fo  wife  a  Commander.  He  anfwer'd, 
that  he  was  much  furpriz'd  to  find,  that  I  had  fol- 
Iteited  to  be  employ 'd  there,  without  acquainting 
him  with  it  the  preceding  Year ;  and  that  he  now 
plainly  perceiv'd,  that  the  Project  about  the  Lakes 
of  Canada,  (which  I  had  mention 'd  to  him)  was  a 
mere  fham  Pretence.  I  endeavour'd  in  vain  to  per- 
fuade  him  to  the  contrary ;  for  it  was  not  poffible 
for  me  to  undeceive  him.  Neverthelefs,  I  landed 
my  Goods,  and  hir'd  a  private  Houfe,  till  fuch  time 
as  I  could  build  one  for  my  felf,.  which  I  carried 
on  with  fo  much  Diligence,  that  it  was  finifh'd  in 
September,  by  the  Affiftance  of  the  Ship-Carpenters7 
who  were  lent  me  gratis,  by  all  the  Bifcay  Captains. 
The  Sieur  Beray  of  St.  John  de  Luz,  arriv'd  at  Pla- 
centia on  the  i$tb  of  'July,  with  one  of  his  Ships, 
and  brought  me  a  Letter,  wherein  you  acquaint 
me,  that  in  regard  your  Nephew  defires  to  vifit 
Canada  the  next  Year,  you  would  be  very  glad  to 
have  a  Dictionary  of  the  Language  of  the  Savages, 
together  with  the  Memoirs  which  I  promis'd  you. 

On  the  i6tb  of  September  we  perceiv'd  an  Englijb 
Fleet  of  twenty-four  Sail,  which  caft  Anchor  in  the 
Road  much  about  the  time  that  it  was  difcover'd. 
It  was  commanded  by  Sir  Francis  IVheeler,  who  hd 
gone  to  Martinico  with  a  Defign  to  feize  that  Ifle, 
and  in  his  Return  from  thence  had  fail'd  to  New- 
England,  to  take  in  forae  Forces  and  Ammunition 
ifeere,  in  order  to  make  hirafelf  Matter  of  Placentia: 

bus 
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but  when  he  diicover'd  a  Redoubt  of  Stone  lately 
built  upon  the  Top  of  the  Mountain,  which  I  men- 
tion'd  to  you  in  my  laft  Letter  but  one,  he  thought 
it  more  advifeable  to  return  quietly  into  Europe ' 
than  to  make  a  fruitlefs  Attempt.  We  had  planted 
four  Cannon  upon  this  high  Redoubt,  which  fd 
gall'd  the  Ships  cf  his  Fleet,  that  they  were  fore'd 
to  weigh  Anchor,  and  hoift  Sail  fboner  than  they 
intended.  The  Fault  of  the  Englijlo  upon  thisOcca- 
fion,  was,  that  they  did  not  enter  the  Harbour  the 
fame  Day  that  they  appear'd  before  the  Place.  I 
have  obferv'd  it  many  times?  that  Attempts  do 
commonly  rnifcarry,  by  delaying  them  for  z  little 
while  j  and  of  this  I  could  give  you  at  lead  fifteen 
or  fixteen^nftances  within  the  Compais  of  my  own 
Knowledge.  But  now  1  return  to  the  Quarrel  the 
Governor  had  with  me. 

Fancying  that  I  had  follicitcd  my  Employments 
without  taking  notice  of  him,  he  treated  me  with  all 
manner  of  Reproaches  and  Outrages,  from  the  time 
bf  my  Landing,  to  that  of  my  Departure,  and  wa3 
not  fatisfy'd  with  appropriating  to  nimfelf  the  Pro- 
fits and  Advantages  of  the  free  Company  that  was 
given  me,  but  likewife  flop'd  without  any  Scruple, 
the  Pay  of  the  Soldiers  that  were  employ 'd  in  the 
Cod-fiming  by  the  Inhabitants,  and  made  the  reft 
work  without  Wages,  i  (hall  take  no  notice  of  his 
publick  Extortion  i  for  tho3  he  has  formally  counters 
acted  the  ten  Articles  contain'd  in  the  Orders  of 
Lewis  the  iotb,  yet  he  had  fo  many  Friends  in  all 
the  Courts,  that  he  could  not  be  found  guilty : 
There's  (bme  Pleafure  in  making  Prefents  in  his  wav3- 
for  by  them  he  has  made  50000  Crowns  per  fas  & 
tiefas^  in  the  fpace  of  three  or  four  Years.  I  mould 
never  have  done,  if  I  offer'd  to  give  you  a  particu- 
lar Account  of  all  the  Trouble  and  Vexation  he 
gave  me.  I  fhall  only  mention  three  Iitftances 
which  crown'd  all  the  reft. 

q  i  .      m 
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On  the  zotb  of  November,  i.  e.  a  Month  after  oirf 
Fifhermen  fet  fail,  while  I  was  entertaining  at  Sup- 
per fome  of  the  Inhabitants,  he  came  mask'd  into 
my  Houfe,  with  his  Servants,  and  broke  the  glals 
Windows,  Bottles,  and  Drinking-GlafTes,  and  threw 
dawn  the   Tables,  Chairs,  Chefts  of  Drawers,  and 
every  thing  that  came  to  Hand.     Before  I  had  time 
to  get  into  my  Chamber,  and  take  my  Piftols,  this 
infolent  Mob  diiappear'd  very  feaionably ;   for  I 
would  have  loaded  my  Piftols  and  purfu'd  them*  if 
my  Guefts  had  not  hindred  me.     Next  Morning  his 
Servants  fell  upon  mine,  who  expected  nothing  lefs 
than  to  be  threfh'd  to  death  with  Clubs.     This  fe- 
cond  Infult  having  provok'd  my  Patience  to  the  laft 
Degree,  I  was  meditating  fome  Revenge  upon  thefe 
Affaflins,  when  the  Recollets  came  and  rem©nftrated 
to  me,  that  I  muft  diflemble  my  Refentment,  to 
prevent  any  Innovation  in  the  King's  Affairs..  Then 
1  refblv'd  to  (hut  my  felf  up,  and  apply  my  felf  to 
Study,  to  divert  the  vexatious  Thoughts,  of  not  be- 
ing able  to  pull  off  my  Mask.     The  third  Trick 
which  he  play'd  me,  at  the  end  of  three  Days,  was 
this ;  he  fent  to  arreft  two  Soldiers,  whom  I  had 
imploy'd  to  cut  down  fome  Grafs  in  the  Meadows, 
about  half  a  League  from  the  Garrifon:  They  were 
feiz'd  while  they  were  Mowing,  bound  and  carried 
away  Prifoners,  under  the  pretence  of  being  De- 
ferters,  becaufe  they  had  lain  two  Nights  out  of  the 
Garrifon,  without  his  leave  ;  and,  which  would  have 
prov'd  yet  more  fatal  to  thefe  innocent  Men,  he  had 
certainly  caus'd  'em  to  be  knock'd  on  the  Head,  on 
purpofe  to  vex  me,  if  theRecollets,  and  his  own  Mifs, 
had  not  earneftly  interceded  on  their  behalf. 

After  this  Accident,  the  Recollets  advifed  me  to  go 
and  fee  him,  and  to  entreat  him  to  put  an  end  to  all 
his  Perfections,  alluring  him  at  the  fame  time,  that 
I  was  entirely  his  Servant  and  Friend.  Durm  eft  hie 
fermo.    Whatever  Reiu&ancy  I  had  to  yield  to  an 

Advice 
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Advice  fo  contrary  to  Nature,  which  I  muft  confefs, 
ftruggled  furioufly  within  me,  yet  1  ofFer'd  fo  much 
Violence  to  myfelf,  that  I  fubmitted  to  it.    I  was  at 
his  Houfe,  went  into  his  Chamber,  and  being  with 
him  all  alone,  I  fpoke  to  him  for  a  quarter  of  an 
Hour  in  the  mod  iubmiflive  Terms,  that  any  Slave 
could  ufe.     I  am  afham'd  to  make  this  Confeflion 
to  you,  for  I  blufli  to  myfelf  every  time  I  think  of 
fo  mean  a  Submiflion.     However,  inftead  of   his 
liftening  to  my  Reafons,  and  treating  friendly  with 
me,  he  fell  into  a  moft  furious  Pafiion,  and  loaded 
me  with  a  Torrent  of  moft  bitter  Reproaches.     In 
this  Cafe,  Sir,  I  preferr'd  the  Service  of  the  King, 
before  the  Punctilio's  of  Honour,  for  I  did  nothing 
but  retir'd  to  my  own  Houfe,  being  well  fatisfy'd 
that  I  was  not  aflfaffinated  by  his  Domefticks  :  But 
the  Diforder  which  this  Affair  produc'd,  would  re- 
quire a  long  Difcourfe.     It  will  be  more  to  the  pur- 
pofe,  to  come  to  Matter  of  Fact  j  I  do  allure  you, 
that  he  would  have  kid  me  up,  if  the  Inhabitants 
had  appear'd  to  be  in  his  lntereft.     He  pretended 
that  he  had  been  infulted,  and  confequently  that  he 
was  in   the  right  in  revenging  himfelf,  whatever  it 
coft  him.     But  the  tragical  End   of  a   Governor, 
whofe  Throat  was  cut  in  thisCountry  about  thirty  or 
forty  Years  ago,  furnifh'd  him  with  abundant  mat- 
ter of  Reflection,    He  judg'd  it  therefore  his  fafeft 
way  to  diflfemble  his  Anger,  being  perfuaded,  that  if 
I  mould  have  run  him  through  with  my  Sword,  the 
Soldiers  and  Inhabitants  would  have  favoured  my 
Efcape  to  the  EngliJIj^  in  the  Neighbourhood  ofPla- 
centia.     In  the  meantime  the  Recollets,  who  had  a 
mind  to  compofe  thefe  growing  Differences,  found 
no  great  Trouble  in  reconciling  us,  for  they  remon- 
strated to  him,  of  what  Confequence  it  would  be 
for  us  to  live  in  a  good  Correfpondence,  ancl  to  avoid 
the  Troubles  that  would  enfue  upon  our  Quarrels. 
This  Propofal  of  an  Accommodation,  was  in  ap- 
O  3  pearance 
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pearance  mod  agreeable  to  him,  and  fo  much  the 
rather,  becaufe  he  was  glad  to  diffemble  his  Refent- 
ments  by  the  external  Signs  of  Friendfhip.  So  we 
£aw  and  embrac'd  one  another  with  mutual  Pro- 
tections of  forgetting  all  that  had  pafs'd  between 

TUS. 

After  this  Reconciliation,  I  hadreafon  to  believe, 
that  his  Heart  would  not  give  the  Lye  to  his  Mouth3 
becaufe  I  thought  he  was  not  fo  imprudent  as  to  in- 
form the  Court  of  ibme  Trifles,  wherein  he  would 
appear  to  have  proitituted  his  Honour;  but  I  was 
deceiv'd,  for  he  took  the  Pains  to  add  afterwards  to 
the  verbal  Procefs  he  had  given  in  before  our  Ac- 
commodation, fome  Falfehoods  which  he  ought  to 
have  conceafd.  'Tis  nccdlefs  to  acquaint  you,  how 
by  chance  his  Papers  fell  into  my  Hands  ;  that  In- 
difcretion  might  prove  a  Difadvantage  to  fome  Per- 
ions,  whom  Heaven  blefs.  I  fhall  only  tell  you, 
that  after  the  Recollets  had  feen  and  read  the  Alle- 
gations contain'd  in  his  Papers,  they  made  no  Scru- 
ple to  advife  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf,  and  inge- 
nuoufly  declar'd  to  me,  that  they  never  intended  to 
meddle  any  more  in  that  Affair,  becaufe  they  per- 
ceiv'd  that  they  had  innocently  contributed  to  do 
me  a  Prejudice,  by  reftoring  Peace  between  him  and 
me.  This  wholeibme  Advice  made  me  perceive  the 
Banger  to  which  I  fnould  be  expos'd,  if  I  continued 
any  longer  at  Placentitis  infomuch,  that  the  Fear  I 
had  of  being  lent  to  the  Bajiile,  after  the  Arrival  of 
the  Ships  from  France,  made  me  rcfolve  to  abandon 
all  hopes  of  making  my  Fortune  here,  and  to  throw 
up  my  Places.  After  the  Inhabitants  were  acquaint- 
ed with  this  News,  all  of  'em,  except  three  or  four3 
came  running  to  my  Houfe,  to  affure  me  they 
were  ready  to  fign  my  verbal  Procefs,  in  cafe  I 
would  change  my  Resolution  :  But  inftead  of  ac- 
cepting their  Offer,  I  gave  them  to  underftand,  ha- 
ving thank'd  them  firft  for  their  Good- will,  that 

they 
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they  would  bring  Mifchief  upon  themfelves,  and 
be  look'd  upon  at  Court  as  led itious  Perfons, 
and  Difturbers  of  the  publick  Peace  j  fince  by 
a  deteftable  Principle  of  Politicks,  an  inferior 
Perfon  is  always  judg'd  to  be  in  the  wrong, 
whatever  Reafbn  he  may  have  on  his  fide.  Indeed,! 
would  gladly  have  avoided  this  fatal  Neceffity  of 
throwing  up  my  Places,  which  feem'd  infenfibly  to 
lead  me  to  fome  great  Fortune ;  but  at  Jaft  the  Con- 
finement in  the  Baftile^  made  fuch  a  deep  Impreflion 
upon  my  Mind,  after  I  had  ferioufly  reflected  upon 
the  troublefbme  Circumftances  of  my  Affairs,  that 
I  made  no  fcruple  to  embark  in  a  little  Veffel, 
which  was  the  only  one,  and  the  laft  that  was  to 
go  to  France.  The  Propofal  I  made  to  the  Captain 
of  prefenting  him  with  1000  Crowns,  was  Co 
well  received,  that  he  engag'd  to  land  me  upon  the 
Coaft  of  Portugal  for  that  Sum,  upon  Condition  that 
I  fnould  keep  the  Secret.  The  Deft  of  the  Matter 
was,  that  my  Enemy  had  ufed  the  Precaution  of 
writing  to  the  Governors  of  Belle  lile,  of  the  Ifle  of 
Rtf,  and  of  Kochelle^  to  feize  me  as  foon  as  I  mould 
land.  He  reckon'd,  and  not  without  Reafon  indeed, 
that  this  Velfe)  would  put  into  one  of  thefe  three 
Ports :  But  three  hundred  Piftoles,  dexteroufly  con- 
vey'd  to  the  Hands  offome  People,  that  are  not  much 
accuftom'd  to  ringer  Gold,  have  a  wonderful  Effect  -, 
for  that  very  Sum,  which  indeed  I  was  loth  to  part 
with,  fav'd  me  my  Liberty,  and  perhaps  my  Life. 

Purfuant  to  this  Refolution,  I  imbarqu'dthe  14/& 
of  the  laft  Month,  notwithstanding  the  Rifque  that 
one  runs  by  Sailing  in  the  Winter-time  through 
fuch  a  Sea  as  lies  between  Newfound- Land  and  France. 
3Tis  needlefs  to  inform  you,  that  I  Ith  at  Placentia  a 
great  deal  of  Houfhold  Furniture,  which  I  could 
neither  fell  nor  carry  off  'Twill  be  more  edify- 
ing for  you  to  hear  the  Journal  of  our  Voyage.  We 
encoumer'd  three  terrible  Storms  in  pur  Paffage, 
O  4..  without 
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without  any  damage  ;  and  in  the  laft  of  thefe,  which 
lafted  three  Days,  the  Wind  at  North-Weft,  we 
run  a  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  without  any  Sail. 
This  laft  Storm  was  fo  violept,  that  the  Seamen  im- 
brae'd,  and  bid  an  eternal  Adieu  to  one  another; 
for  every  Minute  they  expected  to  be  funk  without 
Relief  As  this  Storm  alarm'd  us,  fo  the  contrary 
Winds  from  the  Eait  and  North-Eaft,  that  fprung 
upon  us  a  hundred  Leagues  to  the  Weftward  of 
tape  Finifterre,  occafion'd  an  equal  Dread  ;  for  we 
wereoblig'd  to  traverfethe  Sea  for  three  or  four  and 
twenty  Days,  after  which  we  defcry'd  the  Cape  by 
virtue  of  our  frequent  Tacking?,  and  by  a  ftrange 
Accident,  were  attacked  by  a  FlvJJjing  Privateer, 
which  could  not  board  us,  becaufe  the  Sea  roll'd  fo 
high,  but  contented  herlelf  with  Firing  upon  us,  and 
that  with  fo  little  effect:,  that  we  did  not  lofe  one 
IVIan.  Our  Mafts  and  Rigging  indeed  were  fo  da- 
mag'd,  that  after  we  were  parted  from  the  Priva- 
teer, by  the  help  of  the  Night  and  a  great  Fog,  we 
could  fcarce  make  ufe  our  Sails  :  however  we 
refitted  with  all  poffible  diligence,  and  the  Captain  of 
the  Ship  having  then  a  fair  Pretence  to  luff  out  of  the 
direct  Courfe,  ftood  to  the  South-Eaft  in  the  Night- 
time. This  feign'd  Courfe  did  not  fecure  us  from 
the  Privateer,  which  might  happen  to  fteer  the  fame 
Courfe  ;  fo  that  in  the  Night-time  we  put  ourfelvcs 
in  a  Readinefs  to  renew  the  Fight  in  the  Day-time. 
In  effect,  he  did  not  purfue  us,  as  we  apprehended ; 
But  about  Noon,  we  efcap'd  yep  more  narrowly,  for 
we  were  purfu'd  by  a  Sallyman  in  fight  of  theCoaft 
for  four  Hours,  apd  were  within  a  Hair's  breadth; 
of  being  taken,  before  we  got  under  the  Cannon  of 
the  Fort  of  this  City.  Had  we  been  catch'd,  the 
Governor  cf  Placent ia  would  have  had  fome  ground 
for  the  joyful  Exclamation,  Incidit  in  Syllam^  &c„ 
But  thank  God  we  were  only  frightned. 
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As  foon  as  we  came  to  an  Anchor,  I  paid  down 
my  1 000  Crowns  to  the  Captain,  who  has  reafon 
to  look  upon  this  A&ion,  as  one  of  the  beft  he 
ever  did  in  his  Life-time.  The  Long-boat  was 
no  fooner  in  the  Water,  than  I  went  afhoar  with 
all  my  Baggage  $  and  as  foon  as  I  came  into  this 
City,  I  procur'd  Ammunition  and  Provifions  for 
the  Ship  with  that  Expedition,  that  the  Captain 
weigh'd  Anchor  the  very  next  Day,  and  fo  con- 
tinued his  Courfe  to  France. 

As  for  the  Memoirs  of  the  Country  of  Canada, 
which  you  have  (b  often  defir'd,  I  have  addrefs'd  'cm 
to  the  Rochel  Merchant,  who  convey'd  your  Letters 
to  me  all  the  while  I  was  in  Canada.  To  thefe  I 
have  tack'd  a  fmall  Catalogue  of  the  moft  neceffary 
Words'  of  the  jilgonkin  Language  •  which,  as  I  have 
often  told  you,  is  the  fineft  and  the  moil  univerfal 
Language  in  that  Continent.  If  your  Nephew  con- 
tinues his  Defign  of  undertaking  a  Voyage  to  that 
Country,  J  would  advife  him  to  learn  thefe  Words 
in  the  time  of  his  Paffage,  that  fo  he  may  be  able 
to  ftay  five  or  fix  Months  with  the  Algonkms^  and 
underftand  what  they  fay.  I  have  likewife  lent  you 
an  Explication  of  the  Sea-Terms,  made  ufe  of  in 
my  Letters.  The  making  of  this  little  Table,  was 
a  Diverfion  to  me  in  my  Voyage  ;  for  in  perufing 
my  Letters,  I  drew  out  ibme  Remarks  which  I  de- 
fign to  impart  to  you,  if  I  find  that  the  enfuing 
Memoirs  give  you  Satisfaction. 

You  will  readily  guefs,  that  from  the  Year  1683, 
to  this  very  Day,  1  have  renoune'd  all  manner  of 
Ties  to  my  Country.  The  curious  Adventures  that 
I  have  related  to  you  in  Writing  fince  that  time, 
will  undoubtedly  afford  an  agreeable  Diverfion  to 
your  Friends  ;  provided  they  are  not  of  the  Num- 
ber of  thofe  unfufferable  Devotees,  who  would  ra- 
ther be  crucifi'd,  than  fee  an  Ecclefiaftick  expos'd. 
IVay  be  fo  kind  as  to  write  to  me  to  LtsbGUj  and 

inform 
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inform  me  of  what  you  hear,  in  reference  to  my 
Concern.  You  have  fuch  good  Correfpondents  at 
Paris,  that  you  cannot  mils  of  knowing  how  things 
go.  1  doubt  not  but  my  Adverfary  feeds  himfelf 
with  the  Hopes,  that  his  ufual  Prefents  would  pro- 
cure the  apprehending  of  me  in  France,  where  he 
thinks  I  would  be  the  Fool  to  land  :  But  now  to  be 
fure  he'll  fret  his  Heart  out,  for  that  he  cannot  gall 
me  to  his  Wifhes.  However,  'tis  as  much  his  In- 
tereil  to  follicit  my  Death,  (purfuant  to  his  unjuft 
Charge  againft  me)  as  'tis  my  Glory  to  procure  him 
a  long  Life.  Upon  this  Foot,  Sir,  the  longer  he 
lives,  the  more  Revenge  I  mall  have  ;  and  confe- 
quently  I  mall  have  an  Opportunity  of  an  eafy  So- 
lace for  the  Lofs  of  my  Places,  and  the  Difgrace  I 
have  met  with  from  the  King.     I  am, 

SIR, 

Tours,  &c. 
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Containing  a  Geographical  Defcription  of  that 
vajl  Co7iti?ient .;  the  Cufloms  and  Commerce  of 
the  Inhabitants-,  &c. 


SIR 


IN  my  former  Letters,  I  preferred  you  with  a 
View  of  the  Englijh  and  French  Colonies,  the 
Commerce  of  Canada^  the  Navigation  upon  the 
Rivers  and  Lakes  of  that  Country,  the  Courfe  of 
Sailing  from  Europe  to  North- America,  the  feveral 
Attempts  made  by  the  Englijlo  to  matter  the  French 
Colonies,  the  Incurficns  of  the  French  upon  New- 
England,  and  upon  the  Jroquefe  Country  :  In  a 
"Word,  Sir,  I  have  reveal'd  a  great  many  things, 
that  for  Reafons  of  State  or  Politicks,  have  been  hi- 
therto, conceal'd  ;  infomuch,  that  if  you  were  capa- 
ble of  making  me  a  Sacrifice  to  your  Refentment, 
'tis  now  in  your  Power  to  ruin  me  at  Court,  by  pro- 
ducing my  Letters. 

All  that  I  writ  in  the  foregoing  Letters,  and  the 
whole  Subftance  of  the  Memoirs  I  now  lend  you, 
is  truth  as  plain  as  the  Sun-fhine.  I  flatter  no  Man, 
and  I  fpare  no  body.  I  fcorn  to  be  partial  •  I  beftow 
due  P,raife  upon  thofe  who  are  in  no  Capacity  to 

iervc 
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ferve  me,  and  I  cenfure  the  Conduct  of  others,  that 
are  capable  of  doing  me  an  Injury  by  indirect  Me- 
thods.   I  am  not  influenc'd  by  that  Principle  of  In- 
tereft  and  Party-making,  that  is  the  Rule  of  fbme 
Folks  Words.     I  facrificeall  to  the  Love  of  Truth, 
and  write  with  no  other  View,  than  to  give  you  a  juft 
Reprefentation  of  things  as  they  are.    ?Tis  beneath 
me  to  mince  or  alter  the  Matter  of  Fact,  containM 
either  in  the  Letters  I  lent  you  fbme  ten  or  twelve 
Years  ago,  or  in  thefe  Memoirs.     In  the  Courfe  of 
my  Voyages  and  Travels,  I  took  care  to  keep  parti- 
cular Journals  of  every  thing  ;  but  a  minute  Rela- 
tion of  all  Particulars,  would  be  irklbme  to  you,  be- 
fides,  that  the  Trouble  of  taking  a  Copy  of  the 
Journals,  before  I  have  an  Opportunity  of  fhewing 
you  the  Original,  would  require  more  time  than  I 
can   well  fpare.     In    thefe  Memoirs  you'll  find  as 
much  as  will  ferve  to  form  a  perfect  Idea  of  the  vaft 
Continent  of  North-America.    In  the  Courfe  of  our 
Correfpondence  from  the  Year  1683,  to  this  time,  I 
fent  you  five  and  twenty  Letters,  of  all  which  I 
have  kept  a  Double  very  carefully.    My  only  View 
in   writing  of  thefe  Letters,  was  to  inform  you  of 
the  moft  effential  Things ;  for  I  was  unwilling  to 
perplex  and  confound  your  Thoughts,  with  an  Infi- 
nity of  uncommon   things,  that  have  happen'd  in 
that  Country.     If  you'll  confult  my  Maps,  as  you 
read  the  abovemention'd  Letterss,  you'll  find  a  juft 
Reprefentation  of  all  the  Places  1  have  fpoke  of. 
Thefe  Maps  are  very  particular,  and  I  dare  aflfure 
you,  they  are  the  corrected  yet  extant.  My  Voyage 
upon  the  Long  River,  gave  me  an  Opportunity  of 
making  that  little  Map,  which  I  fent  you  from  Mif- 
filimakmac  in  1699,  with  my  fixteenth  Letter.  'Tis 
true,  it  gives  only  a  bare  Description  of  that  River, 
and  the  River  of  the  Miffouris  ;  But  it  requir'd  more 
time  than  I  could  fpare,  to  make  it  more  complete, 
by  a  Knowledge  of  the  adjacent  Countries^  which 

ha  vG 
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have  hitherto  been  unknown  to  all  the  World,  as 
well  as  that  great  River,  and  which  I  would  never 
have  vifited,  if  I  had  not  been  fully  inftru&ed  in- 
every  thing  that  related  to  it,  and  convoy 'd  by  a 
good  Guard.  I  have  plac'd  the  Map  of  Canada  at 
the  Front  of  thefe  Memoirs,  and  defire  that  Favour 
of  you,  that  you  would  not  fhew  it  to  any  body  un- 
der my  Name.  To  the  latter  Part  I  have  fubjoin'd 
an  Explication  of  the  Marine,  and  other  difficult 
Terms,  made  ufe  of  in  my  Letters,  as  well  as  in  thefe 
Memoirs;  which  you'll  pleafeto  confult,  when  you 
meet  with  a  Word  that  you  do  not  underftand. 

AJbort  Defcription  of  Canada. 

You'll  think,  Sir,  that  I  advance  a  Paradox,  when 
I  acquaint  you,  that  New-France,  commonly  call'd 
Canada,  comprehends  a  greater  Extent  of  Ground, 
than  the  half  of  Europe  :  But  pray  mind  what  Proof 
I  have  for  that  ArTertion.  You  know  that  Europe 
extends  South  and  North,  from  the  35  to  the  72 
Degree  of  Latitude,  or,  if  you  will,  from  Cadiz  to 
the  North  Cape  on  the  Confines  of  Lapland  ;  and 
that  its  Longitude  reaches  from  the  gtb  to  the  94^ 
Degree ;  that  is,  from  the  River  Oby,  to  the  Weft 
Cape  in  Tflandia.  But  at  the  fame  time,  if  we  take 
the  greateft  Breadth  of  Europe,  from  £aft  to  Weft, 
from  the  imaginary  Canal,  (for  Inftance)  between 
the  ttanais  and  the  Volga,  to  Dinglebay  in  Ireland,  it 
makes  but  66  Degrees  of  Longitude,  which  con- 
tain more  Leagues  than  the  Degrees  allotted  to  it 
towards  the  Polar  Circle,  tho*  thefe  are  more  nu- 
merous, by  reafbn  that  the  Degrees  of  Longitude 
are  unequal :  and  fince  we  are  wont  to  meafure  Pro- 
vinces, Iflands,  and  Kingdoms,  by  the  fpace  of 
Ground,  I  am  of  the  Opinion,  that  we  ought  to 
make  ule  of  the  fame  Standard,  with  refpect.to  the 
four  Parts  of  the  Wrorld.  The  Geographers  who  par- 
te! 
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eel  out  the  Earth  In  their  Clofets,  according  to  theil" 
Fancy  -3  thefe  Gentlemen,  I  fay,  might  have  been 
aware  of  this  Advance,  if  they  had  been  more  care- 
ful.     But,  to  come  to  Canada. 

All  the  World  knows,  that  Canada  reaches  from 
the  39?Z?  to  the  6$th  Degree  of  Latitude,  that  is,  from 
the  South-fide  of  the  Lake  Erne,  to  the  North-fide 
of  Hudfons  Bay  ;  and  from  the  284^,  to  the  336^ 
Degree  of  Longitude,  'viz.  from  the  River  Mijfifipi, 
to  Cape  Kafe  in  the  Iflandof  New-Foundland.  1  af- 
firm therefore,  that  Europe  has  but  1 1  Degrees  of 
Latitude,  and  3  3  of  Longitude,  more  than  Canada, 
m  which  I  comprehend  the  Ifland  of  New-Found- 
land,  Acadia,  and  all  the  other  Countries  that  lie  to 
the  Northward  of  the  River  St.  Laurence,  which 
h  the  pretended  great  Boundary  that  fevers  the 
French  Colonies  from  the  Englijlo.  Were  I  to  reckon 
in  all  the  Countries  that  lie  to  the  North-Weft  of 
Canada,  I  mould  find  it  larger  than  Europe  :  But  I 
confine  myfelf  to  what  is  difcover'd,  known  and 
own'd;  I  mean,  to  the  Countries  in  which  the 
French  trade  with  the  Natives  for  Beavers,  and  in 
which  they  have  Forts,  Magazines,  Miilionaries, 
and  fmall  Settlements. 

"Lis  above  a  Century  and  a  half  fince  Canada  was 
difcover'd.  John  Verafan  was  the  firft  Difcoverer, 
though  he  got  nothing  by  it,  for  the  Savages  eat  him 
up.  James  Cartier  was  the  next  that  went  thither, 
but  after  Sailing  with  his  Ship  above  Quebec,  he  re- 
turn'd  to  France  with  a  forry  Opinion  of  the  Coun- 
try. At  laft  better  Sailors  were  imploy'd  in  the  Dis- 
covery, and  trae'd  the  River  of  St.  Laurence  more 
narrowly  :  And  about  the  Beginning  of  the  laft  Cen- 
tury, a  Colony  was  fent  thither  from  Rouen,  which 
fettled  there  afcer  a  great  deal  of  Oppofition  from  the 
Natives.  At  this  Day  the  Colony  is  fo  populous, 
that  'tis  computed  to  contain  180000  Souls.  I  have 
already  given  youfome  Account  of  that  Country  in 

my 
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my  Letters,  and  therefore  lhallnow  only  point  to  the 
moft  noted  Places,  and  take  notice  of  what  may  grati- 
fy your  Curiofity  beyond  what  you  have  yet  heard. 

We  are  at  a  Lofs  to  find  the  Head  of  the  R  i  ver  of 
St.  Laurence,  for  tho'  we  have  trac'd  it  {even  or  eight 
hundred  Leagues  up,  yet  we  could  never  reach  its 
Source  ;  the  remoteft  Place  that  the  Ccureurs  de  Bois 
go  to,  being  the  Lake  Lenemipigon,  which  difim- 
bogues  into  the  Upper  Lake,  as  the  Upper  Lake  does 
into  the  Lake  of  Hurons,  the  Lake  of  Hurons  into 
that  of  Errie  alias  Conti,  and  that  of  Errie,  into  the 
Lake  of  Fronteuac,  which  forms  this  laft  great  River, 
that  runs  for  twenty  Leagues  with  a  pretty  gentle 
Stream,  andfweeps  thro'  30  more  with  a  very  rapid 
Current,  till  it  reaches  the  City  of  Monreal ;  from 
whence  it  continues  its  Courfe  with  ibme  moderation 
to  the  City  of  ghtebec  •  and  after  that,  fpreads  out, 
and  inlarges  itfelf  by  degrees  to  its  Mouth,  which 
lies  a  hundred  Leagues  further.  If  we  may  credit  the 
North-Country  Savages,  this  River  takes  its  Rile 
from  the  great  Lake  of  the  Jffimpouals,  which  they 
give  out  to  be  larger  than  any  of  the  Lakes  I  men- 
tion'd  but  now,  being  fituated  at  the  Diftance  of  fifty 
or  fixty  Leagues  from  the  Lake  of  Lenemipgon.  The 
River  of  St.  Laurence  is  20  or  22  Leagues  broad  at 
its  Mouth,  in  the  middle  of  which  there's  an  Ifland 
call'd  Anticofti,  which  is  twenty  Leagues  long.  This 
Ifland  belongs  to  the  Sieur  Joliet  a  Canadan,  wha 
has  built  a  little  fortify 'd  Magazine  upon  it,  to  guard 
his  Goods  and  his  Family  from  the  Incurfions  of  the 
EskimaiiX)  of  whom  more  anon.  He  deals  with  the 
other  Savage  Nations,  namely,  the  Mantagnois,  and 
the  Papipanachois  in  Arms  and  Ammunition,  by  way 
of  Exchange  for  the  Skins  of  Sea- Wolves  or  Sea- 
Calves,  and  fome  other  Furs.  y 

Over  againft  this  Ifland,  to  the  Southward  of  it, 
we  find  the  Ifle  call'd  L'lfle  Per'cee,  which  is  a  great 
Rock  with  a  PalTage  bor'd  through  it,   in  which 

the 


io8  Some  New  Voyages 

the  Sloops  can  only  paft.  In  time  of  Peace  the 
Bifcayans  of  France,  and  the  Normans,  us'd  to  fifh 
for  Cod  at  this  PJace  :  For  here  that  Fifh  are  very 
plentiful,  and  at  the  fame  time  larger,  and  more 
proper  for  drying  than  thofe  of  New-Foundland. 
But  there  are  two  great  Inconveniences  that  attend 
the  fifhing  upon  this  Ifland  ;  one  is,  that  the  Ships 
ride  in  great  Danger,  unlefs  they  have  good  Anchors 
and  ftrong  Cables  ;  another  Inconvenience  is,  that 
this  Place  affords  neither  Gravel  nor  Flint-ftones  to 
ftretch  out  the  Fifh  upon  before  the  Sun,  and  that 
the  Fifhermen  are  forc'd  to  make  ufe  of  a  fort  of 
Hurdles. 

There  are  other  Fifhing-places  befides  this,  which 
lie  fome  Leagues  higher  up  upon  the  fame  Side  of 
the  River.  Such  is  that  call  d  Gafpe,  where  the 
Ships  Crews  fometimes  trade  in  Skins  with  the  Gafpe- 
fians,  to  the  Prejudice  of  the  Proprietors  of  this 
River.  The  other  Places  for  Cod-fifh  lie  toward 
Monts  notre  dame,  in  the  little  Bays  or  Rivers  that 
empty  themfelves  into  the  River  of  St.  Laurence. 

On  the  other  fide  of  the  River  there  lies  the  wide 
extended  Country  of  Labrador ,  or  of  the  Eskimaux9 
who  are  fucha  wild  barbarous  People,  that  no  means 
whatfoever,  have  hitherto  been  able  to  civilize  'em. 
One  wou'd  think  that  good  old  Homer  had  this  Peo- 
ple in  his  View,  when  he  ipeaks  of  the  Cycldps ; 
for  the  Character  of  the  one,  fuits  the  other  admira- 
bly well,  as  it  appears  from  thefe  four  Verles,  in  the 
ninth  Book  of  his  Odyjfia,  which  are  fo  pretty,  that 
I  cannot  forbear  inferting  them  in  this  Place. 
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That  is;  this  People  do  not  perplex  themfelves 
with  voluminous  Laws,  and  vexatious  Suits;  they 
delight  only  in  the  tops  of  Mountains,  and  deep 
Caves,  and  every  one  confines  his  Care  to  the  Ma- 
nagement of  his  own  Family,  without  troubling 
his  Head  about  his  Neighbour.  The  Danes 'were 
the  firft  Difcoverers  of  this  Country,  which  is  full 
of  Ports,  Havens  and  Bays,  that  the  Quebec  Barques 
refort  to  in  the  Summer,'  in  order  to  truck  with  the 
Savages  for  the  Skins  of  Sea  Calves.  The  Com- 
merce I  fpeak  of,  is  carried  on  after  this  Manner. 
As  foon  as  the  Quebec  Barques  come  to  an  Anchor, 
thefe  Devils  come  on  board  of  them  in  their  little 
Canows  made  of  the  Skins  of  Sea-Calves,  in  the 
Form  of  a  Weaver's  Shuttle,  with  a  Hole  in  the 
middle  of  it,  refembling  that  of  a  Purfe,  in  which 
they  flow  themfelves  with  Ropes,  fitting  fquat  upon 
their  Breech.  Being  fet  in  this  fdhion,  they  row 
with  little  Slices,  fometimes  to  the  Right,  andfome- 
times  to  the  Left  without  bending  their  Body  for 
fear  of  Over-fetting.  As  foon  as  they  are  near  the 
Barque,  they  hold  up  their  Skins  upon  the  End  of 
the  Oar,  and  at  the  fame  time  make  a  demand  of  fo 
many  Knives,  Powder,  Ball,  Fufees,  Axes,  Kettles, 
£§c.  In  fine,  every  one  Jhews  what  he  has,  and  men- 
tions what  he  expects  in  exchange:  And  fo  when 
theBargain  is  concluded,  they  deliver  and  receive 
their  Goods  upon  the  End  of  a  Stick.  As  thefe  pi- 
tiful Fellows  ufe  the  Precaution  of  not  going  on 
board  of  our  Boats,  fo  we  take  Care  not  to  fufFer 
too  great  a  number  of  Canows  to  furround  us ;  for 
they  have  carry'd  off  oftner  than  once,  fome  of 
our  fmall  VefTels,  at  a  Time  when  our  Seamen  were 
bufied  in  hauling  in  the  Skins,  and  delivering  out 
the  other  Goods.  Here,  we  are  oblig'd  to  be  very 
vigilant  in  the  Night-time,  for  they°know  how  to 
make  great  Sloops,  that  will  hold  thirty  or  forty 
Men,  and  run  as  fait  as  the  Wind  :  And  'tis  for  this 
P  Reafon 
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Reafon  that  the  Mahuins,  who  fifh  for  Cod  at  Petit 
Nord,  and  the  Spaniards  who  follow  the  fame  Fifhery 
at  Portochoua,  are  oblig'd  to  fit  in  long  Barques  to 
fcour  the  Coafl  and  \  urfue  'cm ;  for  almoft  every 
Year  they  furprize  fomc  of  the  Crew  on  ihoar,  and 
cut  their  Throats,  and  fometimes  they  carry  off 
the  Veffel.  Wc  are  ailur'd  that  their  number  of 
Warriours  or  Men  that  bear  Arms,  amounts  to 
thirty  thoufand  ;  but  th^y  are  fuch  cowardly  Fel- 
lows that  five  hundred  CUftino's  from  Hudfon's  Bay, 
ufed  to  defeat  five  or  fix  thoufand  of  them.  They 
are  poffefs'd  of  a  very  large  Country,  extending 
from  over  againll:  the  Illes  of  Mingan  to  Hudfon's 
Streight.  They  crofs  over  to  the  Ifland  of  New- 
found-Land every  day,  at  the  Streight  of  Belle  Ifle, 
which  is  not  above  ieven  Leagues  over ',  but  they 
never  come  fo  fir  as  Placentia,  for  fear  of  meeting 
with  other  Savages  there. 

Hudfon's  Bay  adjoins  to  thisTmvzof  Lambrador, 
and  extends  from  the  52^  Degree  and  thirty  Mi- 
nutes to  the  63  of  Latitude.  The  Original  of  its 
Name  was  this.  Captain  Henry  Hudfon^  an  Englijb 
Man  by  Birth,  obtain'd  a  Ship  from  the  Dutch,  in 
order  to  trace  a  Pallage  to  China  through  an  imagi- 
nary Streight  to  the  North-ward  of  North-America. 
He  had  firil  form'd  a  Defign  of  going  by  the  way 
of  Nova  Zembla  ',  but  upon  feeing  the  y.emoirs  of 
a  Danijb  Pilot,  who  was  a  friend  of  his,  he  drop'd 
that  Thought.  This  Pilot,  namely,  Frederick  Anf- 
child,  had  fet  out  from  Norway  or  Tjlandia,  fome 
Years  before,  with  a  Defign  to  find  out  a  PaiTageto 
Japan  by  Davis's  Streight,  which  is  the  Chimerical 
Streight  I  fpoke  of.  The  firft  Land  he  defcry'd  was 
Savage  Bay,  feated  on  the  North  fide  of  the  Terra 
of  Labrador',  thenfweeping  along  the  Coafl:,  heen- 
tcr'd  a  Streight,  which  about  twenty  or  thirty  Years 
afterwards,  was  chriilen'd  Hudfon's  Streight.  -After 
that,  fleering  to  the  Weliward,  he  came  upon  ibmc 
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Coafts  that  run  North  and  South ;  upon  which  he 
Hood  to  the  North,  flattering  himiclf  with  the  hopes 
of  finding  an  open  Paflage  to  crofs  the  Sea  oijejfo\ 
but  after  failing  to  the  Latitude  of  the  Polar  Cir- 
cle, and  running  the  rifque  of  perifhing  upon  the  Ice, 
(I  do  not  know  how  often,)  without  meeting  with 
any  Paflage  or  open  Sea,  he  took  up  a  Refolution  of 
turning  back;  but  the  Seafon  was  then  fo  far  advane'd, 
and  the  Ice  io  covered  up  the  Surface  of  the  Water, 
that  he  was  fore'd  to  put  into  Hudfon  s  Bay,and  win- 
ter there  in  a  Harbour,  where  feveral  Savages  fur- 
niflied  his  Crew  with  Provi  lions  and  excellent  Skins. 
As  foon  as  the  Sea  was  open,  he  returned  to  Den- 
mark.    Now,  Captain  Hudfon  being  afterwards  ac- 
quainted with  this  Dane,  uudertook  upon  his  Jour- 
nals to  attempt  a  Palfage  to  Japan  through  the 
Streight  of  Davis ;  but  the  Enterprise  fail'd,  as  well 
as  that  of  one  Button,  and  fome  others.     However, 
Hudfon  put  into  the  Bay  that  now  goes  by  his  name, 
where  he  rcceiv'd  a  great  Quantity  of  Skins  from 
the  Savages ;  after  that,  he  difcover'd  New  Holland, 
which  is  now  call'd  New  Tork,    and  fome  other 
Countries  retaining  toNtw- England:  upon  the  whole, 
'tis  not  fair  to  call  this  Streight  and  this  Bay,  by 
the  name  of  Hudfon ;  in  regard  that  the  abovemen- 
tion'd  Dane,  Frederick  Afchild,  wasthefirftdifcoverer 
of  them  j  he  being  the  firft  European  that  defcry'd 
the  Countries  of  North-America,  and  chalk'd  out  the 
way  to  the  others.  Upon  this  Hudfon  s  Journals,  the 
Englijbma.dc  feveral  Attempts  to  fettle  a  Commerce 
with  the  Americans.  The  great  Quantity  of  Beaver- 
Skins  and  other  Furs  that  he  purchased  of  the  Savages 
while  he  wintcr'd  in  the  Bay,  put  the  Notion  into 
the  Heads  of  fome  Englijb  Merchants,  who  there- 
upon form'd  a  Company  for  the  carrying  on  of  this 
New  Commerce.    With  this  View,  they  fitted  out 
fome  Ships  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Nelfon, 
who  lofl:  fome  of  'em  in  the  Ice  not  tar  from  the 
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Streight,  having  cfcap'd  narrowly  himfelf.  Howe- 
ver, he  enter'd  the  Bay,  and  plac'd  himfelf  at  the 
Mouth  of  a  great  River,  which  rifes  towards  the 
Lake  of  the  Afitnfouals,  and  falls  into  the  Bay  at  a 
Place  where  he  built  a  Redoubt,  and  mounted  fome 
Cannon  upon  it.  In  the  Space  of  three  or  four  Years 
after,  the  Englifb  made  fomc  other  little  Forts  near 
that  River,  which  prov'd  a  considerable  Baulk  to 
the  Commerce  of  the  French,  who  found  that  the 
Savages  who  us'd  to  deal  with  "em  in  Furs  on  the 
North  fide  of  the  upper  Lake,  were  not  then  to 
be  feen. 

It  came  to  pafs  in  Procefs  of  Time,  but  how  I 
cannot  tell,  that  one  Ratiflon,  and  one  Groziker, 
met,  in  that  great  Lake,  iome  Clijiino's,  who  pro- 
mis'd  to  conduct  'em  to  the  Bottom  of  the  Bay, 
where  the  Englip  had  not  yet  penetrated.  In  ef- 
fect, the  Cliftino's  were  as  good  as  their  Word ;  for 
they  fhew'd  'em  the  Place  they  fpoke  of,  beiides 
feveral  other  Rivers  upon  which  there  was  a  fair 
Profpedt  of  making  fuch  Settlements  as  would 
carry  on  a  great  Trade  in  Skins  with  feveral  Savage 
Nations.  Thefe  two  Frenchmen  returned  to  the  Up- 
per Lake,  the  fame  way  that  they  went,  and  from 
thence  made  the  bell  of  their  way  to  Quebec ',  where 
they  offer'd  to  the  chief  Merchants  of  the  Place, 
to  carry  Ships  to  Hudfon's  Bay;  but  their  Project 
was  rejected.  In  fine,  having  me  with  thisrepulfe, 
they  went  to  France,  in  Hopes  of  a  more  favour- 
able Hearing  at  Court :  But  after  the  prefenting  cf 
Memorial  upon  Memorial,  and  fpending  a  great 
deal  of  Money,  they  were  treated  as  whimlical 
Fellows.  Upon  that  Occalion  the  King  of  England's 
Ambaflador  did  not  lofe  the  Opportunity  of  per- 
fwading  them  to  go  to  London,  where  they  met  with 
fuch  a  favourable  Reception,  that  they  got  feveral 
Ships,  which  they  carry'd  to  the  Bay,  not  without 
difficulty,  and  built  feveral  Forts  in  different  places, 
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that  did  great  Service  in  promoting  the  Commerce. 
Then  the  Court  of  France  repented,  though  too 
late,  that  they  did  not  give  ear  to  their  Memorials ; 
and  finding  no  other  Remedy,  refolv'd  to  diflodgc 
the  Englijb  at  any  rate.  In  effect,  they  attacked  'em 
vigoroufly  by  Sea  and  Land,  anddifpofTcfs'd'emof 
all  their  Forts,  excepting  Fort  Netfon,  where  they 
could  not  expect  fuch  an  eaiie  Conqueft.  Some 
Years  after,  the  Englife  refolv'd  to  ufe  their  utmoft 
Efforts  to  retake  theie  Pofts;  and  their  Rcfolution 
was  crown'd  with  Succefs,  for  they  diilodg'd  the 
French  in  their  turn,  and  at  this  Day  the  French  are 
making  Preparations  to  repay  'em  in  their  own 
Coin. 

That  Country  is  fo  cold  forfeven  or  eight  iVonths 
of  the  Year,  that  the  Sea  freezes  ten  Foot  deep, 
the  Trees  and  the  very  Stones  fplit ;  the  Snow  is  ten 
or  twelve  Foot  deep  upon  the  Ground,  for  above 
fix  Months  of  the  Year,  and  during  that  Seafon, 
no  body  can  ftir  out  of  Doors,  without  running  the 
rifque  of  having  their  Nofe,  Ears  and  Feet  mortifi- 
ed by  the  Cold.     The  PafTage  from  Europe  to  that 
Country  isfo  difficult  and  dangerous,  by  Reafon  of 
the  Ice  and  the  Currents,  that  one  muft  be  reduced  to 
the  laft  degree  of  mifery,  or  be  blind  to  a  foolifh 
heighth,  that  undertakes  fuch  a  wretched  Voyage. 
'Tis  now  time  to  pafs  from  Hudfons  Bay,  to  the 
Superior  or  Upper  Lake.     'Tis  ealier  to  make  this 
Voyage  upon  Paper,  than  to  go  actually  through 
it  y  for  you  mull  fail  almoit  a  hundred  Leagues  up 
the  River  of  Machakandibi,  which  is  fo  rapid  and 
full  of  Cataracts,  that  a  light  Canow  work'd  by 
fix  Watermen,  mail  not  fail  'em  under  thirty  or 
thirty  five  Days.  At  the  Head  of  this  River  we  meet 
with  a  little  Lake  of  the  fame  Name,  from  whence 
we  are  oblig'd  to  a  Land-carriage  of  feven  Leagues, 
to  get  at  the  River  of  Michipikoton,  which  we  run 
down  in  ten  or  twelve  Days  j  though  at  the  fame 
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time  we  have  feveral  Land-carriages  upon  it :  For 
going  down  this  River  we  pafs  ieveral  Cataracts, 
where  we  are  oblig'd  cither  to  carry  our  Canows 
by  Land,  or  to  drag  'em  back  again.  Thus  we 
arrive  at  the  Upper  Lake,  which  is  reckon' d  to  be 
five  hundred  Leagues  in  Circumference,  including 
the  windings  of  the  Creeks,  and  little  Gulphs.  This 
little  frefh-water  Sea  is  calm  enough  from  the  be- 
ginning of  May,  to  the  End  of  September.  The  South 
Mde  is  the  fareit  for  the  Cahows,  by  reafon  of  the 
many  Bays,  and  little  Rivers,  where  one  may  put 
in,  in  cafe  of  a  Storm.  There  is  no  fettled  Savage 
Nation  upon  the  Brinks  of  the  Lake,  that  I  know 
of.  'Tis  true  indeed,  that  in  Summer,  feveral  Nor- 
thern Nations  come  to  hunt  and  filh  in  thefe  Parts, 
and  bring  with  'em  the  Beaver-Skins  they  have  got 
in  the  Winter,  in  order  to  truck  with  the  Coureurs 
de  Bois,  who  do  not  fail  to  meet  'em  there  every 
Year.  The  Places  where  the  Interview  happens, 
are  Bagouafch,  Lemipifaki,  'm&Chagouamigon.  'Tis 
fome  Years  lince  Mr.  Dulbut  built  a  Fort  of  Pales  or 
Stakes  upon  this  Lake,  where  he  had  large  Maga- 
zines of  all  Sorts  of  Goods.  That  Fort  was  call'd 
CamamjUgoyati,  and  did  considerable  Dis-fcrvice  to 
the  KtigHJb  Settlements  in  Hndfen's  Bay,  by  reafon 
that  it  fav'd  feveral  Nations  the  Trouble  of  tranf- 
porting  their  Skins  to  that  Bay.  Upon  that  Lake 
we  find  Copper  Mines,  the  Metal  of  which  is  fo 
fine  and  plentiful,  that  there  is  not  a  feventh  Part 
loft  from  the  Ore.  It  has  fome  pretty  large  Iflands, 
which  are  repleniifi'd  with  Elks  and  wild  Aries; 
but  there's  Icarce  any  that  goes  to  hunt  upon  *em, 
by  reafon  of  the  Danger  of  croffing  over.  In  fine 
this  Lake  abounds  with  Sturgeons,  Trouts,  and 
white  Filh.  The  Climate  is  almoft  unfufferably 
cold  for  lix  Months  of  the  Year,  and  the  Snow 
join'd  to  the  Frofl,  commonly  freezes  the  Water 
of  the  kake  for  ten  or  twelve  Leagues  over. 
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From  the  Superiour  or  Uppbr  Lake,  I  fleer  to  that 
of  Hiwons,  to  which  I  allot  four  hundred  Leagues 
in  Circumference.  Now  to  make  this  Lake,  you 
mult  fail  down  by  the  Fall  call'd  Saut  St.  Mary,  which 
I  defcrib'd  in  my  fifteenth  Letter.  This  Lake  is  iitu- 
ated  in  a  fine  Climate,  as  you'll  perceive  from  the 
Map.  The  North  Side  of  it  is  belt  for  the  Naviga- 
tion of  Canows,  by  reafon  of  the  frequency  of  Iiles 
which  afford  flicker  in  bad  Weather.  The  South 
Side  is  pleafanter,  and  more  convenient  for  the 
Hunting  of  Deer,  which  are  there  very  plentiful.  The 
figure  of  this  Lake  comes  near  to  an  equilateral  Tri- 
angle. Of  all  its  Iflcs,  that  called  Manitoualiny  is  the 
moll  coniiderablc,  being  above  twenty  Leagues 
long,  and  ten  broad.  Informer  times,  the  Outaouas 
of  the  Nations  of  Talon  and  Sable  dwelt  in  it j  but 
the  Dread  they  were  under,  upon  the  account  of  the 
Iroquefe,  oblig'd  both  them  and  their  Neighbours  to 
retire  to  Miffilimakinac.  That  Part  of  the  Conti- 
nent that  faces  this  Ifland,  is  inhabited  by  the 
Nockes  and  the  MiJJitagws,  in  two  different  Villa- 
ges, which  are  twenty  Leagues  diltant,  the  one 
from  the  other.  Towards  the  Eait  end  of  this  I- 
iland,  we  tall  in  with  the  River  des  Francois ,  which 
I  took  Notice  of  in  my  fixteenth  Letter.  'Tis  as 
broad  as  the  Seine  is  at  Paris,  and  runs  not  above  for- 
ty Leagues  in  length  from  its  Source  in  the  Lake 
Nepicerini)  to  its  Mouth.  To  the  North-well  of 
this  River  there  lies  the  Bay  of  Tbranto,  which  is 
twenty,  or  five  and  twenty  Leagues  long,  and  fif- 
teen broad  at  its  Mouth.  This  Bay  receives  a  Ri- 
ver that  fprings  from  a  little  Lake  ot  the  fame  name, 
and  forms  feveral  Cataracts  that  are  equally  im- 
practicable both  upon  the  Afcent  and  Defcent.  Up- 
on the  Side  of  this  River  you'll  fee  a  Man's  Head 
mark'd  in  my  Map,  which  lignifies  a  large  Village 
of  the  HuronSy  that  was  deftroy'd  by  the  Iroquefe. 
You  may  go  from  the  Source  of  this  River  to  the 
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Lake  Frotitenac,  by  making  a  Land-carriage  to  the 
River  of  Ta??aouate,  that  falls  into  that  Lake.  Upon 
the  South  Side  of  the  Bay  of  Toronto,  you  fee  the 
Fort  caird  Fort  Suppofi,  which  I  mention'd  in  my 
23d  Letter,  and  about  thirty  Leagues  to  the  South- 
ward of  that,  you  find  the  Country  oiTfheotibntatv'y 
which  being  formerly  inhabited  by  the  Hurons,  was 
entirely  depopulated  by  the  Iroquefe. 

From  thence  I  pafs  dirc&iy  to  my  Fort,  with- 
out amufingyou  with  the  different  Landskips  I  met 
with  in  the'Space  of  thirty  Leagues.  That  Fort  I 
have  fpoke  fo  often  of  already,  that  without  flop- 
ping there,  I  mall  run  directly  to  the  Bay  of  Saki~ 
fiac,  reckoning  it  needlefs  at  the  fame  time,  to  take 
any  Notice  of  the  many  Shelves  and  Rocks  that  lye 
hid  under  the  Water  for  two  Leagues  off  the  Coait. 
This  Bay  is  fixteen  or  feventeen  Leagues  long,  and 
fix  broad  at  its  Mouth :  In  the  middle  of  which  we 
meet  with  two  little  Wands,  that  are  very  fcrvicc- 
able  to  the  Paifengers  \  for  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Conveniency  of  putting  in  there,  they  would  be  ob- 
liged for  the  mofl  Part,  rather  to  march  quite  round 
the  Bay,  than  to  run  the  Hazard  of  croffing  directly 
ove'r  in  a  Canow.  The  River  of  Sakiuac  falls  into 
the  bottom  of  the  Bay.  This  River  runs  fixtyLeagues 
in  Length,  with  a  gentle  Current,  having  only  three 
little  Cataracts  that  one  may  moot  without  Dan- 
ger. Tis  as  broad  as  the  Seine  is  at  Seve  Bridge. 
Once  in  two  Years  the  Outaouas  and  the  Hurons,  are 
wont  to  hunt  great  Quantities  of  Beavers  upon  the 
Confines  of  the  River  of  Sakinac.  Between  the  R  i- 
vcr  1  now  fpeak  of,  and  Mtffilimakitmc,  we  meet 
with  no  Place  that  is  worth  our  Regard.  As  for  Mif- 
filimakivac  itfelf,  I  have  already  imparted  to  you 
all  that  I  can  fay  of  that  Poft,  which  is  of  fo  great 
Importance  to  our  Commerce,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
fent  you  a  Draught  of  it.  I  fhall  therefore  purfue 
my  Courfe  to  the  Lake  Errie,  remembring  that^  I 
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defcrib'd  the  Ilinefe  Lake  in  my  fixteenth  Letter. 
The  Lake  Errii  is  jultly  dignified  with  the  illu- 
strious Name  of  Conti }  for  aiiuredly  'tis  the  fineft. 
Lake  upon  Earth.  You  may  judge  of  the  Goodnefs 
of  the  Climate,  from  the  Latitudes  of  the  Countries 
that  furround  it.  Its  Circumference  extends  to  two 
hundred  and  thirty  Leagues ;  but  it  affords  every 
wherefucha  charming  Pro fpe&,  that  its  Banks  are 
deck'd  with  Oak-Trees,  Elms,  Chefnut-Trees, Wal- 
nut-Trees, Apple-Trees,  Plum-Trees,  and  Vines 
which  bear  their  fine  Gutters  up  to  the  very  Top  of 
the  Trees,  upon  a  fort  of  Ground  that  lies  as  fniooth 
as  one's  Hand.  Such  Ornaments  as  thefe,  are  fuf- 
ficient  to  give  rife  to  the  moil  agreeable  Idea  of  a 
Landskip  in  the  World .  I  cannot  exprefs  what  vaft 
Quantities  of  Deer  and  Turkeys  are  to  be  found  in 
thefe  Woods,  and  in  the  vaft  Meads  that  lie  upon 
the  South  Side  of  the  Lake.  At  the  Bottom  of 
the  Lake,  we  find  wild  Beeves  upon  the  Banks  of 
two  pleafant  Rivers  that  difembogue  into  it,  with- 
out Cataracfs  or  rapid  Currents  It  abounds  with 
Sturgeon  and  white  Fiih ;  but  Trouts  are  very  fcarce 
in  it,  as  well  as  the  other  FilTi  that  we  take  in  the 
Lakes  of  Hurons  and  Ilinefe.  'Tis  clear  of  Shelves, 
Rocks,  and  Banks  of  Sand  ;  and  has  fourteen  or 
fifteen  Fathom  Water.  The  Savages  affure  us,  that 
'tis  never  diiturb'd  with  high  Winds,  but  in  the 
Months  of  December,  January,  and  February,  and  e- 
ven  then  but  feldom,  which  indeed  I  am  very  apt 
to  believe  for  we  had  but  very  few  Storms,  when 
I  winter'd  in  my  Fort  in  1688,  though  the  Fort  lay 
open  to  the  Lake  of  Hurons.  The  Banks  of  this 
Lake  are  commonly  frequented  by  non~but  Warri- 
ours,  whether  the  Iroquefe,  the  Ilinefe,  the  Oumamis% 
&c.  and  'tis  very  dangerous  to  flop  there.  By  this 
means  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  the  Stags,  Roe-Bucks 
and  Turkeys  run  in  great  Bodies  up  and  down  the 
ilioar3  all  round  the  Lake.    In  former  times  the  Er- 
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nerononSy  and  the  Andaflogtmonons,  liv'd  upon  the 
Confines  of  the  Lake,  but  they  were  extirpated  by 
the  froquefe,  as  well  as  the  other  Nations  mark'd 
in  the  Map. 

Upon  the  North  Side  of  the  Lake  we  defcry  a 
Point  of  Land,  that  ihoots  fifteen  Leagues  into  the 
Main;  and  about  thirty  Leagues  beyond  that  to 
the  Eaftward,  we  meet  with  a  f  mall  River  that  takes 
its  rife  near  the  Bay  of  Ganaraske,  in  the  Lake  of 
¥rontenac\  and  would  afford  a  fhort  pafTage  from  the 
one  Lake  to  the  other,  if  'twere  not  incumber'd 
with  Cataracts.  From  thence  to  the  Streight  or 
Mouth  of  the  Lake,  you  have  thirty  Leagues  \  the 
Streight  being  a  League  over,  and  fourteen  Leagues 
long.  Upon  this  Streight  you  fee  Fort  Suppop  mark'd 
in  the  Map,  which  is  one  of  the  Forts  that  I  men- 
tion'd  in  my  23d  Letter.  From  that  Imaginary 
Fort  to  the  River  of  Condi,  we  have  twenty  Leagues. 

The  River  of  Condi  runs  fixty  Leagues  in  Length 
•without  Cataracts,  if  we  may  credit  the  Savages, 
who  affur'd  me,  that  one  may  go  from  its  Source 
to  another  River  that  falls  into  the  Sea,  without  any 
other  Land-carriage  than  one  of  a  League  in  length, 
between  the  River  and  the  other,  I  faw  only  the 
Mouth  of  the  firfl  River,  where  our  Outaouas  tried 
their  Limbs,  as  I  told  you  in  my  fifteenth  Letter. 
The  Iflands  that  you  fee  mark'd  in  the  Map  at  the 
Bottom  of  the  Lake  £me,  are  repleniih'dwith  Roe- 
Bucks  and  with  Fruit  Trees  which  Nature  has  ge- 
neroufly  provided,  in  order  to  entertain  the  Tur- 
keys, Pheafants  and  Deer  with  their  Fruit.  In  fine, 
if  there  were  a  clear  and  free  PafTage  for  Vef- 
fels  from  Jgiiebec  to  this  Lake,  it  might  be  made  the 
fineft,  the  richeft,  and  the  molt  fertile  Kingdom  in 
the  World  \  for  over  and  above  all  the  Beauties  I 
have  mention'd,  there  are  excellent  Silver*  Mines  a- 
bout  twenty  Leagues  up  the  Country,  upon,  a 
certain  Hill,  from  whence  the  Savages   brought 
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us  great  lumps,  that  have  yielded  that  precious  Me- 
tal with  little  waftc. 

From  the  Lake  £rw,  I  fleer  my  Courfe  to  that 
of  Frotjtenac,  which  I  could  not  forbear  to  fpeak  of 
in  my  feventh  and  feventeenth  Letters.  This  Lake 
(as  I  intimated  above)  is  280  Leagues  in  Circumfe- 
rence, its  figure  is  Oval,  and  its  depth  runs  between 
twenty  and  twenty  five  Fathom.  On  the  South  Side 
it  receives  fcveral  little  Rivers,  particularly  thofe  of 
the  TjoHontoitans^  of  the  Otwont  agues  y  and  of  the  Fa- 
mine  j  on  the  North  Side  'tis  join'd  by  the  Rivers  of 
Gauaraskeyand  of  Jeonont  ate.  Its  fides  are  decked  with 
tall  Trees,  and  the  Ground  is  indifferent  even  and 
level,  for  it  has  do  deep  Coafts.  On  the  North  Side 
we  meet  with  feveral  little  Gulfs.  You  may  go 
from  this  Lake  to  that  of  Hurons,  by  going  up  the 
River  Tanaomtey  from  whence  you  have  a  Land-car- 
riage of  fix  or  eight  Leagues  to  the  River  of  Torou- 
toy  which  falls  into  it.  You  may  likewife  have  a 
PafTage  from  the  Lake  of  Frontenac^  to  that  of  ErrJh 
through  the  Bay  of  Ganaraske,  by  making  a  Land- 
carriage  from  thence  to  a  little  River  that's  full  of 
Cataracls.  The  Villages  of  the  Qutiontagues,  Tfcaon- 
touatisfxoyogouam,  and  Onnoyontes,  arc  not  far  diftant 
from  the  Lake  of  Frontenac.  Thefe  Iroquefe  Nations 
are  very  advantageoufly  feated.  They  have  a  plea- 
fant  and  fertile  Country;  but  they  want  Roe-Bucks 
and  Turkeys,  as  well  as  Fiih,  of  which  their  Ri- 
vers are  altogether  deftitute ;  infomuch  that  they  are 
fore'd  to  fifliin  the  Lake,  and  to  broil  or  dry  their 
Fifli  with  a  Fire,  in  order  to  keep  'em  and  trans- 
port 'em  to  their  Villages.  They  are  in  like  Man- 
ner fore'd  to  range  out  of  their  own  Territories,  in 
quefl  of  Beaver  in  the  Winter-time,  either  towards 
Gaiiaraskey  or  to  the  Sides  of  the  Lake  of  'Toron- 
to, or  elfe  towards  the  great  River  of  the  Outaouas ; 
where  'twould  be  an  eafie  Matter  to  cut  all  their 
Throats,  by  purfuing  the  Courfe  I  laid  down  in  ray 

Letters, 


07.6  Some  New  Voyages 

Letters.  I  haye  already  touch'd  upon  the  Forts  of 
Frontenac  and  Miagara',  as  well  as  upon  the  River 
of  St.  Unirence,  which  here  takes  leave  of  the  Lakes, 
and  purfues  a  compact,  er  Courfe  to  Monreai  and 
GhtebeC)  where  its  Waters  mingling  with  thofe  of 
the  Sea,  become  fo  brackifh,  that  they  are  not 
drinkable. 

It  remains  only  to  give  you  a  Defcription  of 
Acadia,  and  the  lfland  of  Newfound- Land,  which  are 
two  Countries  that  differ  widely  from  one  another. 
The  Coaft  of  Acadia  extends  from  Ksnebeki,  one  of 
the  Frontiers  of  New-England,  to  rifle  Perch,  near 
the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  St.  Laurence.  This  Sea- 
Coaft  runs  almoft  three  hundred  Leagues  in  Length, 
and  has  upon  it  two  great  navigable  Bays,  namely, 
the  Bay  call'd  Fraucoife,  and  the  Bay  des  Chaleurs. 
It  has  a  great  many  little  Rivers,  the  Mouths  of 
which  are  deep,  and  clean  enough  for  the  greatcfl 
Ships.  Thefe  Rivers  would  afford  a  plentiful  Salmon- 
fiihery,  if  there  were  any  Body  to  undertake  it;  and 
moll  of 'em  as  well  as  the  Gulphs  that  lie  before  "em, 
furniih  fuch  Gods  as  we  take  at  the  Ifle  Perch.  For  in 
the  Summer  time,  that  Sort  of  Filh  make  into  the 
Coaft  in  Shoals,  especially  about  the  Hands  of  Cape 
Breton,  and  of  St.  John.  'Tis  true,  the  latter  has 
no  Harbours,  and  the  former  has  none  that  receive 
any  Veflel  above  the  Burden  of  a  Barque;  but  if 
thefe  two  Iflands  were  peopled,  the  Inhabitants 
might  fit  out  Sloops  to  manage  the  Fifhery  \  and  to- 
wards the  latter  End  of  Augiift,  when  the  Filh  are 
cur'd  and  ready,  the  Ships  might  come  to  an  An- 
chor near  the  Land,  and  fo  take  'em  in.  Two 
Gentlemen  of  the  name  of  Amour  of  Quebec,  have 
a  Settlement  for  Beaver-hunting  upon  the  River  of 
St.  John ',  which  is  a  very  pleafant  River,  and  a- 
dorn'd  with  Fields  that  are  very  fertile  in  Grain. 
?Tis  navigable  for  twelve  Leagues  up,  from  its 
Mouth.    Between  the   point  of  Acadia,  and  the 
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Illand  of  Cape  Breton,  there  is  a  Channel  or  Streight 
about  two  Leagues  in  breadth,  which  is  deep  enough 
to  carry  the  greatefl  Ships  in  France.  Tis  call'd  the 
Pafs  des  Canceaux,  and  would  be  much  more  fre- 
quented than  it  is,  if  the  Merchant-men  bound  to 
Canada,  would  fet  out  from  France  about  the  \$tb 
of  March,  for  then  they  might  pafs  that  Way, 
being  arTur'd  of  a  clear  PafTage  at  all  Seafons  of  the 
Year,  whereas  the  Channel  of  Cape  de  Raye,  is  of- 
tentimes covered  with  Ice  in  April:  And  by  this 
Contrivance,  the  Ships  would  arrive  at  Jdjiebec  in 
the  Beginning  of  May. 

Moll  of  the  Countries  of  Acadia  abound  with 
Corn,  Peafe,  Fruit  and  Pulfe  ;  and  have  a  plain 
Diflinclion  of  the  four  Seafons  of  the  Year,  notwith- 
itanding  that  'tis  extream  cold  for  three  Months  in 
Winter.  Several  Places  of  Acadia,  afford  Mails  as 
flrong  as  thofe  we  have  from  Norway  ',  and  if  there 
were  Occafion,  all  forts  of  Ships  might  be  built  there : 
For  if  you'll  believe  the  Carpenters,  the  Oak  of 
that  Country  is  better  than  ours  in  Europe.  In  a 
Word,  'tis  a  very  fine  Country  ;  the  Climate  is  in- 
different temperate,  the  Air  is  pure  and  wholefome, 
the  Waters  clear  and  light,  and  there's  good  Accom- 
modation for  Hunting,  Snooting  and  Fifhing.  The 
Animals  that  we  meet  with  there  moll  commonly, 
are  Beavers,  Otters,  and  Sea- Calves,  all  of  'em  be- 
ing very  numerous.  Thofe  who  love  Meat  ate  in- 
debted to  the  Doctors,  who  perfuaded  the  Popes  to 
Metamorphofe  thefe  terreflial  Animals  into  Fifh  j 
for  they  are  allow'd  to  eat  of  'em  without  Scruple 
in  the  Time  of  Lent.  To  be  plain,  the  Knowledge 
I  have  of  that  Country,  makes  me  forefee  that  the 
Englifk  will  be  Mailers  of  it  fome  Time  or  other.  I 
could  give  very  plaulible  Reafonsfor  the  Prophecy. 
They  have  already  begun  to  ruin  the  Commerce 
that  the  French  had  with  the  Savages,  and  in  a  ihort 
Time,  they'll  compafs  its  intirc  Deilru&ion.     The 
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French  they  will  prize  their  Goods  too  high,  though 
they  are  not  fo  good  as  thofe  of  the  Euglijb  ;  and  yet 
the  EngUjh  fell  their  Commodities  cheaper.    'Twere 
a  Pity  that  we  mould  tamely  leave  to  the  English  a 
Country,  the  Conqucil  of  which  they  have  attempt- 
ed  fo  often  in  Consideration  of  our  Fur-trade  and 
Cod-fifhing.    'Tis  impolfible  to  hinder  'em  to  pof- 
fefs  themfelves  of  the  Settlements  upon  the  Coail  of 
Acadia,  by  reafen  that  they  lye  a*  fuch  a  Di fiance 
from  one  another ;  ib  that  they'll  certainly  fucceed  in 
fuch  Entcrprizes,  as  indeed  they  have  done  already. 
The  French  Governors,  they  act  with  the  fame  View, 
as  many  of  thofe  who  are  imploy'd  in  Ports  beyond 
Sea.    They  look  upon  their  Place  as  a  Gold  Mine 
given  'em,  in  order  to  enrich  themfelves ;  fo  that 
the  publick  Good,  muft  always  march  behind  pri- 
vate Interefl.    Mr.  de  Meneval  fuffer'd  the  Euglijb 
to  poifcfs  themfelves  of  Port  Royal,  becaufe  that  Place 
was  covcr'd  with   nothing  but  finglc  Paliffado's 
But  why  was  it  not  better  fortify'd  ?  I  can  tell  you 
the  Reafon  ',  he  thought  he  had  Time  enough  to  fill 
his  Pockets,  before  the  EngUjh  would  attack  it.  This 
Governor  fucceeded  to  Mr.  Perrot,  who  was  broke 
with  Difgrace,  for  having  made  it  his  chief  Buiinefs 
to  enrich  himfelf;  and  after  returning  to  France, 
went  back  again  with  feveral  Ships  laden  with  Goods, 
in  order  to  let  up  for  a  private  Merchant  in  that 
Country.     While  Mr.  Ferret  was  Governor,  he  fuf- 
fer'd  the  Englijb  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  feveral  ad- 
vantageous Polls,  without  offering  to  flir    His  chief 
Bufinefs  was  to  go  in  Barques  from  River  to  River, 
in  order  to  traffick  with  the  Savages :  And  after  he 
was  difgrae'd,  he  was  not  contented  with  a  Com- 
merce upon  the  Coafls  of  Acadia,  but  would  needs 
extend  it  to  the  Enghfo  Plantations  ',  but  it  cofl  him 
dear,  for  fome  Pirates  fell  in  with  him,  and  after 
feizing  his  Barques,  duck'd  himfelf,  upon  which 
he  died  immediately. 
f  The 
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The  three  principal  Savage  Nations  that  live  upon 
the  Coaftsof  Acadia,  are  the  Abenakis,  the  Mikemaky 
and  the  Canibas.  There  are  fome  other  erratick  Na- 
tions,who  go  and  come  from  Acadia,  toNeiv-Evgland 
and  go  by  the  names  oiMahingans,  Soccokis,  and  Ope- 
nango.  The  firft  three  (having  fix'd  Habitations)  arc 
intirely  in  the  Intercfts  of  the  French ;  and  I  mull:  fay, 
that  in  time  of  War  they  gall  the  Englijh  Colonies 
with  their  Jncurfions  fo  much,  that  we  ought  to  take 
Care  to  perpetuate  a  good  Underftanding  between 
them  and  us.  The  Baron  of  Saint  Cafieins,  a  Gen- 
tleman of  OJeron  in  Beam,  having  liv'd  among  the 
Abenakis  after  the  Savage  Way,  for  above  twenty 
Years,  is  fo  much  refpe&ed  by  the  Savages,  that  they 
look  upon  him  as  their  Tutelar  God.  He  was  for- 
merly an  Officer  of  the  Carignan  Regiment  in  Ca- 
nada \  and  upon  the  breaking  of  that  Regiment, 
threw  himfelf  among  the  Savages,  whofe  Language 
he  had  learn'd.  He  married  among  'em  after  their 
Fafhion,  and  prefer'd  the  Forrefts  of  Acadia  to  the 
Pyretaean  Mountains,  that  encompafs  the  Place  of  his 
Nativity  :  For  the  firft  Years  of  his  abode  with  the 
Savages  he  behav'd  himfelf  fo,  as  to  draw  an  inex- 
preflible  efteem  from  'em.  They  made  him  their 
Great  Chief  or  Leader,  who  is  in  a  Manner  the  So- 
vereign of  the  Nation ;  and  by  degrees  he  has  work'd 
himfelf  into  fuch  a  Fortune,  which  any  Man  but 
he  would  have  made  fuch  Ufe  of,  as  to  draw  out  of 
that  Country  above  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand 
Crowns  which  he  has  now  in  his  Pocket  in  good 
dry  Gold.  But  all  the  Ufe  he  makes  of  it,  is,  to 
buy  up  Goods  for  Prefents  to  his  Fellow-Sa- 
vages, who  upon  their  Return  from  hunting,  pre- 
fent  him  with  Beaver  Skins  to  a  treble  Value.  The 
Governors  General  of  Canada  keep  in  with  him, 
and  the  Governors  of  New<-England  are  afraid  of 
him.    He  has  feyeral  Daughters,  who  are,  all  of 
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'em,  married  very  handfomly  to  Frenchmen  y  and  had 
good  Dowries.  He  has  never  chang'd  his  Wife} 
by  which  Means  he  mean'd  to  give  the  Savages  to 
underftand,  that  God  doth  not  love  inconflant  Folks. 
'Tis  faid,  that  he  endeavour'd  to  convert  thefe  poor 
People,  but  his  endeavours  prov'd  fuccefslefs ;  fo  that 
'tis  in  vain  for  the  Jefuits  to  preach  up  the  Truths 
of  Chriftianity  to  'em;  though  after  all,  thefe  good 
Fathers  are  not  difcourag'd ;  nay,  they  think  that 
the  adminiitring  of  Baptifm  to  a  dying  Child,  is 
worth  ten  times  the  Pains  and  Unealineis  of  living 
among  that  People. 

Port-Royal,  the  Capital  or  the  only  City  of  Aca- 
dia, is  in  effect  no  more  than  a  little  paultry  Town, 
that  is  fomewhat  enlarg'd  fince  the  War  broke  out  in 
1680,  by  the  Acceffion  of  the  Inhabitants  that  liv'd 
neariW/w/,theMetropolitanof  New-England.  A  great 
many  of  thefe  People  retir'd  to  Port-Royal,  upon 
the  apprehenfion  that  the  Englijh  would  pillage  'em, 
and  carry  'em  into  their  Country.  Mr.  de  Mene- 
•LY//furrendred  this  Place  to  the  Englijh,  as  I  faid  be- 
fore ,  he  could  not  maintain  fuch  a  Poll  with  the 
handful  of  Men  that  he  had,  becaufe  the  PalifTadoes 
were  low,  and  out  of  order.  He  made  a  Capitu- 
lation with  the  Commander  of  the  Party  that  made 
the  Attack;  but  the  Englijb  Officer  broke  his  word 
to  him,  and  us'd  him  both  ignominioufly,  and 
harfhly.  Port-Royal  is  feated  in  the  Latitude  of  44 
Degrees,  and  40  Minutes,  upon  the  edge  of  a 
very  fine  Balin,  which  is  a  League  broad,  and 
two  Leagues  long,  having  at  the  entry  about  fix- 
teen  or  eighteen  fathom  Water  on  one  ride,  and  fix 
or  feven  on  the  other ,  for  you  mult  know  that  the 
Ifland  call'd  Vljle  aux  Chevres  which  Hands  in  the 
Middle,  divides  the  Channel  into  two.  There's 
excellent  Anchorage  all  over  the  Bafin  ,  and  at  the 
Bottom  of  it,  there's  a  Cape  or  Point  of  Land  that 
parts  two  Rivers,  at  which  the  Tide  rifes  ten  or 
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twelve  Foot.  Thcfe  Rivers  are  bounded  by  plea- 
fant  Meads,  which  in  Spring  and  Autumn  are  co- 
vered with  all  Sorts  of  ireffi  Water-fowl.  In  fine, 
Port-Royal  is  only  a  handful  of  Houfcs  two  Story 
high,  and  has  but  few  Inhabitants  of  any  Note.  It 
fublifts  upon  the  Traffick  of  the  Skins,  which  the 
Savages  bring  thither  to  truck  for  European  Goods. 
In  former  Times,  the  Farmer's  Company  had  Ma- 
gizines  in  this  Place,  which  were  under  the  Care  of 
the  Governors.  I  could  calily  mention  fome  of  'em, 
if  I  were  not  appreheniive  that  thefe  Memoirs  may 
be  ieen  by  others  befides  yourfelf. 

r\  he  Ifland  of  Newfound-Land,  is  three  hundred 
Leagues  in  Circumference.     It  lies  at  tne  Diflance 
of  fix  hundred  and  fifty  Leagues  from  France,  and 
forty  or  fifty  Leagues  from  the  Bank  of  the  fame 
Name     The  South  Side  of  the  Ifiand  belongs  to  the 
French,  who  have  feveral  Settlements  there  for  the 
filliing  of  Cod.     The  Eaft  Side  is  inhabited  by  the 
Englijb,  who  are  poffefs'd  of  feveral  confiderable 
Pofts,  iituated  in  certain  Ports,  Bays,  and  Havens, 
which  they  have  taken  care  to  fortify.     The  Weft 
of  the  Ifland  is  wafle,  and  it  was  never  yet  poffefs'd. 
The  Ifland  is  of  a  Triangular  Figure,  and  is  full  of 
Mountains  and  Impracticable  Forefts.    It  has  fome 
great  Meadows,  or  rather  Heaths,  which  are  cover- 
ed with  a  fort  of  Mofs  inftcad  of  Grafs.     The  Soil 
of  this  Country  is  good  for   nothing,  as  being  a 
mixture  of  Gravel,  Sand  and  Stones ;  fo  that  the 
Fifhery  was  the  only  Motive  that  induced  the  French 
and  the  Englifi  to  fettle  there.  It  affords  great  Store 
of  Game,  for  Water-fowl,  Patridges  and  Hares; 
but  as  for  the  Stags,  'tis  almoft  impoffible  to  come 
at  'em,  by  reafon  that  the  Mountains  are  fo  high, 
aad  the  Woods  io  thick.  -  J-n  this^hland,  as  well  as 
in  that  of  Cape  Breton,  we  find  Porphyry  of  fe- 
veral Colours ;  and  Care  has  been  taken  to  fend  to 
France  fome  Pieces  of  it  for  a  Pattern,  which  were 
Q^  found 
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found  to  be  very  pretty,  only  they  were  hard  to  cut. 
I  have  feen  fome  of  'em  that  were  red  ftreak'd  with 
green,  and  feem'd  to  be  extream  fine ;  but  the  naif- 
chief  is,  it  fplits  fo  when  'tis  taken  out  of  the 
Quarries,  that  it  cannot  be  made  ufe  of,  but  by 
way  of  incruftation. 

This  Ifland  of  Cape  Breton  affords  likewife  black 
Marble,  or  a  fort  of  Brefche  with  grey  Yreins  which 
is  hard,  and  not  calily  polifh'd.  This  Stone  is  apt 
to  fplit,  for  'tis  not  equally  hard,  and  it  has  knots 
in  it  There  are  no  fettled  Savages  in  the  Ifland 
of  Newfound  Land  'Tis  true,  the  Eskimaux  do 
fometimes  crofs  over  to  it  at  the  Streight  of  Belle  IJk 
in  great  Sloops,  with  intent  to  furprife  the  Grew  of 
the  Fifhermen  upon  the  Coaft  call'd  Petit  Nord.  Our 
Settlements  are  at  Placentia,  at  the  Ifland  of  St  Peter , 
and  in  the  Bay  of  Trepajfez  From  Cape  Rafe  to  Cha- 
teau Rouge,  the  Coaft  is  very  clean,  but  from  Cbapeau 
Rouge  to  CzpcRaye,  the  Racks  render  it  dangerous. 
There  are  two  conliderable  Inconveniences,  that  at- 
tend the  landing  upon  this  Ifland.  In  the  firft  place, 
the  Fogs  arc  here  fo  thick  in  the  Summer,  for  twenty 
Leagues  off  into  the  Main  that  the  ablefl  and  molt 
expert  Sailor  dare  not  ftand  into  the  Land  while 
they  lafl:  So  that  all  Ships  are  oblig'd  to  lye  by 
for  a  clear  day,  in  order  to  make  the  Land-  The 
fceond  Inconveniency,  which  is  yet  greater,  pro- 
ceeds from  the  Currents  which  run  to  and  again, 
without  any  perceivable  Variation,  by  which  means 
the  Ships  are  fometimes  drove  in  upon  the  Coaft, 
when  they  reckon  upon  ten  Leagues  offing.  But, 
which  is  worft  of  all,  the  infeniible  Motion  of  the 
rowlingWaves,throws  'em  infenfibly  upon  the  &  ocks, 
which  they  cannot  pofiibly  avoid,  for  want  of  ground 
to  anchor  upon.  'Twas  by  this  Mean?  that  the 
King's  Ship  the  Pretty  was  loft  in  169a,  as  well  as 
a  great  many  others  upon  ieveral  occaiions. 

Of 
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Of  all  our  Settlements  in  North-  America,  Placen- 
tia  is  the  Poft  of  the  greateft  Importance  and  Ser- 
vice to  the  King,  in  regard  that  'tis  a  Flace  of  re- 
fuge to  the  Ships  that  areoblig'd  to  put  into  a  Har- 
bour, when  they  go  or  come  from  Canada,  and  even 
to  thofe  which  come  from  South- America,  when 
they  want  to  take  in  freih  Water  or  Provifi- 
ons,  and  have  fprung  their  Mails,  or  been  dam- 
mag'd  in  a  Storm.  This  place  is  fituated  in  the  La- 
titude of  47  Degrees,  and  fome  Minutes,  almoft  at 
the  Bottom  of  the  Bay  that  goes  by  the  fame  Name. 
The  Bay  is  ten  or  twelve  Leagues  broad,  and  twenty 
odd  Leagues  long.  The  Fort  ftands  upon  the  fide 
of  a  Neck  or  narrow  Streight,  which  is  iixty  Paces 
over,  and  fix  Fathoms  water  deep.  The  Ships  that 
enter  into  the  Port,  are  oblig'd  to  graze,  (fo  to 
foeak)  upon  the  Angle  of  the  Baftions.  The  Port 
oV  Harbour  is  a  League  long,  and  a  quarter  of  a 
League  over :  Before  the  Port  there's  a  large,  fine 
road,  which  is  a  League  and  a  half  wide:  but  lies 
fo  bleak  to  the  North  Weft,  and  Weft-North- Weft 
Winds,  the  ftrongeft  and  moft  boiftcrous  Winds  that 
are,  that  neither  Cables  nor  Anchors,  nor  large  ftout 
Ships  can  withftand  their  furious  mocks ;  tho*  indeed 
theie  violent  Storms  feldom  happen  but  in  the  lat- 
ter End  of  Autumn.  The  fame  Year  that  the  Pretty 
was  loft,  the  King  loft  another  of  60  Guns  call'd 
the  Good,  in  this  Road ;  and  if  the  four  or  five  other 
Ships  that  belong  to  the  fame  Squadron,  had  not 
took  the  precaution  of  fteering  into  the  Port,  they 
had  certainly  underwent  the  fame  Fate.  This  Road 
then  which  is  only  expos'd  to  the  North- Weft,  and 
Weft-North- Weft  Winds,  has  fome  hidden  Rocks 
on  the  North  iide,  befides  thofe  at  Pointe  Ferte, 
where  feveral  of  the  Inhabitants  are  wont  to  flih. 
All  thefe  things  you  may  fee  plainly  upon  the  Plan 
that  I  fent  you  along  with  my  23^  Letter. 

Q^.a  Com- 
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Commonly,  there  comes  thirty  or  forty   Ships 
from  France  to  Placentia  every  Year,  and  fometimes 
fixty.    Some  come  with  Intent  to  fifh,  and  others 
have  no  other  Defign  than  to  truck  with  the  Inha- 
bitants, who  live  in  the  Summer-time  on  the  other 
Side  of  the  Fort.     The  Ground  upon  which  their 
Houfes  Hand,  is  call'd  La  grand  Grave,  for  in  Ef- 
fect they  have  nothing  but  Gravel  to  fpread  their 
Cod-fifh  upon,  in  order  to  have  'em  dry'd  by  the 
Sun  after  they  are  faked.    The  Inhabitants  and  the 
French  Fiihermen,  fend  their  Sloops  every  day  two 
Leagues  off  the  Port  to  purfue  the  Fifhery  j   and 
fometimes  the  Sloops  return  fo  over-loaded,  that 
they  are  in  a  Manner  bury  d  in  the  Water.    You 
cannot  imagine  how  deep  they  fink,  and  'tis  impof- 
fible  you  mould  believe  it  unlefs  you  faw  it.     The 
Fifhery  commences  in  the  Beginning  of  June,  and 
is  at  an  End  about  the  Middle  of  Augujt.     In  the 
Harbour  they  catch  a  little  fort  of  a  Fifh,  which 
they  put  upon  their  Hooks  as  a  Bait  for  the  Cod. 
Placentia  is  in  great  Want  of  Gravel,  which  oc- 
cafions  theThinnefs  of  the  Inhabitants.  If  the  Go- 
vernors prefer'd  the  King's  Service  to  Avarice,  they 
might  make  it  a  conliderable  Port,  and  a  great  ma- 
ny would  make  gravel  Walks  at  their  own  Charge} 
but  as  long  as  the  Governors  prey  upon  the  For- 
tunes of  private  Men  under  the  fair  Pretence  of 
the  King's  Service,  which  is  always  in  their  Mouths, 
I  can't  fee  that  this  Settlement  will  ever  be  inlarg'd, 
or  improv'd.     Do's  not  the  Governor  difgrace  his 
Prince,  and  fink  the  Character  of  his  Poll,  in  turn- 
ing Filherman,  Merchant,  Vintner.,  and  a&ing  in 
the  Way  of  a  thouiand  meaner,  and  more  mecha- 
nical Trades?  Is  not  this  a  Piece  of  Tyranny  ? 
To  torce  the  Inhabitants  to  buy  what  Goods  they 
want,  out  of  fuch,  and  fuch  a  Ship,  and  to  fell 
their  Cod  to  fuch  other  Ships  as  the  Governor  is 
intcrefted  in,  and  that  as  a  principal  Owner :  To 

appro- 
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appropriate  to  himfelf  the  Rigging  and  Tackle  of 
the  Ships  that  are  call  away  upon  the  Coaft,  to  Hop 
the  Crew  of  Merchantmen  for  his  own  Filhery,  to 
fell  Habitations  or  Settlements,  to  ftifle  the  Bidding 
up  for  Effects  fold  by  way  of  Auction  that  he  may  in- 
grofs  them  by  his  fole  Authority,  to  change  the 
Provifions  laid  up  in  Magazines  for  his  Majefty's 
Troops,  to  carry  off  the  good  Biskuit  and  put  bad 
in  the  Room  of  it,  to  make  fo  much  Beef  and  Ba- 
con for  the  Subliltance  of  the  Garrifon,  to  force 
the  Inhabitants  to  fend  their  Servants  and  Car- 
penters to  fome  Work,  in  which  his  Majefty's  Ser- 
vice is  lefs  concerned  than  his  own  Pocket ;  Thefe, 
I  fay,  are  Things  that  I  take  to  be  plain  Infractions 
of  the  Orders  iffued  forth  by  Lewis  the  XIV. 
Thefe  are  Abufes  that  mutt  be  redrefs'd,  if  we 
would  have  the  King  to  be  well  ferv'd  :  And  yet 
there's  nothing  done  in  it.  For  my  Part,  I  am 
unacquainted  with  the  Reafon  of  the  Delay ;  thofe 
that  have  a  Mind  to  know,  had  beft  ask  the  De- 
puties of  Monfieur  de r?^**.  I  am  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  all  thefe  Pyracies  do  not  come  to  the 
King's  Ear,  for  he's  too  juft  to  fuffcr  'em. 

To  conclude,  Placentia  bears  neither  Corn,  nor 
Rie,  nor  Peafe,  for  the  Soil  is  good  for  nothing  ; 
not  to  mention,  that  if  it  were  as  good  and  as  fer- 
tile  as  any  in  Canada,  yet  no  body  would  give  them- 
felves  the  Trouble  to  cultivate  it ;  for  one  Man  earns 
more  in  Cod-fiihing  in  one  Summer,  than  ten  would 
do  in  the  Way  of  Agriculture,  In  the  great  Bay  of 
Placentitis  there  are  fome  little  Harbours,  (beiides 
that  of  the  Fort)  which  the  Bjfcay  Fiihermen  re- 
fort  to.  Such  are  the  little  and  the  great  Burin, 
St.  Laurence,  Martir,  Chafeau  Rouge,  §:c, 
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A  Lifl  of  the  Savage  Nations  of  Canada. 
Thofe  in  Acadia. 
The  Abenakis. 


The  Micmac. 
The  Canibas. 


Thcfe  are  all  of  'em  good  War- 
riours ;  they  are  more  active  and 


The  Mahingans.  ^lefs  cruel  than  the  Iroqwfe,  Their 


The  Openangos. 
The  Soccokis. 
The  Etechemins. 


Language  differs  a  little  trom  that 
of  the  Algonkins. 


tfhe  Nations  that  lye  upon  the  River  of  St.  Laurence, 

from  the  Sea  to  Monreal. 

&j2£±^    Thcfefpeakthe^^Lan- 

The  Gafpefians     S  $U^' 

The  Hurons  of  Loreto,  the  hoquefe  Tongue. 

The  Abenakis  of  Scillcri.  ?  n-u      /»      ?  ■    t 

The  Algonkins.  \  ^  he  Al^hn  LanSuagc' 

The  Agnies  of  the  Fall  call'd  Saut  St  Louis ;  they 

fpeak     the    Iroquefs   Language,    and   are    good 

Warriours 
The  hoquefe  of  the  Mountain  oiMonreal\  they  fpeak 

the  hoquefe  Language,  and  are  a  brave  People. 

7).  of  upon  the  Lake  of  Hurons, 

The  Hurons,  the  hoquefe  Language. 

The  Out  a  on  as.    ) 

The  Nockes.        (    -r?       »      t      r 

»-ru    HA/rr  r    i  ft"  Ahonktn  Language. 

1  he  Miffifagues.  f  *  °     D 

The  Anikamek.  ) 

The  OutclipGues1  alias  Sautenrs,  good  Warriours. 
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Upon  the  Ilinefe  Lake,  and  the  adjacent  Country. 
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Some  Ilinefe  at  Chegakou. 
The  Oamamis,  good  Warriours. 
The  Maskoutens. 


They  fpeak  the 


a&ive  fort  of  Peo- 
ple. 


The  Kikapotts,  good  Warriours. 

The  MaLmis*  ^'^P'J^J 

The  Ponteouatamis. 

The  Ojatinonsy  good  Warriours. 

The  &/&j  j 

In  the  Neighbourhood  of  the  Lake  of  Frontenaq. 

The  Tjtbnontouans.")     rr,    r  r      1      j-/r       *.  t    « 
rp,     ^  r       I  heie  ipeak  a  different  Lan- 

The  (hZTgms.    5  §uaSe  fro,T1  thc  ^^w; 

The  Onnoyoutes  and  Aguies,  at  a  fmall  Diftance. 

iV&zr  ffo  i?mr  0/  the  Outaous. 

The  tfahtibi. 

The  Monzoni.  J    rp,      r      ,    .      ., 

The  Machakandibi  ( , .  TThey  fPcak  thc  f f?»t 

The  AT****  <?Aehmm>>*"'  *-anguaSe>  and  all  of 
The  a4>»»-  \  £m  3re  Ver>'  cowardI>'- 

The  Temiskamink,  J 

7§  the  North  o/Miflifipi,  tftfi  ///><?/;  ?£*  Confines  of  the 
Upper  Lake,  and  Hudfon's  Bayf 

The  NadoueJJis, 
The  AJftmpouals. 
The  Sonkaskitons 
The  Ouadbatons. 

The  Atintons.  >  Thefe  fpeak  Algonkiu, 

The  Clipnos  brave 
Warriours  and  ac- 
tive brisk  Men. 
ffie  Ekimaux 
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A  Lift  of  the  .Animals  of  the  South  Countries  of 
Canada. 

Wild  Beeves. 

Little  Stags  or  Harts. 

Roebucks  of  three  different  Species. 

Wolves,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Lynx's,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Michibichi,  a  fort  of  baftard  Tyger. 

wrrf  l'    (  ^Llc^  as  vve  ^ave  *n  Ef{raPe' 
Afh-colour'd  Squirrels. 

•^  *[^\    i  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Rabbets,  5  : 

Badgers,  "fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe, 

White  Beavers,  very  fcarce. 

Reddiih  Bears. 

Musk  Pvats. 

Reddiih  Foxes,  as  in  Europe. 

Crocodiles  in  the  Mijpfipi. 

OJJa,  an  Animal  like  a  Hare,  upon  the  MiJJijtpi. 

A  Lift  of  the  Animals  of  the  North  Countries  of  Canada. 

Orignals  or  Elks. 

Caribous  or  wild  x\rTcs. 

Black  Foxes. 

Silver-colour'd  Foxes. 

A  fort  of  wild  Cats,  call'd  Enfans  duDiabk,  or  the 

Devils  Children. 
Garcaious,  an  Animal  not  unlike  a  Badger. 
Porcupines. 
Fontereaux,    an   Amphibious  fort  of  little   Pole? 

Cats. 
Martins. 

Pole-Cats,  fuch  as  we  ha\c  in  Europe. 
Black  Bears, 

White 
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White  Bears. 

Siffleurs,  an  Animal  that  makes  a  whizzing  Noife. 

Flying  Squirrels. 

White  Hares. 

Beavers. 

Otters. 

Musk-Rats. 

Sfflffe  Squirrels,  or  a  fort  of  Squirrels,  whole  Hair 

refembles  a  Snip's  Doublet. 
Great  Harts. 
Sea-Wolves  or  Calves. 


A  Defcription  of  fuch  Animals  cr  Beajis,  as  are  not 
mention  d  in  the  Letters. 

THE  Michihichi  is  a  fort  of  Tyger,  The  Animah' 
only  'tis  lefs  than  the  common Ty-  $f  thef  *•**'» 
ger,  and  not  fo  much  fpeckl'd.  As  foon 
as  it  defcries  a  M  an,  it  runs  away,  and  climbs  up 
the  firfl  Tree  it  meets  with.  It  attacks  all  brute 
Animals  whatfoever,  and  conquers  'em  with  Eafe ; 
aad,  which  is  very  lingular  and  peculiar  to  it  above 
all  other  Animals,  it  runs  in  to  the  Affiftance  of  the 
Savages,  when  they  purfue  Bears  and  wild  Beaves ; 
upon  fuch  Occafions  it  makes  as  if  it  'twere  afraid 
of  no  body,  and  fallies  out  with  Fury  upon  the 
hunted  Animal.  The  Savages  call  thefe  Animals 
fort  of  Mamtous,  that  is,  Spirits  that  love  Men ; 
and  'tis  upon  that  Score  they  efteem  and  refpect 
'em  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  they  would  choofe  ra- 
ther to  die,  than  to  kill  one  of  'cm. 

The  white  Beavers  are  much  valued,  upon  the  ac- 
count of  their  being  uncommon,  though  at  the 
fame  Time,  their  Hair  is  neither  fo  large  nor  fo  fine 
as  that  of  the  common  Beavers.  As  there  are  but 
few  of  thefe  white  Beavers,  fo  thofe  which  are  quite 
black  are  very  fcarce, 

The 
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The  Redijb  Bears  are  mifchievous  Creatures,  for 
they  fall  fiercely  upon  the  Huntfmen,  whereas  the 
black  ones  fly  from  'em.  The  former  Sort  are 
lefs,  and  more  nimble  than  the  latter. 

The  Crocociles  of  MiJJifip,  are  exa&ly  the  fame 
with  thofe  of  the  Nile,  and  other  Places.  I  have 
feen  rhat  Crocodile  that  is  at  Engolifma  in  Jquitaim 
and  find  that  is  has  the  fame  figure  withthefe,  on- 
ly 'tis  fbmewhat  lefs.  The  moil  ufual  Method  that 
the  Savages  have  for  taking  'em  alive,  is  to  throw 
great  Wreaths  or  Cords  made  of  the  Barks  of  Trees 
with  a  running  knot  upon  their  Neck,  the  Middle 
of  their  Body,  their  Paws,  &c.  After  they  are  thus 
iiez'd,  they  fliut  'em  up  between  ten  or  twelve 
Stakes,  and  there  tie  'em  after  their  Belly  is  turn'd 
upwards  While  they  lye  in  this  pofture,  they  flea 
"em  without  touching  their  Head  or  their  Tail,  and 
give  em  a  Coat  of  Fir-bark,  to  which  they  fet  fire, 
having  cut  the  Ropes  that  kept  'em  fail.  Upon 
fuch  Occafions,  thefe  Animals  make  a  fearful  houl- 
ing  and  crying.  To  conclude,  the  Savages  are  fre- 
quently fwallow'd  up  by  thefe  Creatures,  whether 
in  fwimming  over  a  River,  or  in  fleeping  upon  its 
Banks.  Ariofie  in  the  68  Diapafon  of  his  J$th  Song, 
gives  this  Dclcription  of  a  Crocodile. 

Vtveftib  lito  e  dentro  a  la  Riviera, 
Ei  Corp  Umanifon  lefue  vivandc, 
De  le  Perfoue  mifere  e  incaute, 
D,i  viaiidcwti  e  d'infelice  naute. 

That  is,  it  lives  both  in  the  River,  and  upon  its 
Banks ;  it  fquafhes  People  with  its  murdering  Toothy 
it  feeds  upon  the  Bodies  of  poor  Travellers,  of 
unfortunate  Paifengers,  and  Sailors. 

The  Qffa,  are  little  Animals  like  Hares,  and  re- 
femblc  'em  in  every  thing,  excepting  the  Ears  and 
Hind-feet,     They  run,  and  cannot  climb.     Their 

Female? 
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Females  have  a  Bag  under  their  Belly,  where  their 
young  ones  enter  upon  a  purfuit,  in  order  to  fave 
themielves  along  with  the  Mother,  who  immedi- 
ately betakes  herfelf  to  flight. 

The  Silver-colour'd  Foxes  are  of  the   The  Jw'mah 
fame  Shape  with  thole  of  Europe,  as   •r$e*p»fthe 

11  1111  m.         Li       1       tfntb  Coun- 

well  as  the  black   ones.     j.he   black  tri(J 
ones   are  very  fcarce,  and  whofoevcr 
catches  one,  is  fure  to  fell  it  for  its  weight  in  Gold. 
This  Species  is  met  with  only  in  the  coldeft  Coun- 
tries. 

The  White  Bears  are  a  monftrous  Animal,  and  ex- 
traordinary long ;  their  Head  has  a  formidable  Af- 
pecl:,  and  their  Hair  is  very  large  and  thick  ;  they 
are  lo  fierce,  that  they'll  come  and  attack  a  Sloop 
in  the  Sea,  with  feven  or  eight  Men  in  it.  'Tis 
faid,  that  they'll  fwim'iix  or  feven  Leagues  without 
being  tir'd.  They  live  upon  Fife  and  Shell  upon 
the  Sea-more,  from  whence  they  leldom  ftraggle 
far.  I  never  faw  but  one  of  'em  in  my  Life-time, 
which  had  certainly  tore  me  to  Pieces,  if  I  had 
not  Tpy'd  it  at  a  diftance,  and  fo  had  time  to  run 
back  for  ihelter  to  Fort  Levis  at  Placentia.- 

The  Flying  Squirrels  are  as  big  as  a  large  Rat,  and 
of  a  grey i in  white  colour.  They  are  as  drowfy  as 
thofe  of  the  other  Species  are  watchful.  They  are 
called  Flying  Squirrels,  in  regard  that  they  fly  from 
oneTree  to  another,  by  the  means  of  a  certain  Skin 
which  ftretches  itfelf  out  in  the  Form  of  a  Wing, 
when  they  make  thefe  little  Flights. 

The  White  Hares  axe  only  fuch  in  Winter,  for  as 
foon  as  the  Spring  comes  on,  they  begin  to  turn 
grayilh,  and  by  Degrees  recover  the  fame  Colour  as 
our  Hares  have  in  France,  which  they  hold  till  the 
End  of  Autumn. 

The  SuiJJe  Squirrels  are  little  Animals,  refembling 
little  Rats.  The  Epithet  ofSuife  is  beitow'd  upon 
^m,  in  regard  that  the  Hair  which  covers  their  Bo- 
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dy,  is  itreak'd  with  Black  and  white,  and  refem- 
bies  a  Suijfes  Doublet ;  and  that  thefe  breaks  make 
a  Ring  on  each  Thigh,  which  bears  a  great  deal  of 
Refemblance  to  a  Suijfes  Cap. 

The  large  Stags  are  neither  larger  nor  thicker, 
than  thofe  we  have  in  Europe;  but  they  are  call'd 
large  in  Proportion  to  two  other  Species  of  Harts 
that  frequent  the  Southern  Countries.  The  leffer 
Sort  affords  the  molt  delicious  Meat. 

The  Sea-Wolves,  which  fome  call  Sea-Cahes,  are 
as  big  as  Maftiffs.  They  are  almoft  always  in  the 
Water,  or  at  leaft  they  never  go  far  from  the  Sea- 
Side.  Thefe  Animals  do  not  walk  fo  much  as  they 
crawl,  for  when  they  raife  themfelves  out  of  the 
Water,  they  only  creep  upon  the  Sand  or  Clay. 
Their  Head  has  the  Bonn  of  an  Otter's  Head, 
and  their  Feet,  which  have  no  Legs,  refemble  thofe 
of  a  Goofe.  The  Female  kind  bring  forth  their 
young  ones  upon  the  Rocks,  or  upon  fome  little 
Jflands,  juft  by  the  Sea.  The  Sea-Wolves  live  upon 
Fifli  and  refort  to  cold  Countries  There's  a  pro- 
digious Number  of  'em  about  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  of  St.  Laurence. 

As  for  the  remaining  Animals  of  Canada,  I  gave 
you  an  Account  of  'em  in  my  Letters.  I  will  not 
offer  to  ifiew  you  what  Methods  the  Savages  take 
to  catch  or  kill  all  thefe  Animals,  for  fuch  an  un- 
dertaking would  be  cndlefs.  This  I  can  affure  you 
of  in  the  general,  that  they  rarely  go  a  Hunting 
to  no  Purpofe,  and  that  they  make  noUfe  of  their 
Dogs,  but  in  the  Hunting  of  Elks,  and  fometimes 
in  Hunting  of  Beavers,  as  you  fhall  fee  under  the 
Head  of  the  Diversions  of  Hunting  and  Shooting 
among  the  Savages. 
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A  Ufl  of  the  Fowl  or  Birds  that  frequent  the  South 
Countries  of  Canada. 

Vultures. 

Huards,  a  River-fowl  as  big  as  a  Goofe 

Swans.  <% 

Black  Geefe.  / 

Black  Ducks.  >fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Plungeons.      f 

Coots.  J 

Rayles. 

Turkeys. 

Red  Patridges. 

Pheafanls. 

Large  Eagles. 

Cranes.       "> 

Blackbirds.  >  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Thrufhes.   j 

Wood- Pigeons. 

Parrots, 
avens.    /  ^^  ^  we  ^yQ  -m  pMrQpe^ 

o  wallows.  3 

Several  Sorts  of  Birds  of  Prey  that  are  not  known 
in  Europe. 

Nightingales  unknown  in  Europe^  as  well  as  feverai 
other  little  Birds  of  different  colours,  particularly 
that  caird  Oifeau  Mouche^  a  very  little  Bird  refem- 
bling  a  Fly;  and  great  quantities  of  Pelicans. 

7%e  Birds  of  the  North  Countries  of  Canada. 

WMtedGreefeJfuch  as  wc  have  in  Enr^ 

Ducks,  often  or  twelve  forts. 

Teals. 

Sea-Mews. 

Grelans. 

Sterlets, 

Sea- 
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Sea-Parrots. 

Moyacks. 

Cormorants. 

Heath-Cocks. 

Snipes. 

Plungeons. 

Plovers. 

Lapwings.       >fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

Herns. 

Courbeious. 

The    Water- 

Fowl     called 

Chevalier.        j  ?    -j 

Beatears  de  Faux,  a  Fowl  as  big  as  a  Quail. 

White  Patridges. 

Large  black  Patridges. 

Reddifh  Patridges. 

Woodhens. 

Turtledoves. 

White  Ortolans,  a  Bird  no  bigger  than  a  Lark. 

Sterlings.  ?^^  ^  we  have  in  Europe. 

Ravens.    5 

Vultures. 

Spar-Hawks."^ 

Merlins.  >  like  ours  in  Europe. 

Swallows.       J 

Bees  Defciey  a  fort  of  a  Duck. 

A  fable  of  the  Infers  that  are  found  in  Canada, 

Adders. 

Afps. 

Rattle-Snakes. 

Lowing  Frogs. 

Gnats,  or  Midges. 

Gad-Bees. 

Brulots,  or  burning  Hand-worms, 


to  North- Amevka.  1 39 

A  Dcjcription  of  fuch  Birds  as  are  not  accounted  for 
in  my  Letters. 

rif^  HE  Htiards  are  a  frefhwatef  Fowl  *M  «»' «■ 

1  as  big  as  a  Goofc,  and  as  dull  and  %[djJn£eun_ 
heavy  as  an  Afs.  They  have  black  and  ^n 
white  Feathers,  a  pointed  Beak,  and  a 
very  ihort  Neck.  They  only  duck  or  dive  in  the  Sum- 
mer, for  they  cannot  ufe  their  Wings }  and  in  that 
Seafon,  the  Savages  take  the  Diverlion  of  furround- 
ing  "em  with  feven  or  eight  Canows,  difpers'd  here 
and  there,  and  ib  obliging  'em  to  dive  down,  when 
they  offer  to  come  up  to  take  Breath.  The  Savages 
have  entertained  me  feveral  Times  with  this  agree- 
able Amufement,  during  the  Courfe  of  the  Voyages 
I  made  with  them. 

The  Red  Patridges  are  wild  and  little,  and  much 
different  from  the  Red  Pat  ridge  we  have  in  Europe)  as 
well  as  the  Pheafant,  whole  Feathers  being  of  a 
white  Colour  with  black  fpecks,  make  a  very  agree- 
able divcriity 

The  largeft  Eagles  we  find  in  this  Country,  are 
no  bigger  than  Swans.  Their  Head  and  their  Tail 
is  white,  and  they  have  frequent  Ingagements  with 
a  Sort  of  Vultures,  that  commonly  have  the  better 
of  it.  In  our  Voyages  we  had  frequent  Occalions 
of  feeing  thefe  Ingagements,  which  laft  as  long  as 
the  Eagle  can  keep  up  the  Force  of  its  Wings. 

The  Parrots  are  met  with  in  the  Ilinefe  Country, 
and  upon  the  River  of  Mijfijipi.  They  are  very 
fmall,  and  are  the  fame  with  thofe  that  we  bring 
from  Brazil  and  Cayenne. 

That  fort  of  Nightingale  that  I  fiw  is  of  a  pecu- 
liar form}  fez  ;:is  of  a  leiler  Size  than  the  European^ 
and  of  a  blewiili  colour,  and  its  Notes  are  more  di- 
versified^ bclides  that,  it  lodges  in  the  Holes  of 
Trees,  and  four  or  five  of  'em  do  commonly  keep 

together 
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together  upon  the  thicker!  Trees,  and  with  joynt 
Notes  warble  o'er  their  Songs. 

The  Fly  like  Bird  is  no  bigger  than  one's  Thumb, 
and  the  colour  of  its  Feathers  is  fo  changeable, 
that  'tis  hard  to  fallen  any  one  colour  upon  it  They 
appear  fometimes  red,  fometimes  of  a  Gold  colour, 
at  other  times  they  are  blue  and  red  ;  and  proper- 
ly fpeaking,  'tis  only  the  brightnefs  of  the  Sun  that 
makes  us  unfenfible  of  the  change  of  its  gold  and 
red  colours  Its  Beak  is  as  fharp  as  a  Needle.  It 
flics  from  Flower  to  Flower,  like  a  Bee,  and  by  its 
fluttering  fucks  the  flowery  Sap.  Sometimes  about 
Noon  it  preaches  upon  the  little  branches  of  Plumb- 
trees  or  Cherry-trees.  I  have  fent  fome  of  'em  dead 
to  France,  it  being  impoffible  to  keep  'em  alive,  and 
they  were  look'd  upon  as  a  great  Curioiity. 

There  are  ten  or  twelve  forts  of 
^'cNHhfn  Ducks  in  this  Country.  Thofe  call'd 
cTffw/rXf™  Branchus,  are  the  fmalleft  indeed,  but 
they  are  much  the  prettieft  The  Fea- 
thers upon  their  Neck  looks  fo  bright,  by  virtue  of 
the  variety  and  livelinefs  of  their  Colours,  that  a 
Fur  of  that  nature  would  be  invaluable  in  Mnfccvy 
or  ^turkey.  They  owe  the  name  of  Branchus,  to 
their  refting  upon  the  Branches  of  Trees.  There's 
another  Species  of  Ducks  in  this  Country,  that 
are  as  black  as  Jackdaws,  only  their  Beak  and  the 
circle  of  their  Eyes  are  red 

The  Sea-mews,  Gretans  and  Sterlets,  are  Fowls  that 
fly  inccifantiyover  Seas,  Lakes,  and  Rivers,  in  or- 
der to  catch  little  Fiih  Their  Hem  is  good  for 
nothing,  belides  that,  they  have  no  Subftance  of 
Body,  though  they  feem  to  be  as  big  as  Pigeons. 

The  Sea-Parrots  bear  the  name  of  Parrots,  upon 
the  account  that  their  Beak  is  of  the  fame  Form 
with  that  of  the  Land  Parrot  They  never  quit  the 
Sea  or  the  Shoar ;  and  are  always  flying  upon  the 
furlace  of  the  Water,  in  queft  of  little  Jriih     Their 

colour 
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Colour  is  black,  and  their  fize  is  much  the  fame  with 
that  of  a  Pullet*  There  are  great  Numbers  of  'em 
upon  the  Bank  of  Newfound- Land,  and  near  the 
Coaft  of  the  Iiland,  which  the  Seamen  catch  with 
Hooks  cover'd  with  a  Cod's  Roe,  and  hung  over  the 
Prow  of  the  Ship. 

The  Moyacks  are  a  fort  of  Fowl,  as  big  as  a 
Goofe,  having  a  fhort  Neck>  and  a  broad  Foot ; 
and  which  is  very  itrange,  their  Eggs  are  half  as 
big  again  as  a  Swan's,  and  yet  they  are  all  Yolk, 
and  that  fo  thick,  that  they  muft  be  diluted  with 
Water  before  they  can  be  us'd  in  Pancakes. 

The  White  Pat  ridges,  are  as  big  as  our  Red  Pa- 
fridges.  Their  Feet  are  cover'd  with  fuch  a  thick 
Down,  that  they  refemble  thofe  of  a  young  Rab- 
bet. They  are  only  feen  in  the  Winter  Time,  and 
fome  Years  they  are  fcarce  fcen  at  all,  though  on 
the  other  Hand,  iu  other  Years  they  are  fo  plenti- 
ful, that  you  may  buy  a  Dozen  for  nine  Pence. 
This  is  the  moll  ftupid  Animal  in  the  Word;  it 
fits  upon  the  Snow,  and  fuffers  itfelf  to  be  knock'd 
on  the  Head  with  a  Pole  without  offering  to  ftir. 
I  am  of  the  Opinion,  that  this  unaccountable  numb- 
nefs  is  occafion'd  by  its  long  flight  from  Greenland  to 
Canada.  This  Conjecture  is  not  altogether  ground- 
lefs,  for  'tisobferv'd,  that  they  never  come  in  flocks 
to  Canada,  but  after  the  continuance  of  a  North 
or  North-Eaft  Wind. 

The  Black  Patridges  are  truly  very  pretty.  They 
arc  bigger  than  ours;  and  their  Beak  together  with 
the  Circle  of  the  Eyes,  and  the  Feet  are  red;  their 
Plumage  being  of  a  mining  black  Colour.  Thefe  A- 
nimals  are  very  proud,  and  feem  to  have  a  Senfe 
of  their  Beauty  as  they  walk.  They  are  but  very 
uncommon,  as  well  as  the  reddiih  Patridges,  which 
refemble  Quails  in  their  Bulk  and  Brisknefs. 

The  White  Ortolans  are  only  met  with  in  Winter; 

but  I  am  of  the  Opinion,  that  their  Feathers  are  na- 

R  turally 
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turally  of  a  white  Colour,  and  that  they  retrieve 
their  natural  Colour  in  the  Places  the  retire  to,  when 
they  difappear  in  Canada.  They  are  indifferent 
good  to  eat  when  they  are  fat,  but  that  they  feldom 
are.  In  the  Winter  great  Quantities  of  'em  are 
catch'd  about  the  Barns,  with  Nets  ftretch'd  out 
upon  the  Straw. 


A  Definition  of  the  InfecJs  of  Canada. 

THE  Adders  of  Canada  do  no  harm  at  all.  The 
Afp  indeed  are  very  dangerous,when  the  People 
bathe  in  the  ftagnating  Water  towards  the  South 
Countries.  The  Rattle  -Snake  or  Sounding  Serpent  is 
fo  call'd,  in  regard  that  at  the  Extremity  of  its 
Tail,  it  has  a  Sort  of  a  Cafe,  containing  certain 
Bones  which  make  fuch  a  Noife  when  the  Serpent 
creeps  along,  that  'tis  heard  thirty  Paces  off.  Thefe 
Serpents  betake  themfelves  to  Flight  when  they 
hear  the  Sound  of  Men's  Feet,  and  commonly  fleep 
in  the  Sun  either  in  green  Fields,  or  open  Woods. 
They  never  fting  but  when  they  are  trod  upon, 

The  Lowing  Frogs  are  fo  cali'd  with  refpect  to  their 
croaking,  which  iounds  like  the  lowing  of  an  Ox 
Thefe  Frogs  are  twice  as  large  as  thofe  we  have  in 
Europe.  The  Canada  Gad  Bees  j  are  a  fort  of  Flics 
about  twice  as  big  as  Bees;  but  of  the  fame  form  with 
a  common  Fly.  They  fling  only  between  Noon, 
and  three  o'  Clock  in  the  Afternoon  ;  but  then  they 
do  it  fo  violently,  that  they  fetch  Blood.  However, 
'tis  only  upon  certain  Rivers  that  they  are  met  with. 
The  Brulots  are  a  fort  of  Hand-worms^  which 
cleave  fo  hard  to  the  Skin,  that  their  pricking  occa- 
sions thcfameSenfc,  as  if  'twere  a  burning  Coal,  or 
a  Spark  of  Fire.  Thefe  little  Animals  are  unper- 
ceivable,  though  at  the  fame  Time  they  are  pretty 
numerous. 

"the 
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The  Names  of  the  Ftp  in  the  River  of  St.  Laurence, 
From  its  Mouth  to  the  Lakes  of  Canada. 

Balenots  or  little  Whales. 

A  Fifh  almoft  as  big  as  a  Whale,  callM  Souffieur. 

White  Porpoifes. 

Salmon,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe, 

Eels. 

Maycrel,  as  in  Europe. 

Herrings. 

Gafperots,  a  fmall  Fifh  like  a  Herring 

Bafes. 

Shad-liih. 

Cod-filh. 

Plaices. 

Smelts. 

Turbots. 

Pikes. 

The  Gold-colour'd  Fifh. 

Roaches. 

Lampreys. 

Merles  or  Sea  Tench. 

Thornbacks. 

Cungars. 

Sea-Cows,  a  kind  of  Porpoifes. 

fheShell-Fifb. 
Little  Lobfters. 
Crab-fifh. 
Cockles. 
Mufcles. 

The  Fifh  that  are  found  in  the  Lakes  of  Canada,  ani 
in  the  Rivers  that  fait  into  'e?n. 

Sturgeons. 

The  Armed  Fifh.  Trouts_ 
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Trouts 

White-Fifh 

A  fort  of  Herrings 

Eels 

Mullets 

Carp 

Gull-Fifh 

Gudgeons 

%%e  Fijb  found  in  the  River  of  MimiipL 

Pikes,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe 
Carps 
Tench 
Perches 

Dabs,  and  feveral  others  that  are  not  known  in 
Europe. 


A  Defcription  of  the  Fijh  that  are  not  mention  d  in  the 
Letters. 

rhtfe  h^n     rratr  HE  Baknot  is  a  fort  of  a  Whale, 
the  mo,  thof         I    oh1    >t[s  lefs  and  morc  flefh     and 

the  River,  and      j  ;  .   n  A.,  .     ^  .        J1      , 

the  Lukes.  does  not  }'ieid  Oil  in  Proportion  to  the 
Northern  Whales.  This  Fifh  goes 
fifty  or  fixty  Leagues  up  the  River. 

The  Souffleurs  are  much  of  the  fame  Size,  only 
they  are  fhorter  and  Blacker.  When  they  mean  to 
take  Breath  after  diving,  they  fquirt  out  the  Wa- 
ter through  a  hole  behind  their  Head  after  the 
lame  Manner  with  the  Whales  Commonly,  they 
dog  the  Ships  in  the  River  of  St.  Laurence. 

The  White  Porpoifss  are  as  big  as  Oxen  They 
always  go  along  with  the  Current;  and  go  up  with 
the  Tide  till  they  come  at  frelh  Water,  upon  which 
they  retire  with  the  ebb  Water.  They  are  a  ghaftly 
for:  of  Animals,  and  are  frequenly  taken  before 
Quebec,  The 
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The  Gafperots  are  a  fmall  Fifh,  not  unlike  a  Her- 
ring, n  the  Summer  time  they  make  into  the  fhoar 
in  inch  fhoals,  that  the  Cod-fifhers  take  as  many 
of  'em  as  fervcs  for  Bait  for  that  Fifhery.  Thele 
Fifhermen  do  likewife  make  ufe  of  Herrings,  when 
the  Seafon  obliges  them  to  put  into  the  fhoar  to 
Spawn.  In  a  Word,  all  the  Fiili  that  are  made  ufe 
of  for  a  Bait  to  make  the  Codfifh  bite  at  the  Hook, 
are  called  Boete  in  the  Fifhermens  Dialect. 

The  Gold-colour  d  Fijb  are  nice  Food.  They  are 
about  fifteen  Inches  long  ;  their  Scales  are  yellow, 
and  they  are  valued  very  high 

The  Sea  Cows,  which  are  a  fort  of  Porpoifes,  are 
bigger  than  the  Normandy  Beeves.  They  have  a  fort 
of  Paws  cut  like  a  Gooie's  Foot,  their  Head  refem- 
bles  that  of  an  Otter;  and  their  Teeth,  which  are 
two  Inches  thick,  and  nine  Inches  long,  are  reck- 
oned the  finelt  Ivory  that  is.  'Tis  faid  that  they 
range  wide  of  the  Shoar,  towards  fandy  and  marfhy 
Places. 

The  Lobfters  of  this  River,  feem  to  be  exactly  the 
fame  with  thofe  we  have  in  Europe. 

The  Cockles  are  of  a  Piece,  with  thofe  we  have 
upon  the  Coafl  of  France,  excepting  that  they  are 
larger,  and  have  a  more  agreeable  Tafte,  though 
their  Flefti  feems  to  partake  more  of  Crudity  an4 
Indigeftion. 

The  Mufcles  of  this  River  are  prodigious  large, 
and  tafte  very  well  j  but  'tis  next  to  an  Impoflibility 
to  eat  'em  without  breaking  one's  Teeth  by  reafon 
of  their  being  ftufFd  with  Pearl',  I  call  it  Pearl, 
tho'  the  name  of  Gravel  or  Sand  may  be  more  pro- 
per, with  refpeel  to  its  Value,  for  I  brought  to 
Paris  fifty  or  lixty  of  the  largeft  and  finelt,  which 
were  rated  only  at  a  Penny  a  piece  \  notwithftand- 
ing  that  we  had  broke  above  two  thoufand  Ivjuf* 
cles  to  make  up  that  Number. 

R  3  The 
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The  Lake-Sturgeons  are  commonly  five  or  fix  Foot 
long :  But  I  once  faw  one  of  ten  Foot,  and  another 
of  twelve  in  length.  The  Savages  catch  'em  with 
Nets  in  the  Winter,  and  Grapples  in  the  Summer. 
*Tis  faid,  they  have  a  certain  fort  of  Fleih  about 
their  Head,  that  taftes  like  Beef,  Mutton,  and 
Veal  y  but  I  have  eat  of  it  feveral  Times,  and  ne- 
ver could  obferve  any  fuch  thing,  which  makes  me 
look  upon  the  Alligation  as  chimerical. 

The  Ftp  in  Armour ',  is  about  three  Foot  and  a 
half  long.  'Tis  defended  by  fuch  ftrong  and  hard 
Scales,  that'tis  impoflible  for  any  other Fifh  to  hurt 
it.  Its  Enemies  are  Trouts  and  Roaches,  but  'tis 
admirably  well  provided  for  the  repulfing  of  their 
Attacks,  by  virtue  of  its  pointed  Snout,  which  is 
a  Foot  long,  and  as  hard  as  its  Skin.  It  eats  very 
well,  and  its  Flcfh  or  Subftance  is  as  firm  as  'tis 
white. 

The  Lake  Dahs  or  Sandings  are  not  above  a  Foot 
long,  but  they  arc  very  thick  all  over,  They  are 
call'd  Barhues  in  French,  which  allufion  to  a  certain 
fort  of  Beards  that  hang  down  from  the  Side  of  their 
Muzzle,  and  are  as  big  as  Ears  of  Corn.  Thofe 
which  we  find  in  the  River  of  Mijfifip,  are  of  a 
monftrous  Size.  Both  the  one  and  the  other  are 
catch'd  with  a  Hook,  as  well  as  with  a  Net ;  and 
make  very  good  Victuals. 

The  Miffijtfi  Carps  are  likewife  of  an  extraordi- 
nary Size,  and  admirably  well  tailed.  They  are 
of  the  fame  Form  with  ours.  In  the  Autumn  they 
put  in  towards  the  Shoar,  and  are  eaiily  catch'd 
with  a  Net. 

Thelargeft  Trouts  we  meet  with  in  the  Lakes,  are 
five  Foot  and  a  half  long,  and  of  one  Foot  piamcter. 
Their  flefh  is  red,  and  they  are  catch'd  with  great 
Hooks  made  fait  to  Pieces  of  Wire. 

The  Fifh  catch  d  in  the  Lakes,  are  better  than 
thofe  wc  take  at  Sea,  or  in  the  Rivers,  particularly 

the 
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the  white  Fiih,  which  for  goodnefs  and  nice  Eat- 
ing, are  far  beyond  all  the  other  Species.  The  Sa- 
vages that  live  upon  the  Sides  of  thofe  little  frefh- 
water  Seas,  prefer  the  Broth  of  Fiih,  co  Meat-broth, 
when  they  are  indifpos'd.  This  Choice  they  ground 
upon  Experience  j  whereas  the  French  on  the  other 
hand  find  that  Vcnifon  Broth  is  at  once  more  fub- 
ftantial  and  reftorative. 

The  Rivers  of  Canada  are  replenifh'd  with  an  in- 
finity of  other  fifties,  that  are  not  known  in  Europe, 
The  Fifh  catch'd  in  the  Notch-Country  Rivers,  are 
different  from  thofe  or  the  South ;  and  thofe  taken 
in  the  Long-River,  which  difcmbogues  into  the  Ri- 
ver of  Mijjifip,  favour  fo  rank  of  Mud  and  Clay, 
that  'tis  impofiible  to  eat  of  'em  \  abating  for  a  fort 
of  little  Trours  that  the  Savages  take  in  the  adja- 
cent Lakes,  which  make  a  tolerable  Mefs. 

The  Rivers  of  the  Otentats,  and  the  Miffouris, 
produce  luch  odd  fhap'd  runes,  that  'tis  impoffible 
to  defcribe  'em  without  they  were  drawn  upon  Pa- 
per. Thefe  Fifties  tafte  but  forrily,  and  yet  the 
Savages  love  it  mightily,  which  I  take  to  proceed 
from  their  knowing  no  better. 

The  trees  and  Fruits  of  the  South  Countries  of  Canada, 

Beech-Trees.?  r    ,  ,  r?     ^ 

Red-Oak.       \  as  we  "avc  in  Europe, 

Bitter  Cherry-trees. 
Aih-trees. 

Snden-trees.^fuch  as  we  have  in  «**■ 
Nut-trees  of  two  forts, 
Chefnut-trees. 
$pple-trees. 
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Pear-trees 

Plum-trees  :: 

Cherry -trees 

Hazel-trees,  fuch  as  we  have  in  Europe. 

"Vines 

A  fort  of  Citrons 

Water  Melons 

Sweet  Citruls 

Wild  Goofeberries 

Pine-apples 

Tobacco,  fuch  as  our  Spanijh  Tobacco 

ft*  Trees  and  Fruits  of  the  North  Countries  of  Canada* 

White  Oak 

Red  Oak 

Birch-trees 

Bitter  Cherry-trees 

Mapple-trees 

Pine-trees 

Epinettes 

Fir-tres  of  three  forts 

Perufles 

Cedar-trees 

Afptn  trees 

White  Wood 

Alder-trees 

Maiden-Hair 

Stawberries 

Rasberries 

Goofeberries. 

Bluets. 


A  Jpefcription  of  the  above-mention1  d  Trees  and  Fruits, 

'yOU   muft  remark,    that    all   the  Wood  of 

X.     Canada  is  good  of  its  Kind.    The  Trees 

that  ftand  exposed  to  the  North- Winds,  are  apt 

to 
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to  be  influenced  by  the  Froft,  as  it  appears  from  the 
chops  and  chinks  that  it  occafions. 

The  Bitter  Cherry-tree,  has  a  hard  and  whitifh 
Wood  with  a  grey  Bark.  Some  of  'em  are  as  tall 
as  the  loftieft  Oaks,  and  as  big  as  a  Hogfhead. 
This  Tree  grows  ftreight ;  it  has  an  oval  Leaf,  and 
is  made  ufe  of  in  Beams,  Rafters,  and  other  Car- 
penter's Work. 

The  Mappk-tree  is  much  of  the  fame  Height  and 
Bulk ;  but  it  has  a  brown  Bark,  and  the  Wood  is 
reddim.  It  bears  no  refemblance  to  that  fort  we  have 
in  Europe.  It  yields  a  Sap,  which  has  a  much  plea- 
fanter  Tafte  than  the  beft  Limonade  or  Cherry-wa- 
ter, and  makes  the  wholfomell:  Drink  in  the  World. 
This  Liquor  is  drawn  by  cutting  the  Tree  two  In- 
ches deep  in  the  Wood,  the  cut  being  run  floping 
to  the  Length  of  ten  or  twelve  Inches,  At  the  lower 
End  of  this  Gafli,  a  Knife  is  thruft  into  the  Tree 
flopingly,  fo  that  the  Water  running  along  the  Cut 
or  Gam,  as  through  a  Gutter,  and  falling  upon  the 
Knife  that  lies  acrofs  the  Channel,  runs  out  upon 
the  Knife,  which  has  VefTels  placed  underneath  to 
receive  it.  Some  Trees  will  yield  five  or  fix  Bottles 
of  this  Water  a  Day  ;  and  fome  Inhabitants  of  Ca- 
nada, might  draw  twenty  Hogfheads  of  it  in  one 
day.  if  they  would  thus  cut  and  notch  all  the  Map- 
pies  o£  their  refpe&ive  Plantations.  The  Gam  do's 
no  harm  to  the  Tree.  Of  this  Sap  they  make  Su- 
gar and  Syrup,  which  is  fo  valuable,  that  there  can't 
be  a  better  Remedy  for  fortifying  the  Stomach.  'Tis 
but  few  of  the  Inhabitants  that  have  the  Patience 
to  make  Mapple-Water,  for  as  common  and  ufual 
Things  are  always  flighted,  fo  there's  fcarce  any 
Body  but  Children  that  give  themfelves  the  Trou* 
ble  of  gaining  thefe  Trees  To  conclude,  the  North- 
Country  Mapples  have  more  Sap  than  thofe  of  the 
South  Countries }  but  at  the  fame  time  the  Sap  is 
not  fo  fweet, 
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There  are  two  forts  of  Nut-trees  in  this  Country. 
The  one  bears  round,  and  the  other  long,  Nuts  • 
but  neither  of  'em  is  good  for  any  thing,  no  more 
than  the  wild  Chefuuts  that  grow  in  the  Ilinefe 
Country. 

The  Apples  that  grow  upon  fome  of  their  Ap- 
ple-trees eat  well  when  they  are  Codled,  but  they 
are  good  for  nothing  when  they're  raw.  Upon  the 
Mifftfipi  indeed  there's  a  fort  of  Apples  that  have 
a  tafte  not  unlike  that  of  fome  European  Apples. 
The  Pears  are  good,  but  very  fcarce. 

The  Cherries  are  fmall,  and  extreme  red;  and 
though  their  Tafte  is  not  good,  yet  the  Roe- bucks 
like  'em  fo  well,  that  in  the  Summer  time  they  fcarce 
ever  mifs  to  lye  under  the  Cherry-trees  all  Night 
long,  efpccially  if  it  blows  hard. 

This  Country  affords  three  forts  of  excellent 
Plums,  which  bear  no  Refemblance  to  ours  either 
in  Figure  or  Colour,  Some  are  long  and  fmall, 
fome  are  round  and  thick,  and  fome  very  little. 

The  Vines  twine  round  the  Trees  to  the  very  top ; 
and  the  Branches  of  thofe  Trees  are  fo  cover  cl  with 
Grapes,  that  one  would  take  the  Grape  to  be  the 
Fruit  of  the  Tree.  In  fome  Countries  of  North- 
Jmsrica,  the  Grape  is  little,  but  very  well  tailed ; 
but  towards  the  Miffifip,  'tis  long  and  thick,  and  fo 
is  the  Clufter.  There  has  been  fome  wine  prefs'd 
from  the  Grapes  of  that  Country,  which  after  long 
Handing  became  as  fvvcet  as  Canary,  and  as  black 
as  Ink 

The  Citrons  of  North- America  are  fo  call'd,  only 
becaufe  their  Form  refembles  that  of  our  Citron. 
Initead  of  a  Rind,  they  have  only  a  fingle  Skin. 
They  grow  upon  a  Plant  that  rifes  three  Foot  high, 
and  do's  not  bear  above  three  or  four  at  a  Time, 
This  Fruit  is  as  wholefome  as  its  Root  is  dangerous ; 
for  the  one  is  very  healthy,  and  the  juice  of  the 
the  other  is  a  mortal  fubtilc  Poyfon.    While  I  tfay'd 
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at  Fort  Fronttnacy  in  the  Year  1684,  I  ^aw  an  ho- 
quefe  Woman  take  down  this  fatal  Potion,  with  a  De- 
iign  to  follow  her  deceased  Husband  '-,  after  flie  had 
took  leave  of  her  Friends,  and  fung  the  Death  Song, 
with  the  Formalities  that  are  ulual  among  thefe 
blind  Wretches.  The  Poifon  quickly  work'd  the 
delir'd  Effect ;  for  this  Widdow,  who  in  Europe 
would  be  juftly  look'd  upon  as  a  miracle  of  Con- 
llancy  and  Fidelity,  had  no  fooner  fwallowed  the 
murdering  juice,  than  fhe  fell  into  two  or  three 
fhivering  Fits,  and  fo  expired. 

The  Water- Melons,  call'd  by  the  Spaniards  Algiers 
Melons,  are  round  and  thick  lik  a  Ball  \  fome  are 
red,  and  fome  white,  and  the  Kernels,  which  are 
very  large,  are  fbrnetimes  black,  fometimes  red. 
As  for  their  Tafte  'tis  exactly  the  fame  with  that  of 
the  Spanift  or  Portuguefe  Melons. 

The  Citruls  of  this  Country  are  fweet,  and  of  a 
different  Nature  fromthofe  of  Europe;  and  I'm  in- 
formed, that  the  American  Citruls  will  not  grow  in 
Europe.  They  are  as  big  as  our  Melons;  and  their 
Pulp  is  as  yellow  as  Saffron.  Commonly  they  are 
bak'd  in  Ovens,  but  the  better  way  is  to  roaft  'em 
under  the  Embers  as  the  Savages  do.  Their  Tafte 
is  much  the  fame  with  that  of  the  Marmelade  of 
Apples,  only  they  are  fweeter.  One  may  eat  as 
much  of  'em  as  he  pleafes,  without  fearing  any  Dis- 
order from  'em. 

The  wild  Goofeberries  are  good  for  nothing,  but 
for  Confits  :  But  that  fort  of  Confits  are  fcldom 
made,  for  Sugar  is  too  dear  in  Canada^  to  be  irn^ 
ploy'd  for  fuch  Ufes0 
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ADefcripion  of  the  *trees  and  Fruits  of  the  Northern 
Countries. 

THE  Canada  Birch-trees  are  much  different  from 
thofe  we  have  in  fome  Provinces  of  France ; 
both  for  bulk  and  Quality.  The  Savages  make  Ca- 
nows  of  their  Bark,  fome  of  which  is  red,  and  fome 
white;  but  both  are  equally  proper  for  that  Ufe. 
That  which  has  the  feweft  Veins  and  Chaps,  is  the 
bell ;  but  the  red  bark  makes  the  fineft  lhow.  There 
are  fome  little  Baskets  made  of  the  young  Birches, 
that  are  muchelleem'd  in  France,  and  Books  may  be 
made  of  'em,  the  Leaves  of  which  will  be  as  fine 
as  Paper.  This  I  can  fpeak  by  Experience,  for  I 
have  frequently  made  ufe  of  'em  for  want  of  Pa- 
per, in  writing  the  Journal  of  my  Voyages.  Nay, 
I  remember  I  have  feen  in  a  certain  Library  in 
France,  a  Manufcript  of  the  Gofpel  of  St.  Matthew, 
written  in  Greek  upon  this  fort  of  Bark  \  and,  which 
is  yet  more  furprizing,  I  was  then  told,  that  it  had 
been  written  above  a  thoufand  Years ;  and  at  the 
fame  Time  I  dare  fwear,  that  'twas  the  Genuine 
Birch-bark  of  New-France,  which  in  all  Appearance 
was  not  then  difcover'd. 

The  Pine-trees  are  very  tall,  ftreight,  and  thick  ; 
and  are  made  ufe  of  for  Wi  alls,  which  the  King's 
Pinks  do  oftentimes  tranfport  to  France.  'Tis  faid, 
that  fome  of  thefe  Trees  are  big  enough,  to  ferve 
for  a  Mail  of  a  Firit-rate  Ship, 

The  Epinette  is  a  fort  of  a  Pine,  with  a  fharper  and 
thicker  Leaf.  'Tis  made  ufe  of  in  Carpenters  work, 
and  the  Matter  which  drains  from  it,  fmells  as  fweet 
as  Incenfe 

There  are  three  forts  of  Firs  in  this  Country, 
which  are  faw'd  into  Deals  by  certain  Mills,  that 
the  Quebec  Merchants  have  caus'd  to  be  built  in 
fome  Places, 

The 
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The  Perujfe  is  the  propereft  of  all  green  Woods 
for  the  building  of  Ships  upon  the  Coniideration  that 
*ts  compa&er,  and  has  clofer  Pores,  fo  that  it  do's 
not  foak  or  drink  in  the  Moifture  as  much  as  others. 

Here  are  two  forts  of  Cedar,  namely,  the  white 
and  the  red  ,  but  one  muft  view  'em,  narrowly  be- 
fore he  can  diitinguifh  'em,  by  reafon,  that  both 
of  'em  have  much  the  fame  fort  of  Bark.  Thefe 
Trees  are  low,  buftiy,  and  full  of  Branches  and  lit- 
tle Leaves,  refembling  the  tag  of  a  Lace.  The  Wood 
of  this  Tree,  is  almoft  as  light  as  Cork;  and  the 
Savages  make  ufe  of  it  in  the  Wreaths  and  Ribs  of 
their  Ganows.  The  red  fort  looks  admirably  well, 
and  may  be  made  into  Houfhold-Goods,  which  will 
retain  an  agreeable  fmell  for  ever. 

The  Afp  are  little  Shrubs  which  grow  upon  the 
Sides  of  Pools  or  Rivers;  and  in  a  Word,  in 
moift  and  marfhy  Countries.  This  Wood  is  the 
common  Food  of  the  Beavers,  who,  in  Imitation  of 
the  Ants,  take  Care  to  make  a  Collection  of  it  round 
their  Hutts  in  the  Autumn,  which  ferves  'em  for 
Suftenance  when  the  Ice  imprifons  'em  in  Winter. 

The  White  Wood  is  a  midling  fort  of  a  Tree,  that's 
neither  too  big  nor  too  little.  'Tis  almoft  as  light 
as  Cedar,  and  as  eafily  work'd  upon.  The  Inhabi- 
tants of  Canada,  make  little  Canows  of  it,  for  filh- 
ing  and  croifing  the  Rivers. 

Maidenhair  is  as  common  in  the  Forrefts  of  Cana- 
da, as  Fern  is  in  thofe  of  France,  and  is  efteem'd 
beyond  that  of  other  Countries  ,  infomuch,  that 
the  I  nhabitants  of  Quebec  prepare  great  quantities 
of  its  Syrup,  which  they  fend  to  Paris,  Nants, 
Rouan,  and  feveral  other  Cities  in  France. 

Strawberries  and  Rasberries,  are  wonderfully  plen- 
tifull  in  Canada  and  tafte  extream  well.  We  meet 
likewife  with  fome  white  Goofe berries  in  this  Coun- 
try ;  but  they  ferve  for  no  ufe,  unlefs  it  be  to  make  a 
fort  of  Vinegar  of  'em,  that  is  very  ftrong. 

The 
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The  Bluets  are  certain  little  Berries,  not  unlike 
fmall  Cherries,  only  they  are  black,  and  perfectly 
round.  The  Plant  upon  which  they  grow,  is  as  big 
as  a  Rasbery-bufh.  Thefe  Berries  ferve  for  feveral 
Ufes,  after  they  are  dry'd  in  the  Sun,  or  in  an  Oven  j 
for  then  they  make  Confitsof  'em,  or  put  "em  into 
Pies,  or  infufe  'em  in  Brandy.  The  North-Coun- 
try Savages  make  a  Crop  of  "em  in  the  Summer, 
which  affords  'em  very  feafonable  relief,  efpecially 
when  their  hunting  comes  fliort. 


A  General  View  of  the  Commerce  of  Canada. 

ICome  now  to  give  a  brief  and  general  Account 
of  the  Commerce  of  Canada,  which  I  have  al- 
ready touched  upon  m  my  Letters.  The  Normans 
were  the  firft  that  fet  up  this  Trade,  and  ufually 
they  fet  out  from  Havre  de  Grace,  or  Dieppe ;  but 
the  Rochellers  have  now  work'd  'em  out  of  it,  for  as 
much  as  the  Rochel  Ships  furnifh  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  Continent  with  the  neceffary  Commodities. 
There  are  likewife  fome  Ships  fent  to  Canada  from 
Bourdeaus  and  Bayone,  with  Wines,  Brandy,  To- 
bacco, and  Iron. 

The  Ships  bound  from  France  to  that  Country, 
pay  no  Cuftom  for  their  Cargoe,  whether  in  Clear- 
ing in  France,  or  in  their  Entries  at  Quebec,  abating 
for  the  BrazilTobzcco  which  pays  five  Sols  a  pound } 
that  is  to  fay,  a  Roll  of  400  pound  weight,  pays  a 
hundred  Livres  by  way  of  Entry,  to  the  Office  of 
the  Farmers  General. 

Moft  of  the  Srhrs  go  laden  to  Canada,  and  return 
light  or  empty.  Some  indeed  bring  home  Peafe 
When  they  arc  good  cheap  in  the  Colony,  and  o- 
thers  take  in  a  Cargo  of  Plants  and  Boards :  Others 
again  go  to  the  liland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  there 
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take  in  a  Cargoe  of  Pit-Coal,  which  they  carry  to 
the  Iflands  of  Martinieo  or  Guardaloupa,  where  the 
refining  of  Sugars  occafions  a  great  Confumption  of 
Coals.  But  thofe  Ships  which  either  belong,  or  are 
recommended  to  the  topping  Merchants  of  the  Co- 
lony, are  fraughted  with  Skins,  which  turn  to  a 
great  Account.  I  have  feen  fome  Ships  unload  at 
Quebec,  and  then  fleer  to  Placentiay  to  take  in  Cod- 
fiih  which  they  purchas'd  with  ready  Money*  but 
generally  fpeaicing,  there's  more  loft  than  got  by  that 
Way  of  trading.  The  Merchant  that  has  carried 
on  the  greateft  Trade  in  Canada,  is  the  Sieur  Samuel 
Berrwn  of  Rochel,  who  has  great  Ware-Houfes  at 
Quebec,  from  which  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other 
Towns  are  fupplied  with  fuch  Commodities  as  they 
want.  'Tis  true,  there  are  fome  Merchants  at  Que- 
bec, who  are  indifferent  rich,  and  fit  out  Ships  upon 
their  own  Bottom,  that  ply  to  and  again  between 
France  and  Canada ;  and  thefe  Merchants  have  their 
Correfpondents  at  Rachel,  who  fend  out  and  take 
in  every  Year  the  Cargoes  of  their  Ships, 

There's  no  Difference  between  the  Pyrates  that 
fcour  the  Seas,  and  the  Canada  Merchants ;  unlefs 
it  be  this,  that  the  former  fometimesinrich  'emielves 
all  of  a  fudden  by  a  good  Prize  ;  and  that  the  lat- 
ter can't  make  their  Fortune  without  trading  for  five 
or  iix  Years,  and  that  without  running  the  Hazard 
of  their  Lives.  I  have  known  twenty  little  Ped- 
lars that  had  not  above  a  thoufand  Crowns  flock 
when  I  arriv'd  at  Quebec,  in  the  Year  1683 ;  and 
when  I  left  that  Place,  had  got  to  the  Tune  of 
twelve  thoufand  Crowns.  Tis  an  unqueftion'd  truth, 
that  they  get  fifty  per  Cmit  upon  all  the  Goods  they 
deal  in,  whether  they  buy  'cm  up  upon  the  Arrival 
of  the  Ships  at  Quebec,  or  have  'em  from  France  by 
Way  of  Commillion  *,  but  over  and  above  that, 
there  are  fome  little  gaudy  Trinkets,  fuch  as  Rib- 
bands,Laces,Embroideries,Tobacco-boxes,\Vatch- 
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es,  and  an  infinity  of  other  Bauble  of  Iron  Ware, 
upon  which  they  get  a  hundred  and  fifcy  per  Centy 
all  Cofts  clear. 

In  this  Country  a  Hogfhead  of  Bourdeaux  Wine, 
which  contains  250  Bottles,  is  worth  about  forty 
French  Livres,  in  time  oi  Peace,  and  fixty  in  time 
of  War.  A  Hogihead  of  Nants  or  Bayou ne  Brandy, 
will  fetch  80  or  a  100  Livres.  In  the  Taverns  a 
Bottle  of  Wine  colts  fix  French  Sous,  and  a  Bottle 
of  Brandy  is  fold  for  twenty.  As  for  dry  Com- 
modities, their  Price  rifes  and  falls  upon  Occafiom 
Brazil  Tobacco  is  worth  40  Sous  a  Pound  by  Way 
of  Retale,  and  35  by  Wholefale.  Sugar  will  fetch 
at  left  20  Sous  a  Pound,  and  fometimes  25  or  30. 

The  earlieft  Ships  that  comejrom  France,  fetout 
commonly  in  the  latter  end  of  April,  or  the  beginning 
of  May  ;  but  to  my  Mind,  they  might  fhorten  their 
Voyage  by  one  half,  if  they  put  to  Sea  about  the 
middle  of  March,  and  then  fweep'd  along  the  North 
Coafl  of  the  Azores  Iflands ,  for  in  thole  Seas  the 
South  and  South-Ealt  Winds  commonly  blow  from 
the  Beginnin  g  of  April,  to  the  End  of  May.  I  have 
mention'd  this  feveral  times  to  the  moil  expert  Pi- 
lots; but  they  ftill  put  me  off  with  the  Plea,  that 
they  dare  not  fleer  that  Courfe  for  fear  of  fome 
Rocks  :  And  yet  thefe  Rocks  are  not  to  be  met  with 
but  in  their  Charts.  I  have  read  fome  Dcfcripti- 
ons  of  the  Ports,  Roads,  and  Coafts  of  thefe  Iflands, 
and  of  the  adjacent  Seas,  done  by  the  Portugueze, 
which  make  no  mention  of  the  Shelves  that  are 
chalk'd  down  in  all  our  Chart :  On  the  coatrary, 
they  affirm  that  the  Coail  of  thefe  Iflands  is  alto- 
gether clear,  and  that  tot  twenty  Leagues  off  into 
the  Main,  thefe  imaginary  Rocks  were  never  met 
with. 

As  foon  as  the  French  Ships  arrive  at  Ghiehec,  the 
Merchants  of  that  City  who  have  their  Factors  in 
the  other  Towns,  load  their  Barques  with  Goods  in 

order 
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order  to  tranfport  'em  to  thefe  other  Towns.    Such 
Merchants  as  ad  for  themfeives  at  tfrois  Rivieres ,or 
Monrealjhey  come  down  in  Perfon  to  Quebec  to  mar- 
ket for  themielves,and  then  put  their  Effects  on  board 
of  Barks,  to  be  convey'd  home.  If  they  pay  for  their 
Goods  in  Skins,  they  buy  cheaper  than  if  they  made 
their  Payments  in  Money  or  Letters  of  Exchange  ; 
by  reafon  that  the  Seller  gets  confiderably  by  the 
Skins  when  he  returns  to  France,     Now,  you  muft 
take  notice,  that  all  thefe  Skins  are  bought  up  from 
the  Inhabitants,  or  from  the  Savages,  upon  which  the 
Merchants  are  confiderable  Gainers.    To  give  yoii 
an  Inftanceof  this  Matter ;  a  Perlbn  that  lives  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  Quebec  carries  a  dozen  of  Mar* 
tin  s  Skins,  fiVe  or  fix  Fox's  Skins,  and  as  many  Skins 
of  wild  Cats,  to  a  Merchant's  Houfe,  in  order  to 
fell  'em  for  woollen  Cloth,  Lumen,  Arms,  Ammu- 
nition, Be.     In  the  Truck  of  thefe  Skins  the  Mer- 
chant draws  a  double  Profit,  one  upon  the  Score  of 
his  paying  no  more  for  the  Skins,  than  one  half  of 
what  he  afterwards  fells  'em  for  in  the  Lump  to  the 
Factors,  for  the  Rochel  Ships  5  and  the  other  by  the 
exorbitant  Rate  he  puts  upon   the  Goods  that  the 
poor  Planter  takes  in  exchange  for  his  Skins.     If  this 
be  duly  weigh'd,  we  will  not  think  it  ftrange,  that 
thefe  Merchants  have  a  more  beneficial  Trade  than 
a  great  many  other  Tradefmen  in  the  World.     In 
my  feventh  and  eighth  Letters  I  related  the  Particu- 
lars of  the  Commerce  of  this  Country,  elpeaally 
that  which  the  Inhabitants  carry  on  with  the  Sava- 
ges   who  fupply  'em  with  the  Skins  or  Beavers  and 
other  Animals.     So  that   now   it  remains    only   to 
give  you  an  Inventory  of  the  Goods  thai :  are  pro- 
per for  the  Savages,   and  of  the  Skins  which  they 
give  in  Exchange,  together  with  their  neat  Prices. 

g  Shore 
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Short  and  light  Fufees. 

Powder. 

Ball  and  cut  Lead,  or  frnall  Shot. 

Axes  both  great  and  fmall. 

Knives  with  their  Sheaths. 

Sword-blades  to  make  Darts  of 

Kettles  of  all  Sizes. 

Shoomakers  Awls. 

Fifh-hooks  of  all  Sizes. 

Flint  Stones. 

Caps  of  blue  Serge. 

Shirts,  made  of  the  common  Brit  any  Linnem. 

Woolfted  Stockins,  fhort  and  coarfe. 

Brafil  Tobacco. 

Coarfe  white  Thread  for  Nets. 

Sewing  Thread  of  ieveral  Colours. 

Pack-thread. 

Vermillion. 

Needles,  both  large  and  fmall. 

Venice  Beads. 

Some  Iron  Heads  for  Arrows,   but  few  of  'em. 

A  fmall  Quantity  of  Soap. 

A  few  Sabres,  or  Cutlafles. 

Brandy  goes  off  incomparably  well 


tfhe  Names    of  the  Shins  given  in  Exchange, 
with  their  Rates. 

TH  E  Skins  of  Winter  Beavers,  alias  Mufcovy 
Beavers,  are  worth  per  Pound,  in  the  Farmer- 
General's  Warehoufe, ^.Livres.  io  Sous. 

The  Skins  of  fat  Beavers,   the  Hair  of  which  falls 
off  while  the  Savages  make  ufe  of 'em,  per  Pound, 

.  . s   ^    0    £ 

Of  Beavers  taken  in  Autumn,  per  Pound   3  10 

Of  dry  or  common  Bearers,  per  Pound  3       o 

Of 


to  North- America.  259 

LiUres.  Sons. 
Of  Summer  Beavers,  per  Pound  —  3  o 
The  Skin  of  a  white  Beaver  is  not  to  be  valued  no 

more  than  that  of  a  Fox  that  is  quire  black. 
The  Skins  of  Silver-colour'd  Foxes,  a-piece,  4       o 
Of  common  Foxes,  in  good  order,  2       o 

Of  the  common  Martins.  *  1       o 

Of  the  prettieft  fort  of  Martins,  4       o 

Of  red  and  fmooth  Otters,  ■  2       o 

Of  the  Winter  and  brown  Otters,  4     10 

or  more. 

Of  the  fined  black  Bears,  ■ 7       o 

The  Skins  of  Elks,    before  they   are  drefs'd,  are 

worth  per  Pound,  about o     12 

The  Skins  of  Stags  are  worth  per  Pound,  about  o       8 
The  wild  Cat's,  or  Enfans  de  Diable,  a-piece  1     15 

Sea-Wolves,  a-piece, ■ 1     15 

or  more. 

Pole-Cats  and  Weafels,  • o     10 

Musk  Rats,  ■  ■ — -  o       6 

Their  Tefticles, — o       5 

Wolves,  —  ■ 2     10 

The  white  Elk- skins,  i.  e.  thofe  drefs'd  by  the  Sava- 
ges, a-piece, 8  or  m. 

A  drefs'd  Harm's  Skin  is  worth       5  or  m. 

A  Caribous  *       6 

A  Roe-buck's  • 3 

To  conclude,  you  muft  take  Notice,  that  thefe 
Skins  are  upon  lome  particular  Occasions  dearer 
than  I  rate  "em,  but  the  Difference  is  but  very 
fmall,  whether  under  or  over. 


S  2 
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An  Account    of  ths  Government   of  Canada 

in  General. 

IN  Canada^  the  Politick,  Civil,  Ecclefiaflical  and 
Military  Governments,  are  all  in  a  manner  one 
Thing,  in  regard  that  the  wifeft  Governors  have 
fubjeded  their  Authority  to  that  of  the  Ecclefi- 
afticks  j  and  fuch  Governors  as  would  not  embark 
in  that  Intcreft,  have  found  their  Poft  ib  uneafy^ 
that  they  have  been  recalled  with  Difgrace.  I  could 
inftance  in  feveral,  who  for  not  adhering  to  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Bifhop  and  the  Jefuits,  and  for 
refufing  to  lodge  their  Power  in  the  Hands  of  thefe 
infallible  Gentlemen,  have  been  turned  out,  and 
treated  at  Court  like  hot-headed  Incendiaries.  Mr. 
de  Frontenac  was  one  of  this  Number  who  made 
fuch  an  unhappy  Exit ;  for  he  fell  out  with  Mr. 
Dushefnau,  Intendant  of  that  Country,  who  rinding 
himfelf  protected  by  the  Clergy,  induftrioufly  in- 
fulted  that  illuftrious  General,  and  the  General  was 
forc'd  to  give  way,  under  the  Weight  of  an  Eccle- 
liaitical  League,  by  reafon  of  the  Springs  they  fee 
at  Work  againft  him,  in  Oppofition  to  all  the  Prin- 
ciples of  Honour  and  Confcience. 

The  Governor  Generals  that  mean  to  neglect  no 
Opportunity  of  advancing  or  inriching  themfelves, 
do  commonly  hear  two  Mafles  a-Day,  and  are  ob- 
lig'd  to  confefs  once  in  four  and  twenty  Hours. 
He  has  always  Clergy-men  hanging  about  him 
where-ever  he  goes,  and  indeed,  properly  fpeaking, 
they  are  his  Counsellors.  When  a  Governor  is 
thus  back'd  by  the  Clergy,  the  Intendants,  the  Un- 
der-Governors,  and  the  Sovereign  Council,  dare 
not  cenfure  his  Conduct,  let  it  be  never  fo  faulty  -7 
for  the  Protection  of  the  Ecclefiafticks  Ihelters  him 
from  all  the  Charges  that  can  be  laid  againft  him. 

The  Governor  General  of  Quebec  has  twenty 
Thoufand  Crowns  a- Year,  including  the  Pay  of  his 

Com- 
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Company  of  Guards,  and  the  particular  Govern- 
ment of  the  Fort.  Over  and  above  this  Income, 
the  Farmers  of  the  Beaver-Skins  make  him  a  Pre- 
fent  of  a  thoufand  Crowns  a-ycar  ;  his  Wines  and 
all  his  other  Provifions  imported  from  France,  pay  no 
Freight  5  not  to  mention,  that  by  certain  ways  and 
means,  he  fucks  as  much  Money  out  of  the  Coun- 
try as  ail  the  above-mention'd  Articles  amount  to, 
The  Intendant  has  eighteen  thoufand  Livresa-Year, 
but  the  Lord  knows  what  he  makes  other  wife  : 
I  have  no  Mind  to  touch  there,  for  fear  of  being 
rank'd  among  thofe  Detractors  who  fpeak  the 
Truth  too  fmcereiy.  The  Bifhop's  Incomes  are  fo 
fmall,  that  if  the  King  were  not  gracioufly  plcafed 
to  add  to  his  Bifhoprick  fome  other  Benefices  in 
France,  that  Reverend  Prelate  would  be  reduced 
to  as  fhort  Commons  as  a  Hundred  of  his  Charac- 
ter are  in  the  Kingdom  of  Naples.  The  Major  of 
ghtebec  has  fix  Hundred  Crowns  a- Year ;  the  Gover- 
nor of  Zrois  Rivieres  has  a  thoufand,  and  the  Go- 
vernor of  Monreal  is  allovv'd  two  thoufa'nd.  A  Cap- 
tain has  a  hundred  and  twenty  LivresaMonth,aLieu- 
tenant  ninety  Livres  ;  a  reform'd  Lieutenant  is  al- 
low'd  but  forty,  and  a  common  Soldier's  Pay  is  fix 
Sous  a-Day,  of  the  current  Money  of  the  Country. 
The  People  repofe  a  great  deal  of  Confidence  in 
the  Clergy  in  this  Country  as  well  as  elfcwhere. 
Here  the  outward  Shew  of  Devotion  is  ftrictly  ob- 
ferved,  for  the  People  dare  not  abient  from  the  great 
Maffes  and  Sermons  without  a  lawful  Excufe.  But 
after  all,  'tis  at  the  Time  of  Divine  Service  that  the 
married  Women  and  Maids  give  their  Humours  a 
full  Loofe,  as  being  allured  that  their  Husbands  and 
Mothers  are  bufy  at  Church.  The  Priefts  call  Peo- 
ple by  their  Names  in  the  Pulpit  •  they  prohibit  un- 
der the  Pain  of  Excommunication,  the  reading  of 
Romances  and  Plays,  as  well  as  the  Ufe  of  Masks, 
and  playing  at  Ombre  or  Lanfquenet.  The  Jefu- 
S  3  its 
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its  and  the  Rccollets,  agree  as  ill  as  the  Molinifts 
and  the  Janfenifts.  The  former  pretend  that  the 
Jatter  have  no  Right  to  confefs.  Do  but  look  back 
to  my  eighth  Letter,  and  there  you'll  fee  fome  In- 
stances of  the  indifcreet  Zeal  of  the  Ecclefiafticks. 

The  Governor  General  has  the  Difpofal  of  all 
Military  Pofts  :  He  beftows  Companies,  Lieute- 
nancies, and  Under-Lieutenancies,  upon  who  he 
pleafes,  with  his  Majefty's  gracious  Approbation  ; 
but  he  is  not  allow'd  to  difpofe  of  particular  Gover- 
norfhips,  or  of  the  Place  cf  a  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
a  Province,  or  of  the  Major  of  any  Town.  He  is 
impowered  to  grant  to  the  Gentry  and  the  other  In- 
habitants, Lands  and  Settlements  all  over  Canada  ; 
but  thefe  Grants  muft  be  given  in  concert  with  the 
Intendant.  He  is  like  wife  authoris'd  to  give  five  and 
twenty  Licences  a- Year  to  whom  he  thinks  fit,  for 
trading  with  the  Savage  Nations  of  that  vaft  Con- 
tinent. He  is  invefted  with  the  Power  of  fufpend- 
ing  the  Execution  of  Sentences  againft  Criminals ; 
and,  by  vertue  of  this  Reprieve,  can  eafily  pro- 
cure 'em  a  Pardon  if  he  has  a  Mind  to  favour  'em. 
But  he  can't  difpofe  of  the  King's  Money  without 
the  Confent  of  the  Intendant,  who  is  the  only  Man 
that  can  call  it  out  cf  the  Hands  of  the  Treafurer  of 
the  Navy. 

The  Governor  General  can't  be  without  the  Ser- 
vice of  the  Jefuits,  in  making  Treaties  with  the  Go- 
vernors of  New-England  and  New-Tork,  as  well  as 
with  the  Iroqucfe.  \  am  at  a  Lofs  to  know  whether 
thefe  good*  Fathers  are  employ 'd  in  fuch  Services 
upon  the  Score  of  their  judicious  Counfels,  and  their 
being  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  Country, 
and  the  King's  true  Interefts;  or  upon  the  Conii- 
dcration  of  their  fpeaking  to  a  Miracle,  the  Lan- 
guages of  Co  many  different  Nations,  whofe  Inte- 
refts  are  quite  oppofite;  or  out  of  a  SenleofthatCon- 
defcenfion  and  Submiffion  that  is  due  to  thefe  worthy 
Companions  of  our  Saviour.  The 


to  Ncrth- America.  263 

The  Members  of  the  fupreme  Council  of  Canada, 
cannot  fell  or  convey  their  Places  to  their  Heirs,  or 
to  any  body  elfe,  without  the  King's  Approbation  ; 
though  at  the  fame  time  their  Places  may  be  worth 
not  fo  much  as  the  Place  of  a  Lieutenant  to  a  Compa- 
ny of  Foot.  When  thsy  have  nice  Points  under 
their  Confideration,  they  ufually  confult  the  Priefts 
or  Jefuits :  And  if  any  Caufe  comes  before  'em,  in 
which  thefe  good  Fathers  are  interefted,  they  are 
lure  not  to  be  call,  unlefs  it  be  fo  very  black  that 
the  cunningeft  Lawyer  can't  give  it  a  plaufible  Turn. 
I've  been  inform'd  by  feveral  Perfons,  that  the  Je- 
fuits drive  a  great  Trade  in  European  Commodities, 
and  Canada  Skins ;  but  I  can  fcarce  believe  it,  or  at 
leaft,  if  it  be  fb,  they  muft  have  Correfpondents  and 
Faclors  that  are  as  dole  and  cunning  as  themfelves ; 
which  can  never  be. 

The  Gentlemen  of  that  Country  are  oblig'd  to 
be  very  cautious  in  carrying  even  with  the  Ecclejl- 
afiicks,  in  refpeft  of  the  Good  or  Harm  that  the  good 
Fathers  can  indirectly  throw  in  their  Way.  The 
Bifliop  and  the  Jefuits  have  fuch  an  Influence  over 
the  Governors  General,  as  is  fufficient  to  procure 
Places  to  the  Children  of  the  Noblemen  or  Gentle- 
men that  are  devoted  to  their  Service,  or  to  obtain 
the  Licences  that  I  fpoke  of  in  my  eighth  Letter, 
'Tis  likewife  in  their  Power  to  ierve  the  Daughters 
of  fuch  Gentlemen,  by  finding  'em  agreeable  and 
rich  Husbands.  The  meaneft  Curates  muft  be  ma- 
nag'd  cautioufly,  for  they  can  either  ferve  or  differve 
the  Gentlemen  in  whofe  Seigniories  they  are  no  more 
than  Miflionaries,  there  being  no  fix'd  Cures  in  Ca- 
nada, which  indeed  is  a  Grievance  that  ought  to  be 
redrefs'd.  The  Officers  of  the  Army  are  likewife 
oblig'd  to  keep  up  a  good  Correfpondence  with  the 
Ecclefiafticks,  for  without  that  'tis  impoiTible  for  'em 
to  keep  their  Ground.  They  muft  not  only  take 
Care  that  their  own  Conduct  be  regular,  but  likewife 
'  S  4  look 
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look  after  that  of  the  Soldiers,  by  preventing  the 
Diforders  they  might  commit  in  their  Quarters. 

Commonly  the  Troops  are  quarter'd  upon  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Cotes,  or  Seignories  of  Canada,  from 
OcJober  to  May.  The  Mafter  of  the  Houfe  furnifhes 
his  military  Gueft  only  with  Utenfils,  and  employs 
him  all  the  while  at  the  Rate  often  Sous  a-Day,  be- 
ildes  his  Victuals,  in  the  cutting  of  Wood,  grubbing 
up  of  Grounds,  rooting  out  Stumps,  or  the  threfh- 
sng  of  Corn  in  a  Barn.  The  Captain  gets  likewife 
by  their  Work,  for  to  make  'em  dilcount  the  half  of 
their  Pay  to  him,  he  orders  'em  to  come  thrice  a- 
Week  to  cxerciie  their  Arms  at  his  Quarters.  Now, 
their  Habitations  being  diftant  four  or  five  Arpents 
from  one  another,  and  one  Cote  or  Seignory  being 
two  or  three  leagues  in  Front,  the  Soldiers  choofe 
rather  to  give  the  Captain  a  Spill,  than  to  walkfo  far 
in  the  Snow  and  the  Dirt ;  And  the  Captain  takes 
it  very  confcientioufly,  upon  the  Plea  that  Volenti 
non  fit  injuria.  As  for  fuch  Soldiers  as  are  good 
Tradefmen,  he's  fure  of  putting  their  whole  Pay  in 
his  Pocket,  by  virtue  of  a  Licence  that  he  gives  'em 
to  work  in  the  Towns,  or  any  where  elfe.  In  fine, 
moft  of  the  Officers  marry  in  this  Country,  but  God 
knows  what  fort  of  Marriages  they  make,  in  taking 
Girls  with  a  Dowry,  confifling  of  eleven  Crowns,  a 
Cock,  a  Hen,  an  Ox,  a  Cow,  and  fometimes  a 
Calf.  I  knew  feveral  young  Women,  whofe  Lov- 
ers, after  denying  the  Facx,  and  proving  before  the 
Judges  the  fcandalousConverfation  of  their  Miftref? 
ies,  were  forc'd,  upon  the  Perfwafion  of  the  Eccle- 
fiafticks,  to  fwallow  the  bitter  Pill,  and  take  the  very 
lame  Girls  in  Marriage,  Some  Officers  indeed  marry 
well,  but  there  are  few  fuch.  The  Occafion  of  their 
marrying  fo  readily  in  that  Country,  proceeds  from, 
the  Difficulty  of  converting  with  the  foft  Sex.  After 
a  Man  has  made  four  Vifits  to  a  young  Woman,  he 
is  pblig'd  to  unfold  his  Mind  to  her  Father  and  Mo- 
ther; 
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ther  •  he  muft  then  either  talk  of  Marriage,  or  break 
off  all  Correfpondence  ;  or  if  he  does  not,  both  he 
and  fhe  lies  under  a  Scandal.  In  this  Country  a  Man 
can't  vifit  another  Man's  Wife,  without  being  cen- 
fur'd  as  if  her  Husband  was  a  Cuckold.  In  fine, 
a  Man  can  meet  with  no  Diverfion  here,  but  that 
of  reading,  or  eating,  or  drinking.  Though  after 
all,,  there  are  fome  Intrigues  carry 'd  on,  but  with 
the  fame  Caution  as  in  Spai?iy  where  the  Virtue  of 
the  Ladies  confifts  only  in  difguifing  the  Matter 
handfomely. 

Now,  that  I  am  upon  the  Subject  of  Marriage, 
I  can't  forbear  to  acquaint  you  with  a  comical  Ad- 
venture that  happened  to  a  young  Captain,  who 
was  prefs'd  to  marry  againft  his  Will,  becaufe  all  his 
Companions  and  Acquaintances  were  already  buck- 
led. This  young  Officer  having  made  fome  Vifits 
to  a  Counfellor's  Daughter,  he  was  defir'd  to  tell 
what  Errand  he  came  upon  •  and  Mr.  de  Frontenac 
himfelf  being  related  to  the  young  Lady,  who  is 
certainly  one  of  the  moft  accomplinYd  Ladies  of 
this  Age,  us'd  his  utmoit  Efforts  to  ingage  the  Cap- 
tain to  marry  her.  The  Captain  being  equally 
well  pleafed  with  a  free  Accefs  to  the  Governor's 
Table,  and  the  Company  of  the  Lady  whom  he 
met  there  not  unfrequently ;  the  Captain,  I  fay5 
being  equally  fond  of  thefe  two  Advantages,  en- 
deavour'd  to  ward  off  the  Defign,  by  asking  fome 
Time  to  confider  of  it.  Accordingly,  two  Months 
were  granted  him  ;  and  after  that  Time  was  expir'd, 
he  had  ftill  a  Mind  to  let  out  his  Traces,  and  fo  de- 
fir'd two  Months  more,  which  were  granted  him 
by  the  Bifhop's  Interceffion.  When  the  laft  of  thefe 
two  was  at  an  End,  the  Cavalier  began  to  be  appre- 
henfive  that  he  was  in  Danger  of  lofing  both  his 
good  Cheer  and  the  agreeable  Company  of  the  La- 
cly.  However,  he  was  oblig'd  to  be  prefent  at  a 
Treat  that  Mr.  Nelfon   (the  EugUjJj  Gentleman  I 

fpoke 


166  Some  New  Voyages 

fpoke  of  in  my  23dLetter)gavetothetwoLovers,as 
well  as  the  Governor,  the  Intendant,  the  Bifhop, 
and  fome  other  Perfons  of  Note  :  And  this  gene- 
rous Englifo  Gentleman  having  a  Kindnefs  for  the 
young  Lady's  Father,  and  her  Brethren,  upon  the 
Score  of  their  trading  with  one  another,  made  an 
Offer  of  a  thoufand  Crowns  to  be  paid  on  the  Wed- 
ding Day,  which,  added  to  a  thoufand  that  the  Bi- 
fhop offered,  and  a  thoufand  more  which  fhe  had 
of  her  own,  befides  feven  or  eight  thoufand  that 
Mr.  de  Frontenac  offered  in  Licences,  not  to  menti- 
on the  certain  Profpecl  of  Preferment  :  All  thefe 
Items,  I  fay,  made  the  Marriage  very  advantageous 
to  the  Captain.  After  they  had  done  eating,  he 
was  prefs'd  to  fign  the  Contract,  but  made  Anfwer, 
that  he  had  drank  fome  Bumpers  of  heady  Wine,  and 
his  Head  was  not  clear  enough  for  weighing  the 
Conditions  of  the  Contra  A  ;  fo  that  they  were  forc'd 
to  put  off  the  Matter  till  the  next  Day.  Upon  this 
Delay  he  kept  his  Chamber,  till  Mr.  de  Frontenac >  at 
whofe  Table  he  us'd  to  eat,  fent  for  him,  in  order 
to  know  his  Mind  immediately.  Then  there  was 
no  Room  left  for  muffling  ;  there  was  a  NecefTity  of 
giving  a  pofitive  Anfwer  to  the  Governor,  who 
fpoke  to  him  in  plain  and  precife  Terms,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  reminded  him  of  the  Favour  they  had 
fhewn  him,  in  allowing  him  fo  much  Time  to  con- 
fider  of  the  propos'd  Marriage.  The  young  Offi- 
cer reply 'd  very  fairly,  That  any  Man  that  was  ca- 
pable of  marrying  after  four  Month's  Deliberation, 
■was  a  Fool  in  buckling  to.  c  I  now  fee,  fays  he, 
s  what  I  am  ;  the  eager  Defire  I  had  of  going  to 
c  Church  with  Mademoifelle  D-—  has  now  con- 
'  vinc'd  me  of  my  Folly:  if  you  have  a  Refpect  for 
'  the  Lady,  pray  do  not  fuffer  her  to  marry  a 
c  young  Spark  that  is  fo  apt  to  take  up  with  extra- 
'  vagant  and  foolifh  Things.  As  for  my  own  part,  Sir, 
i  I  proteft  fincerely,  that  the  little  Reafon  and  free 
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c  Judgment  that  is  left  me,  will  ferve  to  comfort 
c  me  upon  the  Lofs  of  her,  and  to  teach  me  to  re- 
c  pent  of  having  defir'd  to  make  her  as  unhappy  as 
c  my  felf.  This  Difcourfe  furprized  the  Bifhop,  the 
Governor,  the  Intendant,  and  in  general,  all  the 
other  married  Officers,  who  defir'd  nothing  more 
than  that  he  mould  be  catch'd  in  the  Noofe  as  well 
as  they  ;  fo  true  it  is,  that  Solamen  miferh  focios  ba- 
buijfe  doloris.  As  they  were  far  from  expecting  any 
fuch  Retractation,  Co  the  poor  reform'd  Captain  fuf- 
fer'd  for't ;  for  fbme  time  after  Mr.  de  Frontenac  did 
him  a  Piece  of  Injuftice,  in  bellowing  a  vacant 
Company  over  his  Head,  upon  Madam  de  Poncbar- 
train's  Nephew,  notwithstanding  that  the  Court  had 
fent  Orders  on  his  Behalf;  and  this  obliged  him  to 
go  for  France  along  with  me,  in  the  Year  1692. 

To  refume  the  Thread  of  my  Difcourfe,  you  muft 
know,  that  the  Canadefe,  or  Creoles,  are  a  robuft 
brawny  well-made  People  -3  they  are  ftrong,  vigo- 
rous, active,  brave,  and  indefatigable  ;  in  a  Word, 
they  want  nothing  but  the  Knowledge  of  polite 
Letters.  They  are  prefumptuous,  and  very  full  of 
themfelves :  they  value  themfelves  beyond  ail  the 
Nations  of  the  Earth,  and,  which  is  to  be  regretted, 
they  have  not  that  Veneration  for  their  Parents  that 
is  due.  Their  Complexion  is  wonderfully  pretty. 
The  Women  are  generally  handfom ;  few  of  them 
are  brown,  but  many  of  'em  are  at  once  wife  and 
lazy.  They  love  Luxury  to  the  Jaft  Degree,  and 
ftrive  to  out  do  one  another  in  catching  Husbands 
in  the  Trap. 

There's  an  Infinity  of  Diforders  in  Canada,  that 
want  to  be  reform'd.  The  firft  Step  of  a  true  Re- 
formation, muft  be  that  of  hindring  the  Ecclefi- 
afticks  to  vifit  the  Inhabitants  fo  often,  and  to  pry 
with  fuch  Impertinence  into  the  minuteft  Aifairs  of 
the  Family  ;  for  fuch  Practices  are  frequently  con- 
trary to  the  Good  cf  the  Society,  and  that  for  Rea- 
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fons  that  you  are  not  ignorant  of  The  next  Thing 
to  be  done,  is  to  prohibit  the  Officers  to  ftop  the 
Soldiers  Pay,  and  to  enjoin  'em  to  discipline  their 
Men  every  Holy-day,  and  every  Sunday.  In  the 
third  Place,  the  Commodities  ought  to  be  rated  at 
a  reafonable  Price,  fo  that  the  Merchant  may  have 
his  Profit,  without  exacting  upon  the  Inhabitants 
and  the  Savages.  A  fourth  Article  of  Reformation, 
would  confift  in  prohibiting  the  exporting  from 
France  to  Canada,  ofBrocado's,  gold  and  filver  Gal- 
loons or  Ribbands,  and  rich  Laces.  In  a  fifth  Place, 
the  Governor  General  ought  not  to  fell  Licen- 
ces for  trading  with  the  Savages  of  the  great 
Lakes.  Sixthly,  there  ought  to  be  fix'd  Courts. 
In  the  feventh  Place,  they  want  to  have  their  Mi- 
litia modell'd  and  difciplin'd,  that,  upon  Occafion, 
they  may  be  as  ferviceable  as  the  Regular  Troops. 
For  an  eighth  Article,  the  fetting  up  Manufacto- 
ries for  Linnen,  Stuffs,  £$c.  would  be  very  ufeful. 
But  the  moft  important  Alteration  would  confift  in 
keeping  the  Governors,  the  Intendants,  the  Su- 
preme Council,  the  Bifhops  and  the  Jefuits,  from 
iplitting  into  Factions,  and  making  Clubs  one  a- 
gainft  another  ;  for  the  Confequences  of  ltich  Di- 
vifions  can't  but  thwart  his  Majefty's  Service,  and 
the  Peace  of  the  Publick.  Were  this  but  happily 
effected,  that  Country  would  be  as  rich  again  as 
'tis  now. 

I  wonder,  that  inftead  of  banifhing  the  Protec- 
tants out  of  France ,  who  in  removing  to  the  Coun- 
tries of  our  Enemies,  have  done  fo  much  Damage 
to  the  Kingdom,  by  carrying  their  Money  along 
with  'em,  and  fetting  up  Manufactories  in  thole 
Countries ;  I  wonder,  I  fay,  that  the  Court  did  not 
think  it  more  proper  to  tranfport  'em  to  Canada. 
I  am  convinc'd,  that  if  they  had  received  pofitive 
Affurances  of  enjoying  a  Liberty  of  Confcience,  a 
great  many  of  'em  would  have  made  no  Scruple 

to 
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to  go  thither.     Some  have  reply'd  upon  this  Head, 
that  the  Remedy  had  been  worfe  than  the  Difeafe ; 
in  Regard  that  feme  time  or  other  they  would  not 
have  fail'd  to  expel  the  Catholicks  by  the  Afliftance 
of  the  Englijh  :   But  I  reprefented  to  'em,  that  the 
Greeks  and  Armenians,  who  are  fubject  to  the  Grand 
Seignior,  and  at  the  fame  Time  are  of  a  Nation 
and  Religion  that's  different  from  that  of  the  ^turks  ; 
I  reprefented,  I  fay,  that  thefe  diflenting  Subjects 
did  fcarce  ever  implore  the  Aid  of  foreign  Powers, 
in  order  to  rebel  and  (hake  off  the  Yoke,     In  fine, 
we  have  more  Reafon  to  believe,   that  if  the  Hu- 
guenots had  been  tranfported   to  Canada,  they  had 
never  departed  from  the  Fealty  they  ow'd  to  their 
natural  Sovereign.     But  let  that  be  as  it  will,   I  do 
but  fpeak  as  that  King  of  Arragon  did,   who  boaft- 
ed,    that  if  God  had  deign'd  to  confult  him,   he 
could  have  given  him  feafonable  Advice  with  Refe- 
rence to  the  Symmetry  and  the  Courfes  of  the  Stars : 
For,  in  like  manner,  I  do  affirm,  that  if  the  Coun- 
cil of  State  had  follow'd  my  Scheme,  in  the  Space 
of  thirty  or  forty  Years,  New-France  would  have  be- 
come a  finer  and  more  fiourifhing  Kingdom  than 
feveral  others  in  Europe. 


A  Difcourfe  of  the  Intereft  of  the  French,  and  of  the 
Englifh,  in  North-America. 

Since  New-France  'and  New-England  fubfift  only 
upon  the  Cod-Fifhery  and  the  Fur-Trade,  'tis 
the  Intereft  of  thefe  two  Colonies  to  inlarge  the 
Number  of  the  Ships  employ 'd  in  the  Fifhery,  and 
to  encourage  the  Savages  to  hunt  and  fhoot  Bea- 
vers, by  furnifhing  them  with  what  Arms  and  Am- 
munition they  have  Occafion  for.  'Tis  well  known, 
that  there's  a  great  Confumption  of  Codfifh  in  the 
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Southern  Countries  of  Europe,  and  that  few  Com- 
modities meet  with  a  better  and  readier  Market, 
efpecially  if  they  are  good  and  well  cured. 

Thofe  who  alledge  that  the  Deftru&ion  of  the  Jro-  . 
quefe  would  promote  the  Intereft  of  the  Colonies 
of  New-France ,  are  Strangers  to  the  true  Intereft  of 
that  Country  ;  for  if  that  were  once  accomplifh'd, 
the  Savages  who  are  now  the  French  Allies,  would 
turn  their  greateft  Enemies,  as  being  then  rid  of 
their  other  Fears.  They  would  not  fail  to  call  in 
the  Englifo,  by  P^eafon  that  their  Commodities  are 
at  once  cheaper  and  more  efteem'd  than  ours ; 
and  by  that  means  the  wholeCommerce  of  that  wide 
Country  would  be  wrefted  out  of  our  Hands. 

I  conclude  therefore,  that  'tis  the  Intereft  of  the 
Trench  to  weaken  the  Iroquefe,  but  not  to  fee  'em 
intirely  defeated.  I  own,  that  at  this  Day  they  are 
too  ftrong,  infomuch  that  they  cut  the  Throats 
of  the  Savages  our  Allies  every  Day.  They  have 
nothing  lefs  in  View,  than  to  cut  off  all  the  Nati- 
ons they  know,  let  their  Situation  be  never  fo  re- 
mote from  their  Country.  'Tis  our  Bufinefs  to  re- 
duce 'em  to  one  half  of  the  Power  they  are  now 
poffefs'd  of,  if 'twere  poflible  ;  but  we  do  not  go 
the  right  Way  to  work.  Above  thefe  thirty  Years, 
their  ancient  Counfellors  have  ftill  remonftrated  to 
the  Warriors  of  the  five  Nations,  that  'twas  expe- 
dient to  cut  off  all  the  Savage  Nations  of  Canada, 
in  order  to  ruin  the  Commerce  of  the  French,  and 
after  that  to  difiodge  'em  of  the  Continent.  With 
this  View  they  have  carried  the  War  above  four  or 
five  Hundred  Leagues  off  their  Country,  after  the 
deftroying  of  feveral  different  Nations  in  feveral 
Places,  as  I  fhew'd  you  before. 

ST would  be  no  difficult  Matter  for  the  French  to 
draw  the  Iroquefe  over  to  their  Side,  to  keep  'em  from 
plaguing  the  French  Allies,  and  at  the  fame  Time 
to  ingrofs  all  the  Commerce  with  the  five  Iroquefe 
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Nations,  that  is  now  in  the  Hands  of  the  Englijh  in 
New-Tor k.  This  might  be  eafily  put  in  Execution, 
provided  the  King  would  allow  ten  thoufand  Crowns 
a- Year  for  that  End.  The  Method  of  effecting  it 
is  this.  In  the  firft  Place,  the  Barks  that  were  for- 
merly made  Ufe  of  about  Fort  Frontenac,  muft  be 
rebuilt,  in  order  to  convey  to  the  Rivers  of  the  I'fcnon- 
touans  and  the  Onont  agues,  fuch  Commodities  as  are 
proper  for  'em,  and  to  fell  'em  for  the  prime  Coft 
in  France.  Now  this  would  put  the  King  to  the 
Charge  of  about  ten  thoufand  Crowns  for  Freight ; 
and  I'm  perfuaded,  that  upon  that  Foot  the  Iroquefe 
would  not  be  fuch  Fools  as  to  carry  (6  much  as  one 
Beaver  to  the  Englijh  Colonies,  and  that  for  four 
Reafons.  The  firft  is,  that  whereas  they  muft 
tfanfport  'em  fixty  or  eighty  Leagues  upon  their 
Backs  to  New-Tork,  they  have  not  above  feven  or 
eight  Leagues  Travelling  from  their  own  Villages, 
to  the  Banks  of  the  Lake  of '  Frontenac.  For  a  fe- 
cond  Reafon,  'tis  manifeft  that  the  Englijh  can't  pof- 
fibly  let  'em  have  their  Commodities  fo  cheap, 
without  being  confiderable  Lofers,  and  that  there- 
upon every  Merchant  would  drop  that  fort  of  Trade. 
The  third  is  drawn  from  the  Difficulty  of  having 
Subfiftence  upon  the  Road  between  the  Iroquefe  Vil- 
lages and  New-Tor k  ;  for  the  Iroquefe  go  thither 
in  great  Bodies,  for  fear  of  being  furprized,  and  I 
acquainted  you  before  feveral  Times,  that  there's  no 
Venifbn  in  that  Side  of  the  Country.  The  fourh 
Reafon  is  this:  In  marching  fo  far  from  their  Villa- 
ges, they  expofe  their  Wives,  their  Children,  and 
their  fuperannuated  Men,  for  a  Prey  to  their  Ene- 
mies, who  upon  that  Occafion  may  either  kill  'em, 
or  carry  'em  off ;  and  of  this  we  have  two  Instan- 
ces already.  Over  and  above  the  Cheapnefs  of  our 
Commodities,  'twould  likewife  be  requifite  that  we 
made  'em  Prefents  every  Year,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  intreated  'em  not  to  difturb  the  Repofe  of  our 
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Confederate  Savages,  who  are  fuch  Fools  as  to 
wage  War  one  with  another,  inftead  of  entring  in- 
to a  joint  League  in  Oppofition  to  the  lroquefe,  the 
moft  redoubted  of  their  Enemies,  and  thofe  whom 
they  have  moft  Reafon  to  fear.  In  a  Word,  if  we 
would  manage  our  Affairs  with  the  Iroquefe  to  the 
beft  Advantage,  we  ought  to  put  in  Execution  that 
Project  that  I  mentioned  in  my  23^  Letter. 

To  alledge  that  thefe  Barbarians  have  a  Depen- 
dance  upon  the  Englijb,  is  a  foolilh  Plea ;  for  they  ar.e 
fo  far  from  owning  any  Dependance,that  when  they 
go  to  New-Tor k  to  truck  their  Skins,  they  have  the 
Confidence  to  put  Rates  upon  the  Goods  they  have 
Occafion  for,  when  the  Merchants  offer  to  raife 
their  Price.  I  have  intimated  already  feveral  Times, 
that  their  Refped  for  the  Englijb,  is  tack'd  to  the 
Occafion  they  have  to  make  Life  of 'em  ;  that  this  is 
the  only  Motive  which  induces  'em  to  treat  the 
EngliJJj  as  their  Brethren,  and  their  Friends  ;  and 
that  if  the  French  would  fell  'em  the  Neceffaries  of 
Life,  as  well  as  Arms  and  Ammunition,  at  eafier 
Rates,  they  would  not  make  many  Journies  to  the 
Englijh  Colonies.  This  is  a  Confideration  that  ought 
to  be  chiefly  in  our  View  ;  for  if  we  minded  it  to 
the  Purpoie,  they  would  be  cautious  of  infulting 
our  Savage  Confederates,  as  well  as  our  felves.  The 
Governors  General  of  Canada  would  do  well  to 
employ  the  fcnfible  Men  of  the  Country  that  are 
acquainted  with  our  Confederates,  in  preffing  'em 
to  live  in  a  good  Correfpondence  with  one  another, 
without  waging  War  among  themfelves ;  for  moft 
of  the  Southern  Nations  worm  out  one  another  in- 
fenfibly,  which  affords  Matter  of  joy  to  the  Iroquefe. 
Now,  'twere  an  eaiy  Matter  to  prevent  this  fatal 
mouldering,  by  threatning  to  give  'em  no  further 
Supplies  of  Commodities  in  their  Villages.  To  this 
Precaution,  we  ought  to  add  that  of  endeavouring 
to  engage  two  or  three  Nations  to  live  together  5 
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the  Outaouas,  for  Inftance,  with  the  Huron s  -,  the 
Sakis  with  the  P  out  eonat  amis,  alias  Puants.  If  all 
thofe  Nations  who  are  imbarqued  in  a  Confederacy 
with  us,  would  but  agree  one  with  another,  and 
put  up  their  Quarrels,  they  would  give  themfelves 
wholly  to  the  Hunting  of  Beavers,  which  would 
tend  to  the  inlarging  of  our  Commerce  ;  and  befides, 
they  would  be  in  a  Condition  of  making  one  joint 
Body,  when  the  Jroquefe  offer'd  to  attack  either  one 
or  t'other. 

'Tis  the  Intereft  of  the  Englijh  to  perfuade  thefe 
Nations,  that  the  French  have  nothing  leis  in  view, 
than  to  deftroy  them  as  foon  as  they  meet  with  an 
Opportunity ;  that  the  growing  Populoufnefs  of  Ca- 
nada, is  a  fufficient  Ground  of  Alarm,  that  they 
ought  to  avoid  all  Commerce  with  the  French,  for 
fear  of  being  betray'd  in  any  Way  whatfoever ; 
that  to  hinder  the  repairing  of  Fort  Frontenac,  and 
the  rebuilding  of  Barques  for  that  Lake,  is  to  them 
a  thing  of  the  laft  Importance,  by  reafon  that  the 
French  might  in  four  and  twenty  Hours,  make  a  De- 
fcent  from  thence  to  their  Villages,  and  carry  off 
their  antient  Men,  their  Women  and  their  Chil- 
dren, at  a  time  when  the  Warriors  might  be  in- 
gag'd  in  the  hunting  of  Beavers ;  That  they  would 
promote  their  own  Intereft  by  waging  War  with  the 
French  from  time  to  time,  by  ravaging  the  Seignories 
and  Settlements  in  the  upper  Part  of  the  Country, 
in  order  to  oblige  the  Inhabitants  to  abdicate  the 
Colony,  and  to  difcourage  thofe  who  would  other- 
wife  remove  out  of  France-,  and  fettle  in  Canada  -, 
and  in  fine,  That  in  time  of  Peace  'twould  be  very 
proper  to  (top  the  Coureurs  de  Bois  at  the  Cataracts  of 
the  Outaouas  River,and  tofeizethe  Arms  and  Ammu- 
nition that  they  carry  to  the  Savages  upon  the  Lakes. 
Farther,  if  the  Englijh  would  purfue  their  Mea- 
fures  to  the  heft  Advantage,  they  ought  to  ingage 
the  Zfimntouans  or  the  Goyoguans  to  go  and  fettle 
upon  the  Banks  of  the  Lake  Errie^  near  the  Mouth 
T  of 
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°f  the  River  of  Condi  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
ought  to  build  a  Fort  there,  with  fome  long  Barques 
or  Brigantines :  For  this  is  the  moft  convenient  and 
advantageous  Poft  of  all  that  Country,  and  that  for 
an  Infinity  of  Reafons  which  I  am  oblig'd  to  con- 
ceal. Befides  this  Fort,  they  (hould  build  another 
at  the  Mouth  of  the  River  des  Franfois  $  and  then 
'twould  be  ablblutely  impoffible  for  the  Coureurs  de 
Bois  to  reach  the  Lakes. 

They  ought  likewife  to  ingage  the  Savages  of  A- 
cadia  in  their  Intereft ;  which  they  may  do  with  lit- 
tle Charge.  The  Planters  of  New-England  fhould 
mind  this,  as  well  as  the  fortifying  of  the  Ports  in 
which  they  fifh  their  Cod.  As  for  the  fitting  out  of 
Fleets  to  deftroy  the  Colony,  I  would  not  advife  the 
Engliflj  to  give  themfelves  that  Trouble  ;  for  fup- 
pofing  they  were  affur'd  of  Succefs,  'tis  but  fome 
Places  that  can  be  reckon'd  worth  the  while. 

To  conclude ;  I  muft  lay  the  Englijb  in  thefe  Co* 
jonies  are  too  carelefs  and  lazy :  The  French  Coureurs 
de  Bois,  are  much  readier  for  Enterprizes,  and  the 
Canadefe  are  certainly  more  vigilant  and  more  active. 
It  behoves  the  Inhabitants  of  New-Tork  to  inlarge 
their  Fur-trade  by  well-concerted  Enterprizes ;  and 
thofe  of  New-England,  to  render  the  Cod-fifhing 
more  beneficial  to  the  Colony,  by  taking  fuch  Mea- 
lures  as  many  other  People  would,  if  they  were  as 
advantageouily  feated.  I  do  not  intend  to  fpeak  of 
the  Limits  of  New-France,  and  New-England,  for 
they  were  never  well  adjufted  ;  tho'  indeed  'twould 
feem  that  in  feveral  Treaties  of  Peace  between 
thefe  two  Kingdoms,  the  Boundaries  were 
in  a  Manner  mark'd  out  in  fome  Places.  Whatever 
is  in  that  Matter,  the  Decifion  of  it  is  too  nice  a 
Point  for  one  that  can't  open  his  Mind  without  pull-? 
\\\g  an  old  Houfe  upon  his  Head. 

flie  End  of  the  firfi  Volume 
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